- ; 


[SCREEN RADIO MUSIC STAGE 


“ARIET 









































Lr me ee 


—— 














Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York 19, N. Y., by Variety, Inc. Annual subscription, $16 Single copies, 25 cents, 
Eulered as second-class maiter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y under the act of March 3, 1879 
COPYRIGHT, 19473, BY VARIETY, INC, ALL RIGHTS RESERS Eb. 
— 





VOL. I : 65 No. 4 NEW YORK, WEDNES D AY, JANUARY a, 1947 PRICE 25 CENTS 








BIG CROP OF NEW °46 PIC STARS 


*_—_—__ 








Berle’s $400,000 Pay on 44-Week Run r TISH NAMES Hold On To Your Heads, Folks; Here 
At N. Y. Carnival Sets Cafe Record LICKING IH |} S| Comes 80th Congress With Axes Out 









































Outstanding nightclub engage- % Washington, Dec. 30 
ment in history was completed Dec ij TNEY ’ : . | When the ey ‘ sress convene 
81, when Milton Berle wound up Tallu a ‘Bernhardt’ 7s wei oui eae Most Prolific. 1 idan mre ye + yi lr grt fas’ 
a 44-week engagement at Nicky | Hollywood, Dec. 30. : . Holly wood Dec. 30. ; | In all the Damon Runyon stuff on its t vo major -desues. both - 
Blair's Carnival, N. Y. Berle’s con- | Tallulah Bankhead plays the Year 1946 brought to the nation’s vritten about thi passing of the them of top importance to showbiz— 
tract called for a guarantee of $7.500 title role of Sarah Bernhardt in | theatre marquees a bevy of screen great newspaperman none. ac- tax reduction and labor legislatio 
weekly and overages on grosses be- “The Divine Sarah” to be made names little-known previously, but cented that he held what was | In addition and when it gets 3 
yond $42,000. The comedian’s take by Charles R. Rogers, if negotia- now certain of making an enduring probably a record foi the feet under it, the 80th ‘Conaress ; 
amounted to more than $400,000 on | tions, now in pregress, reach the |™ark on the b.o, future. Some came} a inount’ of newspaper copy he figured to launch another robe of 
the nitery’s gross, estimated at more | dotted line stage. from abroad, some from the Broad- turned out. FCC, to give Holls wood iz hotfoot, 
than $3.000.000 Yarn, by Basil Woon, was ace way stage and some—after long In his more than 40 years as a to work “out again on CRveee Cc 

All this coming at a time when quired by Rogers 10 years ago. Hollywood obscurity or near it top journalist. Runyon ground Petrillo if the present taW is ruled 
cafe business slumped below pre- ae | — suddenly emerged as lights from un- out millions of straight reportage } unconstitutional, and orebabls "he 
war levels aer a bushel besides special features, maga- | seek ways of aiding the film ind - 

Foremost aspect of Berle’s Car- | ; = yo On the male ane ' e leading new zine articles, books, ete. try’s export trade. Here specifica! 
nival incumbency is that bonifaces orel n ] S Wicket-spinners include Larry Parks, | ——————_— —~ Zt | IS What appears in the offing 
have lost their fear of Herculean | es Lancaster, “ eet nen abor: There | be g 





1 Labor: There will be tror 
+ . 11YY ‘ ur YT: . ° . yy Fa a Sito *4 
salaries for top talent. A cafe per- | reap aerate SEE: SEY Saree drive to eliminate the closed shoo 
former who can draw is worth ° e 9 And among the femmes the list must a af OWS op ind even the n sl tt ‘suc 
n ne i ay es eniihee tet Ticats. a hie = alll e n f @ union shop such a 
whatever the traffic can bear, they | omimate rix contain Pegs Cummins, Joan Caul bill should get throygh. it would 
feel, This point is borne out by the | field, Evelyn Keyes, Catherine sharply weaken the power of the 
fact that while salaries of perforn McLeod, Jeanne Crain, June Haver, ws 


_ @ 
studio unions and of other showbiz 
ers in the $1,500-$3,500 class are ° . > Vivian Blaine and Janis Paige. On Vet Housi unions such as in legit houses and i 
dvopping, prices in the super-brack- 1S S S Pair of male names standing 9) 


broadcast tudios Just what wit! 
, S . Jus hat wi 
cts are tising Berle is scheduled forth most clearly are Parks and | 


come out of the labor mill is uncer- 
: “ 4 P - _ Din Dina : cnt | e 7 j 2 = v 
to open at the Copacabana, Mianii | Sreiciulanniene U2 teuston Didis mancaster. : acne “ale wee ngs tain but there will probably be mor 
Beach, at a salary exceeding that | pon ‘a ce of foreign films on attention as sta of Columbia’s aT res im labor bills introduced in the first 
of the Carnival. Murray Weinger is | the annual “10 Best” lists, currently | Jolson Story,” and Lancaster, never ; 





| fortnight of the session than there 

. vr * | being selected by fi ‘ritie: rough- for jt scree ‘. ora aye a pyar et Fy te lg 

shelling out $12,500 plus overages on | 217% 5€ lecte qd : som critics through- | before glimpsed on screen, unde! Se ys | will be bills of any other type for 
$50,000, while Gertrude Niesen is | OUt the country, is considered in the| went same introduction in Mark Memphis, Dec. 00. | next cix 
30,000, rertrude lesen Is | ; : - zs ian A disk iockey who “blew hi +} the next six months. } 
slated to go into the refurbished | trade as a direct slap at Hollywood] Hellinger’s “The Killers,” at Uni- | A disk jockey who ew his top ie kas Fiaadios ae 4 
“ie : pa on the part of the crix. N, Y. Times’| versal ; in the early hours of a Sunday morn |. ef teh. ~ yg: A “ 

(Continued on page 47) ; i , a WHHM. Memphis’ se quickie” tax reduction bill about 

eatin reviewer Bosley Crowther attributes Harrison's advent. from England, | 0" M, Memphis’ newest sta- 


this to Hollywood having “run dry|jn 20th-Fox’s “Anna and the/| tion, had local radio people in a tur- 
of ideas.” Majority of lists selected (Continu ied on page 46) moil early this weck., 


at least half foreign pictures, and Cecil J. (Charlie) Fike. a Texat | Old bil ? 

t's reported that one of the most with a long record of overseas serv- erry smo ue 
important selections, yet to be made ice in the Pacific with the AAF, came . 

public, will comprise five’ British. ll y ase | to Memphis four months ago with| Gets a Cylinder Job 


. 
Geo. Gershwin Scores 
three French and only two Ameri- Pat McDonald. WHHM manager, | 


Will Be Available’ ‘™'*s from KMAC in San Antonio, where | In Novel Drive Test 
There are two and possibly more | In the preface to his selections. | both were serving. as 
posthumous George Gershwin scores | Crowther declared that the five for- 0 f ponsore Unable to find a home for } wife Hollywood, Dec. 36 


(Continued on page 20) 


Several Posthumous 





available, either for films or legit, | eign pix on his list are a “point for and two children hei he pecame There's bee we considerable surprise 
whenever Ira Gershwin, the lyricist, | contemplation.” When “folks remark Nibbles from prospective televi- dissatisfied (this ‘is Fike’s explana- |! os 7 aoe "tae pat ae 
gets to them. ‘che first is already in | with anxiety—as they have been re-| sion sponsors of next season's base- | tion) and on Sunday morning be- ae ae Re Pays ceo Ok meen, 
he can for 20th Century-Fox, the marking for some time—that Holly- ball games indicate that probably tween records went tnto quite a ha- oe most played so as of the tur , 
fechnicolored “The Shocking Miss | wood has ‘run dry of ideas’,” he said, | only 50 of the 77 home games each rangue about politicians kicking In My Merry Oidsmobile.” It seemed 
Igrim,” which Ira” Gershwin, | “they have here the evidence. The | of the three New York teams plays around the veterans. directing par- hardis ryote ate rial to ve re- 
with the aid of Kay Swift, a (Continued on page 6) will be carried commercially. Bal- ticular abuse against E. H. Crump.' Vivea as a plug rt 
tinesmith in her own right, refur- | a agua ance probably will be seen sustain- , POlitical boss of Memphis and Shelby But now they know. So do a fairly 


, counts long list of artists who are d iving 
ing. 


ee , poe isteners flooded the st: with wew Oldsmobiles secured at ceiling 
Apparently mindful of the’ high Listeners flooded the pon - . 


} bished from a wealth of mss 
The late composer was “always $340, 000, 000 Seen 

too fast for Ira”—a familiar Tit S N y k costs involve@ in television remote 

tos Alley axiom among those who pent in ew or pickups — estimated at $1,000-$2,000 my 14 a al at \ tamoahil alia 
new the Gershwins. This was due - each sl advertisers in- he current new-automobiie marke 

5 was ic ; ° for each show—most advertisers in é Sans weiiabe. teal diel Te a 

to George's facility in whipping up | By 47 Conventions terested in baseball have decided to ’ ; icture | Son eeks back, Lou Levy, head 
tunes whereas Ivricist Ira preferred 


byp third of the ga It’s ex Di ’ All Ti Hi h of Leeds Music, got chummy. acecord- 
yVpass a TH ) ne games S @€X- ad | \ 

. 7" cinece } T : . . 7 ng to tne storys 4 h ome Soe 
to polish his wordage for everything Convention business in the U. S nected they'll take the frst 25, omit IVVYS ime ig ing t ry, th some Oldsmo 


25, 
they did, with result that many tunes | 'S Swinging up past prewar levels, bile executives. He popped the idea 


} - hile Chic: ints ig the middle third when interest in the D bh "A5’ | (Continued on page 47° 
lave piled up. and while Chicago continues as the (Continued on page 47) oul me S eion ( g 7 


{t was from these that Ira selected | ational leader in the nymber held \I tnok @ 
the several son | (it listed 700 this vear), New York ° :OllION | stock dividends ? 
al songs for “Miss Pilgrim.’ year), New | | ‘hirps ‘S , G’ WAN HOME JACK, YOUR 
working With Miss Swift. long A Is pressing for top honors N.Y. has Huston ( hirps Sept. climbed to at ill-time high during ; 


friend of the composer. Some of | 550 conventions already booked fo: Song’ Between the Acts the first 10 months of 1946 reaching 
the tunes were changed in tempo | 1947, according to Royal W. Ryan, ‘ ; | of JOCKEY IS CALLING 


. - . , : f oO DUSINESS Ripley is tne Case “au total of nea $25,000,000. accord- 
but otherwise preserved in every | ¢xecutive director of N. Y. Conven- A a 


(Continued on page 47) prices trom the manutacturer, a re- 
},! _ r 


e circumstance in view o 


e 


+ 





i ; P f Walte uston where a Tin Pan jne to a report by tl rs ‘edar Rapids. Ia., Dec. 34 
detail. (tion and Visitors Bureau. oO} es ier H or ere i - neg to aii ) y tine I > io Cedat Ra ya I .D } 
SEN The 500,000 delegates expected to Alley item is . # ‘es _ PER ALN OV) Denartme ra Co neree Melo . a wthing can hapvet ? 
| 7 , le t warnol ’ ne odditv occurs ‘ . lock and 110 aon 
lattend N. Y. conventions in the com- |“ ' rg Rs ~ ‘s figure. for 1946 rut ep nearly | m., ‘ Es 
; -ar will ‘na ‘arly $69,000 on: tour with “Apple of His ye Pi the case of Dean Landfea at 
f he cit ! . I / f Ise ‘ pee : : " ‘ : . , < 
pro dredy dear A meggathnalladeories chirping “The September Sons It film co es last vei Seems that a fello ryan ov crowda- 
W ments. In addition, pleasure visitors 1 ree . hi o - 
Z f ho . lab Ot PeThe TNE -acts en oy ' ‘ . oOr' ty i ming Tv Se (44 
; ‘ M { SO! tne Knickerbockei HoPi- ‘ mie di taunt) was parking overlong 
i » S} , , year 1 anhattan. 1946 eter i en are reportec ; p 
t $i s@ ¢ Shubert is all set for televi- excerpt ol many vou avo. D . ad . ima tave community “bathtub, soaki 4 
4 . : he ; a 2 
' en He has been reviewing his \l Anderson Qyric? at Kurt at $8,427.000 compared to $1,660,000 and enjovinge Landfear olatter sho 
ce uees-full of old operettas New Year Eve’ Ss Biz OK Wi ie hich Hust Vax lor the ain ) on vea Dur- The sent next line for the sani- 
_— rty rights to Same, etc., and As VARIETY wen pres the Ne tor Brut ck Record ‘ ey Cl , 1 qu £4 Oct 31 tarv fucilities, find: 2 vor knockin 3 
Boe oe’. talking to the National | Year's eve outlook appeared better | over by Decca), and which is largely | dividends totaled $12,231,000, also | useless. called the jockey lone dis- 
. gata ing Co. with an eve to in the big ke\ ‘itv niteric tnan ex- readited oO} ‘ \ " ni doublii ‘s ‘ in e ot S$6.008.000 re- tunce and equested that he (Lande 
- Tha hem adaptable for video pected The ton bot With name § ite mVresenbeciny HVE. Naot coreds ported tor tne same on ip last veal i wo isk the squatter to scram. 
: i ] ‘ 1 { 1 us- Re ( the iv | t n the . . 
Ope . —— ‘rts have a flock of old attractions. were sold out in advance .v Ls CHE DOO o Hu wheat me juny 3 he’ Landiear relayed the vequest via 
= retias “Student Prince.” *“Blos- Xmas eve. likewise <a pleasant to rrentiy tour. ~ he inira qQuarver wa the special Warne: WMT and the portable radio in the 
' : 1 Time. ete.) which could be! surprise with biz better than ex-. actor. cidentally, did the tune in” Bros. $2,000,000 ‘a » stock-| bathroom. Tub loafer took the net- 
\  “ansmuted to the i Holiday.’ hoiders , too-gentie hint scr 
5) 1€ iconoscoepe. \ pected. ) FOMday ioe _—_ too-gentie hint and’ scrammed, 
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Figure in Leigh-Olivier's U. S. Go-By By Milton Berle 
; . Well. here it is the end of 1946—and just think... my materis! now 
London, Dec. 30. % P ‘one year older. The new year really holds a lot of promise. calthough | 
Fizz of deal fg. Laurence Olivier | Chico’s Cutrate Bucks t Seat a few promises left over from last year. Asked William Bendis 
to appear in a Hollywood production The difficulty that that Brook- } what he thought was in store for him this year and he said, By ‘this vear’ 
of “< ano de Bergerac” and de- lyn taver keepe Joe Bonavita are you referring to the chronological, fiscal, lunar, calendar. tre, al, 
cline Vivien Leigh’s heal ifte had in dist ting genuine $1 sidereal or anomalistic yea! 

: “Sk O Ms to the Bowe bums On Everyone's making prophe ies for the new year so I gue I ea 
me ’ Da 1 a cop as- | few myself: William Saroyan wi!! write a play that even he do Cre 
Peet! <& vas the \ oO laure ‘ ( ‘ that it stand If rocket research proceeds as rapidly as it has so fi VARIETY 
ine t Si week of the vasn't tave mer reminds of will soon have an “N. Y. to Mai department. . .Stars will be er 
pair's projectec t to the United a Broa Va lassic dur the than ever by taxes Jimmy Durante will have to pay as upM he 
States ( filming s off time the Marx Bros ere com- Se REE Dennis Day, Alan You and Eddie mre ken will merge thei on 
altogethe ecause of inabil t to g iron c Great Neck 23711 WEEK! | one program, to be called, “A ‘Day’ in the life of ‘Young Bracl t Fred 
obtail vhis 1 Sir Alexande) es to Br y for “Cocoa- —e éth a | Allen will threaten to retire from rad 0 SO " gr oyeune all € to 

¢ rf ) borough ridge - ag ...Tommy Man le will ntint yg F I il he f come.c 
wen a — 7 sige a z en aus “aaa ce a $1 bill ,~ “BLACKOUTS OF 1947 fe agetet agree to do a breakfast show with him Wallace Beery may 
5 er sy ‘ts a ‘a ee Pi beigcre 750?” The minion of the law a) Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, _ retire...no new child stars.. Margaret O'Bi ien will be suggested for the 
porarily con at hin nent hesitated but, figuring (1), this |, Congratuiations non eens | lead in “Forever Amber”...“The ( utlan will still be coming to New 
ae : guy may be on the level because | @Ushing. Pow rood y BERGEN. | York... Bob Hope and Bing Crosby's last picture in the series will be “The 
ever pans tO quill — me Ye of the snappy Cord (remember | anatner _EDGAR ° " | Road to Fitzpatrick” Senator Bilbo will still dream of a “White” Christ- 
company early in 194 and will when moneyed actors went for }mas...John L. Lewis will call the strikes for the Brooklyn Dodgers 
Ja inch Kanu . a aici Cords: ) and (2), he com stwaye R d’ L \) UJ | Bennett Cerf wil! issue a book which wilt contain the best jokes trom 
day,” in a West End theatre, Jan. 20 trace the wise-guy throug! nis € ewls teaming P his last three books 1.237 comics will tell writers to “Write me something 
following its provincial tour After cek-masia tx one al re ‘ ‘i original.. that's been done before” Radio will take one great stride for- 
that he and Miss Leigh, on advice of bits Same thing ent on foi H wood on His New Novel ward: The man who whistles at studio broadcasts will be pushed front 
her doctors, will take a fo abeiuien several days and by the fourth : -< and his agent. Ma! of a garbage truck The horse I bet on last November will fini this 
holiday Switzerland fifth day the cop was waiting ACHE 2S BES Se SPH, t "| November and Hollywood will start its pictures in the middle so ai! the- 
Immediately after their return to for Chico Marx with three quar- cella Powers, are playing a cat-and- | vtregoers can be confused at the same time, 
England, they will assemble their ters in his mitt one day nouse game with the film compa- 
own company for a year’s tour of the comedian cracke« nies. refusing to let story departments | : 
Australia and New Zealand. They “Aw ne ot this time! My ce proofs of the author's forthcom- | Ode to Show Biz 
expect to arrive there in July. price for a dollar has gone up to ng novel and declining to reveal its| So long, '46...it’s time you got out. 
Prior to decline in Miss Leigh’s 85c.” The topper. which the subject matter, other than to say it| Though you're gone you've left memory about: 
health. provided she and Olivier Marxes were aiting for, hap- is “controversial.” Story eds, as a| Squawks about Russell were greater than Lana. 
didn't come to the U. S. the plan was pene The cop hesitated and result, are in a race to sneak a first | MCA’s agents and Truman’s pianner. 
for him to make a picture with his protested. “But Ive been paying look at the book, which will be pub- Flops on the main stem and very few hits. 
own production company in England you 75e right along! lished by Random House in late May New comics discovered doing the same bits. 


for J. Arthur Rank. while Miss Leigh 


would appea n the picture there 
for Metro which she owes the com- 
pany under an old contract. 


Hyde Submitted 26 Scripts 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Johnny Hyde, v.p. of the William | 
Morris agency, rep in this country | 
for Olivier and Miss Leigh. said last | 
week that he had submitted about 
20 scripts to the couple in attempts 
of various studios to snare them for 
@ film in Hollywood. All the scripts, 
he said, were determined by the pai: 
to be “unsuitable.” 


Eva Tanguay Donating = 





Winchell-Diosa’s Rumba 
Audition Helps Raise 
306 for Runyon Wing 


Dec. 30 





Beach, 


First of a probable series of fund- | 


raising entertainments for the 
Damon Runyon wing at Memorial 
Hospital. N. Y.. was staged at the 
Lord Tarleton hotel here. Saturday 
(28) under sponsorship of Walter 
| Winchell. Close to $30,000 was raised 
at $4.80 over 1.500 attending. Ad- 
missio gross plus top performers 
now town auctioning off parts of 
their routine raised the dough. High- 
est bid came whe a Zeppler pastel 


Hearst Memoirs Coin 
To Indigent Actors 


An invalid lying 
California for the 


the twilight of her 


sickbed in 
six years in 


on a 
last 
life, Eva Tanguay, 
one of vaude’s greatest headliners, 
has written her memoirs for Hearst's 
American Weekly. Series started in 
Sunday's (29) 
fiv« 

Inasmuch as 
welfare organizations have been as- 
Sisting Miss Tanguay since she be- 
came bedridden. the actress noted in 


issue and will run for 


week: 


various theatrical | 


her first installment that “of the 
money I get from this story from 
The American Weekly. I do not 
want one dollar for myself. My con- 
tract specifies that this shall go to 
the fund of the actors tor some other 


actor who is as 


hav e 


improvident as I| 

been.” 
Pointing out “I Dent Care” was | 
her creed as well as the title of her | 
famous song, Miss Tanguay Stated | 
some $2.000.000 were poured in to} 
her lap and “I tossed it all away as | 
fast as it came.” The millions are 
gone, she says, and “I don't have 
much left except my smile and my | 
happiness.” 


Henie-Haley Slated 


For Indie Circus Pic 
Gainesville, Texas, Dec. 30. 

Sonja Henie 

take leading “Gainesville, 

U.S.A.” a semi-documentary film to 


and Jacr 


parts in 


Haley will 


of Runyon was offered. It 


$7,500 and in tr 


brought in 
irn was presented to 


Winchell as a gilt to be hung in the 
wing when built 

Acts participating at Walter | 
Jacobs’ Tarleton included Mary 
;Small, Frances Fave, Bert Wheeler, 
Jackie Miles, Harvey Stone. Jan 
Murray, Gypsy Rose Lee, Carlos 
Ramirez. Ham (‘Joe  Palooka’) 


Fisher, Freddie D’Alonso orch, Ben- | 
ny Davis. Buddy Allen, Myron | 
Cohen, with Diosa Costello and 


Winchell 
selling their hip-swinging 
as climax to the. affair. 

| nitery immediately of- 
{fered them any sum wanted 
to work in then 


1 
WOrKRINYL a 


a rhumba team 
for 
ops attending 
they 


pot 


Pickford-Cowan Dicker 


Hope-lngrid for ‘Venus’ 


If Mary Pickford-Lester Cowan 
ean sell Bob Hope the idea of co- 
starring in “One Touch of Venus” 
it would see the unusual of a United 
Artists co-owne releasing her film 
through Paramount. That's due to 
Hope’s Par contract. Ingrid Berg- 
| man is also being cickered as co- 


star, alihough Joan Fontaine is 
other possibility. 


Harry Kurnitz, now in New York 


an- 


on other business. is due back east 
Jan. 29 after a quickie to Hollywood 
ito work in New York for 12 weeks 
or so with Agnes deMille, stager of 
the original Mary Martin musical. 
Kurnitz is doing the screenplay. The 


be built around the Gainesville Com- 
munity Circus. 


Marshall Grant and Associates. a 
new independent producing firm, 
will produce the film, which is ex- 
pected to get under way in about 


six months 


Jimmy McHugh Cited | 


Hollywood, Dec. 30 
Presidential citation of a certifi- 
cate of merit has been awarded to 
Jimmy McHugh, Sr. who did a 


Standout job of selling $28,000,000 in 
war bonds. He was also cited for hi 
work in composing war 

Cleffer is slated to leave for Wash- 
ington after the first of the year to 
receive the award. ‘ 


songs. 


idea is to integrate the terpsichorean 


action tby Miss deMille) into the 


screen versior 


Gray-Rep Talk New Deal 


Holly woced a ec. 30 


Lou Gray. former producer at Re- 


public, was slated to leave for New 
York today ‘Monday) to talk over a 
new deal 

Gray. with Rep for five years, | 
checked out of that spot over the 
weekend 

RAINS’ WB PIC 
Hollywood, Dec. 36. 

Claude R:; et to star in “The 

Ii G W 1 


produce, 


$2.000 | 
Several 


and be the Literary Guild selection 
| for June. 

| Miss this week 
that the story concerns “racial preju- 
and is along the 
line of Gwethalym Graham's “Earth 
and High Heaven.” Latter concerns 
anti-Semitism. It is being filmed by 
| Samuel Goldwyn. Agent said Lewis’ 


Powers admitted 


dices and society” 


book, still untitled, will be “touchy.” 
for Hollywood. She added, however, 
that producer Chery! Crawford is | 


interested in a _ possible 


tion by Lewis of the novel for 
Broadway stage next fall. 

| Lewis, incidentally, about two 
months ago left the Curtis Brown 
| agency, Which had represented him 
for many years, to turn his account 
over to Miss Powers. She was in a 
play, “Angela Is 22.” which toured 
back in 1939 and in which Lewis 
later also took a minor part. They 
have long been close personal 
friends, so it was more or less ex- 
pected that he would turn his repre- 
sentation over to her when she 
opened her agency about a year ago. 
| Still in her °20s, she also agents ht- 
|erary work of Louis Untermeyer, 
Mary Orr, Jimmy Savo, John Carra- 
;} dine, Sir Cedric Hardwicke and 
others 


Old Red Herring Gets 
The Can for Rankin Pal 
Dec. 30. 


nestes of Hollywood 


Washington, 
Blast at some : 


and radio was included in the 


| quickly repudiated report last week 
to the House U Activi- 
Comm . chief counsel, 
Ernie Adamson. While Rep. J. Par- 
nell Thomas («R., N. J.), who will be 
the next chairman of the committee, 
announced he would fire Adamson 
for getting out the report without 
committee approval, Rep. John E. 
Rankin (D., Miss.) put out a state- 


n-American 


1QS 


ttee by its 


dramatiza- | 
the | 


a frigidaire 


Lillian Roth’s comeback fit for 
“The Razor’s Edge” was really 


Reuben’s new hangout 
Where you get a shave in the base 
Larry Parks’ singing made Jolson 


Milland glorified the American bar 


a queen. 

keen. 

with barbers and chairs 

‘ment and a clipping upstairs 


a star. 


Hope bought the Indiags instead of a hoss, 

Crosby the Pirates and made Youngman the boss. 
Peter Lind Hayes crowned the Copa dean, 

Every one doing my Viking scene. 

There are so many more too numerous te mention 
But their press agents will bring it to my attention. 


So s’long, ‘46, thanks for the ride 


The curtain’s descending...your act just died! 








a! 


Show Biz in Tribute to W. C. Fields: 


Cantor Recalls Terrif Sense of Humor 


By JACK PULASKI 


Death of W. C. Fields in California 
on Christmas (25) Day was lamented 
throughout show business and by 
many for whom he provided laughter 
for more than a generation. Gene 
Buck, who 
crack but funny juggler, called him 
“the greatest living comic” of the 
“Follies,” a rating that will hardly be 
disputed. He came up to the mar- 
quee the hard way and after having 
reached his peak lived on borrowed 


time for the last seven or eight 
years, 
Fields was the first actor to have 


in his dressing room and 


it was always well-stocked, for he 
, Was a constant host. When visitors 
called backstage his first suggestion 


after greeting was: “Shorty, see what | 
the gentlemen will have.’ Shorty 
was a diminutive stagehand at the 


New Amsterdam theatre near Broad- 


| way where Ziegfeld “Follies” played 


; into his act. 


ment in which he said mysteriously: | 


| “The American people would be 
| shocked indeed if they realized the 
extent of Communist infiltration 
jand the effect of their subversive 
activities in Government. labor, edu- 


cation, radio, moving pictures, and 
other public channels of informa- 
tion and communication. The half 
has not been told.” 





H. 1. Phillips 


sees the need for 
‘4 Call for Helicopters 
in Theatres” 
* * * 
on editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 
bist Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


- 














and became so attached to the come- 
dian that Fields trained him to go 
Fields disdained to 
quaff water or even coffee, preferring 
liquor but he never missed a per- 
formance or gave a bad show be- 
cause of that. He liked martinis and 
explained that that was the way he 
got his vegetables—onions and Olives. 

The comic was a natural humorist, 
which was noticed away from the 


stage but that’s how he was induced | 
to speak lines, rather than pantomime | 


which 
gling. 
on the stage typed him as unusual 
and during his years with the “Fol- 
lies,” he was considered the funniest 
comic ever with Zieggy's revue with 
the possible exception of Bert Wil- 
liams. 

Fields was a ladies man in his 
prime and it was nothing for him to 
be courting two or three girls at 
the same time. Ziegfeld was his peer 
in that department but Fields 
imagination How he outwitted 
house detectives at the Hotel Astor 
was an example Abed with a 
broken leg there, he got the idea of 
a nurse’s uniform for a femme visi- 
tor. 
and told the house 
was his nurse. 

When in Hollywood, there 
sessions with the late John 

(Continued on page 46) 


first accompanied his jug- 


dicks« that she 


were 
Barry- 





By EDDIE CANTOR 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
W. C. Fields was one of the nicest 


| Christmas presents Santa Claus ever 


gave to this world. On Christmas 





discovered Fields as aj} 


Fields’ dry style in speaking | 


had | 


He would get her a white dress | 


Day, the gayest time of the year 
when everybody is glad to be giving, 
one of our greatest gifts was taken 
away. He, Will Rogers and myself 
made up a sort of a Three Musket- 
eers of the “Ziegfeld Follies.” .For 
one who professed not to believe in 
God and who treated lightly all 
things pertaining to religion, this 
juggler from Philadelphia was one 
of the finest Christians I have ever 
| known, 

He had a devastating sense of 
,; comedy—like the time at the Colo- 


nial Theatre in Chicago when the 
doorman came up to the dressing 
room and said, “Mr. Fields, theres a 
juggler downstairs to sce you.” He 


| had some time on his hands so he 
told the doorman to send him up. 
“What's on your mind. young fel- 
low?,” Fields asked the juggler who 
stood before him, hat in hand 

And this juggler from the Western 
Vaudeville time told him that hed 
like to get on the Big Time and he 
confessed that his act was not too 
good. He wanted consecutive book- 
ing. What would Fields advise him 
to do about it? I'm putting dewn 
Fields’ answer as well as I can re- 
/member. “Look, my juggling chick- 
adee, the first thing you've got to do 


is to juggle objects that no other 
juggler has ever attempted. De it 
in a comical fashion. Make your 
|audience laugh a little bit to start 
| with and then have the laughs grew 


_bigger and bigger until at the end 
| of your act the audience is practical- 
ly in convulsions. Then to finish off 


this act, do one big stunt will 
create talk around town.” 
The juggler thanked Fields pro- 


fusely, kissing his hand as he ! 
| while Will Rogers and I were ! 
corner doubling up with laug!'«! 
Bill Fields had all his money | 
up in cash. Stocks or bonds were 
for him? Yl never forget wie 
tried to interest him in putting 
/money into some good stocks 
“Bill,” I chided him. “it’s =)!): 


have as much cash as you P 
These stocks I've recommended 
good stocks.” I shall aiw: 

ber his philosopohica) retv Re 


40) 


i «Continued op pur: 
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reakqgown ompanies ‘Metro Vancels Day-and-Date System 
, 0 | io 
— j 
a Table of company releases in 1946, including westerns, reissues and | 4 
on eee n L Prot ction; Move 
: ca , . A. tor Legal Protection; 
Company 46 Total and British 45 Total y 
20th Fox Ha) (R) 4 27 4 ° . 
RKO 39 (W) 2 33 Reversing the steady product de- x ajors xien me st wns 
} ' 4 (R) 2 2 | e 4 , ' ‘ 
Para ) { . NN 20 eCline oL the past aecade, the elgnit re) 
Universal-Int 7 W) 1: (R) 1; (B) 8 46 | maiors and tl ninors released 6 
: Col ya rt W) 14 8 total of 405 pix dur s the calendat * In an important move which may 
' Metro 2 R) 1 31 year of 1946, represent in 8 . ultimately cue similar action by 
y United Artist 20 (W) 2: CR) 1; (B) 2 17 | advance over the 377 total for °45 Maurice A. Bergman other majors, Metro has dropped the 
© Warner Bros 25 (R) 2 19 The advance which found every . day-and-date system of booking its 
V republic 50 (W) 16 | major adding to its total for the (Eastern pub-ad head of Universal pix in the Los Angeles area and 
© Monogran 45 (Ww) 24; (1 previous year is cited as refutation Pictures) indicated an intention of abandoning 
f PRC 37 (W) 13 | to exhib charges, frequently voiced testily inquires the practice elsewhere M-G’ s move, 
| during the current year, that Holly- its understood, followed advice of 
> rPYMres . »jec1ec* ? secterne: { . . oo . ’ . ry . . $9 1 
» (R) represents reissues; (W) westerns; (B) British, | wood is party to an artificial product **Is This a Business? its legal experts and is an outgrowth 
r ao nnn SES NSS oo | shortage if the anti-trust decisions both in 
: 9 | Breakdown reveals 273 films of ~ Um New York and Chicago, where the 
; , 1 : * al tre y! k i j wa 
B Record $19 A) 4 000 As 'the majors available to theatre an editorial feature lrastic Jackson Park ruling w 
: S) vy ’ sures oe a oe oe se in the partie 
' | these, 10 were reissues, 19 westerns |} Company ha ithdrawn from the 
+ tlm fy y j ° T i Ko t } ' ‘ 1a the 
and 10 were Britl h films f on J 1] si Anniversary Number Egyptian in Holly 0d and the Bel- 
Arthur Rank, via .Universal and ‘ mont in Los Angele 30th houses 
Majors -lime Ca 0 United Artist int the U S. The of are mwned DY Fox We { Coa t but 
minors, Republi Monogram and VARIETY |} were part of the Mctro LA first- 
e Big Seven’s total net for the | PRC, turned out 132 pix for the yeal ARIETY rut system which also’ includes 
a il vear has mounted to one note | . which actua Ny represt nted a de- Out Next Week = Los Angi : theatre and ‘the 
below the $100,000,000 mark with the George Jessel cone over ie 3) aeare Oe wilsnire. Latter two houses wil Ge 
announcement by Warner Bros. of a = | Their releases included 43 oaters retained by M-G to showcase its 
company re ord take of $19,424.000 whips up some engaging dialog || bringing the total on the westerns . films since they are not situated in 
for its year, ended Aug. 31. With while masterminding P from all companies to 62 the same geographical locality. 
Warners’ net. highlighted against Gain Scored dui ing _ current 0 ns on ] eS | Whether move was necessary or 
previous top returns of $9,901,000 for wie Again an Anniversary stanza Is Saye. ted to aan ah not because of status of anti-trust 
4 ofits of all majors except 7 : company biggies believe W h bie . | Cases Is worrying trade circles since 
United Artists has now touched Story for ‘Variety’ 99 Metro, Universal, 20th Fox and Co- | |}all majors have similar systems, 
$99,000,000. Gigantic year’s total of : 7 lumbia wiil probably chip down urc S as | varying from three to five theatres, 
$120,000,000 is virtually assured since * * * their releases, losses from those four | }in the LA area. Understood that 
only two of the majors, Warners and | companies will be equalized, it Sj . FWC reps journeyed east for a 
C lumbia, have closed their books in the said, by probable agp ett by UA | hurried huddle with Metro toppers 
on the current fiscal year. 11 { ° N I | plus a considerable boost in the | S. ug ] ms in an-effort to convince them that 
. P . mre , ™ ci a we : ee Fs mee ; 
aT ya ae ee sl Anniversary Number | number of givers — regetese to | action was premature. M-G, how- 
atl Be es one . j}reach the fank theatre market. | ; " ver, Ss , advice : ¢ » 
companies in continuing the steady of Sen sinne te a aa tuo oe “* ' Campaign currently being sparked | °°" stood by advice- of its counsel 
space indicated by early returns for siete rg alone, is ‘." ec - 3 os by the Lesion of Decency against and ordered the withdrawal. 
: sess et ; Soff |}next year agains in °45 and Sir | -; Pibce ; i | ~ “@ ; e 
the vear «gain turned up with the ARIETY | alow M dee Wesie dunuld be 3 a foe liberalization a few months ago of Understood that Metro will widen 
| d xahnae 0 as pe £0 ‘ ar y . . . 
sil WB report. Company racked up $4,- Next Week | four to six on his own. Added fac- | ‘he Production Code clause on films its action by closing down othet 
6 000 for its fourth quarter, which re om Be : th ' oli as +1 sie dealing with the drug traffic, last day-and-date situations which it has 
( 8) e@ numoer.?r Is 1e@ newl 
covers the generally light hot weath- : 7 











formed Eagle-Lion which plans | “eek brought a sharp rejoinder, re- in FWC houses in San Diego and 
A i Ast ” ait v 4 att 
er season. Warners also had a blue- 


ie elites oe Ge Suideiund ale” cle layed by a Washington spokesman, oma wen Meanwhile, David O. Selz- 
ribbon year in that the company T ie stinteaent trees ‘taste I from Eric Johnston. Motion Picture mick has snapped up the Egyptian 
reduced its funded indebtedness by fa e ll GS sia eke - = Assn, prexy. Irked by charges that (Continued on page 18) 
$16,242,000 in the 12-month period mespite | sti ke-caused difficulties the change had been “sneaked — 
i thereby slashing its long-term debts | ° in production and hypoed releasing through” by the MPA board meeting 
| to $28,010,000 by Aug. 31. Since that pace, the majors have now piled UP |«in camera.” and that a flock of Cole Porter Score For 
date the Nov., °47 installment of ew ~ n le a backlog of 120 pix. Accumulated “sensational dope pictures was sure 
$1,591,000 has been prepaid product will act as ballast in the 


211 ’ ‘ 2 - ‘ ° ? 
; : t llow,” Ss ade y é 4 M M | P d 
Earnings were equivalent of $2.62 coming year, execs say, and insure o SOE, Saneenes tame Yves mayer etro S usiCa ride 


















































" aS aig ;.4.. | points in his reply. They are: . 
” : per share on the 7,402,180 shares steady supply of films for exhibs. 1. The Lesion, by “ere-judeins,” ts Arthur Freed is slated to produce 
er outstanding, compared with $1.33 act On ] €0 wlahedied its oie Mins a that a musical version for Metro of “Pride 
as last year after allowing for the re- . it is not a censorship body, but mere- ee — ey = 
“4 oni ; te Manaiaee 46 Increasingly hard-fought issue in 778 In "37 Modern Peak ly classifies pictures after they have » Boe cit rien tas chen with uae 
j ( ec oO ’ : | . : | hee ade > onlv ff ’ : , - ’ 
=: against $141,791,000 in thé preyious | distribution contracts recently nego- | P go ye yong cg eee her RR Bae B grated ym Garland and Lucille Bremer star- 
elf year, while Federal taxes climbed | tiated by indie producers for their | oy S thesiee " Follo ne eta 1 : q ‘ te a ~ | Ting. Albert Hackett and Frances 
Pte to $18.500.000 corapared with $16,-/ films has been television rights. | iadiogke prvi dip preted ge ee eee ag ae hy ge on ‘al 
or (Continued on page 18) Video formerly got the brush as a 1944) in totals: stam ot “elaa ag oe foie. 
m ———_ imere “subsidiary right,” but pro- 939—761 el Id S ith’s H berg or hae hag a G ne Gars 
all ducers naturally see the possibility ak = | ~e mith s stand snd taaanenes the saci _— 
se Pres. theme, Mrs. FDR of considerable coin being derived 1941_ 598 | Pe, ee 
a from television in four, or five years. 1942—533 | Harold Smith was awarded the (=== sae eas sand Seam 
To 0.0. Metro’ S Atomic | Distribs likewise see the potentiali- 1943—427 Legion of Honor here last week. 
of 2 2 : ties and don’t want to relinquish con- 1944442 Vet filmer is head of Johnston of- 
ne Pic for Their Final OK (Continued on page 18) 1945—377 fice for continental Europe. Hy RIETY 
he } 
a First finished print of Mcetro’s ” Se ae ee ; bein amy mee Lie . , . ss 
a “Beginning or the End,” story of the tir: laden x — bps ay _ 
He atom bomb, is slated to arrive in ed Riverical Poomieat’” 7 
. New York this week en _ route | 154 West 46th St, New York 19, N. ¥ 
ip. to Washington where it will be SUBSCRIPTION 
el- Screened for final approval of Presi- |} Annual $10 Foreign $it 
ho dent Truman and Mrs. Eleanor e | Single Copic 25 Cents 
Roosevelt. Print will be convoyed N 11] 20 
rn personally by either Sam Marx, ! fy nniversary um er I Vol. 165 Le CS No. 4 
ed producer of the film, or James K. — SS SSS 
he McGuinness, Metro exec producer | Happy New Year 
too) > whom Marx works. I] a 
oke : Metro was forced to shoot several 
‘im retakes of the pix several weeks | OF INDEX 
wn ago when the White House objected | Mien WORD cs vcvecsccccsss 2 
ree to scenes depicting President Tru- H Re Pe eee 38 
ck- man. Film will be shown to Mrs. | | Chatter 47 
fo Roosevelt to ant hee okay Hie the | foi t CASHEEE HSS» C4004 99H 
her Scenes depicting her late husband, Pe MOOUTOWSE. 64k caivabive 14 
it as portrayed by Godfrey Tearle. RIETY i Foreign WEPereriCeeeere yt 16 
our Script was penned by Bob Consi- | CrOOPRe FTAZie? «oss ciicus ¥en 32 
art dine under close cooperation with | | House Reviews .... reve SE 
ow Government and military officials. | Bi 2 ar 
nd Marx also huddled with these offi- | SSID FROIO ciceevsicaonare ae 
‘al- Cials several times during the pic- | | Legitimate ......... hea 40 
off ture’s shooting, so it's not believed | 1 P| .. 45 
vil likely they'll have any objections to | |} Music .......... teserereee S 
any material on the atom bomb in | |} New Acts .........ccseeeeee 3 | 
ro- the final Print. | Night Club Reviews  ot¥ eRe 38 1 
\e re ... 6 bia 
| Orchestras .. er Leis 
Anne Nichols’ New Co. N E A f E ey eee sae Ue aa i 
N || Pre-Produc tion News ... 7 A 
, ew ' indie unit, Sunrise Produc- R e's ; ; 
a is being set up by Anne | Radio Re lews : a 28 1 : 
cae ae A. Edward Sutherland. | re Sculls ele a 45 i 
Slethie” m, “The Unusual Story of | ANUARY z | Television ....... cea ae 1 
by Rip Va ow gg —— J ‘ | VOUGRVENS « ocsaee ses sctaess 36 af 
iy. in Ronkel. No distribution ie} 
: - has been set yet. | | — toaster 
— land directed the new film | cpt coer VARIETE 
Mis< Nich — tbs eh et which | “ “Daily. \ ariety, Ita.) by 
tonke! po a , horec and Van ae Hl $10 a Year—$12 Foreign 
eenplayed, ————————EEEE7~ —— SS = 
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Ideal Factoring Co. (Hersh) Cues 


‘2d Money’ Caution in Indie Financing 


Reflecting the general 


currently prevailing in film financial 


circles concerning status of the in- 
dustry. Ideal Factoring Co. N. Y 

which has ha ‘ nents in more 
than 100 filn disclosed last week 
that it is completely backing out of 
35m indie-pic financing for the time 


Stead 


being, at least It 
into 16m backing on an 


going it 
experimental 


basis and will return to throwing 
tne heaviest {| t of ts invest 
coin into regular commercial factor- 
ing in the garme and other in- 
dustries, field in which it originally 
started. 

Ideal, headed by Martin Hersh, is 
typical of all the secondary financing 
outfits, such as that established by 
George J. Schaefer Jast winter and 
Arthur Greene's organization in 
Chicago, in backing water from ex 
tensive plans for expansion and 
large-scale vesting that they were 
making six ont ago. According 
to Hersh, whole field has become too 
speculative as a result of strikes, 
shortages, Technicolor delays, upped 
production costs, internal dissension 
in United Artists, which handles 
most of the indie product, uncer- | 


tainties ahead in foreign distribu- 
tion, and generally hazy picture 
concerning the U. S. 18 to 24 months 
hence, when pix now being financed 
will go into release 

‘Transitional Period’ 

“From the investment and banking 
point of view.” Hersh declared, “it 
appears much to sit back and 
wait until the present transitional 
period is over and the general in- 
dustry situation clarifies itself. In- 
dependent production is fraught with 
too much danger, particularly since. 
unlike the major companies, an in- 
dependent is not in a position to 
temporarily shelve a_ film if. it 
happens to be completed at an 
inopportune time for its release.” 

Banks some months ago started 
to pull in their horns on pic backing, 
although their position is always 
considerably better than the 
ondary financing outfits, since 
get their coin back on assignment 
by the producer of initial rentals 

Tenrenene on page 18) 


safer 


sec- 


they 


Beaton Assoc. Producer 


For Korda on Wilde Play 


uncertainty ® 





Valli Easy to Bally 


Valli, 22-year-old blond Italian 
film actress, arrives in New York 
today (Wednesday ) aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth to start work 

The Paradine Case,” being pro- 
duced by Alfred Hitchcock for 
David O. Selznick’s Vanguard Fil 

' Insists on Lhe ngie 
é is under a long-term pact 
Selznick She was discovered 

d signed by his distribution chief, 


Neil Agnew, during a European trip 


t vear. She's been studving Eng- 
is] i? Rome for the past eight 
ni S 

Femme will be co-starred in her 

tial pie with Gregory Peck and 
\ Todd. latter a British actress 

se making her American de- 


Stephen Foster 16m 
Shorts With ‘Bridges’ 
For Full-Length Pic 


Unusual experiment in simultane- 
Iv making a feature and shorts 
for 16m. distribution and_ possibly 
is being backed by Ideal Fac- 

ring Co. N. Y., film financing 
outtit which has just bowed out of 
esting in regular Hollywood pro- 
uction. New company, Admiral 
ictures, Inc., has been set up to 
ke and release the narrow-gauge 
product, with George W. Weeks. vet 
production and distribution exec, 


v.p. in charge of sales and distribu- 
tion. Martin Hersh, prexy of Ideal, 
is also prex of Admiral. 

Initial films in the experiment are 

production in 16m Koda- 
chrome on the Gordon Street lot in 
Hollywood, with shooting slated to 
finish early next week. Being made 
are 12 two-reel shorts, each one 
containing a song by Stephen Foster 
and a dramatic portion concerning 
incidents in the famed songsmith’s 
life. including the inspiration for the 
| particular tune. 

Each of the shorts will be self-con- 
tained, but so written that the 24 
reels can be edited into a regular 
eight- or 10-reel pic on the life and 
songs of Foster. Special bridges to 


now in 


Cecil Bead, who designed sets link the parts are being shot. Fea- 
and costumes anc appeared in cur- ture will be labeled “Beautiful 
rent Broadway run of “Lady Win- Dreamer” and is expected to be 
dermere’s Fan,” has been pacted by ‘'caly within a few months. Full 
Sir Alexander Korda as an asso- 35m production values are being 
ciate producer on Oscar Wilde's play, put into it, Hersh said, but produc- 
“Ideal Husband.” which will be tion in 16m makes possible a total 
made in England next summer. cost far below a standard feature. 
Beaton will sail with Korda for No budget has been set on the initial 
London on the Queen Elizabeth Fri- | film, since there has been no previ- 
day (3). Korda has been in the ous experience with a production of 
U.S. for the past several months this type. 
and returns to New York today 


(Wed.) from a vaca 
ton, Fla. 

Wilde play. which has just been 
acquired by the producer, was orig- 
inally staged in London in 1895. 
Korda will make it in Technicolor, 
with Beaton designing the produc- 
tion. He'll also supervise the cos- 
tumes for “Salome,” which will be 
made by Korda this spring with Or- 
son Welles and Eileen Herlie. 


Dillard’s Successors 


Jay Eisenberg. of Loew's legal de- 
partment, has been named to succeed 
Tyree Dillard, Jr., liaison between 
Metro’s sales znd legal departments. 
who resigned last week to open a 
law office in his home 
Greensboro, N. C Pincus Sober, 
former legal counsel on Loew’s labor 
relations staff, will succeed Herb 
Nusbaum, Dillard’s associate. who 
also resigned last week to join the 
Monogram legal staff on the Coast. 

Eisenberg, who served as legal 
representative of the group that 
worked out Loew's retirement plan. 
takes over Friday (3). New appoint- 
ments are considered a step upstairs 
for both Eisenberg and Sober. since 
they're moving their offices from the 
seventh and fifth floors, respectively, 
to the eighth fioor of Metro’s home- 
office. 


tion at Boca Ra- 


JERRY WALD IN N. Y. 


Jerry Wald is in New York for 
two weeks’ sessions with Warners 
home Office execs. 

Producer also will eye Broadway 


shows for properties and talent. 


town of 


If the shorts and feature turn out 
as expected, attempt may be made 
to blow them up to 35m for regular 

icatvical distribution. Number of 
majors contacted by Weeks and 
Hce-sh have indicated interest in 
seeing the result. Narrow-gauge 
product will be distributed through 
a franchise-setup, with a national 
ad campaign planned. 

“King’s Men” musical aggregation 
is Going the choral work in pictures. 
Dick Westen is producer-director 
and Al Smiley did the scrint. 
Hersh’s brother, Sam, is production 
manager, Another brother, Dave, is 
currently partnered with Sam Cos- 


low. Walter Bachelor and Monte 
Proser in production of “Copaca- 
bana’ for United Artists release. 


Admiral Pictures, it is expected. 
latcr will go fully into the 16m field, 
making entertainment, educational 
and religious films. 


Hyman to London Jan. 10 


For Lesser’s 2 Fi 
ilms 
Louis Hyman, v.p. of Sol Lessex 
Productions, planes to London Jan 
10 for several weeks of huddles. 
He'll take with him a print of 
Lesser’s forthcoming “Red House” 
and will confab with Dave Coplan. 
United Artists’ manager for Britain. 


on London spening. He's also s 
uled talks with Bob Wolff. RKO 
opper there, on distribution of the 
Terzan” pix, which RKO handles 
nan has been in New York fo: 
pe even weeks on Le 
go back to the Coast following 
turns from abroad, 


ched- 
for 


Ssei biz 


| his re 


'with United Artists. 





Jozy Adams 
Writes About the Seque 


“From Punches to 
Punch Lines 


* * * 
an sditorial feature 
of the 
41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
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rench Bankers 


Tighten Up Also 


Paris, Dec. 30. 
French film industry, struggling in 
the tl es of postwar reconversion 
difficulties, received its greatest set 
back since the war's end last week 


when the four largest French bank- 


ing houses shut down all credits to 
French producers. Banks, including 
the Societe Generale, Credit Lyon- 
1ais. B.N.1.C. and Comptoir National 
D’'Ecompte, gave no reasons for their 


decision but industry chiefs attribute 
it to the general economic unrest in 
the country 

Crisis in French production has 
been hypoed recently by the short- 
age of electric current, which has 
disrupted shooting schedules so that 
producers have no way of deter- 
mining their budget needs or whether 
they ll even be able to finish a new 
film. Influx of foreign pictures has 
also knocked the pins out from 
under the French industry, with 
producers containing to plead for 
self-imposed quotas by American 
over and above the provi- 
Leon Blum pact. 


distribs 
sions of the 
Majority of 


producers concede 





that the American majors have seen | 


the necessity for French product to 
get a break on local screens but 
claim that a mass of U. S. indies are 
flooding the market indiscriminately. 
Several of these indies are affiliated 
with the majors in the domestic U.S. 
market but have pulled out in for- 
eign distribution, in order to escape 


the restrictions imposed on_ the 
majors. 

French public still favors Ameri- 
can pictures above all others but 


producers claim the pendulum 
favor may swing in the other direc- 
tion if the market continues to 
glutted with American films. 


Deutsch-Horne East For 


Board Meet; OK Glett, UA 


Directorate of Story Productions 
will meet later 
okay on Charles L. Glett as v.p. and 
general manager and to give final 
approval to unit's distribution pact 
Glett, who re- 
v.p. and g.m. for 
Selznick, joins SP at once 
readying production of its 
“This Side of Innocence”. 


cently resigned as 
David O. 
to aid in 
initial pic, 

Hal Horne, 
rived in New 


board chairman, 
York from the Coast 
last week, and Armand Deutsch, 
prexy, is scheduled to get in today 
(Wednesday) to attend the board 
meet and signature the UA pact. 
Agreement on basic points of the 
contract, such as the 25‘. domestic 
distribution charge, was arrived at 
several months ago, but attorneys 
have been wrangling on lesser 
clauses. Bert Mayers, of Fitelson & 
Mayers, repped SP and OBrien, 


Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler nego- 
tiated for UA. 

Glett was v.p. and g.m. of East- 
ern Service Stucios at Astoria, L. L.: 


General Service Studios on the 
Coast and headed the Myron Selznick 
talent agency. He was also an indie 
producer and served in the Signal 
Corps during the war. 

Horne and Deutsch expect to re- 
tuin to the Coast the end of. this 
week. 


EVANS BACK TO LONDON MCA 
Law Evans, Music Corp. of 
Ameri@a rep in England, leaves New 
Ycerk today (Wednesday) to ret 
te London, He had been 
until last week with MCA 
dio execs on the Coast. 
Evans expects te 
U. S. in March He'll 
and with Jimmy 


MCA’s London topper. 


rence 
in 
huddling 


and stu- 


turn to 


work in Eng- 
Jr., | 


McHugh, 


GE it. 
| Literary 


this week to put its | 


be | 


are | 


the: 


| for a publisher to buy up copies re | 


Show Biz Needs Xmas Present System 


Show business goes in for Xmas gifting as an occupational ritual io 
such a large degree that it should be cautioned henceforth on 
proposition of keying its holiday presents. 
such seasonal gifts run into fancy figures, perhaps of an averave 
higher in quantity and quality than in any other branch, there is 
always the hazard of honest losses, absences from permanent addre: 
perhaps a congenital bohemianism about the formality of prope 
acknowledging gifts, etc. which makes it mandatory for giftors 
giftees alike, henceforth, to make certain the presents were 
received. And, if unacknowledged, 
a followup checkup 


the 
Apart from the fact that 


Ses, 
rly 
and 
roperly 
the donors should have a key for 
This was brought home several times last week with curious re ults 
There instance of a publisher who dispatched an office 
boy to make the rounds on the Monday before Xmas and found the 
boy never back on the job. The popular show biz habit of senq- 
ing out liquor has had repercussions on both coasts and in Chi. Only 


Was an music 


came 


a few of the more seasoned hands either have a system of personal 
conveyance or a return card for checker-uppering. ° The amount of 
stuff that gets detoured, accidentally or by design, all points to the 
necessity of a more realistic method of keying safe receipt. Too many 
calls in the past week*have cropped up, inquiring whether or not the 
intended recipient got a certain parcel, indicating that the Xmas 
present habit has become a bit of a larceny in certain quarters 
Something new which has been added, also, due to new and or ine 
adequate sales staffs in even the best of shops has been the embar- 
rassing tabit of not removing price tags from gifts. Somehow the 
mystery ‘of how much an Xmas present costs is minimized when price 


tags overly 


busy sales clerks. 


are overlooked by 


Justice Dept. Denies It's Ready 
To File Trust Suit Vs. Technicolor 


s Dec. 30 
‘ ’ | Reports Justice Depart- 
Amber Back on Sked ment is ready to file anti-trust 
; |suit against the Technicolor Corp, 

Hollywood, Dec. 30. are completely without foundation 
Production of “Forever Amber” : 








Washington 
that the 
an 


; - according to Justice anti-trust di- 
at Le oe - stepping along accord- | yicion officials. 
ing to schedule in its second start,| , 
B 2 ‘We are not nearly ready to de- 
regardless of recent cases of illness |. pint ; , : 
cide anything vet and we have not 
among the cast . ‘ 
; gotten the green light to file such a 
Otto Preminger, director, gave the 
. suit,” said a spokesman. 
players a half-day off to dress up ie 
for their New Years Eve celebra- The fact is that the Justice De- 
tions, Schedule calls for 54 more | Partment is still digging into the case 


;and collecting information It will 
| not make any decision until it has all 
its material on hand. 


$150,000 Sliding Scale (ic noua be 1m t position he ont 

eye + suit against Technicolor. However, 

Ceiling on Par’s Buy |its Coast office moved slowly and 
Of ‘Jed Blaine’s Woman’ 


| failed to obtain all the requested in- 

formation. The case was returned 

_ | to the Coast office some months ago 
Screen rights to “Jed Blaine’s 
Woman,” novel by Evelyn Wells to 
be published by Doubleday next 


to start all over again. 
spring, have been purchased by 
Paramount. Price was $50,000 plus | 
50c a copy for every copy over 50.- 
000 until a ceiling of $150.090 is 
reached. Bonuses of $25,000 are 
provided if the book becomes a 
Guild or  Book-of-the- 
Month Club selection. 

Deal originally sought by Hal Mat- 
son, agent for the author, 


days of shooting, 


Irene Dunne Quits Col. 
In Harry Cohn Tiff 


Hollywood, Dec. 30 

Irene Dunne and Columbia called 
off their contract, with two pictures 
to go, after an argument with Harry 
|Cohn over the star's right to ap- 
was $1 8! crave the director .nd the leading 
copy for each copy over 50,000. | oan in her Sime 

ar resisted that, however, inas- ; Cc ‘Nat oa th Miss 
much as a_ per-copy bonus of | oe meee we: ae 
eek thee beclns te tear the | Dunne will not play the star role in 

: f a ad ithe Casey Robinson production, 
point where it might be profitable | . “No Sad Songs For Me.” Under- 
stood Olivia de Havilland will take 
over. 


his own’ book and resell them to the 
trade. On that principle, all film | era 
companies are in opposition to per- | net — 
copy bonuses of beyond 50c or 75c. | * A. to N. 2 


Rights were purchased by 20th- John Auer. 
Fox at the end of last week to] Walter Bullock. 
Laura Z. Hobson's novel. “Gentle- | Raymond Burr. 
men’s Avreement.” which will be Tom Connors. 
nublished bv Simon & Schuster. Alan Curtis. 
Price was $75.000, with a sliding Armand Deutsch. 


Charles Erickson. 
Fred Finklehoffe. 
Dick Fleischer. 


scale on beok sales until a maximum 
of $200.000 is reached. Novel deals 
with anti-Semitism. 


Warner Bros. also made a_pur- William Holden. 
chase. having acquired “Slippery Gordon Jones. 
Hitch.” novel by Gerald Butler, Dick Kerr. 


which wes nublished in England re- Alexander Knox. 


cently. It's a crime story. There I. B. Kornblum. 

ere no plans yet for publication in Anatole Litvak 

this country, but it is “sought very Gale Robbins. 

likely there will be. Frank P. Rosenbloom 


Lou Shapiro. 
Ann Sothern. 
Milton Sperling. 
Mark Stevens. 
David Sussman. 
Jerry Wald 
Frank Walker. 


4 Flirt for ‘Forest’ 


Universal-International, 20th-Fox. 
Paramount and William Tyler all 
nterested in obtaining screen rights 





to Lillian Hellman’s current Broad- | Ralph Wheelwright. 
way legiter, “Another Part of the| DPougles Wood. 
Forest,” but no deal has been made) So] Wurtzel. 

yet. Miss Hellman has set no price, | 


leaving that to negotiation, but is | N. , 2 to L. A. 
asking either an outright sale with Irving Berlin 
payments spread over a period « James Elliott. 
years or a down payment plus per- Hal Horne ; 
céntage of the pictures profits. | Ben Kalmenson 
Wyler is anxious to obtain the| Harry Surnits ; 
property for production by Liberty Janis Page ° 
Films, indie unit in which he is a| Arthur Schwartz 
part tner. since he directed Miss Hell- ! Marvin Young. 
man’s “The Little Foxes” for Samuel 


Goldwyn. 


Europe to N. Y. 


’ Jrina Baronova. 
N. , 2 to Europe Samuel Goldwyn. 
Cecil Beaton. Fo 1 * ‘Hie. 
Lawrence Evans c: ‘-s T*nench. 
Sir Alexander Korda. Ivor Nevello, 
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VARIETY PICTURES Ss 


LINGO PIX SPREADING INTO STIX 


Korda’s Aide Reprises Same Warning ‘TINE! STIf BI's British ‘Henry’ Has Piled Up $700,000 
That U.S. Better Show More Brit. Pix’ P AINIENCE Net im Only 10 U. S. Roadshowings 






























































Heavy use of films by the British 
government during the war which 
saw some 923 films produced by the 


The four plan to coordinate their | 
campaign with group meetings with | 
top U. S. exhibitors and distributors, | 











Illustrative of the way for- 
eign films are catching on in the 
U. S. is the new record being 


| viewing prospective employees for 


the FC setup and to have inferred 
that they might be handling Selz- | 





syinding another note for wider 
So inding one Stich #3 : > 4 Jnited Artists, which sent “Henry 
distt bution of British films in the ’ . . Vv” into ] } A +9 1 ' 4 
“Ow arity of reic . nto release last April 3, has pile 
U.S. if American producers hope Growth in popuiarity of foreign Jimmy Durante release last April 3, has pil 
' | pi-tures, as evidenced especially in ‘ : up a net profit of $700,000 to date on 
to retain their hold on the British Hollywood Humorist a oe encea especially ll « : Abtel ng ; 
market, P. C. Stapleton, director of New York, where almost 20% of | Hollywood bon vivant and | |the British-made pic. It has played 
) Sir Alexander Korda’s Shepperton Harry Kurnitz the city’s theatres are playing for- man-about-pools only 10 engage me ms % the L S. and 
and Worton Hall studios, declared . | eign product cn at least a part-time ara seven in Canada, plus ang stands of 
an . se . “uate ta wade : i : e we > C , ‘ee nights in lle 
last week that the more good Brit- has a humorous piece | basis, is reverberating throughout ails ho ; = two ol bresiage mene i colle ge 
sh pictures that are produced, the the country. Besides many nabe ex- now that he's got a private puddle owns. All dates have been on road- 
. . . ’ y ’ ® > 2 ° ° ° ° . nee . aap ot T =< " —s 
less the British will have to import on Novel Contests | hibs converting to 4 partial foreign- in his backyard it has put him mew ewe, — => houses 
American product to fill their | film policy, realty owners in several ce tae — = aera . —— yee 
screens. The time may come, con- 7s 8 | cities without art houses have come In the Swim been a net to the distrib of 51% of 
‘ . ‘ : . ~e Work rer al | vic’s b.o. gross. 
sequently, when the British will an editorial feature | to New York recently with the in- | e* @ & Twa : te aaa , 2 _ ' 
have a buyers’ market as far as of the j tention of building art houses in hedastes of the early U.S. engagements 
pial iieas Peng le ger 4] ; ; their home towns if they can get an editorial feature are currently closing, and nine new 
| Camda as a a st Anniversary Number | | enough, product. in the hia. ace ak ange siar ye wn 
: ; S ; . - 20 rer and ilding ans ° ; licago after 22 weeks and Mem- 
pro juct as the A do now af “ART TY j Re conversion and building plans 41st Anniversary Number phis after four weeks. Cor tinuing 
Stapleton, stressing that he was | are giving added impetus to _the of , are New York, now in 29th week: 
speaking as an average member of Out Next Week | current scramble by indie American Washington, currently in its 7th 
: ‘ . : . ° i as bs l, } Ss ‘ 
the British public and not as a} | distribs to buy “up French-made pix | VARIETY week, and San Francisco, in its 12ih 
distribution exec, pointed out that | | for release in the U. S. At least | (Out Next Week) week, 

' English pictures had _ increased | 25 American indies are currently | New dates, which will bring UA 
steadily in both quality and quan- | | shopping for product in Paris and, iclose to the limit of the 14 prints it 
tity since the war’s end. Fact that | paradoxically, are finding plenty of | e 2 lhas on hand. are Philly (opened Dec. 
British product is now getting more | renc 00 an | French films available but a tremen- | p Z7nIC la 193). Cleveland (Dec. 26). Milwaukee 

. . *4: . . 12 : T ta tne . » + ¢ 
playing time on British sereens is | 9 9 dous bottleneck in U. S. outlets be- (Jan. 2), Kansas City (Jan. 3), New 

t because it’s getting better, not be- | cause of the still limited number ; Haven (Jan. 7), Providence (Jan. 8) 

cause American: films are losing of U. S. theatres playing foreign | . Atlanta (Jan. 31), Seattle (Feb. 2) 

: eavor. he said, The time when the ore a @s i pix. Illustrative of booking condi- | nl nl land Rochester (Feb. 2). 

7 British will be able to produce —. tions is the fact that the 55th Street | | Paul N. Lazarus, Jr.. UA pub-ad 

enough to meet their own demands | Playhouse, Fifth Avenue Playhouse | | head, who has been handling the 
is dependent on many factors, but }and Avenue in N, Y. are all booked | “Henry” dates, is- planning also to 
conditions are improving steadily Wap or 0 aS | sclialy for the next eight months. | n 0 rn ar /continue the college town  barn- 

a and that time will undoubtedly | | Representatives of realty firms mY storming, which has proved excep- 
come . , ; | Cleveland, Cincinnati and Chicago tionally profitable. For instance, in 

; . ‘ Pointing up the increas agores- ‘ : = : y I ; ; apie tm 

‘ Stapleton arrived in New York rm ; a mie inte aSs8res- | have contacted N. Y. distributors of ' Deal reported in the trade last Northampton, Mass. (Smith College), 

e aboard the Queen Elizabeth Dec 12; ™ scm of foreign films in the do- foreign films during the last several week to be cooking between Selz- pic in three days earned a net of 

1 and left for the Coast Saturday (28) mestic American market, a group of | weeks to lineup product with an nick Releasing Organization and $2,300, or approximately 50° of the 

1 to study American production tech-| leading French producers are pre-| eye to seeing if there’s enough to ites eSneion a dented Mawes $4,500 profit gained in the four weeks 
niques and equipment. First stop in | paring a personal campaign for bet- keep a.enew theatre operating 52 sid — ee , 8Y run in Buffalo. 

t Hollywood will be at the 20th-Fox rel ae ti f ; _ weeks a year. Several more N. Y. (30) by Joseph Bernhard. Latter, —— 

ee r playing tin , sir pr t j ; x : . 
y studios, under arrangements set up i a eee oe ; teir product in! nabes, including the Brandt-owned | who bought intu the reissue outfit ° 
r, (Continued on page 20) | the United States. Four French film) Atlantic Playhouse in Brooklyn, | Jast week. was said to have done so Sam Goldwyn in London 
sae toppers planning junkets to Americ com wanna ee ener ee , , sible : : Ss 
& America, have recently been converted to as part of an arrangement for physi- . 
°° sometime in January are Gen, Cor-| first-run outlets for foreign pix. In .¢al handling by FC of Selznick prod- Avers US Fans Hi hl 
o - sy oO " » . - _ es op - toad e “ <a4 
British MOI Ex ects To niglion-Molinier, president of Gau-! addition. Vog Films, an indie distrib) yct and perhaps eventually some- — g y 
mont; Jean Le Duc, George Loureau (Continued on page 18) what broader a tiviti N il Agni . . . 
cise Miater J ’ ( -d on page at broader activities. Neil / Ww, | 
° ° ” | prexy of Regina Films and French ? sane + ' . = to Receptive to Brit. Pix 
tinue n 0 1X se | ideal ; “ SRO prexy, joined Bernhard in| 
on 9 partner of Alexander Korda. and . ; “4 . : : >) 
7 ern : ge Mlle: denying that a deal is pending. London, Dec. 21 
. 5 . ’ | Andre Paulve, president of Discina : | At press rece iven by RKO 
Major Circuits Book “Em Fins. | 42d St. Theatre’s 25G | Bernhard, former Warner Bros.) At press reception given by RI 
| theatre head, was reported inter- for Sam Goldwyn at the Savoy hotel, 


Dec. 20, Goldwyn stated he was here 
for two reasons. One was to see his 
son, who is working as assistant di- 

















Royal Air Force respectively. These 


Albany, Dec. 30. 


Wind,” which chalked up $9,000 


of the recent dispute in which he 


no limits in America in entertain- 


| 

Ministry of Information through the | i? an effort to gain acceptance for chalked up by the French-made | iets product. FC is handling some | tector to Sydney Box, and (2) to 
- ex years of confiict, is expected to oe koe ee ee werd none Recon eng Aig Byer + | Selznick reissues and a misunder- | atrange for West End showing of 
Ps y continue substantially the same in | the arty houses and an SOURIONNS | week at the Apollo, N. Y. Of- | standing may have occurred on that | “Best Years of Our Lives,” for 
y peacetime though on a_ slightly | subsequent run theatre. Producers ficials of the Brandt circuit, | enews. ’ which no theatre has yet been 

D- reduced scale. Stressing films as | will try to persuade the American | which own the house, predict the F oe : aa ' chosen. 
ig an ideal channel for dissemination | toppers to play good French product film will gross an unprecedented Cc reteset age teaedl of . ape — = | As regards British pictures, Gold- 
of information, Thomas Baird, di- |i" some of the better domestic, $24.500 at the end of its first eee ane operates through 22 wyn said they were inspiring Hol- 
ss rector of the Film Division of the | 2uses. With the exhibs they will| seven days tonight (Tuesday), regen ders in other territories. | 1 oog, He thought “Henry V” a 
in British Library, declared in New point up the increasing popularity} 2"d will have played to approxi- | soe pee a meen exchanges in 2 | great job, and liked several other 
n, York that “the British government | and b.o. strength of foreign films in| mately 90,000 people. wove - ones peeey aan | British films he had seen. He re- 
ge is definitely committed to a film pol- | ‘His country, while the argument for | Apollo, with 1,400 capacity, is — inspect end bill for Se ote 'futed statements made by several 
ke icy and has a strong belief in that | 4Stvibutors will be better playing| Charging $1.20 top for the pic- | 4m eptese # hong: nucleus | important British film people that 
medium both at home and abroad.” | (Continued on page 18) | ture. Film runs 200 minutes but rec pene + isis oc as | English pix are not getting good 
Top grossers the British govern- | the slowdown in turnover is | Could be expanded. _ | showings in America. He said that 
ment has had recently are two) 7. : - compensated by the theatre run- | Agnew refused Monday to dis-/ 12 films are currently being shown 
decumentary films “The Raider” | Fielding Files Appeal | a continuously from 8 a.m. | Chose organizational plans for the | in New York, and six in Holly- 

and “Journey Together” which deal O ‘ . ‘ | to 3 a.m. Last previous record- j new releasing organization Selznick | wood. 
with the merchant marine and the | n ‘Outlaw’ Permit) holder was “Gone With the | has been forced to set up as a result/ He further added that there were 


pictures were turned over to Nat 
Sanders’ American firm, known as 
English Films, which distributed the 
pair on a percentage basis. Both 
films scored long runs in key U‘S. 
cities and have been booked by the 
Loew and RKO circuits. 


During the war many British and IN. Y. License Commissioner Benja- 
American film stars offered their | ™in 
Services to the Government on the | 
cuff but now, that patriotic custom | tion that pic’s advertising has passed 
has faded with cessation of hostilities. | 


Notable among thespers who appear- 
ed in British documentaries 


|Ward C. Bowen, acting director of 


was | 


Appeal from the ruling of Dr. 
the Motion Picture Division of the 
State Education Dept., upholding the 
license granted to Howard Hughes’ 
“The Outlaw,” has been filed with 
the 12-man Board of Regents by 


Fielding. Review of Dr. 
Bowen's findings and a determina- 





the line of decency are sought by the 
commish. 
One of chief points of dispute on | 


Elward G. Robinson who starred in jwhich Fielding lost out before Dr. | 
the RAF saga, “Journey Together,” | Bowen was whether ads outside the | 


among others. 


HEINEMAN SETS NT 
DEALS FOR RANK FILMS 





Way to Heaven,” J. Arthur Rank’s 


‘eadoff pix under Universal distri- | 


sie will play a number of Na- | 
Peale Theatres circuits including | 
mind Coast, William J. Heine- | 
ons ank's U. S. sales head, said 
~ = on his return from the | 
open fe tr west was further pried 


r British pix by a deal which 
tise cman made 
represents a sw 


it . Dn 
ormer policy ee 


’ of sticking to the art 
houses since the FWC theatres are 
[pe and nabes., 
Ollowed: its previous] 
Sly shaped 
(Continued on page 20) , 





: for playing of Pres- | 
8¢ Pictures in 20 FWC houses. Pact | 


state could be considered. 
firming the seal, decision did not 
cover context of film nor “decency” 
of out-of-state ads. 





~ Johnston’s Ariz. Sunning 


Both “Wicked Lady” and “Stair- | 


Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. prez, is currently resting in 
Arizona on orders of his medico. He 
had been at his home in Spokane for 
the holidays, but doctor decided, he 
wasn't fully recovered from attack 
of pneumonia which he recently suf- 
fered in England and sent him to the 
dry-air-and-sunshine territory to re- 
cuperate. 

MPA head's schedule called for 
him to spend two weeks in Holly- 


| wood before returning to his head- 


quarters in Washington, but it isn’t 
certain now whether he'll get in the 


| studio visit or not, since he intends 


to be back in the capital around 


| mid-January. 


In con- | 


| dercurrent” 


at $1.10 tops. 


(Continued on page 18) 








National Boxoffice Survey 





Holiday Week Booms Biz — ‘Razor,’ ‘Show-Off,’ 
‘Skies,’ ‘Time, Place,’ ‘Song,’ ‘Clouds’ the Big Six 


National film theatre 


New, strong screen product, 


business | stays up largely via its marked 
‘surged back during the past week,| strength where showing, since in 
measuring up to promises and top-|only three spots. “Life,” 
| pling old records in many key cities. | olis topper, is uniformly solid to big 
of | 


Minneap- 


in five cities. “Jolson Story” (Col), | 


course, is helping and in some spots! doing sock $32,000 in Chicago and 


competition even for 
week trade is keen. 


“Razor’s Edge” (20th) is shooting 


up into top spot, being more than | 
| $150,000 ahead of its closest rival in | 
| keys covered by Variety this week. | 


|“Show-Off” (M-G), new Red Skelton 

comedy, is strongly entrenched in 
second position, showing in 12 spots. 
“Blue Skies” (Par), which has been 
up among the winners for several 
weeks, climbed back into third 
groove this session. 

A newcomer, “Time, Place, Girl” 
(WB), is a sturdy fourth place 
money champ, playing -in 
cities. “Song of South” (RKO) 
coming into its own this stanza, tak- 
ing fifth slot. 

Others in the Big 10, in order of 
boxoffice take, are “Till Clouds Roll 
By” (M-G), “Cross My Heart” (Par), 
“Wonderful Life” ‘RKO), “Best 
Years of Lives” (RKO) 
(M-G). “Best 


is 


big holiday | 
| week 
| doing big. 


seven | 


and “Un- | 
Years” | 


opening this 
smaller cities and 


is 


Seattle, 
many 


in 
in 


socko 


“Man I Love” (WB), a newcomer, 
shapes nicely in three keys. “Stair- 
way to Heaven” (U), also new, looks 
promising, being smash in its N. Y. 


'preem at reserved-seat Park Avenue 


which Universal is now operating. 
“Humoresque” (WB), another new! 
entry, is getting a record $58,000 in | 
its N. Y. preem. “Wicked Lady” 
‘U) is sturdy on its second session 
at N. Y. Winter Garden. 
“Wake Up and Dream” 
which had been doing 
fairly well smothered 
new product this week. Same is 
partly true of “Magnificent Doll” 
(U) which is big both in Indianap- 
olis and Baltimore. “Black Beauty” 
(20th) shapes stout in Omaha, be- 
ing one of leaders there. “Plainsman 


(20th), 
nicely, is 
in deluge of 


and Lady” looms fine in Louisville. , 
on | 


‘Complete Boxoffice 


Pages 10-11) 


Reports 


|while he was 


ment, saying that critics in New 
York go overboard on British and 
French films. 

Reverting to “Years,” Goldwyn 
stated it was the only pic that had 
been requested to be shown for two 
nights in succession on his trip on 
the Queen Elizabeth. Also that it 

(Continued on page 20) 





SCHAEFER HAS RIGHTS 


TO PALLOS-STAFFORD PIC 


George J. Schaefer, former RKO 
and United Artists topper, now in 
the indie financing biz, has acquired 
American distribution rights to “The 
16th Bar,” Steve Pallos-John Staf- 
ford production formerly labeled 
“Teheran.” Schaefer refused to dis- 
close how he'll handle distribution, 
whether pic will be statesrighted or 
turned over to a national releasing 
organization. 

Film was shot in Rome and Tehe- 
ran, and centers around the plot on 
the late President Roosevelt's life 
attending the Big 
Three conclave in the Iranian capi- 
tal during the war. New title de- 
rives from the fact that the attempt 
on the President's life was to be 
made when the band hit the 16th bar 
of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 

Film was directec by William 
Freshman, and stars Derek Farr and 
Marta LaBarr. They're all British. 
Pallos, who produced the film with 
blocked currency in Italy, is present- 
ly in the U. S. 
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Chi, KC and St. Loo 


Sales Meets As Soon As Decree’s OKd 


Wallis’ First to Lens 
At Rank’s Denham Lot 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
First production by Hal Wallis in 


Will HO Flock Of 





' England will Le filmed on J. Arthur | 





tank’ i nhs just outside 
With still no ind ion from the ¢ Rank’'s lot in De nham, J ist out “ 
t s \ the final decree |} London. Picture will be “For Her 
courts aS tO When nnai i I ; Be 
l to See 
will be handed down, industry saie: ADV PIX PRIMED FOR to e . 
, t I rush f : Wallis, when he was in London 
l rs reaict a gene us! tO] 
Wn sie K last summer, closed a deal with 
el reservatl 4 Na a § ‘ : 
, ¢ Rank but the studio and date were 
City and St. Lé« I y eae . “Fill ing will start some 
issued rric ( i cated New angle on advertising pix f¢ le open. iiming will start : 
31 l] t ntly being ¢ time between May 15 and June 15 
cities have been generally avored | theatre Ss outfit ¢ ( ly being o | ; - 
for sale eet the past and ed in New York to make one-| with Wallis going ovet here a 
f N t excl month ahead of the starting date, to 
believed almost all the fh reeiers or Wegro ealre nor é og 
panies W ll atte pt 1 | € D €¢ vel It claims - reac! tne be decided W}) hin he next Chai! 
there aS soo! is € ee S 4.000.000 weekly patrons of the coun - 
nalized so_ sales chief a talk try’s 600 Negro theatres for approx . 
+} ‘ ‘7 rs 14 + (Fc nat vy $95.000 a ree] 
things over with their field staff: ately $2: al ex ariety 
] ‘ , e 
Sales toppers have already ex- John Gluskin. attorney and band 
pressed discontent wi the decree’s | manager, and Alfred Kohn, recently Jan Preem to Draw 
delay, pointing out they cant set out of the Signal Corps, are organ- | . 
any new policie S {o! 1€ coming | jzers of Industrial & Educational | 50 i S Showmen 
year until they lear: definitely | Fijm Co. Idea is to put plenty of . oe 
under what restrictions they'll be| entertainment value in the films,! pipct Latin-American tent of the 
forced to operate. Consensus, how- | which will be musicals, but more Variety Clubs will be inaugurated 
ever, is that the Government will than average amount of product-) ;, \exico City Jan. 16-17, in a two- 
7 r+ + 1 ae : ' ; 
give them at least six months . ‘0 | plugging that goes into reels designed day party which may run to Jan. 20 
ee ee er ye for ofay houses. More than 50 guests from the U.S 
the necessity fo a get-togetner Ol Theatres will get $3 pel 1.000 pa- will attend the first bene fit staged by 
the sales staffs to map out the n€W | tions usual fee. That's $12.000 to|the Clubhouse of Variety Inter- 
1; " : : ; am 
poricies, : ‘ cover the country. Films cost about | national. Prexy of the Mexico ¢ de 
+ h cn] . rh fc : ' 
Most of the sales chief of the $2.500-$3,000 a reel to produce and tent is Luis R. Montes, prominen 
wig Five —_ eee ater 3 — around $10,000 represents distribu-'! jo¢al distributor. 
rh » ; + Te 2 ‘ he ; ‘ : see 
changes in the decree from Hm tion, handling and profit. Company | ee 
original anti-trust decision handed will also make ad reels for general | 


down liast June, with the exception 
of the competitive bidding provisos 
incorporated in the decision. Latter 
are expected to be bypassed in the 
decree through almost unanimous 
disapproval of Government attor- 
neys, distributors and_ exhibitors. 
Other changes, such as single-sel- 
ling, have already been adopted by 
the majors. 

Metro is probably unique among 
the Big Five as the only company 
that has tried to anticipate the 
decree. Whereas the other companies 
have sat back on almost all the 
decision’s rulings except for single- 
selling, Metro has attempted to 
readjust all situations that might 
have been considered to breach the 
rulings, once such situations have | 
been brought to the attention of the ' 
M-G sales staff and _ explained. 
Exhibs who could prove their situa- 


tions were not competitive, for in- | 


stance, have in many instances been 
granted clearance over their opposi- 
tion, as called for in decision. 

In addition, Metro conducted ex- 
periments in competitive bidding in 
several test situations, all strictly 


the 


competitive, in an attempt to gain: 


knowledge of the way the system 
would work in case it was written 
into the final decree. On the basis 
of this, Metro sales chief William F. 
Rodgers doesn’t predict too many 
enforced changes from his present 
policy. Metro’s post-decree_ sales 
meet, consequently, will probably be 
held on the Coast sometime during 
February, to give the sales staff a 
chance to look over the new season's 
product, as well as to talk over the 
decree. 


GOLDWYN BUYS HOUR 
DISK SHOW FOR PIX 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Indicating a possible new trend in 
film advertising in radio, Sam Gold- 
wyn has bought full program time 
on station KLAC here. There has 
been literally tons of time bought on 
spot announcement bases but Gold- 
wyn’s move is the first such and may 
Start others thinking his way. 

Starting Jan. 1, Goldwyn will 
sponsor one hour of the two hours 
station allots “Christmas Early,” 
femme disk jeckey. Goldwyn will 
take the last hour, midnight to one 
a.m., of the six-nights weekly show 
augmenting with stars and other film 
dressing. 

Plan is to use it for an 
tional as well as for plugging cur- 
rent releases. Initial benefiting film 
will be “Best Years of Our Lives.” 











Claghorn’s Dixie Teeoff 


Eagle-Lion kicks off Jan. 21 with buy out 
the world preem of its lead off pic, | 


“It's a Joke, Son.” Kenny Delmar | 
and June Lockhart starrer. at the 
Paramount theatre, Austin. Texas 


State capital. Opening is timed for | 
Same day as inauguration of Gov- 
ernor-elect Beauford H. Jester. 

Through a deal which hands pre- 
ferred playing-time to E-L’s 
Interstate circuit, Par's partner 
chain, will play “Joke” at Aztec, | 
San Antonio, starting Jan. 22: Metro- 
politan, Houston, Jan. 23 and) 
Majestic, Dallas, Jan. 24. Group of 
E-L top personnel, including Delmar | 
and Miss Lockhart, will head from | 
both New York and the Coast to at- | 
tend the preem and the guber- | 
Datorial inauguration. 


film, | 


$8,600,000 bi 


| suit against the Warner interests and 


institu- | 


| Narrow-gauge distrib that filed for 


Variety Girl 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. 

| Paramount may keep its musical, 
|“Variety Girl,’ under wraps 
|next May, when it'll be shown to 
delegates attending the coast con- 
vention of national Variety Clubs, 
according to reports here. Under- 
stood that'll be the big blow-off to 
the annual confab. 

. Picture is based on the history of 


audiences. 


Goldman Asks 





a> 7 the Variety Club, founded here 
tiona wit nearly 20 years ago by John H. 
Harris and group of Pittsburgh 





showmen when they discovered an 
| abandoned child in lobby of Sheri- 
|dan Square theatre and promptly 
| adopted her. Club was paid $50,000 


Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 
William Goldman late today ‘Mon- 
day) filed a supplemental damage 


the major distributors, asking addi- 
tional damages of $8,600,000 in behalf 
of the Erlanger, which Goldman has | 
under lease. 


story on the screen. 


Albany Club to Fete “Rip” Collins 


Goldman’s new suit, filed in U. S. Albany, Dec. 30. 
District Court, came on the heels of | James Anthony “Rip” Collins, 
| last week’s decree, which gave him| 5), .-time star with the St. Louis 


| $375,000 in damages plus $60,000 for 
lawyers fees and ordered the defend- 
ants to break up alleged “monopolis- 
tic practices’ which he claimed dis- 
criminated against the Erlanger and 


| Cardinals, and playing manager of 
| Albany Eastern league club since 
1942, will be feted by 


| : hotel. Collins recently was appocint- 
| prevented him from getting first-run| gq manager of San Diego in Class 
Product for the house. _ | AAA Pacific Coast league. 

| The new action covered the time | Albany Variety Club will present 
| from December, 1942—when the orig- | the Strauss Festival at the Palace 
| inal suit was filed—until today, dur- | 


: | theatre, Jan. 27 for the benefit of 
|ing which Goldman claims he suf- 


| 

| doved & hens of SRAUOAED.. Sle is axk- |" —OF* SO smemer comp. 
| ing trebled damages, allowable un- 
| der the terms of the Federal anti- 
| trust laws. In addition, Goldman 
| asked for lawyers’ fees and asked the 
court to impose the costs of the liti- 

gation. against the defendants. 
The $8,600,000 asked by Goldman 
is believed to be the greatest amount | 


, : igs Variety Clubs. 
| involved in an anti-trust suit in the Kohn. who has been instrumental 


| j try j + T Ss 
film industry - the U. S. |in an expansion program for the 
| Defendants in the suit are the same 


/as in the original action—Loew’s, 
Paramount, RKO, 20th-Fox, Colum-| pave Flexer was elected first as- 
bia, Warner Bros., Warner Bros. Cir-| oi csant barker: Buster Hammond 
cuit Management, Vitagraph, Stanley second assistant: Ed Sapinsley prop- 
Co. of America, Universal and United | erty master: ond Bailey Prichard, 
| Artists, dough guy. Lightman is ex-officio 
| Meanwhile, counsel for these com- director and past chief barker 

| panies huddled over the weekend to bs ‘ 

| decide what steps they would take ge 

/next. It is believed they would ap- Room for Anderson 

peal the decree, handed down by Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 
Federal Judge William H. Kirkpat-} Northwest Variety club is raising 
‘rick, to the U. S. Circuit Court of 
|Appeals. If this appeal fails, they|cate a room to Art Anderson, re- 
still have the opportunity of apply-| tiring chief barker, in the heart hos- 
| ing for a writ of certiorari to ask | pital which it will build and equip 
the U. S. Supreme Court to review on the University of Minnesota cam- 
the entire question. |pus. This will be in recognition and 
| appreciation of his untiring efforts 


Kohn Named Barker 
Memphis, Dec. 30. 


| Herb Kohn, assistant to M. A. 
Lightman, of Malco circuit, was 
named to a second term as 


the new officers, Jan. 20. 








UWP Would Buy Back  cessfu conclusion, A 
| Old U Films for Television *'°°° ¥'! >* raised. 


minimum of 





United World Pictures, Universal 
subsid, is currently dickering to | re  F Mi; 
16m franchise rights to} Edwin Claude Mills 
hundreds of old Universal films|| (Former General Manager 
from International Television Co. 


of ASCAP and himself an 
authority on copyright ) 
writes that 


Authors Should Own 


reorganization in the N. Y. federal 
court recently. UWP has offered to 
purchase the rights from a creditors’ 
committee which is handling Inter- | 


national’s business affairs under Copyrights 

court supervision. Deal is expected . M M ] 

to be closed next month for the And Limit Their l sage 
films, it was disclosed nd 


JWP already claims to own the an editorial feature 


largest 16m library in the world. | _ of the ‘ 

It recently acquired Bell & Howell’s|| 41st Anniversary Number 
Son-O-Tone library and has U. S. | of 

distribution rights to thousands of | VARIET?) 
British-made pix of J. Arthur Rank. ARIETY 
Company also plans production of Out Next Week 








one new educational pic per week. 





lon 
| Hollywood 


} 
| stripe.” 
{ 


until | 


by Par for privilege of putting the | 


the Variety | 
Club, Jan. 20, at De Witt Clinton | 


chief | 
barker of Memphis Tent No. 20 of! 


| club, will be re-installed along with 


|funds among its members to dedi- | 


|in bringing the campaign to a suc- | 





| NY. Crix Vote ‘Best Years’ the Best 


‘ 

Samuel Goldwyn’s “Best Years of Our Lives” was selected as 

| outstanding picture of 1946 by the New York Film Critics in the £roup’s 
annual polling yesterday (Monday). Italian-made “Open City” Was 

cited as the best foreign picture of the year. Group, comprising 18 

crix from N. Y. daily newspapers and magazines, does not select 


the 


| 


“10 Best” list. : 
Laurels for the best directing job of the year went to William Wyler 
for .“Best Years,” with Laurence Olivier in the runner-up spot fo) his 
job on “Henry V,” British-made film which rated as the second best 
all-around feature. Olivier was cited as the best actor for ‘He: , 
With the best actress award going to Celia Johnston, British actrecc 
for “Brief Encounter.” ; 
Under the critics’ by-laws, a contestant has to poll two-thirds oj the 
votes before it can win. “Best Years” thus won on the second ballot 
with “Henry” and J. Arthur Rank’s ‘Stairway to Heaven” also rece \ ; 
i mentio “Well-Digger’s Daughter,” produced in France. ¢ pped 
second honors as the best foreign film. Runner-up award for t Pp act- 
vent to Fredric March for “Best Years,” with Rosalind R isse]] 


cited as second best actress for “Sister Kenny.” 

Motion for a special award to “Henry” as an outstanding film was 
voted down because the pic had figured in the competition for the best 
of the year. Archer Winsten of the N. Y. Post, chairman of the 


kroup, 
presided at the balloting. 











Foreign Films | NW Indies Study 
Possible Causes 


Of Trust Suits 


30. 





Dees | 
| 
most distinguished pictures, with one | 
exception (Best Years of Our Lives’), 
this list came from abroad; the 
entries, while accom- 
plished, are generally of conventional 


Alton Cook, of the N. Y. World- 


Telegram, also selected five foreign Minneapolis, Dec 





Sealer oe ee we “y rhe | The several heavy judgments al- 
quailty 0 oMywood movies og ready won by independent exhibi- 
past year becomes more apparent 


tors against major distributors jn 


' . | 
| “ ver W 2 C PSs to ke : : i 
than ever when time comes to ma anti-trust law violation suits have a 


the annual choice of the 10 best pic- | 


| number of the territory's theatre. 

| - 3” ‘ sriara “ ‘oO e ir } : . 

tures, Cook declared. a . wy | a |} owners consulting their lawyers to 
2 any years—if ever ¢ P . - 

ume in many yea . | determine if they, too, have any 

happen before—half of these unoffi- | 


causes of action. 
North Central Allied hints that the 


| cial laurels go to imported films in- 
| stead of Hollywood's.” 


P | anti-trust suit filed by the Dul 
NBR Selections | oe ; . 7 ibn y : uluth 
Theatre Corp. against eight major 
National Board of Review teed off | gistriputors and the Minnesota 


the selections early last week, choos- 


. Amus. Co. (Paramount circuit), ask- 
ing four foreign-produced pix on its 


ing $1,350,000 plus fees and costs, for 


list. Two foreigners, including the ‘alleged anti-trust violation, is only 
British-made aeagart A a and Italian- the first of several such actions to 
produced “Open City,” topped the | be instituted during the ensuing 


| list. which also included the British- 


oma a , | months. Bennie Berger, North Cen- 
made “Brief Encounter “y es tral Allied president, is principal 
armen —" gee pyr r2 a oy. | owner of the Duluth Theatre Corp, 
| pened at the Inn” in sixth. Concur- | a = 7 ey 
ring with the majority opinion, the | North Central Allied directors, in- 
board selected “Best Years” as the cidentally, will meet next week to 
outstanding American film of the | C°”Sider a proposal to appeal to the 
year | Department of Justice for relief 


| against alleged “strangulation” of in- 
dependent exhibitors by “distributors 
who, in apparent united agreement, 
are curtailing production to a point 
where the very existence of many 
independent theatre owners is 
threatened.” A “conspiracy or plot” 
on the distributors’ part against in- 
dependent exhibitors is claimed. 


Italian-Dubbed M-G Pix 
For Italo Fans in N.Y.C. 


Loew’s circuit in New York, pull- 
ing a switch on the current popular- 
ity in the U.S. of foreign-produced 
pix, has instituted a new system of 
|showing Italian-dubbed versions of 
| their own product in theatres in the 
city’s Italian-speaking sections 

System teed off via special experi- 
mental midnight shows in five dif- 
ferent nabe houses and the pix are 
slated to go into four other such 
theatres during the next month. If 
the Italian-dubbed pix do good busi- 
ness—and reports from their exe 
perimental runs indicate they will— 
then Loew’s is prepared to supply 
the theatres with a steady menu of 
such pix as they become available. 

First two pix under the program 
are “Ziegfeld Girl’ and “Honky 
Tonk,” both of which were dubbed 
in Italy with Italian actors’ voices. 


Predominant Choices 


“Henry,” “Encounter” and “Open 
City” were almost unanimous choices 
;} on the lists, but other foreign pic- 
tures also made their appearance. 
|Crowther included “Stairway to 
| Heaven” (British) and “Well-Digger’s 
| Daughter” (French), and Cook se- 
lected “The Raider” (British) among 
his choices. With the exception of 
“Best Years,” the American pix se- 
lected varied widely, including such 
films as “Notorious,” “Green Years,” 
“My Darling Clementine,” “Road to 
Utopia,” “A Walk in the Sun,” 
“Postman Always Rings Twice,” 
“Cluny Brown” and “Anna and the 
King of Siam.” 

As an added fillip to the implied 
attack on Hollywood, the Times on 
Sunday (29) also presented its “seven 
disappointments” of the year, as 
| compiled by staffer Tom Pryor. Un- 
| willing to choose the 10 worst pix 
because “Hollywood was quite gen- 
erous in this regard during 1946, and 
it is doubtful that even Solomon in 
all his celebrated wisdom could com- 
pile such an arbitrary list,” Pryor 
said his group comprised those “great 
expectations” which failed “in more 
or less degree to return in terms of 
entertainment satisfaction all the 
money and effort that went into their 
production.” 

For his “seven disappointments,” 
Pryor selected “Razor's Edge,” “Ad- 
venture,” “Sister Kenny,” “Song of| Films are the regular product ex- 
the South.” “Of Human Bondage,”| ported to Italy by Loew's Interna- 
“Devotion,” and “Till the End of | tional, one of the few companies in 
Time.” |the industry that has favored dub: 

“It almost goes without saying,” | bed versions over titled versions. 
Pryor said, “that some of the pic-| Loew’s International has alread) 
tures on this list were—or still are— started servicing indie theatres 
big money makers, and that their, the Spanish-speaking sections 
inclusion here will be regarded by|New York with a steady diet 
certain producers as proof sufficient | Spanish-dubbed pix with some of 
that this corner doesn't ‘know what | the houses playing them to the al- 
the public wants.’ But for every con- most total exclusion regular 
tented aati 





| 
| 











. 
1 


customer. there is a disap- | product with an English soundtrack 
pointed one, and sometimes the ratio ! Spanish versions have also eal ned 


is higher in favor of the latter.” top grosses in the Spanish-languaté 


sections of the country along 
Mexican border. 


Archainbaud Vice (ast!2 


Hollywood, ! WW. 
Columbia inked George 
baud to take over the dire’! 
on “The Crime Doctor's ‘ 
which starts Jan. 3. 


IMPPA Elects Officers 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
| ducers Assn. retained I. E. Chadwick 
as president at its annual election. 

Edward Finney was re-elected 
| secretary-treasurer, Steve Broidy, | 
Hariy H. Thomas and Johnny Jones, 
veepees, and Fred Steele, Belmont 
|Gottlieb, Karl Hittleman, A. W.| Job was originally asi 
Hackel, Sam Katzman and William | William Castle, who step)‘ 
| Stephens to the board of directors. | because of illness. 
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ar ond Films for 1947, Same ve CYCLE QF  |Over 311,000,000 in Retroactive Fi 
° >] 
.) Cie€ases In rst 0S. tudio ay, Th WOOd F eace Numore 
>] 

Setting the same pace as in 19464 mi + Hollywood, Dec. 30 
when tl.? company released 24 pix Glenn H. Tavlor Bv FRANK FISKE Retroactive pay totaling approxl- 
during the year, Paramount will dis- ae ee - Hollywood. Dec. 30 T ada T . mately $9,941,000 will be distributed 
tribute eight films during the first |] (U.S. Senator from Idaho) Holly: pea ye erry urner yy producers to 12 IATSE locals in 

‘ » TAN a will he d rLOLY WOOF" proaucers veren t ia- a : ' at ee Pe ae tarted 
four n s of °47. Films will be , as tires ghia pen gfeun 1e f ' yeriod ( sta 
dra ym Par’s extensive backlog writes that sk . V a > hen th , wer suggests a Dec. 19. Another $1.212.000 we 

} } >; now grown to 27 as Tre- s¢I) Cc ] ks : * : Beer ‘ ' . —1iadaea to tf il I is Soo is 
w 4 - C. Looks to Show Biz shacaal Ses out fa eS ° ’ 

. : . ; DOU See ing l al piaces LO! is = ‘i ( m | » ‘ ; ae 

t of a policy which saw only two 3 : : aegis’ te teaie ie rovii yround joi negotiations are completed’ with 
ain lwo Years Before the Mast” Liberals to Combat New || "ovr ‘/ a f pains A amie 4 j soundmen and cameramen, the only 
, ‘ ce ee =r f promisec scenery 0 worldwide | ve EY as : : ’ ; " aR 
and “Blue Skies,” doled out during || Political, Restoration Era’? |) scope in aoawat films that was Field Exploitation swe IA locals for which contracts 
the last four months of the current a understatement. They’ve not only Men” — not vet oa a Ext : pay- 

gtanza . gone worldwide but far beyond So l cenecKsS cover vil laily a years Tre- 

Slowdown in the last quarter of on omtonel fenture that right now, judging from pic- | . soon st meng 08 “4 — a tly 
"46 was part of a plan to test new soon to appear tures recently released, still in pro- in _— ae veen locais ana proaucers 
selling methods under the anti-trust In the luction or being readied for the neat , _9 New h chictied iio tat ema rkers will earn 
: \ 4? “Chine” : f , : . Pa > an additional $12.000.000 during the 
decisiot Ma and “Skies” were 41st Anniversary Number future, the whole industry is vir- VARIETY S santos 
the g ‘a pigs since Par switched ‘ ay tually hell-bent for Heave1 ming ye 
to a t by-theatre - pat by- : First indication of the celestial!| 4lst Anniversary Number |! 1" salen — 
ple vew method has been SITET" trend ime ’way back last summel! . ean ' for the 
fo for heavy coin with sales VARIETY when Heaven was used for the final | Out Next Week . * te 15.000 IA studio work- 
toppers now estimating rentals for Out Next Week scene in the Abbott & Costello} ey SnEng Ot contrates ta 
“Ski it $5,000,000, company’s top starrer, “The Ghost Steps Out.” In} eee: oe not likely be- 

4 for the year, and “Mast” at a sensa- this . pre-merger Universal release | hed Fe eee ccording to Roy M 
tion 7 $4 dela 100 ¥ | the glimpse of Paradise was merely ej] in Brews IA’s International Holly- 

Adde eason for marking time ip eC ors I 1 shot from itside the gates, with | representat dia because statis- 

. was the hope that the decree, in fin: | the ghostly Costello halted by a sign | wing added living costs will 


shape, would be judicially inked “* 


| that said “Closed for Washington s | CORY OECOTS tes Lie Pacts 

; fore the year’s windup, Opinion of | Birthday.” On ats re re reope! ible if index shows an 
increase of 5% or more 
a maertes has & Cae lie Socres ged irl ec on IX Producers at this point were ap- | ’ oe ; acti 





ce not be down for some time ye parently just sort of feeling their | Labor Peace Imminent 

. cause a ‘nment difficulties of be- | Holly wood, Dec. 30. way in the heavy enly locale, but they | Pathe Indus tries, parent organiza- | Rumors are still current in Holly- 
, three judges have interposed hurdles Warners wound up 1946 with 13 Weren't too long getting through the | tion for both PRC and Eagle-Lion, | wood that a labor peace is near 
y in the way of conferences on find-| directors working on nine pictures | Sates. The Charles R. Rogers opus, has appropriated $3,975,000 for ex-| although neither side will give con- 





ings. Consequently, Par'’s execs | and preparing 10 more for 1947 film- | Angel On My Shoulder,” came out pansion of its existing facilities, re- | frmation. Understood International 
‘1 have decided to wait no longer. ing. Slated for early shooting in the | With full-shot sequences in Heaven, modeling of its buildings and pur-| prexies are huddling in the east, on 
- Fight films and release dates are:} new year are “Voice of the Turtle,” | USing angels and harps and every- |chase of additional a acceptance of AFL arbitration direc- 
~ “Cro My Heart,” Jan. 10; “The|to be directed by John Van Druten: thing. The land beyond the pearly spokesman Set the tS — tive over Set Erectors jurisdiction. 
“s Perfect Marriage,” Jan. 24; “Ladies’| “Whiplash,” by Lew Seiler; “The , @tes has since been exploited quite | closed _ last week. a = acial Pat Casey, labor chief for producers, 
ws Man,” F b. 7: “California.” Feb. 21; | Wallflower,” Frederick De Cordova: | (Continued on page 18) inten’ upon giving u i Me pone is in New York for a two-week 
| “Basy Come, Easy Go,” March 7;| “Two Guys From. Texas” and “Bar- aa backing to both PRC an tha period, 
A “Suddenly It's Spring,” March 21;| bary Host,” David Butler: “The Cureceater j in Ne a Be sync apices Per Wiles wickets arcested foc eseeels 
Z My Favorite Brunette,” April 4;, Frontiersman,”’ Raoul Walsh: “Treas- wsmen , piiaghi< spies i ‘ ” | edly violating court injunctions will 


and “The Imperfect Lady,” April 25.’ ure of the Sierra Madre.” John Hu $16,000,000. 


; f the Si a Madre,” John m G ild’ ; move for a writ prohibiting the hold- 
al = = ton. and “Victoria Grandolet.” “The ll S New NY. Hdgrs. Of the consiruction and remodel- | ing of mass trials by municipal court 


ing nut, some $2,250,000 has been} on Jan. 6. M 


Unsuspected” and “Romance in High t . t, sul yrs . eanwhile defendants un- 

Dp. ; law : > Number of foreign language the- 1} ‘ ) sar ff | . ap ap 
a, ot te Bh. iS Mls 63 os > > allocated to Pathe’s new film labo- trial 3 he Bmhs ‘ 

ne eagan $ Move to et C,” being prepped by Michael Curtiz  atre operators, looking for a new |\~..... ~ der trial at the Embassy Auditorium 


ley c ¥ ratorv ¢ ] i 7 : ar y 9 > ) , I 7 i 
under his own banner. spot in the Broadway area. have | 1° y at 107th St. and Park Ave.,| have been excused until Jan 7, with 
} Lait auUuy a) c a, ¢ 


| Before the cameras are “My Wild fan N. Y.. it was said. Excavation of exception of those acting as their 
: n as é AVA proffered deals to the American | ; : — = : 
1é Par Sales Execs Closer ‘Irish Rose,” “Night Unto Night,” New anaes Guild &, ie x00 gy eee | plot has been completed and laying own counsel. 

\ re ' ing 


. . oA “The Unfaithful,” “Deep Valley,” | renting t a Sa a ee foundation has been started. Plant | SS al 
wall To Exhibs in the Field “The Woman in White” and “Dark ing part of the Guild's newly ac- will be used for printing and proces- 


i ria 





























¢ . ame j Ss ¢ ig J ole l “ s wounded wv » c , - ryrierso Ww nn ie jas rc “ g 
iA ra ‘as been resumed after a two- Hollywood, Dec. 30 Grahame draws a singing role in was wounded while on a USO mis-| Grierson when he was producing 


wt a . encase ae ee ee ee coe a ured headquarters on West 44th sing films. JOAN LESL S 
it, Paramount has switched thej| ** ig a SS WE | eCONs,, ioe. Building, which was : ee ree L’s Coas E 1ST PIC 
nt operation of two of its four divisions | Mie 7 « anes. . m rolls, Love and paid for by a bond _ subscription Expense me * ~— : s — 
~ to the field in a move to promote | Learn” and “Pursued _among Guild members, cost $206,000 cae shape wi L be a he 4 IN YEAR AT EAGLE-LION 
is closer contact between sales toppers | ee and will be ready for occupancy 150,00 ’ mene — anaes : Oe ote 
” and its customers. Step, tagged by | BUDDY ADLER CARRIES next March after renovations are $600,000 will be spent - Smear | _ Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
n- Par as experimental, transfers Earle completed. ment. part of which has alrea y been; Joan Leslie started her first film 
5 Sweigert, mid-eastern division head, ‘MAIL’ WITH LD Understood that the Guild is ready | acquired. Estimated cost of $440,- job in over a year today (30) on 
¢ to h.q. in Philadelphia, and George WI E to conclude pact with some art film | 900 has been set for FeReyarey of | “Repeat Performance” at FEagle- 
Smith. western division sales man- Danveant thn ae exhib in order to help meet the op- | the companys 1 elsvision oo at Lion. Actress last did “Two Guys 
ager, to Los Angeles. Single picture! Cornel Wilde is set for the star erating costs on the building. Final | 106 St. and rer Av e., N. Y. ~m ee From Milwaukee” at Warners, then — 
selling to individual theatres can! spot in “Roys! Mail” at Coltimbia deal, however, will not be consum- | of $135,000 will ste aber ae or | had contract declared null because 
¢ be improved, Charles M. Reagan, after finishing “Forever Amber” mated before the middle of January. improving existing equipment. | she had inked it as a minor, War- 
Ve _ < chief, said by having | chores, Actor’s trip will be his / ond it fine yr sie Senmneae ee 
ils Ivisional managers operate in the | fourth loan from 20th-Fox to the Die nadillils nal pp age sec rg t 
: field. Gower St. lot. « h L t | benzal’s suit is hangin~ fire to get 
od Decentralization step, according * Buddy Adler is moving over from Briefs From t e O S he! og Seti not tana 
pr Reagan, will keep his subordinates | Metro to produce the story of the | po es ae toe yt tapes nd P : 
ot in Close ae oo rapidly chang- ficst postal system in England. nt Mebenent a $167,000 ce 
Ing conditions and aid in making | ‘ ant i —ae ee sited 
aes spot decisions. Eastern and southern | + ; Hollywood, Dec. 30. breersgrs ogee the eeet oF Ae Also in cast of “Performance” are 
sie central under der Jame, Owen and | Weitman S Fund Chore Joan Harrison's fingst producer as- yi My vsomneneyhio space Proving Ramey Pesce ss ed a 
are ety office director of the New York Paramount = ee “Tee x per of inwnande ;| for a support role in “It's Only | 7 a 
ich In a further revamping of Baal ~ grate has ag . a pe a aaa * a ph ar ne ~~ Perey | Human,” —, by aoe Perl- | 
If . ; of the seventh anr.ual fund-raising 5 : - r ” |berg for 20th-Fox .. . Enterprise's | 
ii — a stem, Reagan announced | drive of Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith, | Marks...Leon Errol] starts his 1947 bee 4 of Triumph” will be the only | Grierson’s First Shorts 
ex- ar tte western division would | Weitman wiil steer a campaign for commitment of comedy shorts at) yi tire to be roadshown next year| Ready for Release in Feb. 
henceforth be divided into two dis- | ‘ti > 4 through .._'RKO Jan. 7, with George Bilson]; |, .,7 43 aaah’ at Pe 
1l— tricts instead of three. Hugh Br aly, | $25,000 to be raised thro ugh publica- -oducing and Hal Yates directing by United Artists, starting about| j[nitial short in John Grierson’s 
ply emerty 1 g “y+! tion of Cinema Lodge’s Year Book proeen ing Paci tain tile “Bells April 1... Frank Redman inked | World Today series goes into release 
1 of in charge of the Denver in conjunction with a theatre party . William Witney oe ee — as first cameraman on “If You Knew | 2b. 1 fies follow thereafter ¢ 
exchange, succeeds to the post of | “te bine” of San Angelo” troupe back to the|. .. 4, . ; Feb. Briefies follow thereafter at 
le Co: on ‘aaa ; set for March 20. Magy be .. | susie” at RKO .. . Edward | Jewell | two- week intervals, with United 
ast district manager in place of i . oe ser Republic studio this week after three | ~~ es * elon : | 
cam Del Goodman, resigned. In addition | Martin Levine, general manager weeks of iocation shooting is assigned as art director on “Repeat | artists handling distribution. First 
nky é to the four Coast ll Braly will oc arene theatres, has been Tapped Nevada Thomas R. St. George, Performance” at Eagle-Lion . . .|one will be labeled “Who's Ger- 
bed Supervise the Denver ome Salt T ke | © chairman the year book commit- author, wound up the screen treat.| William Marshall draws the male | many?” and second “The Atom in 
ces. Cty eechs . d Sa a se tee, with George Gomperts as co- ‘ ’ oe oe role opposite Adele Mara in “Light- | Action.” 
y exchanges. Omaha branch has | .),; ment on his new book, “Books Are, Strikes Twice” at Republic 
ex- been added to Ralph  Libeau's is a Lighter Than Rifles,” which Fanchon an en yale ; R nC , will | Shorts are in the March of Time 
nas district a eg will produce for Republic, starting = rid ae arg : ey secke thteen | (20th) and This Is America (RKO) 
i ———_—______ “ Mono’ bd Ist ‘a7 Meet _ early in January. Man” a. the eiuaile = Cedars of ee anil vv p> Hie aes 
e ° ¥ Monogram s fir » aie? sales oni Catherine Craig draws the femme. Lebanon mons . a, oh giro se +p or vig ey a 
- Tone-Hakim Pic at Col. has been act at “or 11 ~a aed “ loud opposite Randolph Scott in the Una O'Connor inked for a featured a = %0 b. begs a a 
“a st Louis, according to —* Clarion production, “Albuquerque,” | rgle in “The Corpse Came C.O.D.,’ ‘6 Are Mien can wore . “ considerably 
‘ Franchot inp feageony —_ e] ne jae gga Phat ae to be filmed in Technicolor, starting | which Sam Bisc hoff is ga ore and ony Reger cone dag Pergo A tine 
. of Hakim, indie < a ee ; ap . nls ol ein fr ie the C my te attend dan, 33 .. . Fred Brannon and Thom- | Henry Levin directing for Columbia double or tdinons . Rest a , prot nd 
» of deal with Columbia ‘2 “— ; mt t “i od pre el with all. fran- a: Carr wil co-tarecs ee ae, egg 2 cela ty os 5 — handle a twin-reeler j | ' 
al- of their forthcor ; pnd _ orig “The le ea lows “ and ‘ielsion and | & “Jesse James Rides Again ' to be | films, draws a key role in “The Un- West $e 7 gee ian | 
ular Mating Call.” sean aed me : Sail aah aed a produced by Mike Frankovich al | faithful at Warners...David O a — d Today — will pre ere at : 
ack Hecht. ee a ae wah toa age gy n will be sale Republic, starting Jan. 10... Gene Selznick sent a second-unit crew to) various times three different types | 
ned anal Up — oo sched city mig m6) Autry’s next at Republic will be | Lake Sherwood for several days of; of subject matter. One group will i + 
a “one will double as star and co- | and distribution policy on Mono s “Twilight on the Rio Grande,” an | shooting on “The Paradine Case”...| be known as Worldwise, covering eal . 
— sma with S. Sylvan Simon, | big budget release for ‘47, “It Hap- A1 wand Schaefer production, to be Canada Lee reports this week for a economic and political problems; t : 
frowed from Metro, as director. pened on 5th Avenue,” currently directed by Frank McDonald .. . lead role in the John Garfield starrer, | another, Wonderfact, will be on sci- at 
a lensing under the direction of Roy First of he ew Joe McDoakes se- Burning Journey,” at Enterprise... entific subjects, and the third, Ven- / 1 i 
Rita Steen ‘Shanghai’ | del Ruth. ries of shorts at Warners will ‘be | Natalie Schafer cast for a featured | ture, will be human interest. elf 
lp Hollywood, Dec. 30. nary inane So You Want to Be a Salesman,” part in “Repeat Performance” at | Films are being made in New i. ; 
i bh Shooting on “Lady From Shang- KALMENSON’S STUDIO MEET tarring George O'Hanlon... Gloria Eagle-Lior Gail Kent, actress who} York by the crew that worked with 3 ; 
ai” h: ‘ pcg tn \ 
ain ay shutdow : - _ ; --lmencon arrives tomorrow | “Song of the Thin Man” at Metro. sion during the war, was signed by| “World in Action” series for the ‘ 
hore Rita Hay, —" on a oo an peggy pi talks with |... George Seaton led the “It’s Only | Hal Wallis for a role in “I Walk Canadian Film Board during the 
Company will shoot around her studio execs at Warners Human” troupe back to the 20th- | Alone’...Paramount doing retakes| war. Stuart Legg, who held a sim- 


at Columbia while she is bedded for He also will meet with several Fox lot after a month of location | on “The Emperor Waltz,” with Rob-| ilar job in the CFB setup, is serving 
/@ week with flu, western exchange chiefs. l shooting in New York... Seymour | ert Jonay doing Tyrolean dances. las exec producer. 
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6th WEEK AT THE ROXY 
: SMASHED ALL THE 
RECORDS OF THE 
| _ _ FIRST FIVE WEEKS 
‘ ... WHICH SET ALL-TIME 
HIGHS FOR ANY PICTURE,, 
” ANYWHERE, ANYTIME | 
| IN THE HISTORY OF © 
THE MOTION PICTURE 
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AND NOW MAKING THE SAME 





GREAT BOXOFFICE HISTORY IN 
EVERY THEATRE, EVERY CITY! 







Fox, PHILADELPHIA @ Fox, DETROIT 








Chinese—Loew's State—Loyola—Uptown, 
LOS ANGELES e Paramount, OMAHA @ Wisconsin, 
MILWAUKEE e Uptown—Esquire—Fairway, KANSAS CITY 







Missouri, ST. LOUIS @ State Lake, CHICAGO e¢ Uptown -— Rialto, 
SALT LAKE CITY e Allen, CLEVELAND ¢ Warfield, SAN FRANCISCO 
California, STOCKTON @ New, BALTIMORE @ Apollo, ATLANTIC CITY 
Orpheum— Oriental, PORTLAND e¢ Gillioz —Kickapoo, SPRINGFIELD 
Miller —Boulevard, WICHITA ¢ Fox, HUTCHINSON e 5th Avenue, 











oe 





SEATTLE @ State, SPOKANE e@ Colonial, DAYTON © Watson, 
SALINA © Midwest, OKLAHOMA CITY : 
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L. A. Soars: ‘Razor’ Colossal 1206, 
‘Life’ Tall 676, Humoresque’ Big 666, 
Temptation Lush 436, ‘Hardy’ 516 


os Angeles, Dec. 30 + 











‘DOLL’ SOCKO $13,000, 
INDPLS.; ‘MARGIE’ 186 


Indianapolis, Dec. 30. 
Film biz under holiday stimulus 
has rebounded nicely from year's 
i low in pre- -C hristmas week last ses- 
sion. “Margie” is the big noise at the 
Indiana, with “Show-Off” at Loew’s 
ag ® zane Doll” at Keith's big 


ge for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2 450; 40-60 )— 








First-runs Reon expect better than | i“Lady Luck” (RKO) and “Criminal 
$500,000 total take in current wee k. | Broadway Grosses 'Court” (RKO). Nice $12.000, Last 
Strong new films and roadshows are | week “Crack-Up” (RKO) and 
accounting for most of heavy coin, | —_——— Rendezvous With Annie” (Rep), 
with biz aided by clear skies and Estimated Total Grass ‘thin $6.000 in 6 days 
holiday crowds. Leader is “Razor s | This Week _ $1,086,500 Indiana ‘(Katz-Dolle) (3.300: 40-60) 
Edge * with sma: n $120.000 likely a ‘Based on 17 theatres) ‘Margie 20th) Hefty $18.000 
foul Log RR gee = Ms - | Based on 18 theatres) Last week Verdict (W B) and} 
‘ oH men cote eo" three spots Last Week $1,009,500 “Earl Carrol Sketchbook” (Rep), 
leoks to do great $66,000 anda pos- (Basea on 17 theatres) a weit cade on 
sibly more “Love Laughs Andy menace santa Magnificent Doll” (U), Big $13,000, 
Hardy shapes okay 9o1.ou8 Jn — land likely holds. Last week, “If I 
locations. “Temptation 1s neal me 1 a 6 Had My Way” (U) and “Shadow of 
000 in five spots. lwo roadshows OW- ime | Doubt” iU) ( reissues), $5,000. 
eee  eearkng anc hoy) bel | Loew's (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60)— 
Former is coming in with $22,000, “Show-Off” (M-G) and “Devil's 
— vee ee 2 Playground” ‘UA). Fancy $15,000. 
each playing in one house Last week, “Two Smart People” 

Estimates for This Week ac 00 : (M- G) and “Cockeyed Miracle” | 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1) G). $9.000 
“love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) be Lyrie (Katz -Dolle) (1,600: 40-60 )— | 
Fai $7,000 Last week, “Secre B a Las, Dee. 20 “seta er Woman Strikes Back” (U) | 

’ eee ge ES nee arring a threatened transit |_ “ : * OU). Nex 
Heart” (M-G) (od wk-o Ca) only | strike on Jan. 1, New Year's eve biz | 8nd “House of Horrors’ (U)._ Neat 
$2.000 will hypo grosses all over this stanza. $8,000, Last week, Martha Ivers 

Beverly (FWC) (1,270; $1-$1.80) The Fox and Ambassador will pre- (Par) tm.o.), $4,000. 

“Best Years Our Lives’ (RKO).| cent six shows at $1.50 with the | 


Started roadshow run 
subsequent runs 


Great $22,000. 
Dec. 25. Last week, 


Missouri going to $1 for same night. 
Loew's State and Orpheum will 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (Blumen- | maintain the usual scale. “The 
feld-G&S) (824; 65-$1) “Strange | Show-Off” and “Man I Love” are 
Woman” (UA) (2d wk). Smart! running neck and neck for top coin, 
$6.500. Last week, handsome $6,800, both sock. “Time, Place and Girl” | 


big considering weather. also is big. 


Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; $1- Estimates for This Week 
$1.80)—"The Yearling” (M-G). Fine Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) | 
$30,000 Opened roadshow | run “Time. Place. Girl’ (WB). Smash | 
Dec. 25. Last week. “Magnificent ¢20000. Last week, “Blue Skies” 
Doll” (U) (m..), $3,500. (Par) (4th wk), big $12,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) = (2,048; Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Man I 
60-$1) —‘“‘Razor’s Edge” (20th). Love” (WB) and “The Unknown” | 
Wham $32,000. Last week, “Two (Col). Strong $22,000. Last week, 
Smart People’ (M-G) and “Cock- “Brennan Girl” (Rep) and “Sketch | 
eyed Miracle” (M-G) (2d wk), thin’ Book” tRep), big $18,000. | 
$7,000. Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 50-$1)— “Show-Oft" (M-G) and “Secrets 
“Humoresque” (WB). Good $24,000. Whistler” (Col). Sock $22,000. Last | 
Last week, “Never Say Goodbye” Week, “Gallant Journey” (Col) and | 
(WB) (2d wk). dim $8,200. “Blackie and Law” (Col), $10,500. | 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75 )— | 

) . 872: 55-$1) “Strange _Razor's Edge” (20th) (2d wk). Huge | 
feta) (ere: od wk). Nice $19.- | 920.000 after big $21,000 first stanza. | ; 
Woman — (2d w 2 ge Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
000. Last week, very fancy $19.00": | “Strange Woman” (UA) and “Doc- 

Egyptian (FWC) (1.538: 60-$1)— tor's Man Hunt” (Col) (m.o.). Nice 
“Love Laughs (M-G) (5 days). | $7,000 on second session after $8,500 | 
Fine $9,000. House goes roadshow, | opener. 

Dec. 31 with “Duel in Sun” (SRO).| “s¢, Louis (F&M) (4.000: 50-60)— 
Last week, “Secret Heart” (M-G) | “Binue Skies” (Par) (m.o.), Fine 
(3d wk-5 days), $4,100. $12,000. Last week, “Two Years 

E] Rey (FWC) ‘861: 60-$1)—“Noc- Before Me ast” (Par) (2d run), $7,500. 

turne” (RKO) (2d wk). Near $3,000. . mensine 


Last .veek, 
Four Star 
— Nocturne” 
Last week, “Margie” 
(m.o.), $2,900. | 
Guild (FWC) (968: 60-$1)—“Temp- | 
tation” (U). Slow ’$4,500. Last week, 
“Show-Off” (M-G) and “Shadow of | 


neat $5,400. 

(UA-WC) (900; 60-85) 
(RKO). Okay $3,000. 
(20th) (4th wk) 


‘Edge’ Tervif $18,000, 
(Omaha; ‘Song’ Huge 106. 


Omaha, Dec. 30. 
“Razor's Edge” appears set to do a 


Woman” (WB) (2d wk), only | terrific week at the Paramount this 
$2.800. session. Even cold weather didn't | 
Hawaii (C&S-Blumenfeld) (956; slow up biz, “Song of the South” 
50-$1 )—"Strange Woman” (UA) (2d also is smash surprise at the Bran- 
wk). Steady $7,500. Last week, nifty eis. 
7.700. Estimates for This Week 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)— | 
“Humoresque” (WB). Handsome | “Song of South” (RKO) and “Fal- | 
$21,000. Last week, Nev er aul con's Adventure” (RKO). Smash) 
wae (WB) (2a wk), dull §19.000, and likely holdover. Last | 
(00, ail “ , “LY 
Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- ‘ter by Shop” RKO) $6,000. red 
feld) (475: 50-85)—"“Strange Woman” | Genake (Tristates) (2.000: 16-65)- 
J ; rk » 56,500. Last « : Ne kate cae : ; 
(UA) (2d wk). Neat $6, Darling Clementine” (20th) and 
week, smart $6,600. ' ze “Te “Personality Kid” (Col). Modest 
_Iris (FWC) mer bag nn TP; $10,000. Last week, “She-Wolf of 
ost “Show Of (M-G) and “Shad London” (U) and “Spider Woman 
"eR, = ivi = ‘ vlaue Strikae ack’ o- 9 
ow of Woman” (WB) (2d wk), slow Strikes Back thd ‘ fails 98.308. oe, | 
Batt ay Bg Aye 
gate eee Gotha Huge |¢ved Miracle” (M-G). Nice $12,000. 
$51,000 Last week, “Two Smart Last week, “Young Widow” (UA) 
‘pia ott Fk ; y “Deadline for Murder” (20th). 


; x “ ii aac -. | and 
(M-G) and “Cockeyed Mir $9.200. 


Paramount (Tristates) (3.000: 16- 
65)—"Razor’s Edge” (20th). Terrific 
$18.000. one ot best grosses here in 


People” 

acle” (M-G) (2d wk), faint $9,700. 
Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,097; 

60-$1)—‘Love Laughs” (M-G). Mod- 


erate $24,000. Last week, “Secret ; J 
art” (Reet? eet ig ae +, Nears. Last week. “Darling Clemen- 
apt (M-G) (3d wk-5 days), thin tine” (20th), $11,000. 
Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)— Snag Vien ie Meee ipo aes. 
“Razor's Edge” (20th). Smash $17,- week, “Show-Off” (M-G) and 


000. Last week, “Two Smart People” 


“Shadow of Woman” (WB) (2d wk), 


et oF oa Miracle” okay $6,100. 
(M-G), only $5,/00. ‘ - BN.e 
Million Dollar (D'town) (2,420; ee City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
§5-85)—“Missing Lady” (Mona) with ,Temptation” (U). Okay $6,500 
Th ‘ee Stooges on stage. Good $21,- Last week. Show-Off i M-G) and 
000. Last week, “Return of Rusty” neal ee ton Woman” (WB) (2d wk), 
(Col) with circus revue on stage (8 5 mane. ale ee 
days). $19,600. United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: 
Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2.210; 60- 60-$1) — “Temptation ‘U) and 
$1)—“Nocturne” (RKO) and “Sun- Slightly Scandalous” (U). Sturdy 
set Pass’ (RKO) (2d wk). Tall $18,000. Last week. “Show-Off” «(M- 
$18.000. Last week, healthy $21.800. G) and “Shadow of Woman” (WB) 
Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 50-$1) (2d wk), nice $10,200. 
“Wonderful Life” (RKO). Big $35.- Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 60-$1)— 
O00. Last week. “Jolson Story”. “Razor’s Edge” (20th). Sharp $20,- 
(Col) (7th wk-6 days), closed at $10,- 000. Last week, “Two Smart Peo- 


200. ple” 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1)— 
“Blue Skies” (Par) (2d wk). Stout 
$35,000 minus New Year's Eve show. 
Last week, great $38,500. 


(M-G) and “Cockeyed Miracle” 
(M-G) (2d wk), faint $3,500. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—“Noc- 
turne”’ (RKO) (2d wk-5~ days). 
Oke $3,600. Goes roadshow on Dec. 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.- 31 with “Duel in Sun” (SRO). Last 
451: 50-$1)—“Blue Skies” (Par) (2d week, nice $6.100. 
wk). Bright $19,000. Last week, big Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 60-$1)— 
$24,000. “Love Laughs” (M-G). Light $11.- 
"KO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- 0600. Last week. “Secret Heart” 
86) — “Wonderful Life” ‘(RKQO).)| (M-G) (3d wk-5 days), $3,900. 
Sireng $32.000. Last week. “Jolson! Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 50-$1)— 


Story” (Col) (7th wk-6 days). $9,500. | “ 
Ritz (FWC) (1.370: 60-$1)—Temp- 
tation” (U). Nice $10,000. Last 


Humoresque” tWB). 
'000. Last week, “Never 
bye” (WB) (2d wk), 


Hefty $21,- 
Say Good- 
thin $5,700. 


| stands spurting after ‘slight Christ- 
mas drop. “Blue Skies” at Strand. 
“Show-Off” at State and “Song of 


} } 
|} downtown wk). 





“Song ‘Skies’ Big 
20G Each in Prov. 


Providence, Dec. 30. 
Biz is perking hereabouts with all 


the South” at Albee look standout. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—‘‘Song 
of South” (RKO) and “Falcon’s Ad- 





venture” (RKO). Strong $20,000 or 
near. Last week, “Westerner” (re- 
issue) and “Dick Tracy Vs. Cueball” 
(RKO), fairish $8,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) and 
“Secrets Sorority Girl” (PRC) (3d) 


Fair $4,000 after hit- 
ting $4,500 in second stanza. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 
“Razor's Edge” (20th). 
day (31). In ahead, 


44-65 )— 
Opens Tues- 
“Margie” (20th) 


(2d wk), fair $8,000. First week was 
wow $17,000, 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65- | 
| 88)—"“Bowery Bombshell” (Mono) | 
and eight acts of vaude. Opened 
New Year's Eve. Last week, 
“Mysterious Mr. Valentine” (Rep) 


and Earl Carroll “Vanities” 
stage for three-day 
| good $7,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“Till 
|Clouds Roll By” ‘(M-G). Opened 
| Tuesday (31). In ahead, “Show-Off” 


revue on 
weekend run, 


|\(M-G) and “Devil's ene | 
|(M-G), sock $24,000, Last week 
i “Gallant Journey” (Col) and ‘ ‘Betty | 
| Co-Ed” «Col), $17,000. 
Strand (Silverman) (2.200; 44- 65) | 
—“Rlue Skies” (Par) (2d wk). Starts | 
Jan: 1, First sesh was knockout 
| $20, 000. Last week, “1,001 Nights” | | 


| (Col) and 
' $10,000, 


Balto Hotsy; ‘Edge’ Wow 
$23,000, ‘Doll’ Big 196, 
Skelton 206, ‘Time’ 186 


Baltimore, Dec. 30. 

Everything took a spurt here this 
week with big entries for holiday 
sessions bringing some top figures. 
Of current list, mostly Xm Day 
starters, “Razor's Edge” is leading 
the parade at the New. Also big 
are “The Show-Off” at Loew's Cen- 
tury and “Magnificent Doll” at 
Keith's. 


“Wouldn't Sav Yes” (Col), 





Hub N.S.H. But ‘Best Years’ Great 166, 
Show-Off Fast 386; ‘Deception’ 256 


+ 
> 





Boston, Dec. 36 
New holiday product al] aroun d 

served as hypo to limping holiday 
biz, but it’s still weil off expectanes y. 
“Show-Off” day-date at State. 
Orpheum, looks best and likely io do 
strong session. “Song of the 
at the Memorial, 
picketing on 
unfairness to 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Fotal Gross 
Wee WOE . .cttccses $4,076,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 181 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 


South.’ 
despite deésultory 
basis of its so-called 


Negroes, still is 








N. Y.) on holdover. “Best Years of Ou 

Total Gross Same Week Lives,’ at Esquire, off to big start. 

Last Year ...... $3,755,300 Estimates for This Week 
(Based on 20 cities, 174 theatres) Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.190)—~ 
aii ines | “Wake Up, Dream” (20th) plus Ear) 
Carroll “Vanities” revue on = stage. 
Nice at $26,000. Last week, “West. 
‘R erner” (UA) (reissue) plus Scat 
az0r Ic | Davis orch, others, on stage, $22,000, 
. Esquire (M-P) (1,200: $1.80)— 
‘Best Years Lives” (RKO). Road 
| show run opened here Christmas day 
{ bd e ton 1S | (25). Can do about $17,000 at scale 
e9 jon a two-a-day “er First week 
sast 


| looks great $16,000 

Detroit, Dec. 30. | sequent runs. 

Biz is rebounding nicely this week Fenway (M-P) 
after pre-Xmas slump but not meas- 


week sub- 


(1,373 40-80)— 
(Par) (2d wk) Nice 


“Blue Skies” 


uring up to hopes Outstanding | $10,000 after same last week. This is 
promise to be “Razor's Edge,” “No- | fifth week downtown. 
torious” and “Show-Off.”’ Majestic (Indie) (1.500; 40-80) 
Estimates for This Week i“Story of Pope” (Indie) (2 vk), 
Adams (Balaban) (1,740: 70-95) Still of at $6,000. Last week was 
‘Return of Monte Cristo” (Col) and | $6,500. 
“Blondie’s Big Moment” (Col. Fine| Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)—- 


$15,000. Last week, 
Gentleman” (U) and 
(Rep) (2d wk), 
days. 


“Notorious | “Song of South” (RKO) and “Dark 
“Inner Circle” | Horse” (U) (2d wk). Fancy $20,000 
Okay $7,200 in 5) after nice $25,000, first. House was 
picketed during Christmas shopping 


Broadway - Capitol (United De- | season on account racial aspect. 
|troit) (3,309; 70-95) — “Notorious” | Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
(RKO) and “Vacation in Reno” |—“Deception” (WB) and “Danger- 
(RKO), Stout $32,000. Last week. | ous Millions” (20th). Good $25,000 
“Kings Row” (WB) and “Bill Last week, “Verdict” (WB) and 
Hickok Rides” (WB) (reissues) (2d. “Plainsman Lady” (Rep), $20,000 
wk), fair $12,000 Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 40-80)— 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683: 70- “Show-Off’ (M-G) and “So Dark 
95)-—“Dark Mirror” (U) (m.o.) and Night’ (Col). Strong $24,000 and 
“My Dog Shep” (SG) Lour $11,- | holds. Last week, “Strange Woman” 
000 in 6 days. Last week, “Captain) (UA) and “Secret Whistle. (Col) 
Caution” (SG) and “Captain Fury” | (24d wk-5 days). $15,000 
(SG) (reissues) (2d wk), $8,000. | Paramount (M-P) (4,700; 40-80)— 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) | “Blue Skies” (Par) (2d wk). Nice 
—‘‘Razor’'s Edge” (20th). Socko $44,.- | $16,000 after $15,000 opener. Moved 
000. Last week, “Dark Mirror” (U)| here from three weeks at Met 
and “Dangerous Millions” (2d wk), State (Loew) (3,200; 40-80)— 
good $13,000 in 5 days. | “Show-Off” (M-G) and “So Dark 
- Madison (United Detroit) (1,866: Night” (Col). Stout $14,000 and holds. 
50-60 )—“Searching Wind” (Par) and | pact week. “Strange Woman” (UA) 
“Night in Casablanca” (M-G). Good and “Secret Whistler” (Col) (2d wk- 
$1,900 in 3. days. Last week. |5 days). $10,000 ; 
“Stranger” (RKO) ona “Black | Trane CTY: 


Translux (Translux) (900; 40-74)— 


Beauty “Notorious Gentleman (‘U) and 


(20th), 


$2,200 in 3 days. 
Michigan 


(United Detroit) (4,039: | 


- “Don't Gamble Strangers” (Mono). 
aa a te ‘ ¢ agcvar”™® 4 
10 95) a Cloak and Dagee a (WB) | Excellent $6,500, and big for this 
and Genius at Work” (RKO) (2d! “spre Sot week “Murder My 
wk). Nice $18.000 in 5 days. Last Sweet” (Indie) and “Let's Get 

week, loud $34,000 ; 5 hey ott 


Tough” (Mono) (reissue). $4,000 


Palms-State (United Detroit) (2.- 
976; 70-95)—“Blue Skies” (Par) and 
“Wife Wanted” (Mono) ‘(6th wk). 
Strong $16,000 in 5 days. Last week, 
lusty $18,000. 

United Artists (United 
(1,941: 70-95)—“Show-Oft” 
and “The Trap” (Mono). 
$18,000 in 5 days for 


‘Song’ Colossal $32,000 
In D.C.; ‘Show-Off’-Vaude 
336, ‘Clouds’ Lofty 256 


Detroit ) 
(M-G) 
Smart 

Red Skelton’s 








comedy. Last week, “Undercurrent” | ; ‘ 
(M-G ) and “Sunset Pass” ( RKO) | . Washington, Dec. 30 
(3d wk). stout $12.000. | Christmas week is giving film 


theatres along town’s main stem the 


i | usual shot-in-the-arm. Biz rallying 
Skies’ Terrif $21, 000, after pre-Xmas_ slump, with new 
| nag: hypoing returns. “Song of 
° South” at RKO Keith's is sensa- 
Denver; ‘Time’ Fine 266 tional, with “Show-Off” plus vaude, 
Denver, Dec. 30. at Loew's Capitol, showing plenty 
Despite snow and cold, “Blue ° action. 

Skies” is packing the Denham. | ; Estimates for This Week 
, equalling and perhaps topping record Capitol {Loew ) (3,434; 44-80) — 
held by “Two Years Before Mast.” | _>ow-Off’ (M-G) with vaude. Big 
| Top total goes to “Time. Place. Girl,” $33,000. Last week, “Home Sweet 
| fine in three spots Homicide” (20th) plus vaude, low 

$16,000 in days. 


Estimates for This Week 


Columbia (Loew) (1.263; 44-70)— 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 35-74)—“No- “Strange Woman” (UA) (m.o.), 
body Lives Forever” (WB) and Strong $8,000 for third downtown 
“Wife Wanted” (Mono), after week week. Last week, “Gallant Bess” 
at Denver, Esquire, Webber. Thin |) (M-G) (2d run), $4,000 for 5 days. 
| $3,000. Last week, “Always Loved Earle (WB) (2,154: 44-85)—"End 
You” (Rep) and “My Dog Shep” of Time” (RKO) (2d wk). Mild $12.- 

| (SG) (in.o.), $3,000. 000 in 5 days. Last week, so-so 
| Denham (‘Cockrill) (1.750: 35-70)— $15,000. 

|“Blue Skies” (Par). Smash $21,000 Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80) — 
and equals house record. Last week, | “Song of South” (RKO), Wow $32,- 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) (4th | 000, and holds. Last week, “West- 
wk), $7,000 in 5 days. erner” (FC) (reissue), fine $16,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: >) Little (Miller) (285: $1.20-$2.40 )— 





—_ - a “Time, Place, Girl” (WB), day-date | “Henry V” (UA) (8th wk). Back to 
Estimates for This Week with Esquire. Webber. Fine $17.000. capacity $6,500, after slight fall to 
_ Century ‘Loew's-UA) (3,000; 20- Last week, “Nobody Lives Forever” | $6.000 last week. ‘a 
60)—"Show-Ofi” (M-G). Great $20.- | (WB) and “Wife Wanted” (Mono). Metropolitan (WB) (1,513; 44-70) 
000 for new Skelton comedy. Last same as Esquire, Webber. $9,000. 5c “Return of Monte Cristo” ‘Col). 
a Gallant Bess” (M-G), fairish Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)—“Time. nay | yee —_ \ eek, Wild on 
” Hippodr (R: t) (2.940: Place, Girl” (WB). also Denver, $6.00 nipilliaeelapamtastides 
20-70) -"Ralea Fi ry ee a as Cl D Webber. Fast $4,500 Last week, P: tae (Loew) (2.370: 10) = 
* ‘ Freddie Sk ‘ aventure tM: “Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) and “Till pl age he ct « 1% Nic 
Mac cate ap orch and Ella | “wife Wanted” (Mono), $2,000. Till Clouds Roll By (M-G). - — 
Mae Morse. Stage show counting Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74) ; $25,000. | Last one ek, —— 
for most of neat $16,000, Last week, | “Show-Off’ (M-G) and “Cockeyed ..9™man” (UA) (2d wk), slow $11] nid 
“Step by Step” (RKO) plus Louis | Miracle” «(M-G). Sock $21.500 or in 5 days 
oS aan a oTset pre-holiday blues | week, “Boys’ Ranch” (M-G) and | 
at $18,600. “Two Smart People” (M-G) 8,0 
; Keith s ‘Schanberger) (2,460; 20- Paramount (Fox) (2,200: By.- 1 ‘Fd e 266 ‘Jolson’ 166 
60 — Magnific: t Doll” (U). Nicely «Gallant Journey” (Col) and “Lady g ’ ’ 
spotted at $19,000. Last week, “They Chaser” (PRC). Fair $9,000. Last | ‘ ’ | 
“a — ‘ U), fair $8,800. week, “Wake Up, Dream” (20th) | Show-Off 156, Seattle 
—- ay ond (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— | and “Wanted fer Murder” (20th), | Yec. 30 
achelor’s D ughters (UA). Aver- poor $6,000. ; . Seattle, Dec “* 
BEAERG, Last, week, “Home in |P'Riale (Fox) care: 35-74)—val-| , Big news jo,current upbeat i tn 
New (Mechanic) «1800: 20-6 ways Loved You” (Rep) and “My | pase” which may come near the 
“Razor's ‘Edee”’ a a dhe 0) — | Dog Shep” (SG), after week at Den- he ee ‘a , Pith Ave, “Jolson 
5 as ge" (20th). Leading cur- | ver, Esquire, Webber. Fair $5,000. ae, Sanne ee a ; ane so prt big 
rent parade with terrific $23,000. | Last week, “Never Say Goodbye” Story and “Show-Of ay na vt 
| Last Sy eek, Wake Up, Dream |(WB) and “French Key” (Rep) muaten Ter gy 80) 
tS Fy |e, $0 Pe ee ee ae to 
: y 3.280; °5-74)— | Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)—“Time, | .PLUe O*1es : ns 
ane, Place. Girl” (WB). Drawing Piece, Gin” XI WB). grin mameer $7008. ay er okay Sas 5-8 
wen at $18,000 oF near. Last week, | Esquire. Good $4.500. Last week. | Fifth Otte od che Pagg » hous 
second of “The Verdict” (WB), “Nobody Lives Forever” «WB) and | — Re7er* pee. KE, OP 
| $9,200. i “Wife Wanted” (Mono), $2,000. i (Continued on page 18) 
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VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES 11 





Chi Hot; ‘Skies -Ives 906, ‘Razor’ 
606, ‘Show-Off-Grayson 776, ‘Life’ 





pt ter yA Holiday Pushes B'way to New Peak Of 


126; ‘Man’ Mild 1736 $1,086,000; ‘Razor's Edge, “Time, Place, 


Pittsburgh, Dec 





356, ‘Jolson’ 326, Sock New Entries 





Chicago, Dec. 30 + 








Business this holiday week is not 


ae ee ue, “Clouds Rollin Records 
time last yeal Most of pictures are | 4 


doing only siightly better than an 


spite a prolonged, unseason- o. J \ it next Sature 
weeks of slow biz |; average and nothing like holiday Despite a prt ea, unseason — ” ¥ Mh 2 dcop gedaan _ 
afte! a few VCCKS L oat he | | exnectat Dan) a ae ‘ able rair last Sunday (29) and ay yt Y not se 
i xpectations Pe Nas reissue o : . (767: $1.20-$: enryv 
holdovers have disap- | Grosses Are Net ro oe ” | eteieme tabi ther Broad id Golden (767; $1.20-$2.40 Henry 
ati } igo’s loop oles | Filn ‘ro estimate re- Rage In Heaver and Stanley is 7 \ (UA (181 K} Pick p 
) ( 1cagos ( lan 4 : . i S : } ¢ K tie the pre- ; art } . mnt , 
pea trong product Aside ported herewith from the vari- ; SHOW TNR Man I Love but neithe! gtr den . about a { x per ‘ ove ( caip, 
> St l ! > , . ' “ce * " o1day i ire 1 g s Vil olla | UU 
" si : ous Kev citlie are not i.e withe- doing . ch Show ofr at Wal noi i ) 4 . 2. 1 
. pe sg ow first- aa ; hi: . 9 , I wet. the 18 er ende ist Sa 
fro \ hims, a ne : out the 20 tax Distributors 1e looks best new ntrsy Du | ae 16 “4 . = en nnd 
opened with the Rialto share on net take. when playing : Etehs , Bre oad n « ixers will soar to! 2 10N a ve 
1 i ' since cmdanaeaie ties wv playing Estimates for This Week la record of $1.086.000 or ove ecur- ‘Holly wood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) 
, hy} ac > a\ l ercent ie he ce th 4 nate 4 ™ > ? = % : ; 1 1 4 
aba [| a = be - P oh — le estimated Fulton (Shea 1.700 40-70)— | rent stanz elped, of course, by ex H oresqu WB Sta 
p Rage in Heaven,” first figures are net income Suspense’ (Me Ice-skating | pectec N Y« Eve trade ond week on Wednesd 
ti ) healthy $27,000 rhe parenthetic admission lodrama doin o at $9,000 o1 { } 1 mn es a : 
4 { early every house wee prices, howevel Ad indicated, iti- il M Da Y Clement ne’ { - ‘ “ te met viet a 2 = p Ga 
: : , a New Year’s Eve big clude the U.S. amusement tax (20th) folloy and management Recor ok to fall during the Dy strong pres: Li\¢ ve Sars 
bene hes totals all ove Top cea ee hove fol a rut S e product is | week, with the Roxy, Strand Holly- Eve In ahea last five das of 1U0tn 
-oOin DpDoostling ais « ( ‘ : % . 1 ote Ba . . sani: fn “* LCE NtioON WR . 
. + looks to be “Blue Skies.” | tightening up a bit at this spot. Last | wood and Music Hall probably hang- | \ > x 10! Decept a AS 
orossel if AS ~ ». | - m4 a : rm . } ~ sani ( 
as WR al Ives heading stage. at the é 5 ; eek, “Brennan Girl’ (Rep), $3,500.) ing up all ne. highs And such, only $8,000. as _ 
WHR ui. Sys : in. Of Harris (Harris) (2.200: 40-70)—!theatres as the Astor, Paramount Palace (RKO) (1,700: 60-$1.20)— 
‘hicago. Should hit terrific $90,000. | ss snes é ~ : | we “wearer , write 
es +) \ | “Sh ,-Oft” | ae in of Monte Cristo” (Col). In! Palace and Globe will show strong Song of South (RKO-Disne) (6th 
ake Pee on vo ‘ : oa a a , days will ao around $16,500, pickups over previous weeks wk Fifth eek ending Tues ay 
Kath C;rayson an onnny Jonti- } } 1 Las cima “Bachel °c Outstanding is the colossal $186,000 (31) looks to climb to smash $50.000, 
tor I person, looks second best no bac 2ast ppg acneior s , | , \ f } hal } ‘ f kids 1 , 
with great $77,000 | Daughters” (UA), $3,000 in 4 days or bette ooked for by the Roxy | 0cing helped by swarms OF Kids| ic} 
aitn it q 5 ° } > 7 a-« - . > ° } ‘ . schoo { hy vac ) Wish 
bah * Edge.” at State-Lake. is Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 40-70) with Razor's Eds and stageshow out ot sche i; Tourtn wa mila 
Razor s AARC, ‘ le sak : eS ee : *? N : headed bv Rosario *“" Antonio This | $22,000. Picke ym Saturda ad 
head fo. terrific $60,000. “It’s a | Rage In ily: aven’ (M-G) (reis- in. stoned nding Tues- | no effect 
17 Life hapes as fancy | sue) Has tilly pencilled ! at las t Ss LOT Ure bh Week ena me 2 , : = ' . 
Won site shape a ancy | BP eites D 20 minute, , wth af Ss} day (31 ( nelu New Yea Paramount » (3,664: 70-$1.50) 
$35,000 at the small Grand. “Jolson | ouisville, Dec. 3 On Ww *. = ‘ at | Eve Figure yest f entire mn Cro VI He Par) 
Story it Apollo, is big $32,000 for | Busineess at downtown houses Off” to - ne: sha oo ng - nd | rae segcecst made hr a stare Andre Site Tony Paste 
ter “TT . ¢ 14 ‘ $17 .0¢ or unde Last week 8 bong fee ‘ = 7 se ‘ om ' ' 
om + 4 thet ™ Ag agi took - spurt ( hristmas Day, and Smart People’ (M-G), $7.000 in 5 nin theatre eve It means the Roxy orcn Le na l ( owe i 
Unil she . a ee pace is strong Product is good. | days breaks its own ret ord thrice in one First v = ta Wednesda) Les 
3 pS , i ) @ _ i os => 2 y > - ‘sé bY neagem with the a > pic a t n have] tanza, whic - 
Estimates for This Week “Song of South” at the Rialto is Ritz (WB) (800: 40-70)—“Lady ensasement with the me picture, ihe oldov *s a ae 
Apoiio (B&K) (1,200; 65-95) , : Se Ie”? r 0.) Here fro Razor's Edge uded New Year's Eve roared aheat 
H 7, (Col Bic $32.00 topper with terrific week in sight.}| Luck” (RKO) (n ce Hom Onl ‘ ee ae Se t k $110,000 as against big $80.- 
Jolso Story (Co oe 1g $3<,080. | «Show-Off” at the State is another | Stanley and doing probably worst nly a st p behind, on present in- | tO SOCK . SGRIDE WIS PY, 
Last \ ‘Big Sleep” CWB) (16th y] nth hile “Ti ' Maro | holiday biz in its history at $2.000 or | @icauions, Is the Music Hall with a 000 done open veek 
0 | + day solid’ entry, | while Time, Place 7 » | gigantic $172.000 for “Till Cl | Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.80-$2.40) 
wk), $i 000 tor 4 day 3 : Girl” at the Mary Anderson also is | less. Last week. “Undercurrent” | gigantic | 12.0 ol rill louds Pa AV 33: $ “ / oy 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95) sturdy ; 1 (M-G) (3d wk). okay $2,500 in 5 Roll By” and Xmas pagea' t on stage, — Stairw ay to leaven (Uy (2c 
“Blue Skies” (Par) with Burl Ives | an is ; | days j in fourth week. This, too, is a new | wk). Second stanza starts Wednes- 
heading stagebill. Giant $90,000 o1 Estimates for This Week Senator (Harris) (1.750: 40-70)-- house record, the Hall having not day (1). First week hit smash $24,- 
ever and looks like longer’ than Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’s) (1,000;. “white Tie and Tails” (U) and only the biggest amount of money | 000 and virtually capacity. House is 


usual run fr this house. Last week, | 40-60)——‘Wake Up. Dream” (20th) 
“Cockeyed Miracle” (M-G) and Cab} and “Little Miss Big” «(U) (m.o.). 
Calloway orch (2d wk), $33.000 for | Trim $5,000 Last week, “Darling 
4 days Clementine” (20th), $4,000 
Civie (Wildberg) (900; $1.10-$2.20) Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 30-40) 
—‘Henry V"” (U) (21st wk). Long “No Leave” (M-G) and “Partners 
run drawing to close. Just $5,000. in Time” (RKO) Virile $3,500. 
Last weck about same. Last week, “Roll On Texas Moon” 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 65-96)—"“Re- | (Rep) and “Spanish Main” (RKO), 
turn of Monte Cristo” (Col). Strong | $3,100 
625.000 or near. Last week, “Darling Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
Clementine” (20th) (9th wk), $6.500 | 40-60)—"“Time, Place. Girl’ (WB) 


- | last minute when “Notorious” 


‘Bamboo Blonde” (RKO) Only but also its greatest attendance getting in extra New Year's Eve per- 

° ~ } ° . ¢ 1] act eel: 
about average at $3.500 in 6 days Strand also is hanging up a new formance to swell total. Last @eK, 
Last week. “Margie” (20th) (m.o.)| Dish with “Time. Place, Girl” and subsequent-run 


big $4500 | Vaughn Monroe band heading stage Radio City Music Hall ‘Rocketel- 
Stantey i (WRB) (32 200: 40-70)— j bill. Looks to hit $98.000. huge for lers) (5,945; 10-$2.40) 2 I ill ( louds 
| “Man I Love” (WB) Not so hot at | this house, and only possible with | Roll By (M-G) and Christmas 


$17,500, or near and may shift to | Strand’s Capacity via upped holiday | pageant on stage (4th wk) Climbing 
| Warner for New Year's week. Last | 24 New Year's Eve scales, “Humor- | to ae woe See $172,000 
week. “Lady Luck” (RKO). $13,000, | ®Sa@ue." at Hollywood, seems certain | for week ending Wednesday (Jan 1). 
Warner “(WB) = (2.000: 40-70 )— | Of a new record at terrific $58,000 Third was big $1: 51,000 Holding ove r 
“Show-Off” (M-G). Got this one at Best of other newcomers is “Secret | indef. Current week not only is 
: . ’ ; | Heart,” with stageshow headed by | breaking all money but also all at- 


in 4 days Aiming at sturdy $8,500. Last week,| (RKO) was eased out on a run | Tommy Dorsey band. On first stanza, | tendance marks at Hall. i ania 

Grand (RKO) (1,500;  65-95)— | “King’s Row” (WB) (reissue), $6,500. | deal. Doing all right at around $12.- | including New Year's Eve, it looks Rialto (Maj ai # 594; oe Ae ‘ 
“Wonderful Life” (RKO). Huge National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60)! 900. Last week. “Nocturne” (RKO) to hit smash $103,000 Another strong landers «U) 2d “ k). Big $8.0 s 
$35,090 Last week, “Nocturne” “Thrill of Brazil” (Col) and! (m.o.), nice $7,500 } new entry is “Stairway to Heaven, likely this rams et the a — 
(RKO) 4th wk). nice $16,000 “Death Valley” (Rep). Likely good oS * hich launched the Park Avenue on | opening week. Holds again. Run- 

Oriental (Essaness) (3.400: 65-95) | $8.500 Last week. “Searching reserved seat policy under Universal ning time of picture is slowing turn- 
—"Show-Of” (M-G) with Kathryn | Wind” (Par) (24 wk). $6,500. precy orp on Dec, 25 Will get} over at this small-seater and cut- 
Gravson-Johnny Johnston on stave. Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 40- | sock $24.000 O1 practically capacity, ning into take. <  @1 OF 
faa Stn ac aaa, Lak wok 60)—"Song of South” (RKO). This ‘Time. ace 0 | with extra Ne ‘ Year's Eve show Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-51 25) 
“Earl Carroll Sketchbook” (Rep) | one looks to grab bumper first week | rey ren plation, at Cc riter ion, | ° Darling ene ag (20th ) Pong 
with Raymond Scott and Dorothy | take Pointing to terrific $26,000 | Is on disappoir ting side at $25,000. wk). Fourth week ended last lon- 
Donegan on stage, fairish $31,000 and likely holdovei Last week, | | Victoria looks to do faney $21.000 day (50) night picked We a 

Palnee CRIKO) (2.500: 65-95) “Wake Up Dream” (20th). all right | in I with “Beast With Five Fingers, $2.7.000: third wa mild $20.000 
“Sone of South” (RKO) and “Fal- | $14,000. - which opened, Dec. 25 | Stays until after first ot yea vith 
Peace Adventure” (RKO) (d wk) State (Loew's) (3300: 40-60) | Paramount and Palace will show | “California” (Par) due in next 


Same as last wec at nice $20,090 “Show-Oft" (M-G) and “Devil's 


| mark i ‘“ovem er - as cy (20t! (5.886; 90-31.50'— 
Philadelphia, Dec. | marked improvement over pre-Xma;: Roxy Oth) 9.886 


Pv = ; : | session “Cross , art’ whi ic | “*Razor’s Edge” (20th) with Rosario 
or better, Playground” (UA), Big $22,000 or | a session, “Cross My Heart,” which is | “Razor's Edge e with | u 
Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 65-95) — near. Last week. “Return Monte} Holiday week biz is Peed "all ; being helped at Par by strong stage; & Antonio heading stagebill (7th 


“Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue). Cristo” «Col) and “Boston Blackie 
Looks like new policy for this house | and Law” ¢Col), $12.000. 

will pav off with staunch $27,000. Strand (Fourth Avenue) = (1,400: 
Last week. burlesque. 40-60) — “Plainsman and Lady” 


. Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 65-95)- (Rep) and “Mysterious Mr. Valen- | 
‘Never Say Goodbye” (WB). Big) tine’ (Rep) sharing in current up- | 
$25,000. Last week, “Gallant Jour- turn to land voeod $7,000 or near. 


ney” «Cols (2d wk), $5,000 in 4 Last week. “Bowery” (20th) and 

days, “Sun Valley Serenade” (20th) (re- 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 65-95) issues). $5.000. 

—"Razor's Edge” (20th). This one - 

is topping the straight-filmer with 

sock $60,000. Last week. “Deception” R B ¥ | ’ 

(WB> (7th wk), $11,000 in 4 days. ooney oosts Falcon 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 65- 


S000, yeereamrent” MG Faves To Smash 456, Frisco; 
“Woods tPvaness) 11200, 95-3120 ‘Edge’ Sockeroo at 466 


$1.40-$1.80)-—“Best Years of Lives” 


(RKO) (2d wk). No stopping this San’ Francisco Dec. 30 
one, which comes up with sensa- Biz is spotty here with Mickey 
7 $55,000 after last week's rec- Rooney pulling Golden Gate up to 
ord $44,000 sate er ‘-e help- et , 2 

ing Late grinds here help- great week with “Falcon's Adven- 


iiaimme ss ture.” “Razor's Edge” also is sock at 
R Kee 256, K. (.: Warfield with great crix praise. 
azor’ een *" Otherwise, town is largely holdover, 
‘Ski 236 ‘Life’ 13G and not faring so well. 
les ’ l e Estimates for This Week 
Kansas City, Dec. 30. Fox (FWC) (4.651: 55-95)—“‘Un- 
Biz is looking up at all spots this dercurrent” (M-G) (2d wk). Color- 


Session. “Razor's Edge” and “Blue less $18.500. Last week. fair $24,500. 
Skies” are leading the pack of strong — Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844; 60-95) 


entries, “It's a Wonderful Life” at “Falcon’s Adventure’ (RKO)? plus 
the Orpheum also Shapes strongly. vaude headed by Mickey Rooney. 
Estimates for This Week Great $45,000. Last week. “Lady 
Esquire - U ptown - Fairway (Fox Luck” *RKO) (2d wk) plus vaude 
Midwest) (820, 2.043, 700: 45-65) : 


“Re ; Edee” . ; headed by Millis Bros, nice $20,000 
7Oors Ce y int : oe 
$25,000 , ~. . (20th). Bullish Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.448; 55- 
ew. OF near. Holds. Last week, 85)—"Returt | Monte Cristo” 
Wife of Monte Criste” (PRC), | o7 ee enn. 


$10,000. ‘ ’ «Cold. Neat $18.000. Last week, 

Midland (Loew's) (3.500: 45- 65)— | Notorious Gentleman” (U), $12,000. 
“Show-Of" (M-G) and “Devil's Paramount (FWC) (2.646: 55-85) 
Playground” (UA). Average $14.000. —“Rage In '‘eaven” (M-G) (reis- 


Last week, “Gallant Journey” (Col) | 5‘). Modest $16.000 in 6 days of 
and “Crime  Doctor’s Manhunt” | second week. Last week, only 


'Col). $10,000. $17,500. 

gs twman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; $1.80 

$73 ~ “Blue Skies” (Par). Colossal | to $2.40)—“Henry V’ (UA) (14th 
600, top figure here. Sure of | wk). About $7.000. Last week, ca- 


a * eek, “Hurhan Bond- | pacity $7,500 
', $9,000. : caukon eset. eeuae 

- Stat i(FWC) (2.133: 55-85) 
“re nbeum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)-— -putty's Tavern” (Par). Just $2,000 
eno onderful Life” (RKO). Good in 4 days Last week. “The Ver- 
howe! at $13,000 or better. Will het 


dict” , $7.000 
a A. “3 week, “Kings Row” (WB) se ae ee : (Blumenfeld) 
Nd Bii i ” “_. n e i sts venfeld 
issue) $8.500 il Hickok” (WB) ‘re (1.207: 55-85) Strange Woman 
Tower | Fox-Joffee) (2.100: 45-65) | (UA) (2d wk). Okay $16,000. Last 


me rs Over Texas” (PRC) and week. nice $19,000. ; _ ; 

coe Ay, ib Paris” (UA) with Ros- | Warfield (FWC) (2.656; 55-89) 

fe $10.0 heading stagebill. Biz up | “Razor's Edge” ¢20th). Tremendous 

in OV, ~ or over, Last week, “Home $46,000 or near. Last M eek Re Bren- 

‘Mor “Moma” (Rep) and “Decoy” | nan Girl” (Rep? (2d wk), $12.500 in 
‘J Wish vaude, $8,500. | 5 days. 


|} expectations here with indications | lavout headed by Andrews Sisters! wk). Sixth week ending Tuesday 
of record-breaking New Year's Eve | and Tony P: stor’s band, will soar to (31) night but including New Year's 
trade helpings AN) esiductéw theses sock $110.000 in second week which | Eve business likely will hit colossal 
— ee: see : : ““*: | takes in New Year's Eve, far ahead | $186,000 or better, mew high for 
excepting those operated by Gold-' of initial round. “Song of South,” | house and any theatre. This ex- 
| man. are hiking their scale for New | in fifth week at Palace roared ahead | ceeds second week's total, which 


eo eee ees : i 'to double its previous session’s busi- | previously held record; fifth stanza 
Yeer's Sve. High wil te Me Bae | ness, and wind up with great $50,000, | was $86,000. This combo also topped 


charged by Fox. — |Pickets outside the theatre last | previous Christmas Day hish. 
Heaviest biz is being done by Saturday. who denounced the pic- State (Loew's) (3.450: 43-51.10)— 

| “Razor's Edge” at Fox, “Time, Place, | ture as unfair to Negroes, were lost “Undercurrent” (M-G) (2d run) and 

Girl” at Mastbaum and combo of! in the crowd in line to buy tickets. vaude topped by Johnny Morgan and 


“Vacation in Reno” with Louis “Wonderful Life” is displaying | Yvette. Smas) S46, 000 or near. Last 
Prima band at Earle. “Undercur-| real strength in its second week at; week. “Two Years Before Mast 
rent.” “Cross Heart.” “Song of | the Globe to hit near $42,000, ahead | (Par) (2d run) with vaude headed 
'South” and “Blue Skies” also are of first week's $40,000. “Abie’s Irish | by Joey Adams, Mark Plant. Tony 
|} showing great strength. <tr the Gotham. and also pick- eo zee tooney, good $28,000 
: , .. Wy eted Saturday. is sagging badly inj; Dut belON\ opes - 

Estimates for This Week Arst holdover stanza to 28.000. “Best Strand (WB) (2,756: 75-$1.50)— 
Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-94)—"Song | years of Lives” is showing nice im- | “Time, Place, Girl” (WB) and stage- 
of South” (RKO). Fancy $21,000. | 


provement to land great $60.000 or | show headed by Vaughn Monroe 


Last week, “Strange Woman” (UA) | theresbouts in sixth week at the | orch Soaring to nearly $98,000, 
(4th wk), $10,000. Astor easily all-time high and unheard of 
Arcadia (Sablosky ) (700; 50-94 )— While most of bigge: Broadway | at this house Week includes New 
“The Verdict” (WB) (2d run). S0-)| §Im houses planned raising to $2.40) Year's og biz with upped scale. 
so $4,000. Last week. “Never Say ton New Year's Eve a!l of them. Last wee “Verdict” (WB) with 
Goodbye” (WB) (2d run), $4,800 iwere not definitely set on. scale | Vincent Li pez orch heading stage- 
Boyd (WB) (2.350; 50-94)—"“Un-| paramount set $220 after & pm. bill (2d wk-6 days), only $35.000. 
dercurrent” (M-G). Fine $31,500." Tuesday (31). same as always Victovia (Mourer) (720; 70-$1.20) 
| Last week, “Return Monte Cristo” | ¢harged. Roxy likely ditto. sivce — "Beast With Five Firgwers” (WB) 
(Col) (2d wk), fairish $16,000. weekday night seale new is $1.80. | (2d wk). First week ending Tues- 
Earle (WB) (2.760: 60-99 )}—"Vaca- Same is true of Strard “dav (31) looks like ferev $21.000. 
tion Reno” (RKO) with Louis Prima a ons . Holds. In aheod, “Wanted for Mur- 
orch. Wham $48.000 or near. Last Estimates for This Week der” (20th) (2d wk). $10,000. 
week. “Crime Doctor's Manhunt” Astor (City Inv.) (1.500: 70-S1.40) Winter Carden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
(Col) and Dr. Neff's “Madhouse: of “Best Years of Lives” (RKO) (6th $1.290)—"“Wicked Lady” (U) (2d wk). 
Mystery” on stage, $20,000 wk). Plenty of lines for this one-this | geeond session ending Friday (3) 


Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-94 '—“Razor’s Session Looks to re; ach vreat $60.009. likelv will hold to big $35.000: first 


Edge” (20th). Terrific $50.000. Last, Which is a big pickun over fifth week. which included three davs of 

veel. “The Bow ery ‘i 20th) (re- week's $45,000. Continues Christma weel uppernt reached 

ssue), $13,500 Capitel (Loew's) (4.820: 70-$1.50)) orest $40,000 2’ >cit way under ex- 
Goldman (1.300: — 50-94)—-"Cross “Secret Heart” (M-G) plus stace- | peete nes 

My Heart” (Par). Solid $27,000. Last | show headed by Tommy _ Dorse: 

week. “Dark Mirror’ (U) (4th wk), reh On first tanza. ending Dee . 

$16,000 31. includine New Years Bve smash Cummings Buys 2 Yarns 
Kariton (Goldman) (1.000: 50-94) $103.000 or better. Not far fron . ; Z 

“Rage in Heaven” «(M-GY (reissue), house hieh. Last week. “Undercur- Holly ne Dec. 30 

(2d wk). Stout $17.000. Last week, | rent” gee G) with Frankie Carte Sandy Cummirgs, who ts checking 

“Smart People” «(M-G), only $2,800! orch heading stavebill (4th wk-6 off the Columb‘ lot today. has pur- 

in 5 days, second run days). strict ly pre-Xmas and $36.500 | ¢hased two ontions on story nrceper- 
Keith's (Goldman? (1.500; 50-94) reflected if ties for indenvercent productio 

“Dark Mirror” «(U) (2d run). Fair Criterion (Loew's) tn 60- Yarns are “The Flacs Were Three.” 

$7.500. Last week, “Sister Kenny”, $1.25) “Temptation” (U) (2d wk) Sat 7 a. ee 0 "ee yey 

(RKO). $3,500. second run Initial holdover week started Dec. | 9 "OVE! abou New Wiican, = 
Mastbaum (WB) (4.350: 50-94)— 31. First session ending Monday “Wheels of Dust an original 

“Time. Place, Girl” (WB) Sock | (30) was around $25.000. not so good screenplay 

$45.000 plus big $4.000 for Sunday at for holidav week. In ahead. “Mae- 


Earle. Last week. “The Killers” «U)  nificent Doll” (U) «2d wk-10 days) AUER’S N. Y. SHOOTING 


(3d wk), oke $17.500 only $23.000. 


Stanley (WB) (2.950: 50-94) Globe (Brandt) (1.509: 70-$1.20) Hollywood, Dec. 30 

Stine Skies” (Par) (5th wk). Bright , “Wonderful Life” (RKO} (2d wk) John H. Auer, Republic producer- 
$32.000. Last eek, $18.000 Roaring ahead on second round, director. and lensman John Alton 

Stantan (WRB) ¢1.475; 50-94) ending next Friday (3) to about are en route to New York to shoot 
“Nocturne” RKO) Sweet $24,500. $42.000 frst was strong $40,000. but | exteriors for “Crime Passionelle.” 
Lost week, “Kings Row’ (WB). only belo hopes 


‘ dead, ie ‘ilm will siar Vera Ralston and John 
$9.500 Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-S1.40) ri 1 w 
: ; P a 0 - ' 9,3 arroll 
Pix (Cummins) (500: $1.95-$2.60) Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) (24 wk). i : — 7 : » tte 
“Henry VO (UA). Five $12,000. Last | Stumbling badly on first holdover Pic is Auer’s first under his new 
week subsequent-run frame to $9,000; first was nice! dual ticket 
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sie ke age ‘ ee 2 a rs a ; o%, 


. as 
a3 se o> ua sale tit da 








selected as the first motion 
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picture to have a Command 





af we said about — ° 
; | : : Performance? A distinction 


; “STAIRWAY | no other film ean claim! r 








| TO There is a good reason for this— 
4 ) : 4 “STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN’ is not only 


HEAVEN" 


an extraordinarily good motion picture, but 





“| 

“ E — it is also “advanced” in every phase of 
at bine 

- production. It is evocative of all the fine 
= | as 3 , things that can be achieved by the Magic 
a La of creative elements. It contains poetic 

s dialogue which takes it up to heaven yet 


down to earth in its universal appeal. It 


presents something entirely new in chromatic 


technicolor. It has acting which has not 


been surpassed — a story that may be rightly 





acclaimed as different... yet something 

i | that is appealing to everyone. To sum | 
| it up, “STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN” 
ot signifies the motion picture of | 


| tomorrow with the appeal of today! } 
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| | . with Kim Hunter - Marius Goring : 
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MICHAEL POWELL and 
EMERIC PRESSBURGER 


‘ ‘ A Production of the Archers 
UNIVERSAL - INTERNATIONAL RELEASE 








P°6060005 00 0? 
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THE SCREEN 


“Stairway to Heaven,’ a British 
Production at Park Avenue, 
Proves a Holiday Delight— 


By BOSLEY CROWTHER - 
Had you harked you would have 
heard the herald angels singing an 
appropriate paean of joy over a 
wonderful new British picture, 
“Stairway to Heaven,” which came 
to the Park Avenue Theatre yes- 
terday. And if you will listen now 
to this reviewer you will hear that 
the delicate charm, the adult hu- 
mor and visual virtuosity of this 
Michael Powell— Emeric Press- 
burger film render it indisputably 
the best of a batch of Christmas 
shows. 

If you wished to be literal about 
it you might call it romantic fan- 
tasy with psychological tie-ins. 
But literally is not the’way to take 
this deliciously sophisticated frolic 
in imagination’s realm. For this 
is a fluid contemplation of a man’s 
odd experiences in two worlds, one 
the world of the living and the 
other the world of his fantasies— 
which, in this particular instance, 
happens to be the great beyond. 
And the fact that the foreword ad- 
vises, “any resemblance to any 
other worlds, known or unknown, is 
purely coincidental,” is a cue to the 
nature and the mood. 

We've no time for lengihy expla- 
nations —other than to remark 
that; by all the laws of probabili- 
ties, Squadron Leader Peter Carter 
should have been killed when he 
eaped from a burning bember with- 
out a parachute over the Channel 
on May 2, 1945. And that is the 
natural assumption. which revolves 
in the back of his injured mind. 
But, still alive after a freakish sal- 
vation and in love with a thor- 
oughly mortal American Wac, he 
resists the hallucinary “messenger” 
who keeps summoning him to the 





IN REVIEW 


beyond. Indeed, he resists so 
strongly—in his disordered mind, 
that is—that he conceives an iilu- 
sory “trial” in heaven in which his 
appeal to remain on earth is heard 
before a highly heterogeneous tri- 
bunal. And through this court (and 
by a brain operation), he is spared. 

That gives you a slight indica- 
tion of the substance and flavor of 
this film—and we haven't space at 
this writing to give you any more, 
except to say that the wit and agil- 
ity of the producers, who also 
wrote and directed the job, is given 
range through the picture in count- 
less delightful ways: in the use, for 
instance, of Technicolor to photo- 
graph the earthly scenes and sepia 
in which to vision the hygienic re- 
gions of the Beyond (so that the 
heavenly “messenger,” descending, 
is prompted to remark, “Ah, how 
one is starved for Technicolor up 
there!’’). 

We haven’t space to credit the 
literate wit of the heavenly “trial” 
in which the right of an English 
flier to marry an American girl is 
discussed, with all the subtle ru- 
minations of a cultivated English 
mind that it connotes, or the fine 
cinematic inventiveness and visual 
“touches” that sparkle throughout, 
notably in the exciting production 
designs of Alfred Junge. 

Nor have we the space to say 
more than that David Niven is 
sensitive and real as the flier chap; 
that Roger Livesey is magnificent 
as his physician (and later ad- 
vocate in the Beyond); that Kim 
Hunter is most appealing as his 
American sweetheart and _ that 
many more do extremely well, in- 
cluding Raymond Massey, who 
plays the lawyer for the Court of 
Records at the heavenly “trial.” 
(Mr. Massey represents the spirit 
of the first Boston patriot killed in 
the Revolutionary War.) 

But we’ll have much more to say 
later, when we've got Christmas 
out of our hair. Till then, take this 
recommendation: see “Stairway to 
Heaven.” It’s a delight! 
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: 14 FILM REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, January 1, 1917 
’ f ' sin a 
. mw se erantional ecane ler- B+ ° ’ 4 I it’s yicture. | silken, reveali ‘arb as V 
| Duel in the Sun Oe ee ee ee Miniature Reviews .. | Seur’ a powerful, ‘disciplined and | not measure up'te Hollywong 71o0 
3 canon) bert Marshall, Butterfly MeQueen, aur is powerful, disciplhned and | not measure up to Hollywood sting. 
% ‘ 9 ov }Harry Carey, Walter Huston, Otto ‘s a ee ; moving in the lead role, while other | ards of streamlined beauty. K jelley 
& Hollywood, Dec, 29. : . : , : ; Duel in the Sun (Color) Y Se ‘ eta ‘la | i ” rte 
s seg ted -| Kruger, Charles Dingle, Scott Me- | Sel k) West th lead and supporting plavers, Charles bursts into song on the lightest 
: } oh t« as x ‘ ‘ e ot Z . as ( 17 *K STE > 7 r . s ’ 
Sraccicd: (Gavia ©. Setmishs prodevti Kay. Sidney Blackmer and_ Tilly | estvhapapinniusidl were =i Seca | Dullin and Charles Vanel in partic- | provocation but is easily moicheu by 
Btars Jennifer Jones, Gregory Pe loseph | Losech are among others permitted to cast names and tremendous box- ular, are far better than average. | Miss Bernhard’s super vox 
atten: features | i: : do not m hs vad advertising fice possibilities taynn oY I's sh lirec | op ' 
‘ features vel Ba . | lo not more than pad advertising office pos: ) 7 i Raymond Bernard arp di ection | Phere are many closeups o | cai 
1 wine : credits “Shocking Miss Pilgrim ider productive supervision of Ray- | blonde. femmes, some otf ras . 
Baten tile nee Miver 3c b. 1G Photograp v credits are n itiple (Co or--Sony s) (20th) Betty a ond Borderie is constantly in evi- |doing Jane Russell, but Waal ‘4 
Biinues hy nove Niven | ttand all contribute to the outsfand- Grable, Dick Haynes and Gersh- cence story and sequences Toll rm ae 
“ ‘ ‘ . . o ! ‘ } color le \ It is a choice job, 4A In score spell good b oO. Distrib’s intention is te present the | op nd tta pattern, Ratine bev ‘ 
} R ' 1, vell done. Musie score by Dmitri | “Stagecoach to Denver” (Rep). pic much in the same manner as} for a Swedish picture wi she 
be : > . im , ’ e > | ¢ . ‘ \ Ahllrels 
= .e p Lic n has an eat att ng vol- Latest in Red Rvder senes with “Gone With the Wind.” a= film of | soing to Miss Bernhard, Inoa Brink 
x ‘ e in mass scenes, distracti from Allan Dane up, okay for oatei comparable length. Marquee pull Of | the little dressmaker who nx 9 
P €vie Le . mae ‘ ory ; . . 2 ’ » olan : e ‘ = : i KR; 
134. MENS t Ove ot ec proves f: Baur’s name alot 1 robably till Bjocrling and Kjellertz a, 
’ adequate ( { A “Le Miserables” French) {strong enough to insure good arty- 
. ‘ Ik Gy ‘ es sera c ‘ . “A . { eat returl —————— { ——_ . —_——_ - 
: A N ol Harrys Baul s+ ry ti] tinl)y ' noral N . . 
‘ets | great story, good direction hold alld: ase tee ake ew Foreign Films 
Brose 0 i { I opetne | who becom 14 embvoodaiment 
5 (Unlik l ‘ P 
; < D0 yt ROod Uhael Con ryt flagellation U ikely for Anglo ( - et) 
} ‘ The Shochiag NEiss “La Otra” Panamerican) of ai sei Te conscience Film | 7 ai — 
\ ° ° T) ya's , Rin Rian J «’ opens with his release from prison} “Seltatnemk ech Krutgublar’ 
. e ( ay \ t utgu i.) ¥ 
¥ afsea otee a ben metamorphosis through the ,” » (SWRDISHIT) 
COLOK—SONGS) ; nines of a Bishop He rises to ' lease of Schamyl 8 
. \ ( ve b tars Sigurd Wall 
( Ly ] — avoralty of a town and subsequent | , : “a : , 
“ 1ee! ra Night” Saya) : : \ rp Jehnm Elfistior: I (lent ze 
- Qt we 1 Fo . & a “S ; ealth, only to be forced by his} ‘‘hristenson, Carl ti ‘ 
b é . iis ace operetta LOOK onscience to declare his criminal | yy SS myt Bauman; sent bis ' a 
¢ Z : trong bet for arty theatres; ientity, thereby saving another from | ane mee py meng ger wn ° 
7 4 } e s tht haere « wy Potts 
s ! \ en ) Jussi Bjoerling starred prison, He escapes the police to Carry | comers. Sven Nyaviat. Reviewer be 
e j \ . : out a mission to care for a dying | bein Runving time, Ei? MINS, 
lake Pe Pe ar: : rot woman's daughter (Josselyne Gael) 
cs Vv. F ee S or, Rob Sinveeoach = e There is a gap of eight years, where . ; 
ve . i ~~ ag a to Ee mver | There is a gap nt years, where | Swedish comedy paints some inter- 
natn DD an tee Hollywood. Dec. 27 the second portion of the film takes | |. Soe ae i nen . 
~ ieee is ; 3 . >= Hg un in 1832. following the Bourbon d life. yo - pie lle iS- 
* ! tohn | , wt ; ‘ es Bobby caccession of the French throne With the Dit _h omg ik tL r han 
: ; K ej} Blake, M ‘ - hiwe h, Harerott. | Miss Gael falls in love with a young dt bee Simard Wallen fil ently ane 
{ ‘ " f } } ' \\ ‘ " I x3 “Ley ( ‘ lL) rote ‘ : . | ) = « PT} f ) . 
Phe li al este LOIN hs * evolutionary who mans the barri- rr a ni aoe te Py "> ums chances 
} ¢ < ‘ } if ) ® ' . . ' ° i¢ I z ‘e > +" of 
Teache } ‘ ALTLAUI ; , j ned |} Cades against royalist troops Al- | we Ss anc, y top ping . 
n “Duel in Sur lt a ex-lade ; ; ; comer Sven Nyqvist. Should «: ‘ 
0.98 | hough he disapprove Baur finally | c but U.S 
4 , ‘ } . } tr * Ww oa a € . I 
este } old Une effects their rescue and marriage, | ya gt _ . , Eee 
30 style It i yre-sold vi iivance | | j " : 16 MINS | ligible 
' } il ‘ te +<ahe ee Hoberta i ited 2 ' then dies. 
exploltatie ana usually SONS | Oe: "| Moore | Little Beave Kot Hiuke | Wanel, as Javert, the police inspec- | - 
marquee names It h: rough, rowdy _— og : “anette a ee pee Pp . ren nl = Resi I . spor _| “tris Och Lejtaantshjarta™’ (SW EDISI), 
ma Picea dee ergs ookeu 0 lanier Prase Duress . a epee tor who constantly haunts Baur, is} c..n.k) Filmindustri productio < 
Ri cous action, Tacto hat a Qu ' axe boc ree, fexcellent; Dullin plays a scurrilous | tease: stars Mal Zetterling, Aif ij 
wavs ave clicked at the boxoffice. ; I's: K. Paws pees tet BS — } . ‘ a hier . 
on } { nding \ io S ie | mn Bee on ¢ m-Shit sees himmett von | mn keepe! Scenes of the abortive y~vanae Ake Claesson, Holes <td il 
: Duel is a_ cine LOE esc S | we Packs te one ty red Acous | revolutionary attempts are outstand- | #:''*'. Margaretha Pablen. Inerid borthe 
TickKel ai Sex angle alone makes Sarah etl 4 ; e's a PP ‘ Ibethe f ; ke rund te pe while a a k th ‘ ho biinat Axelson, Stiga Jaerre) elivee al hy 
< ti boft b.o Liss \ iNet | e« Shae Wink =u Fou; Ch erton ing, while camera W ol roug out \lf Sjoeberg; sereenplay, Sjocbers cnrmera, 
= | eromatt aa ion uke = Watk Dickie Fas me Se Robby H is on a high plane. No credit line is] Gosia Resling. At Reda Kvyarn. Steckieln 
- As a production it adds no class) ye, nano er George Chesebre | piven for the titling, which is just | Murrin« time, 96 MINS. 
4 / distinction to David O Selznick but | ane d us well, since titles are misspelled 
st ' as re h rn a top commerce al suc- 7 s me - ‘ . — _ ! \W\ hie ! *y | flo aincahs: ’ e 
eed es - : pn 1 Rica age ane A In stringing some George Gersh- ,; 1) ‘| and often laughable. Tomm. Better than average Swedish film 
Ss ‘ f 4} ; ‘ } Win tunes dus p out of the trunk a —— ae. due to fine direction and 200d sc: ipt- 
V; PHes 4) ft WOoSTE 1 locale few " . fo O} Das thos d of } J . . 
splendidly played in color by mo- | 46, “the Will Perlberg-George Phis saddle entry in Republic’s Red La Otra ing. Based on a best seller by Ollie 
] ] , wh ° = i OTS OT SE | : } “ ” a ¢: . ‘ mS « fi » hy 
i hile cameras. Footage is overwhelm- | geajon team have sone skheut th Ryder serie measures up as okay (‘The Other One”) wos reign! — 5. — vehicle 
: a seaton a aN Lon a I ahs ‘ aie -— ta . ’ > , 2 > INTE a ri 
a ing expansive. too much so at times} \yimey in too heavy-handed a man-|0@der for the Saturday matinee (MEXICAN-MADE) jfor Alf Kjellin an ai Zetterling. 
i 2 Sa, aie ae him ‘ avy-nhanded a man-| i so4ge There's plent : Neha ithe 4.7 | Incidentally, this was last one Miss 
a | ni idering its length a oe yee gad pr war a race 1ere’s plenty of action and Mexico City, Dee. 17 - J. 
= | er : ner. As a result of which, except for Allan Lane as Ryder proves a bit iin aiid . ; . Mat ™ Zetterling did here before joining J. 
17 , weg] 1iTY ’ . IZ . WA <} th ; + ¢ « as - e * « — ‘ - . : “ ‘ 
Rarely has a filt ade such frank | a few flashes of the brilliant wit and vio , me | a le la Serna . duc! ys Dolores del| Arthur Rank organization in Fng- 
4 - . ) > acct al w ) is «| .e sy | le as é rod ! i s alo Ss « é < ! + 
j use of lust and still be cleared for tunefulness that nevitablv made a —- = ware wi us Six hootes | Rie: features Agust | Victor Juneo | land Oka lensing enhances f ns 
i nines Wel s with ¢ ‘h less os - ; . than the usual film cowpoke. Sidney } ,,, : rt —— ay se ate 
showings eature ith muc less | show with a George and Ira Gersh- tnleaw atid 7a ; rmd Jose Raviera D ( Roberte | ohances at U. S. arty hous« 
| epen display of illicit ex have felt win score a standout in the past, | : 4 Br ons better than Relic rg 8 with 5 ceveises. an yp age Aor "R “he al 
® © . ‘ atic » be oh u > ' ali Ase ” Stans ty “ AME — see 
\ stern bluenose pressure. It’s daring, i” The Shocking Miss Pilgrim will ate a arm vases considering budget b cans “0 gg Ph ti : it ¢ : "O vs a > 
Pr i even though all who love, when and] have to rely on cast name net to and R. G. Springsteen keeps tight ee ae ont it one | ; “Oale marteprasten’ o! Tine . ou v 
as i where they can find it, meet pro-| mention the gaudy Technicolor trap- |@¢ctrial hand to assure proper “ ; path oer vere grat herb 
: n ition the gaudy) ecnnik or trap acing and , .. " n relense of Anders Sandrew . 
‘ duction code punishment in the end. |! pings—for its b.o. power pacing and plenty of action. ' Of elegant simplicity. this Gallic- Olat Widgren, Birgit ‘Ter ht fone 
| While locale and plot are west-| Story concerns entry of Cynthia! Original script by Earle Snell con- | Latinesque tragedy starring Dolores i — — _ eens: vb a 
- ; . ait . — . . — ‘ ; é ei snu » aesson horn ers ral 
em er sensuality is the prime motiva- Pilgrim (Beity Grable) nto Boston's } — ns — © a lopment than | del Rio shapes up as one of Mexico Ss te ) sson: directed by Gor he 
“oe tion. Development makes sure all] “man’s world” of commerce in the } ©*PCC* d in a western, lending in-| top 1946 film offerings. Direction play. Rune Lindstrom, based « ‘] 
ihe action centers around sex. With that! 1870's. Draned in fabulous Orry- on to basic formula of a land grab/and photography are in keeping Hi Kl Hornberg; can Qoeran 
as a basis, producer Selznick has| Kelly gowns that belie her $8-a- that Ryder busts up. F lot concerns | with the fine thesping of Miss del ve elt Gran 1, Stock Hing 
‘ screenplayed a story of Texas cattle} week salarv. Miss Grable wins her Ryder “A efforts to te gp why @ Rio who contributes one of the best lanes Zz 
pu ; barons, encroaching railroads, wan-|diploma in a New York business stage os h was wrecked, injw ne a | performances of her career. Marquee _ stent ' 
ay Fy ton killings and other stock action} school and proceeds to shock Beacon | *0''S protege and killing a land) jure of star’s name alone shouid pro- Topfight seripting of Rune Lind- 
a of prairie thrillers. There are mo-| Hill by applying for a job in the | CO™™ssioner, Plot thickens when a} vide added pull in the U. S. market. | strom has turned Harald  Horn- 
ent when the cript leaves thejoffice of Dick layme: shipyards wn ti sioner and the boy's Hewing closely to the Rian James org novel into an oka) ¢ le 
bedroom and injects high spots of a} She gets it only because of the pull aunt. latter rushing ee kid's bedside, varn scripters have ‘ombined , for Olof Widgren and Birgit Ten- 
Pe dend Xe fon an aiaae is : ripen ae disappear and two phonies take thei ‘se Sg ; sre pelo anbic hie : , : 4 ert 
aoa | ( ent pe of color and movement. | e¢ xe rted by Anne Re vere, sulfragette vl Nonsnl Theve pte -* lot oy owed }melange of murders, morgues, cops | groth Goesta Folke direction 
= © Single scenes that will stand out | relative of Haymes. Gal makes good | © * ‘ "a ackeantin ong _} and cemeteries into a taut tale with | stands out. Film looms as a success 
bo oe oe > ’ ‘ wad , . : resoly in 96 minutes running time 
include Jennifer Jones’ peril in rid- | 2! the job, under great difficulties, | ; - little comedy relief. Dialog is point- Te mets . but st ’ 
“4 gee 1} : : ; rags *' but Ryders range-sleuthing cleans ae in Scandinavian countrie ut SLOFY 
f ing bareback on a runaway horse,! but refuses to give up her fight fot them up. exposing town’s bigshot ed and held to a minimum. Miss del | jampers its possibilitic the U.S 
4 Oa eT hice 2 ee ‘ - ight< ~~ . mn z/ ' ie . CAXPOSING ) 1s gsno as . ‘ are: 2 Nal “ St 2S In ie ». 
i filmed against the vast scope of the | equal right: for women, upon which } a tet chebtee dan tenn OF aiaiea Rio plays the dual role of two twin Wins 
H western scene: Gregory Peck’s tam- she has ¢ mbarked with Miss Revere, | lines : ee” ; sisters, one who weds a millionaire | me : 
i ng of a sex-maddened stallion: the | when Haymes asks her to marry him. | * ‘ and the other who ekes out a drab! 
: ' ao ° ° ‘ ‘ . 7. | " i ° aah € ‘ . P 
} tremendous sweep of hundreds of | He finally realizes it’s a losing bat- Lane makes a stalwart Red Ryder existence as a manicurist Latter “Le Bataillon duo Ciel’ Hate 
i 4 niounted horsemen riding to do bat- i and they clinch. and Bobby Blake is excellent as_Lit- rebelling from her st ition in life. at eee Cinema re 
. ' tle with the invading yailroad. There| Gag about Miss Grable being “a tle Beaver. Chief heavy ts Roy Ban- murders her twin and carries on a Hhlat aie” sons gga r ni : 
ma 7 - ty a e V « 1 c : tlatie he Le . J re. t ! ‘ « ne 
i are others, too, that will arouse | new typewriter” is okay the first few | croft, turning in expert skullduggery. masquerade which leads her into rectet by Alexander Kaw eonnlay, 
: thrill-seeking audiences. They are} times, but carried throughout the pic- Peggy Stewart, the phoney aunt; various jams including a 30-vear re loseph Kessel. Reviewed in! hune 
: staged in a grandiose manner cal-| ture it becomes tiresome. Other gags; Bobby Hyatt, Ryder’s protege: Em- for a murder she didn't coms rit i ne time, 555 EES. 
; culated to stimuwate imagination. are belabored as well. and lines like mett Lynn, Martha Wentworth and | Male support of Ae al *~ 2 { < eacieaal 
, : és ‘ a \ — 2? aVic : t Lustl 2 é . 
i } Some of the more intimate dra-| @ Womans place is in the home” are | others show up well. Edgar Lyons Jose Baviera al V ‘tor J shoagg Sure heavy grosser here and a good 
i ti matic scenes are likely to arouse dif- | sledge-hammered. Music is standout,; lensing is actionful and Les Orle- top-flight Mis . 10] R ee ee ow 'S entry for arty theatres in the U. S. 
/ ' ferent reaction particularly among ,;most hummable tunes being “For | beck’s editing concise Broy. | the seoduci 1 ; sn “st agi of - Le Bataillon du Ciel” is an 18-reel 
it 1 ] m « t « if r » - t tal ‘ng ‘oO! at 4 . 1 
, on - younger theatregoers These se- You, fer Me, for Evermore” and | gD ithe pic ade at ri ae — made epic of the French parachuters who 
4 q : ung leg 2 Ss. 4 : 1 es ss : , > ‘ : pga tel » SNades ne res Ts . : 
quences. plaved witt ‘lodrz tic | Aren't You Kind of Glad We Did?” | e : N * ‘Unereas tones | ¢ ropped in Brittany at the time of 
iz uences, plaved with melodramatic | ' | Les AY | se bl of her role possibly a bit too darklyv ’ ; : —_ 
gusto and flambovanee. include Lil One that has all the flavor of the eS EIsera es Her costuming ily hi , =. | the Normandy invasion. One of the 
‘ i an J Po ae , : -argy . COS P especii y S = 
ee tilts dai ccaee: ties Eee Gershwin freres’ topmost sophisti- (PRENCH-MADE) le ung eClally hits a ma- biggest recent French productional 
“ated % ' 5. aie : ~ | cated musicomedy stuff is “But Not Distinguished Fit release of Ps Con abre note with much of her garb | ; forts, cooperation of the R.A.F. and 
bawdy love dance; the sequence in | in Mactan” Others {i ee a uM | n ' Raymond Borderie prodac resembling that of a femme under- | ++ Frenct Army “yitted » of 
7 hich she pleads with Peck to take as é ) rs at iste nD wel ie eee. Ee tate me aa taker Direct CG at «€ renen rmy permitta ise Oo 
’ her on his flight from the law. and} ®"© Changing My Tune.” “Stand Up |; . a Irectol savaldon. whose planes and parachutes on a Holly- 
' hei 1 his flight m > law, ¢ _- 5. “2s a e ¢ " ervis technique is re of the ; me ee : 
the finale when the two lovers kill | @%4 Fight.” and a fetching waltz. | Charles Dutlin, Arane Demazis. Dire-ted | school than Hollevnedn renee rence | wood scale. Acting is realistic but 
each other only to cling together in| Plenty of care has been taken that |? [#yrend Berna Sereenol Ray- | oe le t} an Hollywood. rates laurels ‘length of film along with fact that 
j death Cs ee tthe Victorian drapings don't conceal A - aed acto ry ton + Rage film’s technical aspects are war heroics are getting dated will 
{ } } t ; . i: i a es eT le ‘ ' jus Ors C finite assets . . , ~ . 
, f King Vidor'’s direction keeps the | 100 — Miss Grable’s figure. and | Kruger mnie ‘atin  Sieaieete rf asst ts. _ Grah hurt the picture’s chance for gen- 
iP} playing in step with production aims. | eo ~~. yee ee © a a _— fo awa” OT OR Resning time, | }eral release in America. 
- 4 j : on | S line thi Sui Gene . j ‘ i 
i si He pitches the action to heights in oe — a end — She Lsweeicetlid, pee PURE EET EEE TE Harry Baur Queen for a Night 
the top moments and generally holds eo shoes a a . = y pom sub- j Javer ee aaa ceccess.Charlen Vanel (Musical) | “Adiew Cherie’ ('Goodhye Darling”) 
‘ the overall mood desired. Sharing sping job than is her habit. nearest (SWEDISH-MADE) | (FRENCH), Os80 release of Osso-Keit- 
q director credit on the mass sequences Haymes looks and sounds good, too, H ee \ a oetauaee nite Texselyne Gael Saga Films emedidiet hon ‘ vr . : | fe production; stare Danielle Darrieun; 
ayes : ividing <i i . e thie U WERRGIOS. ... ss sHaveseewce Charles Dullin | tn ' en Oe Tecase, Stam inves Gabrielle Dorzat, Salou, Laraney, 
i are Otto Brower and Reaves Eason. oe See oees S. which don t } Mme. Thernadic: a “ won e A mveerting. Direvted t Willv Hilde- lacques Barthier: directed by R as n@ 
a iu > « . > aon eee Be 8 re CE oo SOE COO 46 ab spiel rune . La stor hy i a © . r ® . 
5 Plot concerns a half-breed girl who bl l Si oo ars vV.w ith Miss Gra- ON ere rea Jean Servait | from at he. , : ‘. , = Guardar SS; .~ re Bernard: ‘sereenplay, Jacanes Companeez 
; j = »< ~ , - * thee o v D} meoOlKe artens pusi« P “ i) wer Jor ne tim 
goes to the ranch of a Texas cattle eS 4 upport is tops. especially Miss Kips nin i Arane Demaxis | Sylvain: ivries Seen one et “ uni ule | k ewed in’ Paris, tunnine ime, 
| Revere’s suffragette, Elizabeth Ris- | G“''orh Emile Ge is} fils T Se. Rts | Soom 
baron to live after her father has|q7); Ae pe ara Tage ne 4 me Srenevals | Bwert. Nils Thoren. Previewed N. Y¥. Dee. | -_——— 
; , FOE rede a honacae Saisie Ly : . ' 
) killed her adultress mother and tH — + Bay-ish per pnt a iene eg es ime, SS lyase | Film misses out 1 f 
Py aV *“ ¢ i . — . . | oam at rage. (sur emon Per ie sses Ce S Si Se 
lover. The baron’s two sons fall for very nee man mit and Gene Lock- | (In French; English Tithes) } Pireo..., alae ; “ “ ; vt oe | factory rena theese : 7 grr 
+ her but the unrestrained younger Cc oe oe manager. | Any ordinary Sim, when loaded | Fv2.-................00. Inka Brink | nique hi ch has Di iain Maeriace 
fi ene captures her emotions. So strong } oe ol wie tates of the boarding | with the handicaps piled on “Les|!#'* Hielm.................Gosta K jellertz ro btn ie gr lb 
‘| ba bia = Use F ich re © as 4awe < ee 99 : “i dustaf I. tank nite : Orlraying a role s ar i 
i| is physical desire that he murders a at ; , : oo Grable stay s. all | Miserables,” would stagger and drop | Count PM el ie saat tale pte ee | eS Michele. Mor en png — — 
i one man who wants to marry her| a hom la e ’ on, are Allyn Jos-| with a resounding flop. But this (ac-|rik...............0 0000 Hilding Ga le | ee roe fe ri . he pre ra 
. ‘ | as 3 rt. f Mur Ids as : similar 14? ; : “pip re a hk soderbic ‘ re ‘Ss 
i} and tries to kill the brother, shown yn ag sat : — Shie Ids as aj) tually it’s two pictures) is no ordi- | Johansson. ..........0., iey Seen | m = oan tails tc . ay teeer ete - 
j n latter atte mpts to make the virl ote ¢ r, y ‘tian 4 atterson as house- nary product, but two films. “Jean ‘ ‘ Wesler Hildebrand wire Agee bo ye acce e er = m4 
q a lady. Finale is lovelorn depiction | _— per, Li an ro Ison as a spin ster | Valjean and its sequel, “Cosette.” . . rr . y . ? acques ; erthiel in 
i of the girl's determination to kill her | wWno spends her ime rewriting the Holding it all tovethe the the pic | (In Swedish: English Titles) V€ respectable family headed by 
nina t | ss Spee ear in “pate sips & il al gel Ss 1 s Mon “pale P ‘ ‘ a - eile A.) 
} 4 master and then die in his arms. Ma- | “" ech o8 4 a All Charles é, Kemper as) streneth of the late great Harry | ; This is Swede: first screen oper- | te ayy —s pone goog Dorziat —— 
Hi jority of the principal roles are flam- | @ 1 cian. All make their footage Baur, who supports this spliced epic etta, and as such first-rate. Jussi ‘ot Ss wea ; an a tion fal s 
| 4 poyant, occasionally almost to the | : <2 co cee har : with a power sirangely comparable Bjoerling, of the Metropolitan Opera | = oh. ou capabi ities of = able 
f ; burlesque. Miss Jones as the half- | li ~ Li hamroys camera work_is |to that of the Jean Valjean he played oe and some other excellent Swe- pening” sida 
i. ; : . is *k uUSsIC. as if ¢ ig . ; “7 ' , : : . is ice »} } o . Ai } — 
breed proves herself extremely ca- | ie Tt Ki - BB none r by Ira | It should do well in the arty houses B h Mabe Ss. Inciuding Gurli Lemon | «nee simen de Lira” (MENICAN) 
pable in quieter sequences but is n, ae y owl x erbert spen-| despite short turnover due to the | 2'™Mhara, Gosta Kjellertz and the | Filmex retease of Bracho Films production: 
oles . c an iwal : . .< : ‘ | pe — . es = F ] velvie 
: overly meller in others. Same is true t} . - oa neg ard Powell, comes | extreme length (209 mins ), Royal Opera of SLOG kholm chorus, | stars Joaquin Pardave, Manuel Mesiel: fea- 
| 7 3 of Peck as the virile younger Texan. | ' rough ina tu h manne r unde r Al- | Seite: of ths Mek ic nee. ted are all superb. Film looks like al {ures Elsa Aguirre: directed | Iulle 
; raised to love ‘em and leave ‘em fred Ne wmal s baton, There isn't having be by s i lew, bOtN | first-rate bet for arty theatres in Brache based eon Ben Jonson's “Volpene: 
| : *; much dancing, but the waltzes staged |. » Deen made some 10 years #20 | the U. S. but a | mush". Rani Lavista; camere. Maequicl Core 
} The role has no audience sy mpathy |)... H ; Be : 1c Wances . ane’ and then re-edited for a single pres- . - ut a bit too S1IOW-MOVINE | crasee \t Cine Meiropoliian Mexiesi City. 
| but will call a great fascination for | by Herme an make ple asant inter- ee Despite eteale B lonath , and long for general American con- , Dec. 18. 46. Running time. 118 MENS. 
the femmes. Contrasiing is Joseph | ‘UCC*: Sum total is a film that’s ea®y | and the ictual ; ) - en “ f he sumption. 4 
. : on ee : : on th and e; . ‘ nf cil) ! ‘ Ue separateness oO ei | nals » | aa : x 
Cotten as the older son. Role in his | 0" the eye and ear but not ate ia production, continuity is excellent: a| Basically, this is a Cinderella story| Though local crix have panned 
1 hands is behevable and never over- ine few short frames of annotation are lower deer a modiste who finds her | this, it has points of appeal. Don 
drawn. As the tather, Lionel Barry- : used to bring plot forward the few | ovel drifting away when he falls for | Simon de Lira” is a silly story about 
; oo n ore uses the stock characterization Goldwyn Pacts Rosenfeld years between the end of “Jean Val od arene rl a Stockhotm be rich old fool who's so stupid tha! 
2 iz * of an lirascible old man Isidro Rosenfeld, former rep for Jean” and the beginning of its sequel poe # command performance in 1785 ,one wonders how he ever got to be 
i Lillian Gish is the suifering mothe W Br Chil ' “Cosette.” : : +| Their love affair appears headed for! rich. Yarn is supposed to be based 
. s : val] ] TOS in j hi en i" “— " ee ; . .s | 2 . 
i a going a quiet job until her death Bc Maga a < . ~ rm er aah ta te 8 the rocks until Sweden's king acci-!on Ben Jonson's sparkling comed\ 
waht die eg : Te Nally samue ) wvn ro ™ d i ) "ee : ¢ ‘ le ‘ rerheare ys P 1 | } . : ‘ 
if sce! = A bi lef, but fine, bit i: plaved |, onc ¢ es granny! ie ph hours’ running 13 . 7? Mi a \ valf dentally overhears her at a masked | Julio Bracho’s direction is not up to 
; ? by Charles Bickford as the man who | ‘!O"S 4S Special sales rep for northern awe px . — _— », aes Is¢ rables” | ball and decides to bring the two } his usual standard, Cancan dance se- 
ra ot wants to marry Miss Jones. Same i haif of Latin America 1 ; unOe! Masha ous sub-titling, | together. ; quence, one of best in picture. is cut 
7 Tr 1 ~ : my 1 7 . ire Of "“ maket ¢ . li y T ¢ y 1 ' re pai . 
Les true of Joan Tetzel as Cotten Hell make his headquarters in an fp lee a nd Pr alr costuming of} ~The Ballet of Venus, held outdoors | to a mere flash. Looks strony for top 
| ep &: fiancee. She contributes one of the | Mexico City. | aacenee 1 perioc Y ilm-making, im- before the royal party. is a highlight, | spot here, and also-may do for U S 
23 } prints and occasional gYer- althotgh Miss Bernhard, clad in. arty houses. Gran. 
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on Broadway Now! 
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Soviet Won't Follow U.S. Lead For 


Austrian Studios Return to Owners 


Vien Dec. 18 
Sudden U.S. Army move 
connected with previously j 
arr: ements tor MPEA to t 
‘ \ ( t 
A | t 
Ame t ( 
] ( A 
ate aA 
‘ t 
a 
\1 er! t 
panne W 1 
Ol ( 1 
1C¢ B al ( t 
Ce IPEA ( ‘ ‘ 
eve ! he} | oO ( é 
lal rT Vie I 
more ©) Ri nhuege he 
rema Soviet | ‘ \ 
of M: \ ent to 
thin ck Di Peter K ! 
A a Vi t¢ of Prope +. Col 
ty received the turrback on behalf 
of his government 
There 
it P 
Wi I } ina t ( 
Kar] Hart! and his associates nelud 
ing Creditanstalt Bank, which have 
continue er U.S. adn 
the manas eme ey < 
Goebbels. But there’s no othe! local 
group in sight considered to have 
necessary experience plus political 
acceptability 
Army pondered holdi'g onto its 
contro] still longer, but since pix In- 
dustry was the last major Austrian 
seizure retained in custody after 
President Truman’s turnb:ck direc- 
tive of last September, decisioi. was 
made to hand the headache to the 
Austrians. Not that it’s a financial 
headache Wien Film’s operation, 
based on rental of studio and lab 
facilities. plus revenue from old 
German and Austrian product. has 
been extremely profitable. 
However, new deal leaves Wien 


Film with only a dozen or so prewar 
titles they made themselves while 
Army will return over 150 other ac- 
tive German language features 
U.S. distribution in Germany only. 
They’ve played every available date 
in Austria many times and with in- 
creasing quantity of imported prod- 
uct incoming, plus probable dozen or 
so new Austrian made titles in 1947. 
the old product is no longer neces- 
sary to keep houses busy. 

Wien Film will get its bank ac- 
counts back in enhanced condition, 
but loss of the Rosenhuegel property 
heavily offsets this. Probability 
that Russ-operated Sovexportfilm 
will claim Rosenhuegel permanently 
as a Nazi asset seizable under the 
Potsdam agreement. 


U.S. PIX STANDOUT IN °46 
NORWEGIAN B.0. LISTS 


Oslo, Dec. 17. 
Top b.o. pix in Norway for the 
first half of 1946 were two Norwe- 
gian films, “Vi Vil Leve” (“We Want 


tO 


1S 





to Live”) and “Englandfarere”’ 
(“Travelers to England”), followed 


by the U. S. films “That Hamilton 
Woman” (UA). “Jesse James” (20th) 
and “Tom, Dick and Harry” (RKO). 

Other Hollywood product rating 
mention were “Thief of Bagdad” 
(20th), “All This and Heaven Too” 
(WB). “Gentleman Jim” ‘WB) 
“Casablanca” (WB) and the “Jungle 





Book.” Swedish pix also did weil. 
especially “Hets” (“Frenzy”) and 
“Anna Lans.” 

Weather Chief Snag In 


British Pix Production 


London, Dec. 26. 

Power and coal cuts, due to Arctic 
climatic conditions, are further 
hindering film production in Eng- 
land. Result is a decided lag in 
studio schedules. 

Shortage of studio 
enough at present, 


bad 
to 


space, 
is expected 


¢*—_——_ 





snouneet ‘Heaven’ Sets Record As 


Mexico’s Top Grosser 


Mexico City, Dec, 26 
A } ~~ ¢ é 
tre r) Vie ) ea fo 
I é 1e) H Ve 20th-Fox) 
Os xf $750,000 (Mex.) at 
Al ed t ! house 
| ‘ x WwW } 
1 . lex ic n 
ivorce ! ( ead 
S49 ()( \ CK 1 a ( i€ 
r ¢ Hex ¢ piayea to ne 
of So Mex.) du ins its 
ek, $4 Mex.) for the wo 
eeks and the rest of re r 
SS 
There S some talk about $5 
Viex.) succeeding $4 Mex.) is 
‘ andard admittance nick for 
f run cinemas in Mexico in ‘47 
Vl t ex ib tors di vount Le 
But a agree that $4 (Mex.) 
definitely, so popular are 
pix aown here 


‘ci uncer Hongkong Plans Quota 


stated the present 


System to Aid British 
Films Compete With U.S. 








Ray Josephs 
writes that 
“1947 Is Likely to 
Provide All-Time Peak 
for U.S. Show Biz in 
Latin America” 


* * o 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


bIst Anniversary Number 
of | 


VARIETY 








Allies Mulling Future | 
| 


} 


GQ 


Jap Radio System; Nip 
Ownership Eventually 


Tokyo, Dec. 24 
ownership of radio 
Japan 


Control and 
has 


Allied 


casting systems In 


POat 


een the chief topic at recent 
il meetings here 


W. MacMahon Ball 
of the 


United King- 
Council, today 
setup should remain 


om member 


inchanged for the purposes of the 
|} occupation, which rolling along 
smoothly, but the ownership and 
operations in the future should be 
ultimately determined by the Jap- | 
anese people themselves. Ball said | 
he came to the conclusion because | 


Hongkong, Dec. 18 western democracies were still con- | 
A quota system for J. Arthur | fused as to what constituted demo- 
Rank’s productions may be _ intro- ; cratic broadcasting. 
duced in Hongkong soon. A bill is | ed ee. ee ag —_— 
| government monopoly in the form | 
at present before the Legislative | o¢ BBC existed in Great Britain 
Council recommending that British | yw nije all stations in the States are | 
films must be shown on a minimum | pwned and operated by private com- 
of seven out of 70 days in the first panies. On the other hand, he re- 
and second-run theatres. If this is/ marked, Australia has adopted a 
passed it will bring to an end a) cynthesis of the two, with private 
year-old controversy against the | companies operating stations along- 
exhibitors started by the European | cide of Gor :ment-managed Au- 


| 


| 


population of the colony 
British 
European 


to 
Hongkong, 


pictures, 
film fans 


according 


. | 
in 


they deserve since the eight Ameri- 


can companies—already well esta- 
blished before the war—grabbed 
all the first-run and = second-run 


theatres after the colony's liberation, 
leaving not more than one 
month for the new British 
pany Eagle-Lion. 

All the British films so far shown, 
such as “Blithe Spirit.” “Henry V.” 
“The Man in Grey,” “The Wicked 
Lady” and half a dozen others, have 


date a 


than 26% 
real boxoffice records are scored 
by the Chinese, who claim that they 
fail to understand the mainly- 
dialog films and demand “action.” 


The result is that British films 


| stralian Broadcasting Corp. For this 
| reason, 
| difficult to say what particular type 
are now being given the chance | of 


| 


com- | 
Paris, 
Thursday 


I 


he said, he felt it would be 


ownership or operation was 
more democratic” than the other. 


— 


Police Tab Tabarin 


Paris, Dec. 30. 
Tabarin, top nitery 
shuttered by 
as an aftermath of a 
eve. 


The Bal 
was 
(26) 
Christmas 


claimed that 


in 


“aid 


It's Pierre Sandrini, 


| Spot's operator, refused to cooperate 
met with generous support from the | with the gendarmes by interrupting 
| European audiences, but the ex- | the floorshow then in progress, so 
hibitors point out that this is less | that the police could search for their 


| 





of their audiences. The | quarry. 


‘RHINE’ IN VIENNA 


Vienna, Dec. 20. 
Volkstheatre is rehearsing Lillian 


are having two-and-three-day runs, Hellman’s “Watch on the Rhine” 
while lavish American productions | 


, such as “Bathing Beauty,” together 
| with “action-filled” epics, run for as 
long as two or three weeks: 

If the bill, which is similar to that 
being enforced in Britain, is passed, 
a fine of $70,000 will be the penalty 
for failing to abide by it, it was 
reported. 





U.S. Negro Film Exec Is 


Manila ‘Poor Man’s Friend’ 


Manila, Dec. 20. 

Successful American Negro busi- 
ness man here is ex-serviceman Dr. 
Dunbar McLaurin, who’s known to 
his Filipino brethren as “Honest 
Mac—the poor man’s friend.” 

Besides being an exec of Oriental 
Picturés, McLaurin also is manag- 
ing director of McLaurin Enter- 
prises, which deals in Army motor 
vehicles. 


9 . 
Neal’s Caribbean Post 
Jack R. Neal, former manager of 
Republic's branch at Porto Rico. has 


be even more pronounced next year. been upped to Caribbean supervisor 


Hence current reduction in power 
and heating only serves to aggra- 
vate a difficult situation. 


Cocteau Shuttling 
Paris, Dec. 17. 
Paul Graetz, currently preducing 
“Diable au Corps” for Universal re- 
lease, has signed Jean Cocteau to 
adapt and direct his play, “Double 


Headed Eagle,”-for Paris prodtction. quench destroyed the Cine Cosmos 


Filmization will probably not take 
place until Cocteau has directed a 
screen adaptation of Victor Hugo's | 
“Ruy Blas” 
for independent production. 


000 


for the company. 
Neal was formerly associated with 


| Hoerbiger 





| 


the Warners’ exchanges in Denver | 
and Seattle, and later worked as 
branch manager for Metro in Pana- 
ma and Caracas. : 
New Mex House Burns 
Mexico City, Dec. 26 
Fire that took eight hours to 


5.000-seat 
have 


theatre 
opened New 


here that was to 
Year's Eve 


Owners Jesus and Adolfo Grovas. | 


which he has scheduled _ film producers, figured loss at $3.000- 
Mex.) | 


(titled here “Vor der Entscheidung”) 


with Adrienne Gessner, who re- 
cently returned from U. S.. Attila | 


and Siegfried Breuerin 


leads. 














Current London Shows 


London, Dec. 30. 
“And No Birds Sing,” Aldwych. 
“Antheny-Cleopatra,” Piccadilly. . 
“Bertram Mills Circus,” Olympia. 
“Between Ourselves,” Playhouse. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Dante,” Garrick. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand. 
“Fools Rush In,” Fortune. 
“Grace of God,” St. James. 


“Grand National Night,” Apollo. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 
“Here Comes the Boys,” Saville. 


“High Time,” Palladium. 
“Honeymoon,” York’s. 

“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 

“Men From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“Message for Margarets” Duchess. 
“Mother Goose,” Casino. 

“Night and Laughter,” Coliseum. 
“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“Our Betters,” Playhouse. 
“Pacific 1860." Drury Lane. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Peter Pan,” Scala. 

“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Poltergeist,” Vaudeville 

“Red Riding Hood,” Adelphi. 
“Shephard Show,” Princes. 

“Shep Sly Cerner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest-” 
“The Gleam,” Globe. 
“Under the Coun’er,” Phoenix. 
“Windermere’s Fan,” Haymarket. 
“Windslow Boy.” Lyric. 


NIP STIX VEN U.S. PIX; 


{of $24,196 for year 


police | 


Ambass. | 
| unprecedented 


SPECIAL HOUSES 83UILT 


Tokyo, Dec. 24. 
of films it 


Japan is apparent with the boom of 
theatres for U. S. pix exclusively in 


Popularity American 


medium and small towns, Hideo 
Tsumura, Jap film authority, de- 
clared today in the Nippon Times. 


| This, despite the dearth of film pro- 
| yectors, which are definitely a criti- | 


cal item in the Nip entertainment 
field today. Before the war, Ameri- | 
can films were rarely shown out- 
side of the larger cities 

According to Tsumura, “Ameri: | 
can dramatk films may contain 
points hard for Japancse farmers 
and fishermen to comprehend be- 
cause of the difference of language 
and customs, but American news 
and documentary films are readily 
understood with the aid of a little 
explanation. And these films will not 
only serve as living textbooks for 
teaching the Japanese democracy, 


but will also prove a powerful factor 
in advancing the Jap welfare.” 

Tsumura also claimed Jap pro- 
ducers have run to morbid extremes 
lately, hoping to compete with U.S 


money-makers 


Minerva Directors Seek 
OK to Sell Aussie House; 
Price Set at $348,000 


17. 
Directors of Minerva Centre, cov- 

ering Minerva Theatre, King’s Cross, 

seeking o.k. of stockholders to 


Sydney, Dec 


are 


' sell theatre for $348,000 


To permit sale going through, it 


| will be necessary to obtain the sur- 


render by the Tivoli Circuit of its 
rights under its present agreement 
for a lease of the theatre for span 
of three years from June, 1947. 
Stockholders will be asked to ap- 
prove payment of $36,000 to Tivoli 
for the lease surrender. 

Minerva 
the unit's 


is valued 


books, excluding rights 


over adjacent properties, valued at | 


$8,500. Company earned a net profit 
ended June 30, 
compared with $8,332 previous year. 
Preference dividend paid to June 30 
amounted to $9,540 and 5% on or- 
dinary shares will take $12,700. $¢.- 
| 540 was,set aside for depreciation. 

| E. A. Nettlefold is chairman of di- 
rectors of Minerva Centre. with 


| Dave Martin, managing director. 
| Other directors include Neil Maver 
and J. B. Dixon, with Dan Casey 


now seeking selection to the board 
| Nettlefold, Martin and Maver are 
| the big moguls behind Tivoli vaude- 
revue loop. 

Theatre has been showing live 
shows since opening and is at pres- 
ent on lease to Whitehall Produc- 
tions, operated by Kathleen Robin- 
son and Robert Walton. Current at- 
traction is “Life With Father,” a 
major click likely to run until next 
| spring. Belief that Whitehall 
| Prod. will purchase the Minerva 
from the Centre group. 





is 


to the Centre board, is sales mana- 
ger of Universal. Dave Martin was 
for long span a top executive of Uni- 
versal here. 


‘Ministry’ Suits London; 


Dec. 26. 
Ministry,” a 


London, 
“The Men from the 





at $310,524 on | 


Dan Casey, seeking appointment | 


Hylton’s ‘Hood’ Favored 


Par’s Reshuffle 


In Aussie, Orient 


| Paramount realigned its Aust: 
New Zealand 





cllae 
and Orient distribu. 
ttion sales setup last week by nam), g 


| F. C. Henry as division manager to 


cover Japan, Korea, China. Philip. 
pines, Siam, India, East Indes, Indo 
China, Straits Settlements and Bur. 
ma. However, other portions of the 
Orient which were under the & 
of James E. Perkins, now  Pay's 
managing director in Great B 
stay under district mar ers 
Perkins formerly was division an- 
ager covering the Far Ea.: Aussie. 
Mew Zealand and South Africa 
| Par International left Australia 
and New Zealand under’ Harry 
Hunter, managing director for that 
territory Clay Hake remains in 
South Africa as Paramount repre- 
sentative. Morey Marcus. who was 
district manager for India. Burm; 
Ceylon and alaya, stays as 
Robert V Perkins, son of J; es 
E. Perkins who has been the 
Philippines since tle wa becomes 
district manager for that territo: 
effective Jan 1, 1947 He has 
worked for Par and Universal in 
the Asiatic market for a number of 
years 


George Weltner, Pat 
making the 


International 


prexy. in Henry ap- 
} pointment, said that the new Orient 
boss will divide his time equally 
|} between the N. Y. office and the 
field Henry planed in from 
Shanghai recently and will stay in 
N. Y. for some time 

A commander in the Navy during 


the war, Henry has been a Par over- 


seas rep for the last 15 vears He 
became the company’s Philippines 
| manager in 1932, helding the post 
; until November, 1941, when he went 
|}on active duty with the Navy In 


| May, 1942, he was captured at Cor- 


| regidor and remained a prisoner of 
; war until September, 1945, when 
\liberated from Toyama prison 
|camp. He was promoted to full 
|commander while still held by the 
| Japs. 

|} More recently, Henry went to 
{Shanghai as district manager for 
| Japan, China, Philippines ana Indo 


China 


FILIPINO FILMS FIND 
SIAM. MALAYA MARKET 


| 
Manila, Dec. 20 
Filipino pictures will shortly be 
exhibited on a commercial scale in 
| both Malaya and Siam, accerding 
| to L. Araullo and G. Santiago, man- 
| aging directors of the Malayan Film 
| Exchange. They have just arrived 
| from those countries after establish- 


| ing branches of their company for 
| distributing Philippine and other 
' films with territorial rights. 

The exchange is credited with 


being the first Filipino enterprise to 
introduce Philippine pictures in 
| Malaya and Siam following libera- 


tion. Their production “Dugo Ng 
| Bayan” (“Blood of the Nation”), 


starring Fernando Poe, Pat Mijares 
and other Filipino screen person- 
alities, has already been booked for 
showing in the first-run theatres 
throughout British Malaya and Siam. 
This has been made possible be- 
cause of the company’s connections 
| with various theatrical syndicates 
in both Malaya and Siam. 

Araullo believes that Filipino pic- 


topical lay. opening Christmas mt 

P P ; F ; & tures have a distinct appeal to people 
Eve, was well received at the!. = s 

ai -|in Siam and Malaya. These new 

Comedy and a moderate run seems} | | 4 : : , 
likely markets, according to him, are now 
; ; , . , open for good-quality Filipino films, 

Also preeming the same evening | 114 it is up to Filipino producers 
at the Adelphi was Jack Hylton’s |; j P P} P 


pantomime production, “Red Riding 
; Hood,” starring Nervo and Knox. 
|Timely seasona) fare, show 
sizable advance ticket sales. 





| 


‘Outlaw’ Tops 20G, Breaks 


London Pavilion Record 
. London, Dec. 12. 
With the showing of Howard 
Hughes’ “The Outlay ,” UA’s ambi- 


tion to top $20000 for one week's 
#ross at the London Pavilion has 
been realized. Although pic has 


been given only five shows daily, it 
topped that figure in the first week, 
breaking all records of house. Num- 
ber of payees for first week 
29,680, in house that seats 1,217, an 
record 

Pic is in for six weeks, but is ex- 
pected to hold up at least eight. It's 
been booked for entire Gaumont- 





“Weorm’'s View,” Whitehall. 


British circuit. 


has | 


was | 


| to make good pictures for these two 
| neighboring countries. 








Weekly Attendance Up 


To Million in Bavaria 
Washington, Dee. 30 

Attendance is up to 1,000,000 per 
week in the 331 film houses now op- 
;erating in Bavaria in the American 
'zone of operation, according to the 
MG report. At Tempelhof studios 
tests for 
German 
“Zievfeld 


made the 


the 
to 


are 
ivoices to 


language 
Girl.” 

Military Government also repe:ts 
\that an office to coordinate and pre- 
'mote youth activities in the drama 1s 
to be opened in Munich. Already 
there is a combined British-Ameri- 
/can committee registering artists and 
‘actors, 


now being 


synchronize 
soundtrack 
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LOS ANGELES Congratulations 
WORLD PREMIERE to all who made 


Twice Daily Reserved Seats Carthay Circle Theatre M-G-M’s 


WRITES NEW PAGE "THE YEARLING” 
IN FILM HISTORY! GREGORY PECK 


[* 






















JANE WYMAN 
NEW RECORDS! NEW | :omammzes 
as “JODY” 

ADJECTIVES! HAPPY en 
: tome een 

NEW YEARLING! “ination 

Watch for repetition of Los Angeles triumph when SIDNEY FRANKLIN 

it opens at Radio City Music Hall in New York! 
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Indiscriminate Release of Oldies 





Hurting Carefully Selected Reissues 


releasing ¢ 


Alleged ind rimi 
































} va! »t e , 
5 rtavy {strips t o1a proauctt 
ay cere * Majors’ Profits 
unde! ne 1iS€ of t é cre Curre nt standings of t} e Big 
ating ‘ id ; si : ‘ _— Seven league vhich holst the 
f f 
' : ; aa = total to S989 000.000 follows: 
These é é é ot 
1 electe ( Paramount $33.877,000 for 
he 
. ( onths ¢ Sept 30 
Spe i \ ie'¢ 4 ¢ Zz 
‘ $ ; 1 489 yr real 
booki e oldie ‘ ea € Columbia— $3.450.489 for yea 
( cil lodge € J € { 
ce ts ' 20th-Fox.—$16.219.815 for 39 
« < lv fi ( the VECKS € ed Sept 28 
f 
1 ers t o f n ¢ : , ; 
} Metro $12,579,245 for 40 
they € fe< OC ( é ( ¢ 
] weeks endec June 6 
u a-OI1aies 
Chief squaw iinst the ssues Universal $3.206,354 for 39 
i Sq 
in que yy sé € ¢ wh ( back weeks ending Aug. 3 
1933 and 193 S t the adresses : _ 
pid gare age alla 1 ‘ RKO ¥9.963.906 for nine 
id Wor! y the a esses aes 
ana ir-aos ( ; months ended Sept 30 
are Oo outmoade is to araw ei 
lk ighs ¢ ( ny | tron istomers a —————— 
re ale of whe e! e picture | 
a VY daral 0 ome D WB’s $1 q A424 000 
such Metro, 20th-Fox d Par: l 5 . | 
mount have | a when & Continued from page 3 ae 
] +} 1< ] i \ 
selecting their reissues <% i ave Je : 
, 700,000 in 5. Company report 
consequently released only ose pic- , (90,000 1 4 i I 
tures of not more than four or five | pointed out that since the fiscal year 
years’ vintage or else period pieces! cyt across the excess profits re- 
een oa es . peal, Warners paid two-thirds on the 
4 
ie] } 
, ' reduced tax and one-third on the 
Survey of reissues currently play- 
ing in metropolitan New York re- old. 
veals such oldies as “A Chance at Upped B.O. Scales Up Gress 
leaven.”’ released by RKO in 1933: Statement of larry Warner. 
“We Live Again,” United Artists re- | prexy, disclosed that company’s film 
. agp prex: 
lease of the following year: “Toast | rentals increased both at home and 
of New York,” RKO release in 1937,! spbroad. Foreign rentals continued to 
and “Bringing Up Baby.” released | grow despite a dip on returns from 
by RKO in 1938. Such films, accord- | Engjand in the past few months. At- 
ing to exhibs. may be high in enter- | tendance in Warner houses since 
tainment value but the incongruity |’ aug, 31 have been about the sam 
of the dresses worn DV ac esses as last year, he added but b.o re- 
elicits the same scoffs from audi- ceipts have been larger because of 
ences as old newsreel clips of the} upped scales. 
appe) ra ,obby displays anc ; ee 
mapper -€r8. is. ; : f in el Inventories 01 Aug 31 had 
wspaper ads on several of these! .. . 4... hake 
a ig rt fe t they’ , in climbed $3,916,000 over the previous 
ry 1 ac hey’re reissues il - <b 
pads: : ; ie : »| year, amounting to $47,104.000, War- 
small type. resulting in customers’ | - ts : ve 
‘SRE hat thee’ve be leluded | ™&? said. Jurisdictional battles on 
ipiections that they ve Deen celudec ‘ : P , : 
. re - ' ets . ld pic the Coast had substantially increased | 
Into Duying tickets to see oO = : : | 
{ . us , the cost of producing films, accord. | 
ures. 


| ing to the WB prez. Commenting on 
ithe anti-trust Warner said, “it 
will be impossible to determine just | 


Poor Prints Also suit. 


Another cause for complaint is the 


poor condition of the prints on the} what effect will be had upon the 
oldies. Distribs who have decided | business of your company” until ap- 
to book their reissues as top new! peals, if any, have been disposed of 


and experience 
operations. 


releases have been careful to furnish is gained in actual 
only..new prints and accessories 
Again, the fact that a customer might 
see one of the old prints first would 
create antagonism in his’ mind 
against all reissues on the assump- | 
tion that he’d been duped, according 
to certain distrib execs. ————— 




















H’wood’s Heaven 


Continued from 





page 7 


thoroughly in dream sequences, in- 
| terpolated bits of fantasy, and such, 











| M-G Day-Dates 


scripts. 








'and now Heaven is being definitely | 
written into the motivation of the} 
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e 
Bertram Bloch Picture Grosses 
Writes About $< zg Continued from page 10 — 
y | ae a+ > H ” vw . . 
**Hollywood J s. SEATTLE Strike Me Pink (FC) (reissue), 
it, +g *-- | Profitable $2,000. Last week, “y;, ung 
WH riters record at terrific $26,000. Last week, | in Heart” (UA) split with “Christ. 
. “Wake Up, Dream’ (20th) and’ mas Carol” (M-G) (reissue), $1500 
* <6 “Dangerous Millions (20th) mild | BS rae Ene ™ 
$8,200. 
on editorial feature Liberty (J&VH) (1,650; 45-80) — ‘LIFE’ GREAT 
“Jolson Story” (Col). Smash $16,000. 1 $18,500 
of the | Last week, “Kings Row” (WB) and ‘ ’ 
“Hickok Rides” (WB) (2d wk), | BUFF. GOODBYE’ 15G 
41st Anniversary Number $6,000 | * 
: Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80) — | Buffalo, Dec. 3 
of “Noto ous” (RKO) (Sth wk). Good Biz is not too big this week th 
$6,000. Last week, big $5,300 “It’s Wonderful Life” standout. New 
VARIETY Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80) James Stewart picture is doivg socko 
“Show-Oft (M-C) and “Phantom | trade. 

Out Next Week Thief” (Col Great $15,000. Last " : a oe 

week. “Meet John Doe” (FC) (reis- Estimates for This Week 
sue) and “War Wilderness” (Rep), Meee sag ae 4.07 ~ 
‘ | only $5,000 in 8 day Never’ Say Goodbye” (WB) and 
0 | Shows Blink At | Orpheum (H-E) (2.600; 45-80) — | “Wife Wanted” (WB). Neat $15,000. 
Ww |“Never Say Goodbye” (WB) and | Last week, “The Verdict” (WB) and 
. |“Seerets of Sorority Girl’ (PRC) | “Dangerous Millions” (20th) big 

Juve Delinquency In | (2d wk). Mild $6,000 in 5 days after | $20,000. 
; $7,500 opener Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 40-70) 
o Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) “Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reis- 
Ky., Schine Drops Em “Fabulous Suzanne” (Rep) and sue) I rim $15,500 or y OV <1 : Last 
Lexington, Ky., Dec. 30 “Neath Canadian Skies” (Golden pepo No Leave” (M-G) (2d wk), 
sng complaints of ju-. G2te) Plus. stageshow headed by | $9,00( , : 

After hearing complaints Of JU-)| Zorima. Nice $9,000. Last week,| Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40 a seine 
venile officials that midnight film “Beauty and Bandit” (Mono) and | ge! on Shoulder”: (WA) and “Susie 
shows were a factor in juvenile de- “My Dog Shep” (FC) and vyaude, Steps Out (UA). Nice $9,500 Last 
| linquency here, Lew Hensler, divi- | fair $7,200. \ cek Strange Woman (UA) a d 
sion manager, and Bob Cox, city Mae oe gg 3 (H-E) had eel q a 000° oe ee) 

5 : . ' “N ly Lives Forever” ( ) and 
| manager of Schine interests, volun- | jNODOGy J ! i : ar Teck (She 400: 40-70) Not 

; y a Great To Be Young” (Col) (2d _ eee Shea) (1,400; 40-7¢ NNOLO@ 
tarily announced ge = wk). Fair $8,000 after good $9,300 rious Gentleman” (U) and ‘Below 
would be eliminated. nly ex P- | last week. Deadline (Mono). Okay $3,500 Last 
tions mentioned were late shows Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) week, These Our Children” (Mono) 
New Years Eve, Hallowe'en and in “Wake Up, Dream” (20th) and = , ae Your Children 
the event of a premiere. “Dangerous Millions” (20th) (2d {| (ono), 92,000. — we 

= . - > de stave sil) (3.300: 40-70)— 

7 us ‘hi ntrol Wk). Good $6,000. Last week, “Al-| Lafayette (Basil oN, @ | 

Six houses under Schine control ways Loved You” (Rep) (2d wk),| “White Tie and Tails Al ) and 
were affected. $4,200. “Dark Horse” (U). Good $11.000 or 

Police and other officials com- sgl aia near, Last week, “So Dark Night” 
plained that teen-agers were run- ‘Life’ Wonderful 24G a. oa Knows Best 

. ~~ © ac Ind ac § - ; 4 oO ~ Dads }, " = 
ning the street a late a . om. ? 20th Century (20th Cert) (3,000; 
and the theatres were singled out | M | i Ti . F 186 40-70) ‘ “It’s Wonderful Life” 
as a cause. | pis., Lime ast | (RKO). Great $18,500. Last week, 

———— Minneapolis, Dec. 30, | “Housekeeper's pir (UA) and 
Two newcomers, “It's a Wonder- | ee B.C." (UA) (reissues), 
Li by ful Life’ and “The Time. the Place | $7.00 ie ae 
ingo IX j; and the Girl,” are standout here, ; 
=? | with former terrific at Orpheum. Ski ? T ll 17 M | 
Continued from page 5 Gomes | Bad weather has been a_ boxoffice 1es a ont 
outfit, headed up by Noel Meadow ae fer This Week Montreal. Dec. 3( 
and B. L. Garner, disclosed it was | Century (Par) (1.600: 50-70) — New stuff at all main stem spots, 
negotiating to revamp a large store | “Kings Row” (WB) (reissue). Mod- one — wed ee ne ae 
in the Times Square area as an art | erate $6,500. Last week, “Wake Up, | Skies’ at Loews look standout de- 
house. Dream” (20th), okay $5,000. | spite cold wave, ' 

Prestige Pictures, the J. Arthur Gopher (Par) (1,000: 44)—“Bow- | Estimates for This Week nN 
Rank distribution outfit handling | €TY” (20th) (reissue). Good come-| Capitol (CT) (2,700; 35-65 )--“Big 
American release of films consid- | D@Ck at $4,000. Last week, “Pal Trig- | Slee p” (WB). oThren o Wise Tonle” 
. ig an my . | ger” (Rep), $3,000. Last week, “Three ise Tools 
| ered too arty for the average Amer- | Lyric (Par) (1,100: 50-70) —“Wake | (M-G). fairish $11,700. ae 
ican house, has added consistently to | Up, Dream” (20th) (m.o.). Slow $4,- Imperial (CT) (1,850; —30-50)—~ 
its number of outlets. Prestige re- | 500. Last week, “Two Years Before |“White Tie and Tails’ ‘(U) and 
cently lined up three more houses, | Mast” (Par) (4th wk), satisfactory | “Cuban Pete” (U). Nice $5,500. Last 
including the Tele-News in Dallas, | od . .° days, giving it smash a eg - big Say and 

\ by ‘state Circui /,000 for loop run. “Blonde for Day (COI), $4.9 
ee yp csr Mee Rate’ 2 | Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; 50-70)—| Leew's (CT) (2,800; 35-67) “Blue 
M oe “te a ) the Vosue in| ,JtS, Wonderful Life” (RKO). Raves | Skies” (Par). Sock $17,000 or over. 
sSempnis nabe, anc the Vogue In! for this one and box-office is re- Last week, “Always Loved You 
Baltimore. Latter had previously | sponding accordingly at gigantic (Rep) (2d wk), $12,000. 
run only the . »-called sex pictures, | $24,000. Last week. “Westerner” Palace (CT) (2,300;  35-63)— 
such as “Bali,” etc. Herbert Rosener (FC) (reissue), big $12,000. “Margie” (20th). Big $13,000 o close, 
circuit on the Coast has converted —— al ai Ra iy Tor Last week, “Waltz Time” ‘Indie), 
its six art houses into full-time for- as, Somes, Ware ). ast | $10,500. - 
eign film outlets |} $18,000 or near. Last week, “No Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-53 pone 

P i , | Leave” (M-G) (2d wk), all right |“Angel on Shoulder” (UA) and “Va- 

Chief factor in the booking bot- $9,000 in 6 days. cation in Reno” (RKO) Onay 

| tleneck heretofore has been the ut- RKO-Pan ()‘KO) (1,600: 50-70)— $7.500 or better. Last week. “Blac 


me Continued from page 3 ——— 


} 


for the world preem of “Duel in the 
Sun,” on Dec. 30. 


Jackson Park Bugaboo | 





Practice of simultaneous playing | 
of pix by a major is shadowed by |} 
doubt because of indie exhib claims 
that it throttles the flow of film 
and causes shortages of product in 
subsequent runs. Jackson Park de- 
cision which ruled out the habit in 
Chi, besides banning moveovers, has 
M-G concerned because it doesn't 
want to lay itself open to further 


anti-trust wallops. Trade circles 
predict that M-G will lose over 
$1.000,000 annually in film rentals 





because of its step. 

Extension of day-and-date system | 
to other localities has been widely 
predicted in the industry as a means 
of hoisting rentals without a hike 
in admission scales. Reps for other 
majors assert that they will not take 
similar steps unless so. directed 
judicially. 


Selznick-FC 


Continued from page 5 

















a 
split with United Artists. 
in the supervisory 
Agnew established while still asso- 
ciated with UA will meet in New 
York Friday (3). SRO prexy said. He 


Key men | 
sales setup | 


stated there would be about six of 
them on hand for the talks on the 
organization’s future. 


Aside from Agnew, officers of 
SRO named last week are E. L. 
Scanlon, board chairman: Leonard 
R. Case, assistant secretary and as- 


sistant treasurer; Robert H. Dann. 
assistant secretary. and Richard 
Greenlee, assistant secretary. 


Board will consist of Selznick. 
Danie! T. O'Shea, Agnew, Greenlee 
and Scanlon. 


' 


| biggie 


|, courts of Heaven 


Capra picture is 


continued to live 


Heavenly Sparkplug 


In Frank Capra's “It’s a Wonder- 
fui Life,” Heaven is depicted largely 
by implication and inference, but 
nevertheless plays a major part in 
sparking the plot of the story. The 
audience is treated to a pan shot 
of the universe, showing various 
galaxies, stars. planets, nebulae and 
such, while an unseen Heavenly 
narrator lets the folks in on what's 
happening in the firmament. One of 
the stars is presently brought into 
larger focus, begins to brighten and 
blink to the accompaniment of dia- 
log that tags the spot as Heaven, 


plants a guardian angel named Clar- | 


ence in the story and brings out the 
fact that he is being sent to Earth 
to tend to a tough job of guard- 


ian-angeling in aid of James Stew-. 


art. 

Now, this scene brings up an in- 
teresting bit of coincidence and a 
reminder that the Hollywood boys 
aren't the only ones who have dis- 
covered Heaven 
versal-International at virtually the 
same time as RKO put out the Capra 
was “Stairway to Heaven,” 
British production shipped over here 
by J. Arthur Rank. The picture 
shows both the stairway and Heaven 
itself—in fact a good portion of the 
picture and some its most important 
dramatic sequences take place in the 
Coincidence is in 
the fact that the picture opens with 
a pan shot of the universe, very 
much like the one 
ful Life.” with a 
travelog for the cusiomers. 
Zous to the guardian 


Analo- 
angel of the 
a Heavenly “mes- 


senger” sent io Earth to bring back 
a soul who, through carelessness in 
ihe Heavenly record department, | 


on earth after his 


number up. In both pix the 


Was 


| angel role’ is worked for comedy. 


in their second childhood. 


, 


Released by Uni- ! 


in “It’s a Wonder- | 
e ' 
narrator doing a 











te: disdain of most exhibs for any ; “Return Monte Cristo” (Col). Fairly | Angel” (U) and “Slightly Seandal- 
kind of foreign pix. Smalltowners, | good $9,000. Last week, “Thrill of ous” (U), same. 

claiming that even British-produced Brazil” (Col), $4.0€0. . 
| films are poison at the boxoffice be- | _ State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Man 


| cause of British accents, have re- 
; fused in the past even to consider 
| foreign-language pix. Distribs of | 
the latter have no hopes they'll ever | 


ssiken —- Only The cn at | “ e . 
000. Last week, “The hase” | dd F g 
{UA) (2d wk), fair $6,000. n l€ inancin 
Uptown (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — |/JL__— 

“Strange Woman” (UA). Fair $3,500. 
be able to break into the small | Last week, “Sister Kenny” (RKO),! derived on the film by the distrib. 
towns but see a gradual mushroom- | $2,500. ‘Guaranty Trust, of New York, as 
ing of the outlets available because | World (Par-Steffes) (350; 50-99)— | long ago as six or eight months 


| of the steadily-growing interest in | almost completely bowed out after 


the films. UA Vid being an important factor in pro- 


GI and Campus Influence duction financing for _ vege 
. | banks have reduced the percentag 
Prater Be Bt gran og Pai Continued from page 3 | of production cost they'll put up 
| French films has not created a sell- pote wd for video or the =~ otherwise gotten more conserv- 
ior : ct Me ge eager Bir _, | profits that might accrue. | ative. 
io tiek tanh lb yar - acer ages I United Artists, principal outlet for | De spite the backwatering on — 
| available. At least 50 pictures made | indie pix, has devised a form of com- financial fronts, the obtaining 0 
|before and during the war have | Promise clause covering television backing for production still remains 
| nomen played inthe U. S. and the |2". its contracts. Other companies fairly easy for the picturemaker 
ninenen of the five-year-old “Well- with fewer indies usually more or! with a good setup; that is, an ace 
| Digger's Daughter.” currently in its | less follow the UA contract form, | ceptable story, some name players, 
|third month in N. Y., is sateen: ae |e it is expected that the clause will | a good director and the other in- 
| evidence that many of these have eventually become the pattern for | gredients that go into a film. 
| good U. S. potentialities. the industry—at least until video | One of the factors most disturbing 
U. & importers usually purchase becomes a lot more important from} to Hersh is the length of time 
rights for five years guaranteeing a financial and picture exploitation | between making his loan and getting 
the French producers a flat figure ae aged a> oan ae aye | ya yy e He amg : be 
biped is devis yer change in the only in the b.o. picture, but in pub!i 
against a percentage of the net gross. | situation. {taste in the interim. Ideal’s ex- 
| Companies are principally fearful, | perience, he said, was that six to 
(of course, of dissipation of theatrical | nine months was taken up from the 
value of a film via widespread tele-|time the loan was made until the 
vision showing and that is naturally | script was ready, cast assembled, 
| Prohibited during general release | studio space set and other financing 
aa ae _ unless there is mutual agreement be- | obtained. Another four month: 
poe cen ae camaan an Pvies fol tween the parties. UA retains the | chewed up in photography, between 
° J os right, however, to use a picture or!a 60 to 90-day shooting sked and 
A secondary point in the discus- /part of a picture on video for pub- | the weekends, holidays and delays 
sions will be an increase in the num- licity and exploitation purposes. involved. Then 90 days was requir- 
ber of French releases accepted in | Compromise comes in sale of video! ed for cutting, editing and dubbing 
this country. French products have rights. Producer retains the privi- 








Continued from page 4 





























French Quotas 


Continued from page 5 











was 


, and two to three months more was 
ong campaigned for what they lege of peddling the rights, but be- | needed by the distributing company 
termed moré equitable balance of fore accepting any bid, he must al-/ for campaign 


advertising-publicity 
and setting theatre dates. Afte 
ithe bank starts getting its coin, with 
the payoff—if the pic did okay— 
taking four to six months. Not until 
then does the secondary finance out- 
fit begin to get return on the money 
it put up some two years before. 


product released between the two low UA to match it. If the company 
countries, claiming that U. S. distribs |chooses not to exercise this option, 
have had by far the best of it. Need |producer ‘s free to sel] prior to ex- 
for increased acceptance of French |piration of the five-year period from | 
product has evidently been hypoed | date of release. for which UA is as- 
by the shortage of dollar exchange |signed exclusive theatrical distribu- 
in tuat country. | tion. 


that, 


- 
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The Best Of All Greetings! 





we 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


from 


A. J. BALABAN 





Founder, Balaban & Katz Theaters 
Celebrating His 40th Happy New Year 


In Show Business! 


bh 


A. J. BALABAN Manion 


DIRECTOR 


ROXY THEATER 


NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. 
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10 Nat'l Theatres Dept. Heads Given 


7-Year Pacts; Other Xchange News 


They pointed out that when day- 
light savings ordinance was in effect 
last summer it worked to a real dis- 
advantage to exhibs, the theatre 
owners don’t want to take a position 
against a majority of the city’s resi- 


Los Angeles. 
Charles P. Skouras, National Thea- 
tres prenxy, handed seven-year con- 
tracts to 10 department heads, being 
the first time the company has inked 
its execs to long pacts. 





Contractees, who have been with| dents. Proposed election would give 
Skouras since 1932, are George|the people of St. Louis the first 
Bowser, general manager of Fox] chance to express their ideas on the 
West Coast: Richard Spier, FWC)| subject Only one public hearing 
Northern California division man-| was held when the bill was intro 
ager: Cullen Espy, FWC film buyer; | duced last spring. Measure then was 
W. H. Lollier, real estate chief; M. A.| passed. It covers from June until! 
Lundgren, head of FWC film sta- | late in September 
tistics; George Topper, FWC treas-| Since the return. from wartime 
urer; O. A. Collins, FWC controller;| savings time, there has been much 


agitation in favor of abolishing day- 


light savings time 


Krappman, head of mer- 


NT: William Lyris, 


Andrew J 
chandising fot | 
head of NT’s candy and popcorn de- | —— 
partment, and R. H. McCullough, di- | 
McCarthy te Memphis for WB 
Memphis. 
| Jim McCarthy, Warner manager in 


rector of television for NT. 


San Antenie Gets New House 


S Ant | Madison, Wis.. transferred to Mem- 
‘ ) 

eal 000.000 { |phis to take over management ol 
Cornerstone to a new $1,000, ‘ha | Warner theatre, company’s Main 


ternational trade building to be 


se Mex We sauce | Street showwindow here. Succeeds 
anown as the — we il hou was | Jim Barnes. who goes to Oklahoma 
laid here recent t “ — - iCity for same circuit 
auditorium and of _— a “ed Joe Simon. resident manager at the 
government officials. | Sma of - local Warner. resigned to become 
) ling 9. ne\ -xlean 1 - " 4 
buildi ig will be a ne w Mexican th \city manager for Flexer theatres 
atre to be called the Alameda. . 








New K. C., Kans., House 
Pittsburgh. , Kansas City 

Bill Brooks, for long time in charge|_The Avenue, 853-seater, opened 
of Paramount booking department | Christmas day in Kansas City, Kans., 
here, goes to company’s Washington | !§ reputedly the first entirely new 
branch in the sales organization. | theatre built in that city for the last 
Bill Kloos, back after serving in the | 15 — — will be a subse- 

‘my. replaces Brooks. quent run house. 
~~ poy nel in Erie. Pa.. W. E. Fulton is owner of the house. 
is planned by Herman Lorence, vet- | H¢.also runs the Vogue in K. C., Mo. 
eran exhibitor who now owns 18th| and State on the Kansas side. H. E 
treet house there. Walters, g. m. for Fulton, moves over 

Bob Finkel. son of Bill Finkel,|from the Vogue to manage the Ave- 
local exhib, resigned at Mode-Art|nue, and Leo Stolzer goes to the 
Pictures and returns to coast for an- | Vogue from the State. John Mincey 
other crack at pictures. He was|Steps up from assistant managers 
writer and assistant director for in- | Spot to handle the State. 
dies before going into service four —~ 
years ago. 

Lee Byers, formerly manager at 
Ritz, Clarksburg, W. Va., joined staff 
of Dr. and Mrs. C. P. Church in Man- 
nington, W. Va. Churches are re- 
opening the Burt, which was closed 
several years. 


Breoks te D. C. Par Sales 


Dipson te Athens 
Buffalo. 
Nikitas D. Dipson, president of 
Dipson theatres, Constellationing to 
Athens to join his wife and daughter, 
who are visiting Mrs. Dipson’s 
mother. 





Interstate Shakes Up Mgrs. 
Houston. 
Staff changes among Interstate 
Theatre skippers include naming of 
Lionel Hannington to manage the new 
Santa Rosa. Replacing Hannington 
at the Blue Bonnet is John Ellis, 
former head of the University. 
Emory Borne is new head of the 
Alabama, coming here from the 





St. Loo May Vete en Daylight Time 
St. Louis. 
Special committee of picture thea- 
tre owners here will circulate pe- 
titions for a city-wide vote on 
whether daylight savings time shall 
continue in St. Louis. Fred Wehren- 
berg, national head of the MPTOA, 
and head of the Wehrenberg-Kaiman 
circuit, and James Arthur, Fanchon 
& Marco Service Corp. prexy, are 
co-chairmen of this committee. 





Yale where he was assistant man- 
ager. 








New York Theatres 








Hy Gardner 


does a tea-leaf preview on 


‘Variety’ 10 Anniver- 
saries from Today” 


* os * 


ean editozial feature 
in the forthcoming 





41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 

















Heineman-NT 


Continued from page 5 jae 











plans to sell top British pix at terms 
to those obtained by A 
bracketed Yank 
Bookings are slower than or- 


equivalent 
films, Heineman 
| said. 
American dis- 


dinarily followed by 


tribs in playing U. S. films because 


there still is some exhib resistance 
'to British films, Heineman conceded 
Strong showing of “Stairway” in 
| U's recently acquired Park Ave. the- 
latre. N. Y., following general rave 
notices will batter down resistance 
further, Heineman believes. 

“Stairway” is playing to top busi- 
ness on its $1.80-$2.4G reserved seat 
lpolicy at the Park Ave. Houses 
added a third ticket agent because 
of rush for ticket reservations with | 
patrons already asking for February 
| seats. U has only six prints of the 
| Technicolor pic in the U. S. and has 
| no idea of when more will be avail- 
| able. Consequently, limited road- 
|show policy in U. S. may be fol- 
lowed until print pinch eases, 














Sam Goldwyn 


——umm, Continued from page 5 ——— | 








is being shown this week-end to the 
Prime Minister privately. 





On question of advertising cost of 
pictures, he mentioned that he is 
spending $1,000,000 in America | 


alone on the exploitation of “Years.” | 








Goldwyn Hosts Attlees 

Prime Minister and Mrs. Attlee} 
were guests of Samuel Goldwyn at | 
a screening of his “The Best Years | 
of Our Lives” here prior to the pro- | 
ducer’s departure for New York last | 
week aboard the Queen Elizabeth. | 
Foreign Minister Molotov of Russia 
saw the film for the second time on 





Dennis MORGAN 
Jack CARSON 


Janis Paige © Martha Vickers 
™ Warver Bros. Hit 
The 


me, the Place and 
the Girl" 


In Technicolor 


aud 7D , / Vv In Person 
: 3 poy qin : 
ROXY 7th Ave. & 50th $t. 


Plus 
A BIG STAGE REVUE 
Broadway at 47th Street STRAND 











the eastbound trip of the Elizabeth. 

Goldwyn arrives in New York 
New Year’s Day. He was guest of | 
|honor of the British Film Critics | 
| Circle at a luncheon a few days be- 
fore he left. 














Korda’s Aide 


Continued from page 5 


by Korda, but he'll also take a 














looksee at other studios, he said. He | 





JOAN JOHN 
CRAWFORD °° GARFIELD 
in the New Warner Achievement 


“HUMORESQUE” 


with 
OSCAR LEVANT 
J. CARBOL NASH 


by Jean Negulesco 
Produced by fala 


sla sa’,” HOLLYWOOD 





‘PALACE = 


disclosed that Korda _ is spending | 
more than $4,000,000 on the new | 
| Shepperton studio, which will have 
| seven sound stages, new shops, | 
workmen's canteens, etc. Because 


of the shortage of building materials, 
| however, several of the stages will 
not be ready for another 9-12 
| months. | 





British are currently experiencing | 


severe difficulties in production, ac- 
cording to Stapleton, because the 








“whole situation of equipment is 





SONG 


WALT 7° a 
pSUNG SOUTH 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Reckefelier Center 


“TILL THE CLOUDS ROLL BY” 
JUDY GARLAND © VAN JOHNSON 


JUNE ALLYSON © ROBERT WALKER 
and MANY OTHER STARS 
In Technicolor - An M-G-M Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 








abominable.” Lumber is. sstill 
severely rationed so that it’s diffi- 
cult to build sets and the shortage 
of clothing makes it tough to get 
new costumes. Labor situation in 
England is better than in the U. S. 
because British producers have not 
; been stymied by gtrikes, but re- 








TOMMY 
Cleedette 
Wine PIDGEON | DORSEY 
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SON AUGME 
fn OnCH. o1'40 





Par’s Final 5 for ’46 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Paramount is winding up the year 
with five pictures in production, in- 
cluding the recent starter, “Road to 
Rio,” with Norman Z. McLeod di- 
recting and Bing Crosby and Bob 


The Secret Heart 



















ON SCREEN IN PERSON 
Thurs., Jan. 2 [Pest Small presents 


ist W. Y. Showing’) SHOWTIME 


‘ang Be ~~ Hope in the top roles, 
ing THE : a ee 
Levis HAYWARD te Gene, Others in work are “Variety Girl, 


directed by George Marshall; “I 


bare BRITTON 
—— Walk Alone,” by Byron Haskin, and 


A Columbia Picture! Pius All-Star Gast 





lations between capital and labor 
are “difficult,” Stapleton said. He 
attributed this mostly to postwar 
nervousness. 


Stapleton declared that there's | 
not the slightest chance now of the 
| British government attempting to 
nationalize the film industry. Re- 
| cent recommendation by a Social- 

ist committee in Parliament for the | 
| government to take over 500 British 

theatres to play English product 
only is unfeasible, he said, because 
| there aren’t enough British pix 








| cut. 
; will 


| consider a 


| for theatres 


| which 


| be the logical chairman. 


(D., Miss.) 
| guiding 


Tex.), 
|ing, has also indicated that he be- 


| ger «R., 





the end of March. The present idea 
is for a cut in income taxes. The 
original plan of 20% across the 
board stands a good chance of being 
scrapped in favor of something 
which will result in an average 20% 
In other words, small earners 
wind up with reductions of 
more than 20° and big earners will 
get less. The feeling is now 
there should be no attempt to 
wartime ex 


con- 
sider reduction in the 
rates until the “quickie” bill is 
way and Congress can 
more comprehensive re- 
structure. 


cise 


out of the 


vision of the tax 


There is talk about getting such a 
bill through the latter part of this 
year to affect 1948. However, it 1s 


now hoped to recess Congress about 


the latter part of July until the be- | 


ginning of 1948. This is particularly 
bad news for the niteries where biz 
is starting to slide off sharply and 
where the drop is a 
little more gradual but is still notice- 
Present indications are that 
showbiz people had _ better start 
working out early and often on thei! 
friends on Capitol Hill to emphasize 
the need of a return to prewar tax 
rates for admissions, 


able 


3. Petrillo: Some time in 1947 the 


Supreme Court is expected to rule | 


so-called anti-Petrillo bill 
found unconstitutional 
by a trial judge in Chicago. Already 
a number of Congressmen are ready- 
ing bills to serve as substitutes in 
case the High Court agrees with the 
district court. Petrillo’s name _ is 
definitely poison to some 
of Congress and they are willing to 
keep trying until they find a check- 
rein for him, no matter how long it 
takes. One of those ready with a 
new bill is Rep. Clarence J. Lea 
(D., Calif.), author of the present 
act. 

4. FCC A resolution to investi- 
gate FCC is expected early in the 
session, probably by Rep. Richard 
Wigglesworth (R., Mass.) 
committee is appointed, he would 
However, 
under the Congressional streamline 
bill, the idea is to have regular 


on the 
Was 


| standing committees do most of the 


investigating and eliminate the doz- 


lens of special committees which are 


running loose all over the map. 
The probable head of the House 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee will be Charles A. Wol- 
verton (R., N. J.) who, incidentally, 
represents Camden county, seat of 
the RCA-Victor factory. Wolverton 


jis an extremely liberal man but the 


nature of any investigation of FCC 
under him would depend upon the 
subcommittee he would select to 
make it. That might depend upon 
the Republican leadership of the 
House which has expressed itself as 
strongly anti-Blue Book. 

5. Hollywood. Why should the 
80th Congress be different from all 
other Congresses? In some guise or 
for some excuse, they practically all 
investigate Hollywood or try to beat 
its brains out. Rep. John E, Rankin 
will no longer be the 
spirit of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee and 
Rep. J. Parnell Thomas (R., N. J.), 
the new chairman, is not afraid to 
oppose Rankin’s ideas, 

However, that does not mean that 
the committee will not decide to 
look into Hollywood again. In addi- 
tion, there are Republicans con- 
vinced that the motion picture in- 
dustry has been so strongly pro-New 
Deal that it makes good sense to put 
the fear of God and the U. S. Con- 
gress into it. It makes good sense 
for Hollywood to expect the worst. 

€. Motion Picture Export: The re- 
cent hearing of the House Post-War 
Econumic Policy sub-committee on 
the film industry made clear that 
sound members of Congress are 
finally aroused to the importance of 
helping the State Dept. make mar- 
kets for pictures overseas. Legisla- 
tion along these lines may be intro- 
duced although industry spokesmen 
made clear at the hearings that they 
preferred to take their chances in a 
free market without special tariff 
assistance or the like, 

However, Rep. Eugene Worley (D., 
who chairmanned the hear- 


lieves some kind of legislation is 
necessary to keep Hollywood from 
exporting pictures which give a 
cockeyed impression of what Ameri- 
cans are like. That such a bill could 
become law is exceedingly unlikely, 
but not impossible. 

7. Anti-Trust: Sen. William Lan- 
N. D.) made a lot of noise 
in the 79th Congress threatening 


Hold On to Your Heads, Folks 


Continued from page 1 == 


that | 


members | 


If a special | 











“Blaze of Noon,” by John Farrow. 


| being produced today to keep the | bills for theatre divorcement, anti- 
theatres operating 52 weeks a year. | block booking, etc. He is now re- 








ee 


elected, so that the issue wil] have 
no political importance for him in 
the 80th Congress. Even if he should 
introduce such bills, however, they 
would not get anywhere. This Con. 
gress appears unlikely to do any- 
thing which could be construed asa 
positive move against even a seg. 
ment of business, though it might be 
profitable to 





another segment. The 
only anti-trust activity on the hori- 
ZOLi the crop of suits in the Justice 


Dept. And when they are run their 
course, there will hardly be any new 
ones, 
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Columbia’s forthcoming “Assigned to 
| Treasury,” which was made with full 
cooperation of the Treasury Depart- 
ment’s Narcotics Bureau. If after 
| Viewing the picture, the Legion finds 
it objectionable, is Johnston's stand, 
it will be perfectly within its rights 
in placing it in the “C” (condemned) 
classification. MPA prexy is certain. 
however, that the pic will be entire- 
|ly satisfactory to even the strongest 
proponents of a world narcotics ban. 

2. The screen has as much right as 
the press, Johnston spokesman said, 
to “speak out against evil.” Any in- 
terpretation of the constitutional and 
moral guarantee in America of free- 
dom of expression which denies to 
films what it permits the press is “a 
damnable and tortured interpreta- 
tion,” according to the Johnston 
spokesman. The very papers which 
are campaigning against the Code’s 
}liberalization are taking to them- 
iselves the right of freedom of ex- 
pression which they deny to motion 
pictures, he declared. 

Fight against the Code change, 
which broke into the open at a meet- 
ing of bishops in Washington a few 
weeks ago, was picked up by the 
Washington Post and has been car- 
|ried on via the standard newspaper 
campaign routine of getting all sorts 
of public figures, many of them with 
dubious knowledge of the subject, to 
speak out against “the evil” of films 
on dope, Campaign centers around 
the amendment made by the MFA 
| last September from the provision: 
| “Illegal drug traffic must never be 
| presented,” to: 

“The illegal drug traffic must not 
be portrayed in such a way as to 
stimulate curiosity concerning the 
use of, or traffic in, such drugs; nor 
shall scenes be approved which show 
the use of illegal drugs, or their ef- 
fects, in detail.” 


Meantime Col is going ahead with 
plans to release “Assigned to Treas- 
ury.” which stars Dick Powell, in 
mid-February. It is currently con- 
ducting a contest among employees 
for a new title, with a $50 prize be- 
jing offered. Material in the film has 
been taken directly from Narcotics 
Bureau files, permission having been 
granted writer Jay Richard Kennedy 
to use the files by former Secretary 
of the Treasury Henry Morgenthau, 
Jr. 
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Mr. Exhibitor: Investigete 
Filmack’s NEW Prevue Treil- 
er Service before signing eny 
trailer contracts. Write, wire 
or phone Filmack 1327 S. 
Wabash, Chicago 5, Ill. end 
receive full details. 
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ATTN CLIENTS: SPACE FOR SALE 





—_ 


Allen Sees 


The Fred Allen-NBC censorship 
an hour 


when, less than before 
tinuity acceptance” boys tossed ba 
on the “Titus Moody” alley routine 


so burned over the latest of the cer 
to put on his hat and walk. Allen 


broadcast 


——-+ 


Red Again 


wrangle flared up anew Sunday (29) 
time, the network's “con- 
ck at Allen some bluepenciled lines 
The comedian, it’s reported 
isorship incidents that he was ready 
got off a crack on the air 


Was 


when he 


got to the Moody sequence concerning the treatment given the script, 


but it was mild-tempered compared to what he wanted to say 

Allen was particularly incensed because the deleted lines had been 
given a previous okay. The script had been in NBC’s hands since 
Friday afternoon; the last of the bluepenciled lines was the brainstorm, 


according to J. 
censorship” and was thrown back a 
he got back from dinner. 


Walter Thompson execs, 


“of the night guy in charge of 


t Allen 7:45 Sunday evening, just as 


The Allen burn over NBC censoring of his scripts goes way back 
and only recently he reportedly threatened to haul his Alley over to 


_ cam 








Pro jected Upping of NAB Dues irks 
Stations; Feel Expense Too Big Now 


A number of stations around the ¢ 


country are doing some squawking- 
in-advance over the projected move 
of the NAB board of directors at 


its upcoming San Francisco meet- 


ing on Jan. 5-6-7 to revise its dues 
schedule to take care of its hiked 
budget for 1947. The NAB needs 


more coin because of its expanding 
in almost all phases of activity, in- 
cluding programming, staff additions 
in the various departments, regional 


commitments, ete. 
Just how much additional coin 
it will entail is problematical. It’s 


expected that the board may recom- 
mend a budget hike of from 15 to 
25” And lots of stations will op- 
pose the increase in dues (which are 


assessed on the volume of station 
business) because they say their 
operating costs have gone up and 
because of overall business un- 
certainty in ‘47. But chiefly it’s the | 
feeling that, while by large they 
concede Justin Miller as prexy of 
the NAB is making a distinct con- 
tribution to industry improvement, 
the NAB is attempting too many 


things at once and is over-extending 
itself to the degree that it’s becoming 
too expensive an operation. 

Under the NAB by-laws, 
dues are not to exceed 10% of the 
total kitty, the feeling being that 
the webs should not make too large 
a contribution in order to offset 


network 


criticism that the NAB is too strong- | 
ly dominated by network influence. | 


However, under the revised dues 
schedule, the webs may wind up 
paying closer to 12% of the kitty. 

The feeling that the networks en- 
joy too dominant a position within 
NAB ranks may also lead to action 
at the Frisco meeting excluding net- 
work representation from board 
membership. 
ton of CBS and Frank Russell of 
NBC sit on the board. The web 
reps are reportedly 
ping down and 
tribution from 
Brounds that 
more vitally 
matters 

The 
ABC 
during 1947, just as Mutual did in 
"46. and that ABC execs would, as 
in the case of MBS prexy Ed Kobak, 
prefer to “sit it out” as far as board 
representation was concerned. 


making their 
the sidelines on 
basically 
concerned with 


general impression is that 


Guedel Cool to CBS Co-op 


Idea on His ‘House Party’; 


Prefers Single Sponsor 


CBS, anxious to retain the John 
Guede! Party” 
package which General 
relinquishing Jan. 10, has proposed 
tc Guedel that it stay on the net- 
work on a co-op basis. During the 
Past year or so when GE was only 
Picking up the tab three days a week, 
it was being sold on a co-op 
the other two da ys and CBS 
that Guedel was picking up a nice 
piece of change by the arrangements 
Hence the feeling by the ne 
that it'll get wide co- -op acceptance. 

But from all indications Guedel is 


“House afternoon 


Currently Frank Stan- | 


in favor of step- | 
con- 
the | 
the NAB is | 
station | 


will come into the NAB ranks | 


Electric is 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


basis | 
Says | 


twork | 





Who’s ‘Ignorant’ Now? 

Further evidence of agency 
thinking that “there’s nothing 
wrong with a show that a rating 
can’t cure” is revealed in the 
Milton Biow weekend hand- 
springs when “It Pays To Be 
Ignorant” spiraled up to 12.3, 
giving it the top cross-the-board 
| Hooperating for the Friday night 
at 10 slot. 

Only a few weeks back the 
Biow agency and sponsor Philip 
Morris were’ whetting their 
chops in eager anticipation of 
a replacement show. 


CBS in Year-End 
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| 
| 


| 


PLENTY SL 
AY 


A year-enu 








check of the four 


major networks reveals, contrary to 
the belief that “we've nothing left 
to sell,” plenty of wide open spaces 


on the daytime and nighttime sched- 


ules. True, IYBC is sold solid after 
dark. No other network, howevel! 
ican make that statement. ABC's day- 
| time schedule is the envy of the 
| three other networks. But its night- 
| time roster, like Mutual’s, is some- 


| 


| 
| 


|; open. 


} 
| 


| 





Shifting Throes' 
| Year-end finds CBS programming 
| dept. back at its old auditioning 
| stand, prepping a number of shows 


| for submission to agencies as poten- 
be commercials or as replacements 


for current sustainers. For one, 
“Cinderella, Inc.” is going off the 
| afternoon sustaining schedule this 


(3) network must 
which of several 
shows gets the 
nod for a preem next Monday. 

At the moment chief emphasis is 
| being put on daytime programming 
| in a bid to close some of the non- 
| commercial gaps. “Cinderella,” the 
| half-hour cross-the-board show 
| which invited people from all parts 
| of the country to New York for a 


(Continued on page 26) 


and the 
decide this week 


Friday 
| newly auditioned 


from ABC. 


thing else again. CBS has more day- 
time slots for sale than it would like 
to talk about. And 
night 9:30 to 10:30 (opposite Fibber 
& Hope) gap goes way back 


Here’s a breakdown of network 
time that can be had for the asking 
(finding a prozram for the slots is 


another story): 
NBC: 


Sunday afternoon 4:30 to 5 
So is 5 to 6, but it’s fr zen 
for anyone who will buy the NBC 
Symphony. Nighttime is sold out. 
Daytime vacancies include the 10 
to 10:30 slots, 11 to 11:30 
| Waring) three days a week, 
'cross-the-board 12 to 2 
time). 


and 


(Fred | 


(station 


ABLE 


' 


CBS: Sunday afternoon 2 to 2:30 is 


open. The 2:30 to 3 slot goes com- 


|} mercial soon \"hen Hires moves over 


Saturday night 7 to 7:15 
is open, as is the Tuesday night 9:30 
to 11 strips and Monday 
to 11 (eastern network). 
vacancies include 10 to 10:30, 


11:30: 3 to 4 (station time) in the 


that Tuesday | 


afternoon. The 4 to 4:25 period also | 


| dozen 


opens up when General Electric | 
“House Party” exits Jan. 10. The 
4:30 to 5 slot is open two days a 


week. The 5 to 5:30 period is a 
house-must (“School of the Air’) 
but 5:30 to 6 is also open 
ABC: Sunday afternoon from 2 to 
3 is open. So is 4 to 5. The 6 to 6:30 
(Continued on pees : 29) 


NBC Peddling Waring 


Three Days a Week 


The Fred ‘Varing 
on NBC is back on a two-days-a- 
week sponsorship basis, with 
web carrying the half-hour musical 
on a sustaining basis the remaining 
three days. 


morning show 


the | 


Florida Citrus Assn., which picked | 


up the tab Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, has dropped out of the 
sponsorship picture (strictly a sea- 
sonal splurge), while Americar 
Meat Institute has renewed for an- 
other cycle on Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days. 


night 10:30 | 
Daytime | 
11 to} 








\Piral 


ing’ of Shows Irks ABC, MBS; 


Feel Other Webs Should Join in Job 
Of Finding New Cents for industry 





Garry Moore 
reveals 
““My Secret Life With 
the Great Nose-Piece”’ 
* - — 


in the 


41st 


dnniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Next Week 


‘Ba-a-d Boy Barry 
Talks Self Into 
Something Good 











After 23 months on the air over 
WOR, N. Y., during which time he’s 
made a mortal enemy of a half 


of New York’s most potent 
columnists, disk jock Barry Gray has 
talked himself out of his all-night 
spot but into a position in which the 
CBS network is competing against 
WOR for his services. Each is offer- 
ing him two spots, and in each time 
he would have far greater listening 


| potentials than he had on the WOR 


all-night stint where he adlibbed 


himself into trouble. 

Columnists whom Gray. has riled, 
with some claiming he libeled them, 
include Leonard Lyons, Dorothy 
Kilgallen, Lee Mortimer, Danton 
Walker and Ed Sullivan. It was a 
series of cracks he took on the air in 
the last couple of weeks, without 
naming anyone but describing the 
person by his manner of dress, that 
culminated in Gray’s and WOR'’s 
series of moves last week. 

Mortimer claimed he had been 
libeled and demanded a retraction on 
threat of slander suit. Gray wouldn't 
retract. Finally, Gray decided to 
take his annual vacation, and hired 

(Continued on page 26) 
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anxious to wrap up a single sponsor- | 


Ship deal. He's holding off on 


any | 


Commitment to CBS while the show | | 


Sees a-peddling. 


OF 


"ARIE 


JANUARY 8 


Alst Anniversary Number 

















a 





|} sented the feminine sex 
|; execs 


Foi 


some time now é been 

1 recognition on the part of both 
ABC and Mutual networks that. the 
minute good time starts opening up 
on NBC and CBS, a mere lifting of 
the finger on the part of the 
latter webs will invite a whole- 
sale switchover of clients to 
the two stronger networks. ABC 
and Mutual are aware that it’s 
not a pretty picture to contemplate, 
but due to the generally favorable 
business conditions and the NBC- 
CBS nighttime SRO it still remains 

tl threat stage 

Nevertheless, there's been  suffi- 
cient switchover activity of late to 
|}cause some uneasiness, particularly 
around ABC headquarters in New 
York, where the feeling of the web 


brass has been reflected in year-end 


pep talks to the sales staff. The ABC 
boys resent the fact that a mere 
nod from NBC invited Hudnut to 
cancel out on its ABC show to buy 
NBC's “Grand Marquee” program: 
that for more than a year ABC 
built up the Hires “Sunday Party” 
show only to have CBS snare it for 


a Sunday 
members, too, how 
Wildroot gave “Sam 
ABC-to-CBS treatment 
Seltzer did an 
“Quiz Kids.” 
ABC 
love 
ness, 


afternoon spotting. It re- 
only recently 
Spade” the 
and Alka- 
ABC-to-NBC with 


acknowledges that, as in 
and war, all’s fair in big busi- 
but they feel they’re justified 
in taking the position, as translated 
to the sales boys, that “the well-fed 
nets are feeding off us. And they’il 
continue to feed 


off us. We've got 
to be twice as good in the sales de- 
partment as they are. We're the 


ones who must take the initiative in 


inviting new clients into the indus- 
try, or recapturing ex-clients, as 
witness the John Hancock Insur- 


ance and Reichhold symphony deals 
and the new Goodyear contract. But 
let time open up on NBC or CBS, 
and where are we? Except to start 
over again and woo new clients.” 


IT’S ‘MURDER’ FOR WINE 
GROWERS ON ABC IN JAN. 


ABC's Saturday night $:30 to 10 
period, being vacated by “Sherlock 


Holmes,” which moves to Monday 
nights, has just been sold by the 


network to the Wine Growers Guild 
for a new mystery show tabbed 
“Murder and Mr. Malone.’ Show is 
authored by Craig Rice. 

“Murder” moves in on Jan. 11, 


A ele of ise iia 
And You Hear Everything 


Chicago, Dec. 30. 
package deal sold by 
WIND last week calls for a solid 
three-hour show for local beer ac- 
count on Sunday afternoons. Start- 
ing at 2:30 p.m. the segment is de- 
voted to just about everything in the 


Unique 


radio book. 


Show opens with a_ half-hour 
|; whodunit, “Haunting Hour,”  fol- 
lowed by Bert Wilson, local sport- 
caster, reporting Chicago Stags pro 
basketball games from the Chicago 
Stadium. Sport event will change 
'with the seasons. After the sports 
comes a shot of dance music fol- 
‘lowed up by another half-hour of 
mystery, “The Avenger.” 

Schwimmer & Scott is the agency. 


A r 
n Exec in Every Stocking 
CBS found itself this 
with so many new CBS 
executives all eligible for the an- 
“20th floor cocktail party” that 
the shindig had to be moved across 
the street into tudio 24. Studies 
was transformed with rugs and fur- 
niture “drawing room” for 
t} e 
As 
Wilder 


Christmas 
and CRC 


nital 


into a 
CCAaSION. 
Mrs. Frances 
Sicussat repre- 
among CBS 


previously, 
and Helen 
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Mack Tells FCC Off 


Takes Tough Stand but Offers Deal: 


Washington, Dec. 30 ed 


The long wrangle over the 
WCAM-Mack Radio Sales Corp. deal | 
was aired again before FCC last | 
Friday (27) with the FCC being | 
told that it was a private arrange- 
ment between Mack and the City of 
Camden, N and none of the 
commission's business 

The “nuts to you” stand was pre 


. atta 
Paul M. Segal, 


at a hearing 


sented to the FCC by 
counsel for Mack Corp 


over renewal of license of the sta- 
tion owned by the city FCC has 
been threatening to put WCAM out 
of business because of the contract 
under which WCAM has sold Mack 
the bulk of its weekly broadcasting 
time for Mack to chop up and re- 
sell as it pleases WCAM has no 
control over the time, according to 


FCC findings 

In addition to telling (FCC to 
mind its own business, Segal sug- 
gested that his client, Aaron Heine, 
owner of Mack Radio, would be 
glad to make a deal He woud 
cancel his contract if FCC would 
license him to build and operate 


a 1.000-watt station of his own in 
Camden. Previously FCC had nixed 
Heine's application. 

John R. DiMona, City Solicitor of 
Camden, expliined that WCAM was 
trying its best to get out from under 
the 10-year contract signed in 1938. 
He said he had filed suit in the 
U. S. district court asking that the 
contract be voided on the ground 
that FCC would withdraw the sta- 
tion’s license otherwise. 

Friday’s hearing was an appeal 
from proposed decisions under 
which FCC -vould put WCAM off 
the air pending termination of its 
contract with Mack Sales and also | 
approving a new station, WKDN, 
for the Camden area. It would be | 
owned by Ranulf Compton, of Madi- 
son, Conn. 

Also applying for the channel was | 
PiIAT, Philadelphia, which now 
shares a channel with WTEL in 
Philly. William A. Koplovitz, coun- | 
sel for WHAT, claimed that William 
A. Banks, head of WHAT, and life- | 
long resident of Philadelphia, could 
better serve the area than a man | 
from Connecticut. However, Arthur 
H. Schroeder, representing Comp- | 
ton, said his client would serve | 
Camden _ full-time while 


of programming to that city. 


te 


| encourage 


WHAT | 


in WCAM Case, 





Met Life’s CBS Show 





Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
has bought a 15-minute strip on 
CBS, Mon.-Fri. 6-6:15 p.m. for a 
news show, starting Feb. 17, Young 
& Rubicam is the agency 

So far, only 41 stations have been 
cleared in the deal, and no per- | 


sonality has been set for it. 


Sponsors Can No 


Build Own Hookup 


Principal feature of the new rate 
Fred Thrower, 
charge of for the 
tying discounts to dollar 
instead of to the number of 
Until the discount in- 
an advertiser bought 
yutlets. Now, the total | 
spent for time will deter- | 
mine the amount of discount. } 
By changing this structure 
Thrower, and allowing the 
tiser to pick his own stations—after 
purchasing time on the basic net 
the man who pays the money can 
decide to use a station in town A 
in Pennsylvania, and in town B 
in Kansas, if he is interested in those 
specific markets. 

The more stations the advertiser 
buys, the higher discount, regard- 
less of the location of those stations. 


card, according to 


eepee in sales 
net iS In 
volume 
stations 
creased when 
of the 

amount 


now, 


more 


said 
adver- 


He can virtually make up his own | 
net, after he has contracted for the | 


basic. The only group, aside from 
the basic, where he cannot get sta- 
tions to add to his net at will is the 
Mountain-Pacific group of ABC 
outlets. 

The new structure, said Thrower, 
‘stabilizes discount requirements on 
a dollar basis; gives the sponsor 
greater freedom in the selection of 
his stations; and provides higher 
discounts for smaller networks, to 
the potential national 
advertiser to use network radio 
more easily.” 

Network hookups are entering a 


|may soon be followed by the other 


A decision is expected in a month | majur rets. 


or two. 


CBS Scripters 
Set for ‘School 


Under a new arrangement at CBS 





headquarters in New York the Pro- | be able to use only 170 out of ABC's | 


gram Writing Division has taken 
ever the full job of providing scripts 
for the “American School of the 
Air” series, which Education Di- 
vision and Leon Levine, as producer, 
operate. 

This reverses previous policy of 
freelancing many of the scripts al- 
though Frank Ernest Hill in the 
Education Division always provided 
some writing. Current writer as- 
signments on “Nations” School series 


are as follows: 
Jan. 6—Russia—William K. 
Clarke. 
Jan. 13—Italy—Elwood Hoffman. 
Jan. 20—Cuba—Draper Lewis. 
Jan. 27—Korea—Sylvia Berger. 
Feb. 3—Turkey—James Hart. 
Feb. 17—Poland—Vincent McCon- 
nor. 
Feb. 24—Argentine—Elwood Hoff- 
man. 
Mar. 17—Ireland—Draper Lewis. 
Mar. 24—Liberia—James Hart. 


Irna Phillips Settles 
‘Guiding Light’ Suit 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


has made a settle- 
undisclosed amount of 


Irna Phillips 
ment for an 


the legal action taken against her jump of $21,452,000 over 1945, which | 


and Carl Wester for an accounting | 
of “The Guiding Light.” Payoff was 
made to Emmons Carlson of NBC 
in Chicago, who claimed 2 half in- 
terest in the serial and was upheld 
jn court. Washup came as attorney 
for Carlson was preparing to file an 
accounting action. 

Matinee opera was taken off the ' 
air by General Mills pending out- 
come of legal skirmish but no de- 
cision has been reached on resuming 
with it. 


ABC is putting its uew rate card 
into effect tomorrow (Wednesday). 
And part of its new discount scheme 
is giving coast-to-coast sponsors a 


virtual premium for making things | 


tough for the engineers in charge 
of the hookups. Within certain limi- 
| tations in regard to the basic net- 
| work and the Mountain-Pacific area, 





| their own networks. A sponsor will 


| total of 235 stations, cutting off 65 
'of the net's stations and still come 
out with a top discount of 45% for 
daytime and 42146% for nightime 
programming. 


60,850,000 Radio Sets 
In U.S. for 1946 Marks 


| New All-Time Record 


Washington, Dec. 30. 
Ownership of radio sets has hit an 
all-time high, according to a survey 
by the NAB research department. 
|The study, to be distributed to NAB 
members in the near future. 
mates a set ownership of 60,850,000 
as of the close of this year, a jump 
of 3,000,000 over the total for 1945. 


| NAB figures that approximately 
34,800,000 of the nation’s 38,120,000 
families own radio receivers. Re- 
;mainder of sets in relation are 
either extra units in the homes, 
radios in business firms, in institu- 
tions, hotels, ete., for a total of 


19,050,000 plus another 7,000,000 in- 
stalled in automobiles. 

NAB figured broadcast advertising 
at close to $433,000,000 for 1946, a 


was a sock year. Billings 
broken down as _ follows; 
networks, $191.000,000; 

webs. $9,000,000: 
$117,000,000, and 
$116,000,000. 


are 
national 
Regional 
national spot, 
local retail, 


Mutual Scorecard: 384 
Mutual's march toward its goal of 
400 stations brought 19 more outlets 
to the web in December, latest join- 
ing. eflective May 1, being WBBC. 
a 1,000-watter, for a total of 384. 


new stage of crazy-quilt criss-cross- | 
; ing as a result of a move effective | 
would devete only one hour daily | this week on the ABC web which | 


esti- | 





SILVER-TONGUED ANNOUNCER 
| LEE JONES 
National 


champion 


intercollegiate 
wears a Phi Beta Kappa 
key: has been silver-longuing cCom- 
mercials over KLZ for 


KLZ, DENVER. 


3 years, 








WNBC Ties In With WPAT 
To Salute Paterson In 
‘Affiliate’ Switcheroo 


For at least one show on Jan, 24, 
WPAT, Paterson (N. J.) indie, will 
become an NBC outlet, while WNBC, 
the net’s New York flagship, is likely 
to become a temporary “affiliate” of 
WPAT for about 30 minutes that 
day. 





Switcheroo is on the 
connection with WNBC's exploita- 
tion of its listening area, during 
which it stages a “Salute” to a differ- 
ent city in its region every couple of 
weeks. 

As part of its plan, the NBC sta- 
tion is tying in with newspapers, 
civic organizations, etc., in the vari- 
ous communities which it 
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Wednesday, January 1, 1947 


From the Production Centres 


Se ae 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Bing Crosby still owes Kraft Music Hall two guest shots and J. Walier 
Thompson agency is hoping he'll come through on his visit to New York 
next month.,..That hectic CBS routine has resulted in Red Barber giving 
up his Scarsdale home and moving into town in a Park ave. apartment 
Two of Fred Allen's scripters, Terry Ryan and Harry Barley, are ex-piano 
players with dance bands. Edward Everett Horton, now that he’s off 1 





+++. 





$44444444- 


ha 
Kraft show, has returned to his perennial touring fave, “Springtime For 
Henry,” while working his way back to the Coast to do a film Lyle 
Sudrow added to “Lora Lawton’. Francis DeSales joins “Rose of My 
Dreams” players Rene Gekiere new to “Just Plain Bill’. tichard 


Janaver added to “David Harum”....Barry (WOR), Gray’s “Gall Through 
the Night” book, which Frederick Fell, Inc., will now publish as ar 


aulO- 


| biographical, will be revamped, in view of his new show format. Gray 
| switched publishers when Reader's Press wanted him to make it more of 
a text book 

Jack Doyle, copy editor at Mutual flackery, has resigned NBC's “Ore 


debate | 


| chestras of the Nation” Saturday show now being carried sustaining by 
120 affiliates....WWRL sales staffer Tom Delaney in hospital with head 


| injury as result of Christmas Day 
| elected to 


| 
| 


| 


| 


fall Arthur Hayes, WCBS manager, 
exec committee of Catholic Institute of the Press Emmett 
Heerdt new business manager for CBS’ spot broadcasting division. Radio 
Sales ABC commentator Gene Hamilton launches his ‘“Footlighters.” 
dramat group at Baldwin, L. I., with production of “Let Us Be Gay, 
played by radio Tom Gorman and Sam Raskyn Detroit 
phony Orch, which starts series of broadcasts on ABC, Jan. 19, 
series of road tours Kenyon & Eckhardt agency radio forming 
flying club Radio literati in print in next couple of. months include 
Helen J. Sioussat, CBS talks director, with an article in Pageant mag on 
“Why Women Don't Get Along With Men in Business,’ and Joseph Liss 
with a piece on the radio scripter’s trials and tribulations in Theatre Arts 
Monthly As of tonight (Tuesday) WHOM goes into all-night operation, 
with Sid Torin and Ray Carroll jointly doing a midnight-5 am. “After 
Hours” disk jockey whirl Arnold Horwitt to writing stable for Kraft 
Music Hall Births to families of WMCA staffers piling up, with girls 
added to menages of director Joe Gottlieb and announcer George Willard 
.... WLIB chief of promotion and publicity Fred Methot has resigned to 


leads 
Sym- 


skedding 


actors 


dept 


| pay more attention to his Mutual network show, “Crimes of Carelessness,” 


schedule in | 


| 


salutes. | 


When it came to planning “Salute to | 


Paterson,” station manager Jim 


Gaines and field exploitation direc- | 


|tor Murry Harris invited WPAT’s 
| cooperation on the theory that the 
station, sole local radio outlet, is as 
much a part of the 
any other major enterprise. 

| Sidney J. Flamm, veepee-general 
| manager of WPAT, and Dave 


Golden, station’s publicity director, 
worked out the plans with Gaines, 
Harris and WNBC'’s flack chief Bob 
Davis. 


In keeping with its routine on all 
| “Salutes,” WNBC will program 
| entire daytime schedule, from 6 a.m. 


local scene as | 


its | 


| to 6:40 p.m., to tieins with Paterson. | 


| During the day, there will be one 
show, originating at WNBC, which 
“Salute to WPAT.” 
The local station will carry the show. 
for a 
WPAT to | 


| will be called 


way also 


from 


| Plans are under 

| possible origination 
| be aired by WNBC. 
| “Salute” will 


6:40 p.m. 


B'WAY DOESN’T TALK 





SO WOR SHOW MAY EXIT 


“Broadway Talks Back.” the Mu- 


; tual show which has been on the 
j}air Monday nights, 10-10:30 on WOR, 


|N. Y., and a half hour later on 
| the net, may go off in another three 
weeks. 

The show has not attracted as 


much attention as had been hoped 
for it. Chief reason is said to be 
that, excep. on rare occasiors, pro- 
ducers of Broadway legiters pull 
their punches and don't really “talk 
back” to the critics. Often, too, the 
crix who'd been toughest on certain 
shows become sweet as sugar when 
they go on the air, willing to forget 
'all and patting on the back the 
same guys they'd previously rapped 
in print. Result is that the show 
Had too often been a love feast, 
when fireworks were expected. 
Show is going to be given an- 
other whirl ior a few weeks. But 
unless it picks up, WOR, which 
initiated the project, is willing to 
call the whole thing a mistake. 


+ 


Ring In the New 


First 1947 contract placed by WOR, 
N. Y., was agreed to last week, 
effective Jan. 6, embracing a 24-week 





close with WNBC’s 
| sponsors will now be able to build | Serenade to America” show, 6:i5- 


| the Army and resuming his career. 
| the temperature, he says, hit as low as 72 under the zero point... .Nate 


and to make other tieups for 1947. He's succeeded by Sam] Elfert 

Larry Menkin back from his Warners lot chore on the Coast and 
readying Franchot Tone air series based on Upton Sinclair's Lanny Budd 
chronology. 

Moss Hart and Kitty Carlyle will do a Jan. 5 guest shot for Hildegarde 
....Ted Collins back on the “Kate Smith Speaks” show by remote; he’s 
still so weak from illness that program airs from his Manhattan apartment 

xirl, Dana Lou, born Friday (27) to the Danny O'Neils ABC's Ed 
Noble will team with Jim Farley, Paul Whiteman and RCA-Victor baritone 
Robert Merrill in a special ABC hour's broadcast Sunday (5) for the Sal- 
vation Army Fund United Parents Assn, commended “House of Mys- 
tery” and “Superman” as “definitely worthwhile programs for children,” 
blowing into a cocked hat the holier-than-thou comments on the thrill 


shows....Paul Laval was signed last week to do series of spring season 
children’s concerts at Town Hall. First of the shows will bow in Easter 
week....Lyn Farnol, Sam Goldwyn’'s top ad-publicity man, takes to the 


lecture platform next Monday (6) at Dick Pack’s NYU radio course to tell 
the story of film-radio tieups and their boff payoff....Arnold Hartley of 
WOV bedded again after relapse....That double-entendre commercial on 
the Jean Sablon show last Saturday (28) which looked innocent enough 
on paper and which got an okay right down the line, had CBS squirming 
over the weekend. 


(IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


It was Harry Witt, assistant to Don Thornburgh at CBS, who smoothed 
down the ruffled feelings of Frank Sinatra upon his return to Hollywood, 
Swooner had insisted on rehearsing in the net's Vine St. theatre despite 
that it was overrun with Elgin holiday stars and Lou Bring’s band. It 
was not until the night before that Sinatra succumbed to the honeyed 
words of Witt and moved into a studio at Columbia’ Square... Frank 
Hodek, one time NBC music director on the Coast, finally getting out of 
He has been stationed in Alaska where 


Tufts added Jim Newton to his staff at W. Earl Bothwell agency... 
Marquette here to look over things including the Rose Bow] game.... 
Norman Blackburn, for eight years with J. Walter Thompson in the Hoilye 
| wood office, has been made a’ veepee to match headman Cornwall Jack- 
son's title....NBC is iossing a dinner for Edgar Bergen at the Bevhills 
hotel Jan. 19 to observe his 10th anni with Standard Brands... .Sybil Bock, 
who retired last season as organist for Lum and Abner and other pro- 
| rams, returned to pump the pedals for Bill Stern....Howard Blake pulled 
out as writer-producer of “Meet the Missus” to devote full time to his 
packaged “That's Life,’ audience participator carried by CBS. 

Benay Venuta getting active again, working in a picture and doing a 
guest shot for Ed Gardner....George Hope left Eddie Bracken’s writing 
staff, now reduced to Wilkie Mahoney, Leston Nickerson and John E)liott 

.. Jack Benny slated for three guest shots in as many weeks; with Dennis 
Day, Screen Guild Players and The Kenny Baker show....The Henry 
Morgan sponsor-belittling twist is catching on here, the latest copyer being 
| a used car lot sponsoring hour of disks on KXLA nightly. Plug copy is 


Art 


| twitted and bankroller, “Wild Man” Pritchard, gets a gentle twitting, too. 


, Two Ton Baker aired his new original 


On New Year's eve Easter records were played... Ted Hediger. scripter 
of Bill Gargan’s “I Deal in Crime.” flew te Switzerland to settle an aunt's 
estate. He advanced the show four weeks of script. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Judith Waller, NBC Central Division educational] director. off to Austin 
and speeches at Univ. of Texas....WIND staffers hit by avalanche of 
Cigars affer two babies in one week, girl for flack Bob Tunison and ditto 
for news ed Jimmy Dale....Mel Drake, manager of WDGY. St. Paul, 
named grand champion swimmer by Minneapolis Athletic club Bill 
Dooley, long time WBBM salesman, now with WKLX. Lexington, Ky 

DeWitt Mower, Mutual midwest sales topper, became a daddy again 

“Eachy Peachy Pie” via a guest 
shot on Hal Tate's “Strictly Show Business” a la WAIT....Chuck Wiley. 
of Mutual's midwest office, off to Dallas where he will produce New Years 
Day Cotton Bow] game, while Connie Rivard, MBS Chi publicity staffer, 
treks to Coast for Rose Bowler....Larry Nuss, KOL, 


formerly with 


| Seattle, is new sales exec at WDGY, St. Paul....Bill Murphy, NBC Central 





schedule of five 15-minute shows a | 


week for Gereral Foods. 


Division script manager, hospitalized. ...Bill Downs, CBS correspondent. 
and Bikini atom observer, and bride of two weeks, visiting Chi....Wilma 
Gwilliams, WLS publicity, returned after visit to Fowler, Indiana... .Ki by 
Hawks replaces Russ Young as pioducer of WBBM Schaeffer's “Adven- 
turer's Club”....Craig Claiborne, ABC Central Division publicity staffer, 
due back from Mississippi after vacation Bill Thompson, of Fibber 
McGee show, in fown seeing old friends....WGN airing salute to Chicaré 
Tribune's centennial year. 


Looks like Don McNeil and his ABC “Breakfast Club” will go before 


| Hollywood cameras even though deal with Monogram fell flat last yea. 


Program, slotted in the 12:45-1 p.m. | Current dickering has two film companies after show, with McNeil pretty 


spot, will be a quiz on romance, | Certain of accepting one....Everett Holles, WBBM news editor, leaves 
titled “This Is Love,” with Eddie | Washington Jan. 14 for 30-day tour of American occupation zones i” 
‘Dunn as emcee. Product to be | Europe, after being chosen one of seven newsmen by War Dept. Meyer 
nlugged will be Maxwell 


House | Kelly pnd Burl Ives guested on Nate Gross Sunday nite WBBM spe! 


_coffee. Benton & » Bowles is the | Breakfast Club’s Jack Owens crooning took second place to bis rece” 


| agency. 


i 


laryngitis, 
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Campaign to Educate Public In 
Know-How on Tele Sets Seen Vital 


First trickle of television sets on*? 


ine market points up the necessity 
for a eoncerted campaign backed 
ty the entire industry to educate 
not only the public but, more | 

portant, the genera! retail salesmen 
as to exactly how televisio orks 


according to video officials. 


Publie, it’s pointed out a 


giate of utter confusion, as eviacenced 


; 


pv the number of questions put to 


color squabble, lany prospective 
cet buvers have read numerous ir- 
esponsible stories in the press to 
the effect that their landlords mig} 
q@oject 10 a elevision antenna on 

e roof. that installation of a set 

gyht create a fire hazard, etc. Sales- 


to 


en. besides being unable 
ewer these questions, ‘annot eve 


zdvise the customers on — 


odels 

One salesma nawN. Y. dep 

ent store, its de pacig-ag qiant eve 
know ho to turn ona Ano 
asked to tune in a set in the early 
#fternoon, asserted there was noth- 
ng at all to be seen and had to be 
fold bv the customer that the sta- 
ions were all transmitting test pat- 
terns. Majority of the public be- | 
lieves a tele set works by merely 
plugging it into a wall socket, much 
the same as a radio, and the sales- 
nen have no knowledge to pass ‘on 
about the complicated and all-im- 
portant problem of correct installa- 
110Nn. 

In light of all this, several manu- 
faciurers are plugging for a series 
of institutional ads to educate the 
public but are wary of taking on the 
eosts themselves, unless the entire 
industry joins in. Its also suggested 


that a symposium for salesmen, | 


something like the technical sym- 
= for dealers carried on by 
fiewtone Television during the last 


Again, however, manufacturers 
point to the necessity for such cam- 
yeigns to ke Sponsored jointly by 
if. entire industry, 


NBC's DuMont Nin 


On Rose Bowl Tele ”: 


Hollywood, Dec, 30. 
Waich-dogging its 18-year-old | 
rights to Rose Bowl matters, NBC 
here turned down the DuMont in- 


i 
terests’ request for permissicn to | 


film the traditional game, Jan. 1. 
Refusal was the net’s second, hav- 
ing nixed Television Productions, 
Inc. (laramount) last week when 


Teleprod asked to telecast the game | 


sive, 

Though NBC is not yet telecasting 
here, having only last week been 
#ranted permission by the FCC to 


build, it won't let anyone else move | 


in on it and cop some prestige. Story 


goes that the net has for many years | 
sold the Bowl brass and Pacific 


Coast Conference on its singular 


ability. Only NBC can do broad- | 


€asts or televize well, is the theme 
they have reportedly sold the Bow! 
interests. Therefore, it cannot now 
Jessen the glamour by admitting, 
mm effect, that others are equally 
capable. 


DuMont wanted only to film high- | 


Jighis of the game in the manner of 


newsreel coverage. The film would | 


have been shipped to New York for 
xiring. However, NBC plans to tele- 
cast film of the entire game on its 
own station there, Telefilms, Inc.. 
was to lens the event for DuMont 
but will now confine itself to a 
celluloid chunk of the accompany- 
ing Tournament of Roses. 

Paramounters were plenty peeved, 
yegarding the network as extremely 
selfish 


Chi Radio School Sues 
Ex-Staffers for $160,000 


Chicago, Dec. 30 

American Television Laboratories 
Jne. of Chicago filed suit in Chi Fed- 
¢xsal court last week for $160,000 
siamages against. M. C. Flynn, Franci: 
Ondrey, and Alton L.- Weber. all 
fosmer members of American Tel 
tales staffs on charges o1 conspiracy 
4© obtain students for a competitive 
school while working for American 
and using its facilities. 





Tele Prod Dickers For 
Various Faiths’ Rites. 


= Telecast 


Snarled yo 
weiecses Color Dispute 


Still Up in Air 


International 
Em- 


fight from Madison Sq. 
Graziano’s ill- 


; {the Draper-Adler 
several months, would be in order. | 


to a piano accompaniment, 


the 
ir to the ac- 
ce egg pier 


harmonica a 
ite a demands, 


fessional stage, 
in 


dis- 
revolved 
jurisdictional 
members have refused to work | 
vision 


casting Electrical 


Relay Link Snag Snarls 
Attempts to Televise 
The x in —_ makes up its mind about the CBS 


by 
would 
Video | first 
petered | jact 


in ee 
Chicago's Loop prompted engineers 
Morri- 


| 








‘ , ry ENCE 
JACK LAWRENCE 
Sinwers often writ hit tunes (oa) 


sign them) but few composers can 


nake coffee and cake via the vocal 
oute: lack Lawrence «lf 1 Didn't 
(are, Sunrise Serenade Sleepy 
| Lagoon, Svmphony) is an outstand- 
nz exception, His new Lang-Worth 
nsecriptions stamp him a= vocal 

af as come ial ‘ a silyvel 


a4 “al 


LANG- WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 





Coler television controversy re- 
nained in a state of animated sus 
pense this week as only CBS, cham- 
pion of its own developed sequential 


system, had accepted the FCC invi- 


tation to demonstrate its color video | 


at the next commission hearings, 
slated for the Customs House, 
N. Y., on Jan. 27. Although most 
FCC members have seen demonstra- 


tions of all color systems, they've 


asked for new demonstrations in the | 


pending showdown hearings so that 
they can be written into the record 

RCA, leader of the faction oppos- 
ing the CBS petition for the FCC to 


set commercial color standards im- 


mediately, has made no’ announce- | 
4ar-'ment to date on whether it will 
from the | 


doesn't | ; 
musical | tem. Latter was revealed to the 


demonstrate its all-electronic§ sys- 


FCC and press several months ago, 


but RCA officials emphasized at the | 
advised NBC of |time the method was still in its pri- | 
NBC re-/mary stages of development and 


.|wouldn’t be ready commercially for 


been jat leasi four years. DuMont, whose 
the first ever picked up from a pro-|color system is substantially the 
web officials report- |same as RCA’s, has also indicated no 
/edly figured the precedent would be | intention of doing a repeat on its 
too high to carry for the future and |recent demonstation. 

| cancelled the 
| aS a second replacer ement for the orig- 
inal replacement a PRC western. 


| Industry observers, however, are 
,confident that one of the two all- 
‘ electronic proponents will set up 
shop at the hearing resumption, if 
only to take some of the wind from 


' 


where |the CBS sails. FCC members were 
reportedly impressed with the lat- , 


ter’s long-distance color transmission 


inde- jiast month. Should RCA or DuMont 
Broad- 


ap- 


decide to demonstrate, however, it’s 
expected they'll follow their usual 
course of attempting to show color 


video is not vet ready, which might | 
militate "against them if the CBS 


show is again successful, 


Neither of the two factions, mean- | 


while, would comment on their 
future course of action once the FCC 


petition, although CBS prexy Frank 
M. Stanton has already indicated his 
web might give up should the com- 
mission nix its bid. Speaking at the 
color hearings in Washington 
month, Stanton stressed that 


the CBS had spent plenty of time, man- 
and 


power and money in its fight. 








Ww orthington C, Miner 
(Director CBS Television) | 
discusses 
Television s Potential 
as a Reporting 
Medium” 
oes 


on editorial feature 
next week 
in the 
{1st Anniversary Number 
of 


LARTETY 

















ABC Telescoped Field 


ABC television, still the only 


major broadcaster without its own 
studio facilities, has had probably 


more varied shows and sponsors 


during the last year than any other station, Survey of ABC's opera- 
tions for 1946 reveals the web produced 75 different shows over its five 
rented outlets, 22 of which were sponsored. These include 16 different 


bankrollers, pointing up the success of Paul Mowrey, the web's 


ha- 


tional tele director, in interesting as many different sponsors as possible 


in the medium. 


With Mowrey’s emphasis on both news and special events films, 19 
of the web's 75 shows were presented via motion pictures. Of these 
nine were sponsored. List of films includes such special events as the 
Easter parade in N. Y. and Atlantic City, the Automotive Golden 


Jubilee from Detroit, the Elks’ 
Cleveland Air Races, Saratoga Races 


parade, Minneapolis Aquate al 
ete. ABC climaxed its filn ork 


for the year last week with a public relations picture, sponsored by 


the entire automotive industry, 
new cars have hit the market, 


presenting the reaSons why so few 





BC Taking Big Strides in Tele Field 
With Full Network Ready by 1948 





Television Review 


BORDEN ENTERTAINS 


With Lew Parker, emcee; Golden 
Gate Quartet, Florence Desmond, 


Arnaut Bros. Roberto & Alicia 
I'roducer: Wes McKee 
Director: Fred Coe 
Set: Bob Wade, Ray- Kelly 
30 Mins.; Sun, (29), 9 p.m. 
BORDENS 
WNBT-NBC, N. ¥. 
‘(Young & Rubicam) 


Borden Co., still experimenting 
with different programming tech- 
niques for the 9-9:30 Sunday night 
slot it’s tied up on WNBT (NBC, 
l.. Y.), presented what was probably 
|} the most ambitious and costly tele- 
vision variety show to date Sunday 
(30) night. Bolstered by some of the 
top talent currently available in 


N. Y., the show was highly entei 


taining. Insofar as television is con- 
cerned, though, all thoughts of what 
the medium could have done to add 
interest seemed to have been for- 


gotten, 


As with the first experiment sey 


eral weeks ago, the show was staged 
NBC's studio 8G, second largest 


in the web's N. Y. headquarters 


This gave producer Wes McKee a 
chance to build a mammoth set un. 
der supervision of Bob Wade and 
Ray Kelly, which resembled some- 
thing out of the lush atmosphere of 
Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe. 
Except for the first entry of two 
page girls to announce the show, 
however, all functional use of the 
set was completely disregarded, and 
it served for the rest of the show 


merely as a backdrop. 


Director Fred Coe’s camera work 
also left much to be desired. For 
the most part, he simply trained his 
cameras on the various acts and let 
things take their course. With so 
much apparent space in which to 
operate, it’s difficult to understand 
why he didn’t move the lenses more | 
to add the necessary variety of shots 


obtainable. 


Responsible almost entirely for the 
entertainment value in the show, 
consequently, was the talent. Actor 
Lew Parker made an affable emcee, 
with his teeoff monolog indicating 
he might become television's Bob 
Hope. Golden Gate Quartet, current 
at the Blue Anvel. N. Y.. aid two 
spirituals in fine fashion: and the 
Arnaut Bros. elicited plenty of yaks 
from the unseen studio audience 


with their bird-whistle routines 


Femme impressionist Florence Des- 
mond was capita!, and Roberto and 
Alicia, current at the Hotel Pierre's 
Cotillion room, presented a_well- 


staged flamenco dance. 


Commercials went off okay as 
long as they were confined to amus- 
ing spots by Parker. Lengthy mid- 
dle plug, however, presenting what 
was supposed to be the average 
American family and its choice of 
the various Borden's products, was 


cerny to the extreme. Stal. 


L. A. Times Tees Off 
New Video Plant 


Hollywood. Dec. 30 


Arrival here over weekend of two 
iew Image Orthicon cameras from 
RCA to the Los Angeles Time: 
marks kickoff of video for the news- 
paper. Arrival marks second deliv- 


ery of I1.0.s in this area, Para- 


nount's Television Productions. Ine 


having received the initial two about 


ja n onth ago. 


rimes plans no actual video opera 


4s 


{ 


vital equipment. However, the cam- 
eras will be used to spark its plans, 


} 


initial step being a Times building 
lobby display of the lens boxes to 
stimulate public interest. That will 
|; be followed with setting up of the 


4 


' , " , 
}eameras at the Pasadena Playhouse 


for experimental “piped” program 


ithin the building. 


nl 


ion yet due to lack of facilities and 


@ With television constructio; 


nits for Los Angeles, Detroit and 
Chicago already under its belt. and 
confident that the FC( 

{ nilar applications f New 
York and San F ‘ Oo < ABC 
network is ready to start building 
toward a television networl] full 
bloom by 1948. 

Work Will start o ABC le le- 
vision buildings, tra: ( and 
sl idios n late. t} an the niddle « f 
1947. While the budget has not vet 
been worked, “wads” of money will 
be spent, 

These were the plans announced 
last week by Adrian Sami ABC 
veepee in charge of radio programs 





i? who was promoted to ¢ post 


vhich he doubles up his old job 
with that of vice-prexy in charge of 
television 
‘Stepchild’ No More 

Samish’s appointment to the top 
television job in the network means 
that, for the first time, ABC's video 
operations have been stabilized to a 
point where the board of directors 
can hold an officer of the corpora- 
tion responsible for progress or the 
lack of it. Until now, it hi been 
in one sense “a_ stepchild.’ Paul 
Viowrey, director of ABC video, had 
been responsible partly to Mark 
Woods, the prexy, and partly to 
treasurer Nick Prialoux 


Which meant that, organization- 
illy, television operations were not 
the concern of any one officer, since 


Woods’ overall network supervision 
didn't give him time to pay much 
attention to video. On the other 
hand, it meant also that television 
lacked a properly authorized spokes- 
man before the board of directors. 
Samish, who is leaving for the 
| Coast Monday (6), will start on the 
budget before his departure, and 
i that job will be finished during his 
| absence by Mowrey. He will pre- 
| sent the frgures to the board shortly 
; after his return, and contracts will 
be let as soon thereafter as possible. 

Meanwhile, the net is “pulling in 
its horns” on programming for tele- 
vision, which may mean curtailment 
in programming staff. ABC has, un- 
til now, been” broadcasting over 
other people's facilities, using WABD 
(DuMont) in N. Y., WRG B (G.E.) 
in Schenectady, WTTG (DuMont) 
Washington. WPTZ (Philco) Phila- 
delphia, and WBBK (Balaban & 
Katz), Chicago. 

“We feel we have learned some- 
thing about programming, and we 
are ready now for the second stage 
of development, the building part.” 
said Samish. “By 1948. we will com- 
bine stages one and two to go into 
the third phase, which will be pro- 
ramming over our own transmit- 
ters.” 


TINCLE SAM WANTS YOU’ 
| VIA VIDEO BALLYHOO 


Hollywood, Dec. 30 
Television looms as another U. S. 


Army recruiting lure here, The pub- 
lic relations section of recruiting 
branch is currently sleuthing local 
ideo With an eye to augmenting its 
adio and film coverages. Feeling 

that all the avenues in both of the 
latter have been pretty much ex- 
austed and something new mus! be 
ound, 

Idea behind the plan is not to seek 
special programs or direct pitches 
but to handle it more subtly hie 
nany rookies the service could lure 
via the 500 wealth-situated sets here 
is problematical. However, the pres- 
ent notion is to spot posters and 
oiher come-ons where convement in 
existing shows or devise other coa ed 
j lures. 
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| Highbrow WQXR Pattern Pays Off 


Longhair Luxury Items Bring 1506 


B re idustrys unique 
‘ \ cet ; 

i¢ WQXR N - fit Se oO 
¢ € } «al ¢ cit ( 

< | 0 iS Co h < 
1eés5pite tne pres- 
re of eavv deficits in the early 
vears, iS Winding Up 10 years of 

al 


base. 
to sus- 


during 


solid financial 
$500,000 


operations on a 


‘ bad , 
It cosi LMme SLaLllon 


expand operations 


fain and 
the first seven years of its exist- 
ence, according to Elliott M. Sanger, 
WQXR's exec vice-prexy, but the 
1946 gross W ill top the $756,000 
| ¥ g of wilh a ubstantial 
profi 
Tey | a 4 ‘ {1 y 
WQXR managed to 
} a ip ¢ ( and onsistent fol 
owing of ule by filling a gaping 
a ) he eastern reas pro- | 
‘ ( 1 1936. While the 
nets were jamn i the afternoon 
‘ oOap opera and juve serials 
and the local indies with jazz plat 
ters and spot plugs, John L. Hogan 
WEAs prez, and Sanger, launched 
f policy of full time airing of 
musiC n the Bach - Beethoven- 
Brahms genre Corollary to its pro- 
gram policy, WQXR_ instituted an 
inusually high standard for its com- 
mercial: hich put an solute ban 
on | itive deodorant jingle an- 
no ements or any opy objection 
able to xed groups 
Pepsi a la Mozart 
One of the major running prob- 
lems facing the stations commer- 
Cial Staff is gettin the ad agencies 
to turn out, or accept from WQXR’'s 
continuity department, special copy 
suitable to its specialized audience, 
Classic case of WQXR’s hypercriti- 


ghbrow attitude towards 


spot plugs was that of the w.k. Pepsi 
Cola jingle which, although hitting 
every other station in the country 

dentical form, underwent a clas- 
sicalizing treatment for WQXR on 
the celeste which made it sound like 


Mozart minuet. 

In 1944, the station's execs, after | 
having come out of the red in 1942, 
sold a controlling interest to the 
N. Y. Times. Although Hogan and 
Sanger were eager for a newspaper 
tiein to further the station’s ven- 


ture into FM transmission and fac- 
simile experimentation, they 
turned down earlier 


metropolitan dailies, among them | 
the Daily News, who wanted to buy 
in. According to Sanger, the sale 


was made to the N. Y. Times be- 
cause it was the nearest approxima- 
fon in journalism to the policy, 
style and taste of WQXR’s broad- 
cast policy. Complete mating be- 
tween the newspaper and_ station 


Will take place in 1948, 


when WQXR 


Will move its headquarters to the 
new annex of the Times building 
now under construction 

Several years ago, WQXR_ inno- 
vated another experiment in pro- 


gramming. It organized the WQXR 
committee composed of 


more than 4,000 listeners taken from 


advisory 


various economic strata and geo- 
#raphic locations. This group, who 
are among the station’s 40,000 regu- | 
lar subseribers to its monthly pro- 
gram booklet, are used as a sound- 
ing board for new program ideas 
tested on the staiion. Programs 
are yanked or retained depending 


upon the 
lonnaires 


reaction noted in the ques- 


mailed 


out to the com- 
mittee. Close attentio#iis paid to 
the recommendations of this gratis- 
“Serving committee, Sanger declared, 
DeCause they represent the most ac- 
Curate cross-section of al y audience 


Kknowable to any station 


Sanger refuted the popular n 
Conception that WQXR cats s cith 
“xClusively to the hoity-toity Park 
nd tue set or the art-loving set 
‘Tom Bohemia by pointing to lis- 

ie) veys whicl dicated a 
Widely attered tasiec for good n 
one all sectors of the population 
\ tne audience concentra 
Ul Ipper-bracket mcome area 

evealed DY the number of luxury 
: ©Ms, such as expensive champagne 
. perfumes, that are plugged ex- 

vely over WQXR. 
se stat on currently has an appli- 

"TT pending before the FCC for a 

Power boost to SOK\. 
. 


fl 


¢0 





FCC Nixes 


grab WBAL. 


had | 
bids from other | 


Operation Ulcer 


by 
Dick Mack 


gives a radio producer's view of 
this here radio racket 


An Editorial Feature 
in Next Week's 


{Ist Anniversary Number 


VARIETY 


ixes Plea 
To Hear Hearst 
On WBAL Action 


Was} ington Dec 30. 
Robert Alle n 
point in the pre- 
their action to 
owned Balti- 











Drew 


have lost a m 


Peal SOn and 
Mor 
liminary sparring in 


the Hearst- 


more station which was cited by the 
FCC Blue Book. FCC last Thursday 
(26) nixed a request by Pearson and 
Allen for information as to whether 
the commission ould summon Wil- 
liam Randolph Hearst to testify at 
the hearing scheduled for Jan. 13 
‘The commission is of the opin- 
ion said FCC, “that in a compara- 
tive hearing such as the istant one, 
each of the parties should undertake 
to present its full case without re- 
gard to any presentation which may 
be made by the commission's staff, 
Accordingly, your request cannot be | 


complied with.” 


What the commission did in effect | 
was to tell Cohen and Marks, coun- 
sel for Pearson and Allen, to sub- 
poena Hearst themselves if they feel 

jhe is necessary to their case. This 
may be done. : 

It has been a long time since 


Hearst has testified at a public hear- 


ing. However, for him to duck an 
FCC subpoena would sit poorly with 
the commission and is not expected. 


issued, Hearst 
to come Ex 
because of his age 
like- 
make 


which 


If such a subpoena is 
might plead inability 
from San Simeon 
and health. I 
lv that he would be a 


ist 


case, It iS 
sked to 
Coast 


of 


such a 


ition the 


into the 


a depo on 


could go record the case 


Artzt Gets Slap And 


Apology From Bernard 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Don Bernard, producer of “Blon- 
die.” got off with a reprimand from 
Musicians Local 47 for cufting Billy 
Artzt. musie director of the airshow, 
following a flurry of invectives re- 
sulti from am ed musical cue 
Bernard took exception to a strong 
word a aid ed Art t acros he 
face with the back of s open and 
Lo ‘ 47 ¢ i tive Cast i orae ed 
Be ‘ | ’ 4 0 ize to the mae ro 
the presence of ana ch 
é cic ( 
Be s pe as tempered 
4 ‘ { 0 ‘ da ot 
( h pet ( i< ‘ i } 
Pm eC: ’ 
i 
Martin Takes $17,500 
TY, , a 
F S ene ( 
B as bD t i S14 .0UU 
( cf ' ( <a ee J be 
i ¢ Ie 
Se f ‘ ed 
‘ p G K ) & a t +0) 
Foote. ¢ © Bel ye 
t f ‘ Y , 0 « ol 
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By TOM GRIES 
Success oO allure of the h 
d B Cre y-P o plat 
¢ ( ¢ OoOtw « ele 
IO l SEE 
( i e¢ crit tage 
hat the considered opinion of 
et execs ye Vno ave pee! V1tNn 
the fal offspring of radio nee 
is eptlo nthe ea t! tes ana 
subsequent orphanage iring the 
following 10 vears. And orphan it 
Va for tation anagel union 
bosses and etwol heads were quicl 
e¢ 1 tnre OWweve erie to 
ri é 3) ¢ no 
B } oO 
{ | r at | 
reat ener q ‘ atte 
maustry is considerably essened 
f notd ipated oppositio n many 
|} quarte) The end of 1946 sees a} 
otal of approximate], $10.000,000 | 
for the year cross the table for re- | 
icorded show Varying 1 leneth fron 
30 seconds to a full hour. 

It's still a struggle. Talent unions 
in general and the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians in particular are 
avowedly “out to get” transcrip 
tio? the two major networks, NBC 
and CBS, won't countenance the use 


of platters on their web facilities; 
and many independent station man- | 
agers and salesmen aren't eager to 
split advertiser fees with a plat 
producing firm. 

According to transcription top- 
pers, men like Frederick Ziv’s John 
Sinn, Bill Seth of NBC yecording, | 
Jack Meyerson and Herb Gordon of 


World Broadeasting. Larry Finley 


and others, most of the adverse 
° 

thought egarding  plattered pro 

erams rises out of misconception of 


their Contrary to network 


‘ 


thouent 


pul pose 


transcript on companies 


have no ations to web 
g: rather 
ters the 
advertisers who 

afford the talente 


values available 


aspll program- 


their 


stations and 


they inten plat- 


for local local 
can't ou 
and production 


to mass program 


}output. 


In other words, network level pro- 
gramming is ona local level. For this 
reason, e.t. people maintain that the 

(Continued 26) 


on page 


Unions Threaten Action 


Vs. ABC, NBC; Say Bonus 


‘Slur’ Shows Collusion 


The NBC-ABC “slur” against la- 
bor unions last week. when both 
nets gave bonuses to all employee; 
“except those whose vages and 
working conditions are determined 
by outside organizations,” may wind 
up in a major action by the unions, 
| either before the FCC or before the 
Dept of Justice 

Union people have been burned 
since the “discrimination” became 
known. The only union that pro- 
tested officially was Radio Writers 
Guild, 

However. an accusation that might 
prove serious if it tands up has 
been made by some union en plovec s 





of the ABC network e claim 
that ABC had bonus ch all made 
out to evervbody. They say that 
the checks were withdrawn, and 
destroved after NBC had decided 
ot to ( WONUSE 0 Unlo! people. 
The ‘ } proves that NBC and 
R¢ were aivorcea cor- 
OLrat ely vo FC¢ oraer f{ t C% 
‘ : ( ettec »¢ ¢ f 
a 0 € ect 
Some copie are ola 
» be or elore he Nat nal 
I R tio Be ( of 
P KF ( ()t ele 
\ ( Vy 
i) ‘ 


———_————-_ 4 


lierwise | 


$10,000,000 TRANSCRIPTION BIZ 








Pioneer Spirit Gone, Sez Scribe; Notes 
Shameful Brushoff’ of Foreisn News 





Arnold Hartley 
(Program Director of WOY, N. ¥.2 
writes about 
“Saga of Radio ‘Outlets. 
Sweet ond Sad, But Profit- 

able Period Lies Ahead” 


* * * 


an editorial feature 
in next week's 


$I) st 


{nniversary Number 


of 
VARIETY 


Does WOR Want 
No Part-a-Ya, 


LaGuardia? 


Fiorello H 











LaGuardia, released 


from his ABC network contract, 
may end up with WJZ, the same 
net’s New York flagship, instead of 
WOR as his local N. Y. outlet when 
he goes on the Mutual web on a 
coast-to-coast co-operative deal. 
Reason is that WOR, Mutual's key 
station in New York, won't handle 
LaG unless it gets him exclusively 
for the area, and there is a 10G dif- 
ferential in the vay which no one 
wants to pay. 

LaGuardia, in addition to his ABC 
show (orginally sponsored, for six 
months, by Liberty mag) has a Sun- 
day noon, half-hour commentary 
sponsored by June Dairy locally 
over WJZ. The dairy outfit bought 
that time for four vears, and there's 
| three years still to run. When the 
|\time was bought, WJZ's rate card 
listed the time, Sunday from noon 
to 12:30, as morning time. 


Now WOR wants LaG exclusively 
or not at all, and if he moves to 


WOR the time charge will cost $10.- 


000 a vear extra. LaG is willing to 
move to WOR, but won't pay the 
10G. Neither will the — sponsor. 
Neither will WOR sacrifice that $10,- | 
000. 


Mutual's 
burned at 
But 


(“Pete”) 


Ed Kobak. is 
York organiza- 
head R. C 
He 


prexy, 
his New 
WOR sales 
Maddux is 


tion 


adamant. 


says his station never took a gab- 
ber unless it had him exclusively, 
and he won't handle LaGuardia un- 
less the latter goes off WJZ s Sun- 
day spot or transfers it to WOR. 

Kobak and LaG went on a Mutual 
closed circuit Monday (30) to tell 
he Mutual outlets what LaG would 
give them when he goes on the net 
next Saturday (4), 

LaGuardia had been dissatisfied 
ith his ABC spot because he had 


Washing- 
Chi, 


snarled 


o outlets in Chicago or 
He is still not signed 
and his New York debut 
But. says Mutual, he is 
nevertheles 
itself ince FCC 
ting on La- 


move 


ton up in 


LOIN on 


he net as sche luled, 
WOR may find 
action as a result of insi 
ively. A 
SOON as the me 


Ci, 


Guardia excius got 
Inder wav. as 


eaked in the trade, to get the 


ase i a est avalnst a ateon 
‘abber because he also 


talks vel nother outlet 


Chi’s WGN Axes Sustainers 


) Der 30. 


Radio } f ore 
ofl t io ¢ f 
le r é ¢ r Ce 
Cal L 
‘ 
O 
hose é é | er 
Jo oO ABC et and ( S Or- 
n On ent Cr Ne ( s 
\ ret ed iro i ¢ ¢ €r- 
Toh oO BS t ( é 
d sé 1 eb ort é 
list 4 Lat¢ th Robe 
FE. Sherwoo a .losep H. B ¢ 
‘ oC | S ( ‘ « 
r ! ( 
( é 
r 
i Tr) 
é Ar ©) Tel o 
| ( ( ( r 
Ost ae elo ri { the ( 
« alQ t 
( er | ( ea 
ev It rop é ‘ ( 
nara money which cou ( ( oO 
sponsorsnip of foreig) new pire 
erly handled Ii thinning out 
ow public service dossie. Ane 
perhaps, what's worse, it is { 
farce of its.-own pious pret ons 
Site tead of helping the people of the 
U.S.A. to learn more about the orld 
it’s driving them to decner. more 
abysmal isolationism by making the 
believe that the rest of the orld 
is something much less important 
than a band remote from a Jersey 


ight club. 
“Our 


radio industry started out like 


a house afire when once we discov- 
ered that there was gold in them 
forergn spots. But we forget now 
that, back in 1938 and 1939. when we 
were developing our foreign news 
ervices on the American networks, 
we were giving a public service. 
Foreign coverage was just. that, 
something the network gave as a 
ervice to its listeners. Came listen- 
ers. high Hooperatings, and, inevi- 
tably, the sponsors. Bankrollers were 
on their knees, just begging for for- 
eign news shows to buy. And, of 
course, we sold them, which was 
okay by everybody, including the 
listeners. 

Newspaper Techn'que a 


“Now the pendulum has swung, 
but it’s radio that’s doing the swing- 
ing. not the listeners. During the 
lush years, radio did not bother to 
develop one new technique it? the 
handling of foreign news. It just 
allowed that phase of the work to 
grow by itself. It didn't matter 
Everything was news, and sponsors 
were willing. But there was no 
styling, no growth. Radio corre- 
spondents—except for a very small 


handful—were newspapermen writ- 
ing varns for the next edition. They 
vere not writing for this new €- 
dium of radio. They were beating 
the newspaper's deadline 


“As long as listeners itched to hear 


the latest communique soonest. that 
newspaper technique worked and 


But the war is over. And 
instead of cevelop ng 


paid off. 


radio, ite for- 


eign news coverage, has dropped it. 

“If a musie show flops on the re- 
dio. or a comedian starts falling on 
his Hooper, something is done—the 
format is changed, a new band lead- 
er is hired. a writer gets his head 
ce} opped off, but someone ecarric or. 
There is no thought of dismantling 
the transmitter because how hes 


However, in the case of for- 
these forme r 


ra } 
hMopvped 


money. effort navinae 


nued on page 30) 
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Coast AFRA to Follow East on Pact 


But Sound Men Sound (4 Vs. Terms: 


Holly wood, Dec 0) 


Following the lead 
and Chicago locals, the Amet 


of the New 


tien of Radio A tists nere 
’ ~ ) t t q oy? i | 
é ii i 
] agrec ent t 
Fi 
c ) 
( MeCue \ 
S H ) ) 
a 
5 | 
il p 
; ‘ i i i ’ t 
| e¢ made be ‘ ) 
ya ( « McCut 
i t Trit itiona 
t ‘ 4 | ) 
mul ected vote to ?t ) ‘ 
t ork minds 
The actor apparentis a 
4 ( ( ere Ss Vil ‘ 
Ga ‘ 4 
. ( oas 
“4 i 
‘ é att € ! ’ 
a lé tu ve agreements 10 tina re- 
isio However, the NBC aftiliate 
KFI t which a separate ticket 
e written for the staff an- 
el s being tough, and ABC 
in reportedly being a mite difficult 
McCue had one meeting with KFI 
management and expects to resuine 
th both on return here today (30) 
i the hope of concluding agree- 
“nt 
Sound effect men here were loud 
in their disagreement with the 30! 
increase obtained for them. Though 
New York and Chicago got only 
25”, each, the scale here is currently 
lower than theirs, a situation an- 


noying to them to a 


Zreat degree 








“HIRES TO YA'" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 


HIRES SUNDAY PARTY 
A&C, COAST-TO-COAST 























SCRIPTWRITER 
AVAILABLE 


Background of Continuity, Publicity, 
News and Research in commercial 
and public service broadcasting. 
Four years’ experience with leading 
stations. Available January. Excel- 
lent references. This ad is placed 
by his empleyers in ecknowledge- 
ment of his valuabie past service. 
Box 7821, Variety, 154 W. 4éth $r., 
New York 19. 

















‘ 
ind which thev wanted corrected | 
»v balancing up the difference over 
and above the increase obtained | 
inde the national agreement 
Thoug ‘oing along with = others 

ng the board the au 
) the oundmet nsisted tha 
‘ " prot to the boar 
pele 
Writers To Set Up Talks 
MW (; may 
>4 1 
( ( a a contract with the 
le or another vea 
at ‘ tt is a clause that pe 
eopening oO wages only ana 
Guil vill avail itself of Fol 
oOwWings 1 meeting this eck it} 
tho d. the Guild will prob 
ably t an asking figure and date 
oO Oliatrons Yea is 
F likely that mid-J 
e art of 1 got 
Directors Te Meei 
CBS is agreed to Dec. 3] ate 
tv the resumption of negotiation 
\ e Radio Directors Guild it 
Hollywood for the latter's initial net 
contract. Opened about two month 
azo negotiations vere postponed 


while CBS bra 
new AFRA ag 


wrangled on_ the 
reement 


Sustainer Announcer 


Status Deadlocks Chi 


AFRA Negotiations *: 


Chicago, Dec. 30 


Possibility of an AFRA_ strike 
loomed here again last week, when 
the three-week negotiations between 
representatives of stations, agencies 
and Ray Jones reached a stalemate 
Friday (27). Impasse resulted wher 
Station Owners and operators re- 
fused point blank to abolish su 
tainer announcers’ status and Rav 
Jones AFRA rep. walked out of t] 
meeting after giving the station op- 
erators an “or else” ultimatum 

Some operators took the position 
that there should be 


tice classification for young announ- 


cers and further that in cases such 
as WENR which shares its wave 
length with WLS, a sustainer an- 


nouncer is peculiarly appropriate. 


The general concensus of the opera- 
tors was that it was a minor point 
in the whole negotiations anyway. 
and that the union was taking an 


autocratic and arbitrary position in 
attempting to force an issue. 
' All other 


points had been success- 





WNBC Audits Its Breaks | 


To Disprove Plug Claim 


New York. 


Editor, Variety: 

Yout Dec 11 article about | 
“WNBC’'s almost exclusive plugging 
of its own rather than network 
shows during station breaks” Is a} 
very interesting theory but bears 
no relation to the facts 

During the week of Dec. 1-7, the 

ee nmediately prior to the 

e and one ch ve believe 
a typical week we broadcast a 
ita 169 p ( mia inho ‘ 

( Of ! umber il or 42 

é behali ot ney t on 
’ ) rams: 41 or 243 were 
1 oca ro am con 
i i susti 4 ng: 51 or 30.2 
" wements in the public 
¢ es # is) promoted the 
audience reactliol essions conducted 


>) NBC Researcl 
t 


Nintviwo of hie 169 announce 
ments scheduled during this week 
were broadcast between the hours of 


6 and 11 p.m. Of this number (92), 56 
yr 60.86 were in behalf of network 
) ‘ ogra Eighteen o1 
yo " oune n n the 
) é | 16.3 
\\ a i Cc proszrams 
co al or sustaining viz Bob 
Smit! H Jinx, Metropolitan 
Neu foundup, etc. Three announce 
ents or 3.28 were in behalf of 


reachiion 


SeSS10! 


James M. Gates 


Manager. WNBC. 
Early Birds Get Editor 
Cleveland, Dec. 30. 


Following 
racw 
Sta: 

la ho 


up his 


early 


Anderson, 


edito! 


revelation that | 
morning listeners, 
Cleveland Press | 
consented to 
WHK’'s “What I Like To 
the Radio Before 8 a.m.” 


has 


has 
‘udge in 

on 
contest 
Ande 


’ 
iisteners 


rson doubted radio has 
before 9 a.m. and asked 
listening to WHK’s early show 


io call him. His 
i 


those 
line was jammed 
or hours 





some appren- | 


i 


{ 


year or so it’s been*on, but the web 
has been disappointed in its audi- 
ence pull. 

Possible successor to “Cinderella” 
;may be the new Johnny Faulk 
show, “Welcome Stranger.” which | 
will put chief emphasis on Faulk's 
gift of gab, although he'll no longer 


; 


; Sustainer. 


fully negotiated with a general wage | 


jincrease of 20° agreed upon for ac- 
| tors and commercial announcers and 


'of a CBS-built 


a 30°, raise for the sound effects 
'man. Unique angle to the deadlock 
}was that actual money involved be- | 
twe@n sustaining announcers and 
ica smercials announcers, even in- 
cluding the skedded raise, would 


}amount to $36.12 per man or $288.96 
|for all eight sustaining announcers 
of all five stations per week. 

ing announcers, 


WBBM-CBS 


CBS Year-End 


Centinued from page 21 —— 


- 
nonth at CBS expense 


their 


so they could 
the air, 
had a wide station acceptance in the 


relate experiences on 


b. spotted as the rustic of the sum- 
mertime “Johnny's Front Porch” 
Also auditioned last week 

new .udience participation 
by Bob Dixon (who emceed 
\“Cinderella"), tabbed “Change 
Your Mind.” On = Siturday 
three sample recordings were made 
erial, “Counsellor- 
with Johanna DeWitt as 
John Becker as director 
Landry as producer. On the 
Coast Cy Howard has auditioned a 
new situation comedy “My Friend 
Irma” on which the network is pin- 


was a 
show 


At-L.: 
author, 
Bob 


aFfZe., 


{ning high hopes. 
WENR-ABC now has four sustain- | 


has | 
}one. and WGN has three out of the 


'total of 71 announcers in the class | 
i\“A” group, with the WGN and 
| WBBM men devoting 90% of their | 


‘time to FM programs. 


{ 
} 


Educational type 
Your Language” 


quiz “Watch 
is also up for audi- 
tion. It's a proposal of Mortimer 
Frankel, an associate script editor 
in the program writing division. 
Will be auditioned within next fort- 


‘night. 





























disk jockey. 


BOX 7261 
Variety, 154 West 46th Street, New York 19 


—"NAME’ PERSONALITY 


FOR YOUR DISK PROGRAM 


Nationally prominent name IN MUSIC (pres- 
ently active) would entertain proposition as 
All replies held in confidence. 





serve | 


(28) | 


and | 











‘he 
| Crosby programs have no bear ing ou 


l the case of disks vs. live shows, sinc 


lifer network use by national ad- 
ivertisers 

At the recent negotiations be- 
tween recording companies and the | 
AFM. James Petrillo made no bones 
about how he felt concerning e.t.’s 
The union chief admitted that he'd 

en work g on pia to have 

i Pe ( i l I “4 l 

( 1 ) il i {oO Li 

yA Where tiie co rvé i re 

ad panies were give a 37' 

‘ too q +0) 

) f le r witl 
ne i ) t ‘ a : 
tion ‘ ervice couldn't afford to 
hire n clans any so the disks 
are! depriving AFM members ol 
york. 

Probably the most important ob- 
stacle to wide circulation now en 
countered by transcription firms 1s 
in the small statsons themselves 
When a station manager or sales- 
nan. or both if its a one-man opera- 
tio eals th the loca roce fo) 
adio advertising on a $500 budget 
ie Ca show more profit and bette! 
comn ions on the tull amount that 
on what's left after a kick-back to 
a producer of transcribed programs 
As a result, the $500 more likely 
to go into a local disk jockey pro- 
gram garnished by a few short spiels 

lthan into a planned production 
which requires a payment of a hun- | 
dred dollars or more to a platter 


company 


To answer this, transcription com- 
panies point to two pertinent facts 
One. the FCC Blue Book frowns 
| upon this sort of practice; two, lesser 
|quality,. while bringing more imme- 
diate profit. will hurt in the long 
run by losing listeners, especiall) 
on the fringes of areas covered by 
powerful metropolitan stations Out- 
side of these considerations, there 
are the obvious facts. With every 


Continued from page 3 ———— 








| $10,000,000 Transcription Biz| 





blindly. Low cost for value gained 
is another important sales factor. 
For NBC's “Playhouse of Favorites” 


a show featuring names like Elissa 


Landi, Signe Hasso and John Car- 
radine and costing about $2.500 an 
episode to produce. the local spon- 
sor on smalte! tations pay abo 
$9 a platier 

Dollar volume isn't the o1 
ication Ol le Cl 4 re la 
e.t. s. Among the networks J RC 
has probably the mo ext P 
ranscription library ava le toda 
nd the web has not tinte n a 
igning its top actit tite " 
producing talent to the out 
transeribed shows. Of the 
AFRA has been the most receptive 
to platters since, prior to iis forma- 
tion, people who are now its mem- 
bers helped to pioneer the transcvip- 
ition field. 

Actors and writers. in the early 
platter days of 1933-36. pooled their 
talents with promoters to produce 
disks on a purely speculative basis, 
vith everyone participating 3 he 
omectimes negugibie returns ] 
very fact that Petrillo wa Th 


} 
resounding 


{type of program a\ ailable, a sponsor | 


best suited to 


can choose the variety 
his business and feature top name 
talent, important in prestige value 


to a local merchant. 
For the local time salesman, the 
programs are there for the listen- 


so that anvone who’s interested 
instead of buying 


ing. 


can audition them 





| Barry Gray | 


Centinued from pese 21 
substitute 








—_e 
Russ Dunbar to 
' That started the night of Dec. 23. 
Four nights later, Dunbar started 
playing a recording of Gray’s voice, 
a brie; spot, in which Mortimer was 
named. On this recording, Gray 
apologized to Mortimer. The spot 
;was played three times 
for three successive nights, 
Gray and WOR lawyers felt, 
the Mortimer suit threat. 
| Meanwhile, WOR decided to put 
Gray on at a time when he could 
snag listeners, giving him the Satur- 
day afternoon, 3-5 p.m. slot. On that 
time, beginning Saturday (4), Gray 
will play records, have guests—bul 
it will be a planned show, with the 
| station knowing approximately what 


That, 
ended 


he’s going to say, and with a ban 
against naming columnists. Gray 


had been getting $200 a week for his 
seven-nights-a-week all-night stint. 
He will get the same coin for his 
i two hours Saturday afternoon as 
long as he’s a sustainer, and $400 


| when and if he goes commercial. 
| WOR also plans putting him on 
| Monday night, 10-10:30, in place of 


“Broadway Talks Back,” if that show 
goes off the air. It’s likely thal pro- 
gram will go off in the next three 
weeks. For that, he would get $150 
a week, and double if it goes com- 
mercial. 

But CBS has entered the picture. 
The network wants Gray for two 
possible shots. One would be in 
place of the “Cinderella” show 
which is going off, at $500 a week 
sustaining and $1,250 commercial. 
The other would be for a Monday 
night half-hour at $250 sustaining, 
and $500 commercial. 

CBS has cut an audition platter 
for this possible new show, with 
Patti Clayton as guestar, a small or- 
chestra, and Goodman Ace _ super- 
vising the show. Decision on the 
CBS plans will be made Friday (3). 

Whether Gray will go to CBS, or 
stick to WOR exclusively, will be de- 
cided by the end of this week. He 
may be permitted to do one shot lo- 
cally on WOR and stay on the CBS 
net at the same time. 


0 culminate his_ tribulations, 
G@y is going into Loew's State. 
N. Y., for a week, Jan. 23, at $1,750. 





business affairs. 


for him. | 


each night | 














Payl Smali is now handling his | 
i 


able to negotiations is seen by some 


transcription men as an encourag- 
ing sign And aliol ise, every 
outlet in the country has given time 
over to platters, with the smaliei 


Stations devoting a majol 
Transcription firms 
Success Ds 


percentage 


adimit thai a 
the Crosby 


series can act as a springboard to 
their operation, if only by the wider 
acceptance gained from publicity. 
But they also know that his failure 
wouldn't affect them adversely; if 
the show doesn't go over, they feel 
it's generally realized that it won't 
the fault of e.t.s 

One platter heaa put the matter 
succinctly when he said “We're 
selling quality programs at a low 
price. If listeners can hear a good 
show they don't give a damn iow 
it's brought to them. We've arrived 


and we know it.” 





@ It looks complex but if you know 
the ropes it’s simple. Weed and 
Company men know the ropes and 


know the people. 


WEED 


OON{PA 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 
New York © Boston © Chicage © Atlanta 
Detreit © San Francisce @ Hollywoed 





Hooper Ratings 
continue to show 
that WTAG has 
more listeners 
than all other 
stations heard 
in the area 
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The FAT MAN hits 


Sets in use—43.9 











Share of audience —24.5 








Now carried in 30 Hooper cities 


WEIGHT CHART FOR THE FAT MAN: 





Our baby is growin; up! The Fat Man is a whale of a 


sho. with : hooperating that’s getting bigger and bigger 





and bigger. On the air less than a year, The Fat Man has 





had practically no advertising or promotion to hypo it— 





yet today try to find a higher-rated sustainer on any 
network. Broadcast . ondays, 8:30 p.m. EST. Starting 
Jan. 10, it will move to Fridays at 8:00 p.m. EST. It’s 


available at 2 weekly cost that is surprisingly .ow: 4 really 


Henne a 
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NOEL, NOEL | GLORIOUS CHRISTMAS 
With Richard Bell, Madeleine Lee,| With Margaret Daum, Thomas L. 


Jackie Diamond, Alan Devitt, Ju- Thomas, Evelyn MacGregor, Jean 


ano Hernandez, Elliott Sullivan, | Dickenson, Bob Hannon, Remo 
Louise Barclay, Hester Sonder-| Bolagnini, Victory Young Orch 
gaarde, Adelaide Kline, Mildred and chorus; Howard Claney an- 
Clinton, Carol Peterson, Paul nouncer 
Potter Producer: Frank Hummert 
Weiter-Producer: Arnold Hartley | 60 Mins.; 4 p.m., Wednesday (25) 
30 Mins., Tues. (24), 9:50 p.m. BAYER’S ASPIRIN, DR. LYONS 
Woy, BB. Z. TOOTH POWDER, PHILLIPS 
Arnold Hartley, WOV’s program MILK OF MAGNESIA 
director. whose contribution to ra- WNBC-NBC, N. Y. 
dio's Iterature: has been too intre- (Dancer-Fitzgerald Sample) 
quent uring ne pa year, nade a ange 
notable re-entrv on Christmas Eve Merger of three sponsors to el- 
yrresented as the tion's ‘vate tl daytime radio level to 
he Yulet ya aSOr tandard ame as a neat 
' " io ' ( ristn Day i cage over NBC 
H " " N o¢ wit the t conso ition of Dr 
Noe 4 No " U uth Lyor Phill and Bayers, uniting 
that ISD yvecause of the very in a co ( venture Glori- 
t i i DH é urge V n } 
) ! A \ Chri \ | vas a collabora 
Eve t . r¢ Hartley play " yn of Six sé ' programs, inas- 
nol ippead in the aura Of Caim as the talent fron Americal 
al yeauty Peace and goodwill Alb of Familiar Music.” “Man 
were magnified by their absence attan Merrv-Go-Round” and “Waltz 
In telling the simple story of Jo- Time” was used on this hour session, 
sep ‘ Mary and the Birth, the as time ca.ae from the commercial 
beaut of the symbolist faded egments lally occupied by “Stel- 
“Noel, Noel” turned into an analogy la Dallas.” “Young Widder Brown 
whereby the present-day chaos in and “Backstage Wife.” 
the countries torn asunder by po- Result was a restful, smooth-flow- 
litical plotting, monopolistic con- jing hour that created and sustained 
niving and hunger, misery and de- ag holiday mood. Unmarred by com 
pa threw int sharp relief the mercial announcements and a min- 
utter fa e of the message that jmum of identify spiels, the ses- 
the Bethlehem tale rings fort On sion remained in a devotional groove 
C tmas Eve dur me a talent cast, in- 
First in China, then in Greece, | cluding Thomas L. Thomas, Donald 
and again in Spain, Hartley’s “Noel” | Dame. Margaret Daum. Jean Dick- 
contrasted the turmoil of the deci- | enson, Evelyn MacGregor, Bob Han- 
mated countries with the promise of | non and orchestra and chorus un- 
the clear starlit night. But it was der direction of Victor Young ren- 
in his closing episode at Flushing | dered a varietv of religious tunes 
Meadows in the empty chamber of} ranging from tie pop carols to the 
the UN sanctuary that Hartley |! weightier classies. 
found lA Cf “acter ¢ 2c > 
ogee eng gy eerste ne Three Frank Hummert took the correct 
foreign-born charwomen and the) lime in_ conceiving a low-keyed 
ee ee tempo, inasmuch as the show was in 
American grandchild of one of , = , 
them, in a symbolic mock session, | 4rect competition with the first half 
. of the Elgin show which carried 


made a plea for the hopes of achiev- 
ing the peace as envisioned by the 
shepherds at the first Noel and now 


top-flight comics in 
The program 


its entourage 
provided almost a 


“inp? : continual flow of music, with suf- 
being fought for so desperately at ete mt : . 
TA ; ficient variety to sustain interest, 
the UN assembly. ; ae 
SS elias “Na ay” * and in keeping with the religious 
Fortunately, “Noel” was given a ~ irit of the holiday Jose 
1 1 ; » H « ° J OF ° 
full-bodied production, and the cast- | SP area 
ing, directing and musical back- 
ground were superior to that gen- JUNE IN JANUARY 
erally allowed by WOV production | win Henry George’s Orchestra 
outlays. Hartley cornered some of Cunningham Sisters: Dick Roll 
the top acting talent around New euneunecr . ‘ 
York ar lirecte > ir . 
c id directed them to their Producer: Bob Spencer 
top capacities. Rose. 


1/15 Mins.; Thurs., 6:30 p.m. 
Willoughby Machine & Tool Co. 
WTAM, Cleveland 

A pleasant quarter hour of supper 
delightfully framed around 
the “June in theme 
show over 
Although the music of 
Henry George’s orchestra is a bit 
thin. the trio of the Cun- 
ningham makes listening 
easy. 











music 
January” is the 
newest commercial 


WTAM. 


\ ocal 
Sisters 


burner, and hence the June in Janu- 
ary theme which is used to tie the 
musical program together. Orchestra 
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i*A Child Is 
i when a pair of remotes were hooked | 
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3 HEADS BETTER THAN J / 


When Cleveland's CHIEF station carries the ball 
for you... every program packs a triple threat— 
WJW gives you three-way service as master en- 


tertainer, 
medium! 


super salesman, potent advertising 
When WJW calls your sales-signals 
you gain an enviable position—an enviable lis- 


tener acceptance in a great market... Cleveland 


“650 Ke 
5000 Watts 


EOD NATIO 


BASIC 


ABC Network 


CLEVELAND, C 


DAY 
Le REEO 


REPRESENT 
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BOB SMITH SHOW 

With Smith, Tex Antoine, announcer 

Producer: William Patterson 

55 Mins.; Mon. thru Sun., 
a.m.; 8-8:30 a.m. 

Participating 


7:05-7:30 


WNBC, N. Y. 


Company sponsors a gas-conversion | 


| WARLEM HOSPITALITY CLUB 
| With Willie Bryant, 
Loumel Morgan 
Bryant, guest 
Writers: Bill Redford, Sam Levine 
| Producer: George Brensel 


Trio; 


30 Mins.; Mon, through Fri., 3:30 p.m. 


Maceo Birch, With Bob Hope, 
Beulah 


Bob Smith's early morning git-up- | Sustaining 
and-git gabbing and disk jockeying | WNYC, N. ¥, 
on NBC's N. Y. flagship follows! This is a fresh variation on the 
without much deviation the formula multitudinous audience participation 
standardized by Arthur Godfrey's shows, the twist being that show 
pre-breakfast chatter on the rival comes from Harlem, N. Y., and is 
WCBS station. Like Godfrey, Smith the first) such bigtime all-Negro 
dispense innocuous easy-to-take program (Show is a Mutual net- 
talk with a pleasant informality that, work presentation, but is heard in 
joesn’t jar a sleep-befogged brain’ N. Y. on WNYC because of previou 
into a dden wak y state mmercial commitment at that 
Major part of the show. which is | 2 on Mutual's N. Y._ flagship, 
livided into two half-hours separaf WOR) Show is also fresh in that 
ed by an interval of news and an t has an uninhibited quality rare 
other progran is devoted to pop |! such program with a good deal 
musical tunes Smith who has a. Of fun, and sufficient variety to hold 
singing voice that can pa muster | One's attention 
e pre-dawn haze takes fre- \ general air of informality and 
quent tur at patter vocals de- | abandon pervades the whole thing 
ivered in a quiet style with piano affecting emcee, supporting acts and 
accompaniment. Platter numbers are | audience. Studio audience evidently 
ilso selected with an ear for early | is having a wonderful time. and the 
morning tastes, being mostly on the | mood communicates itself in good 
light, subdued, romantic ballad side.’ measure to the home listener, even | 
Plugs are given straight treatment, ; though the latter is aware he is 
with no over-emphasis or kidding, ! missing much of the fun. Program 
eithe Herm is broken up cleverly, with a musi- 
- _ cal trio and a guest singer inter- 
ABC CHRISTMAS PARTY | polating numbers. Support they get 
: aS EWES | from an audience clapping hands in | 
Writers: Welbourne Kelley, others time to their music also suggest the 
Directors: Charles Harrell, Paul inhibited quality of the occasion, 
Franklin, Larry Robertson | But a sant 
Dradmoer: Marreil Sut what really carries the show 
: -. nal is the emceeing of Willie Bryant 
90 Mins., Tues. (25), 10 p.m. :' & 
Sustaining WhO IS glib, gay, prying but neve 
W.1JZ-ABC, N. Y. ring — pa carries the pro- 
st gee ;}Zram through with nary a sugges- 
The ABC Christmas Party, done | tion of cnatiieondion or racial aaah 
for an hour and a halt on the holi-| Show is constructed in the form of 
day eve, could have been a shiny |a “Harlem Hospitality Club,” with 
showcase of the web's wares, hav-| Bryant as the Grand Mogul and, 
ing on it as it did much of the net's 


most touted talent. But loose script- 
ing, wobbly direction and generally 
creaky production made of it a dis- 
jointed melange which, while it 


contained some good spots, could 
have kept very few listeners tied | 
to the dials While one scripter, 
Welbourne Kelley, did an _ overall 


bits and dabs were done 
writers of many of 
corresponding re- 


continuity, 
by the regular 
the shows—with 
ilf 

High point on the broadcast was 
a short piece done in the name of 
“Theatre Guild on the Air,” in which 
3asil Rathbone and Geraldine 


meaningful 
point came 


cent Benet’s beautifully 


Born.” Low 


to mikes in the homes, respectively, 


of Tom Breneman on the Coast and 
Don McNeil in Chi. These two 
masters of breakfast airers were 


about as funny as soggy bacon. In 
between zenith and nadir came var! 
from the medi- 


ous doings ranging 
ocre to the trite. 

Walter Winchell delivered a plati- 
tudinous sermon, J. Scott Smart 
(“The Fat Man”) cast his character 
in a boring burlesque, and Henry 
Morgan did imitations which were 


supposed to rib various types of 


} radio shows but, in the main, ribbed 


| 


could use additional pieces to sup- 
plement its eight instruments and | 
lend more tone to their numbers. 
All told, the 15-minutes contains five 
|}musical numbers, two by the or- 
i|chestra, two by the trio and one 
utilizing both. Announcing and 
commercial by Dick Roll is treated | 
| with professional clarity and nice 
‘change of gab. Mark. 


| 


| tional 


only Henry Morgan. Chuek Lauck 
and Norris Goff (‘Lum ‘n’ Abner”) 
did okay with a special little Xmas- 
in-the-tall-grass number. 
Wherever there was music, it 
good, Paul Whiteman’s orch, 
chorus carrying their share 
and Harry Lubin’s combo on 
Coast coming in with expert licks. 
Patrice Munsel’s singing was tops. 
Both Whiteman and Don Wilson 
made the best of their emceeing 
chores, but they had little worthy 
of extending themselves Bing 
Crosby closed the overlong program 
with a reading from the Bible. 
Cars. 


was 
and 
well, 
the 


FOR THESE WE SPEAK 
With Paul Ford, Elizabeth Morgan, 

Ellen Dunlap, Abbey Lewis, Helen 

Choate, Bub Denton, narrator 
Writers: Jack Neher, Alex Sareyan 
Director: Drexel Hines 
15 Mins.; Mon,, 9:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 
WINS, N. Y. 

Presented under the auspices of 
the New York committee of the Na- 
Mental Health Foundation, 
this series of dramats is designed to 


shed some light on psychiatric prob- | 


lems and upset some of the popular 
prejudices towards mental cases that 


; have been a hangover from the 
Middle Ages. A group of 18 indies 
are airing this laudable series of 
transcriptions which are also being 
picked up by the Canadian Broad- 


| Franklin 


casting System. 
Show is severely handicapped by 


the 15-minute time limitation which 
is hardly enough to permit anything 
beyond a few quick story brush 
strokes. Opening session, entitled 


“Aunt Milly and the Family Skele- | 


ton,” idea that 

Story, 
revolved around a small town 
family which forced to commit 


was themed to the 
mental illness is no disgrac 
which 


was 


one of its members to a state institu- | 


tion for the mentally ill, pointed up 
the irrationality of the embarrass- 
ment flowing from such a necessity. 


Thesping and scripting were high 
calibre and show, despite its frank 
public service pitch, should garner | 


a considerable 
dialer interest. 
In a brief intro to the story, Mrs. 
D. Roosevelt also stressed 
the falsity of the ancient nutions 
still current about inSanity. Herm. 


amount ot average 


Fitz- | 
gerald were starred in Stephen Vin- | 


| High Potentate, and Maceo Birch as 
the secretary. The 
|are the “members,” with the lucky 
sisters or brothers who are called 
on getting handsome presents for 
| their appearance and participation 
Thursday's (26) program was a 
good sample of program’s appeal and 
Bryant’s neat handling. “Members” 
brought to the mike included a 


Studio audience 


“sister” from Jamaica, B.W.I. with a 
penchant for giggling, who found 
!West Indies men more “capable” 
than Harlemites; a 59-year-old, 230- 


pound woman from Florida who was 
| going on a diet, hoping to snare a 


young man around 23, and a_ 69- 
vear-old North Carolinian who had 
been a Gold Star Mother on a trip 
to France in 1930. Bryant's kidding 
with the first two on their ages, 
romantic leanings, etc., and serious 
handling of the third woman, was 
effective contrast. Gimmick of hav- 
ing three middle-aged femme “mem- 
| bers” walk around the 1,200-seated 


Savoy ballroom to pick their “dream 
man of the afternoon” and Bryant's 
| treatment of trio and man, was a 
good stunt, lending itself to much 
ribbing. Bryant's musical trio, 
his guest Beulah Bryant, also pre- 
sented some smart music. Bron. 


THE WAYNE KING SHOW 
| With Nancy Evans, Billy Leach, 
Franklyn Mac Cormack and John 

McCormick, announcers 
Producer-Director: Hal Miller 
Writer: Mort Hall 

30 Mins.; Sat., 9:45 p.m. 
ELGIN-AMERICAN 
WBBM-CHICAGO 

(Weiss & Geller) 

The same format used on 
summer replacement show for Jim- 
my Durante and again for the plat- 
ter program for Frederic Ziv is 
used here to the tune of a half-hour 
of sweet and restful music in a vein 


long been a= tonal 
identification. 

Definitely not for the jive jump- 
ers, the mood is dominated by the 
string section and the sax. Opening 
theme, as always, “The Waltz You 
Saved For Me,” was followed by 10 
numbers. Included were “Vienna 
Life,” “One Morning In May” and 
|“Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody.” 
which last included a solo by King 
on his gold sax—just like the old 
Aragon days Evelyn Davis fea- 
tured a lusty violin, with “Dark 
Fyes” and “Russian, Lullaby” being 
backed by the strong. string section. 

The vocal contribs were a smooth 
and smoky “.Wvhat Is This Thing 
Called Love” and “Buttermilk Sky” 
from Nancy Evans and a regaling 
“Derry Dum, and “Let It Snow’) 
from Billy Peach. In between galt 
commercial and continuity, went 
| through with excellent timing. 

The aud response gimmick is a 
giveaway of compacts to the women 
| who write the most interesting rea- 
sons as to why they wish to hear a 


for 


Signature 


| bringing 


and | 


the | 


so typical of Wayne King that it has | 


| certain song played. So far these | 
| reasons haven't been put on the 
air. 


JOLLY BILL AND JANE 
With Bill Steinke, Pat 

Eloise Rowan, organist 
15 Mins.; 


Pi chard, 


5-5:15 p.m., Mon.-Thru- 

Fri. 
Sustaining 

KPO, San Francisco 

Bill Steinke, former New York 
Mirror cartoonist and an NBC net- 
work favorite way-back-when, is 
offering his “Jolly Bill and Jane” 


show to a large audience of the pig- 
tail-and-scooter set, if gauged by the 
| fan mail which is pouring in from 

kids and parents alike. Mail is hit- 
| (Continued on page 30) 


———— 


| ELGIN CHRISTMAS SHOW 
Edgar Bergen Cc 

Daley, Ginny Simms, Roy Prag 
Sons of Pioneers, Benny Goodman 
and Sextet, Charioteers, Amos and 
Andy, Alan Reed, Bob Crosby and 


| Orchestra, Set Svanholm, Frances 
| Robinson, Lou Bring orchestra: 
| Don Ameche, emcee; Ken (Car. 


penter, announcer 
Writers: Ed Helwick, Jean Holloway 
Co-producers: Earl Ebi, John Christ 
120 Mins.; Wed. (25), 4 p.m, 
ELGIN WATCH CO, 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


For the fifth annual time. F \ 
Watch presented its Christma 1): 
eit of two hours of variet ind 
stars to CBS listeners We irre " 
(25). There was a little bit of 
thing for everybody, in a potno rei 
of comedy, drama, longhair and OD 
nus carols and_= spiritua he 
show had some face 
act. but wilt most ot tt la 
back A more imaginative format 
might have woven all these acts to. 
gether into a central ther 1e@, appro. 


priate to so 
Christmas 


special a holiday as 
as P&G did, for instance. 


with its soapers on Thanksgiving 
Day. The Elginites passed up the 
opportunity, however, giving its lis- 
teners instead the usual fare But 
it was good fare, in typical choice 
segments of Bob Hope or Edgar 
Bergen humor, Benny Goodman cor 
Bob Crosby music. a Ginny Simms 
song a Roy Rogers’ ballad the 
comedy of Amos ‘n’ Andy or the 
quips of Alan Reed, the Wagnerian 


of Met tenor Set Svanholm, 
or the piano foolings of Victor 
Borge. There wasn't #00 much origi- 
nality in the presentation, one act 
seguing into another with only a 
bare introduction from emcee Don 
Ameche. A dramatic bit on Handel 
and his “Messiah,” towards’ the 
seventh furlong, made amends in 
some point to the other- 
free-for-all show 


SOarings 


Wise 
Commercials were frequent but 
not too intrusive or annoying, and 
a couple of them were worked 
clevely into the routine, as with 
Mortimer Snerd’s troubles in telling 
time, or Bob Hope's bit about pay- 
ing up for a watch Bro 


Louisville—Ray Shannon, for the 
past two years program coordinator 
of WHAS, has resigned, effective 
Jan. 1. He left for the Coast Sunday 
(29) where he intends to locate and 
engage in private business. 
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—-WepR WMAS Defend {NOVEL TRIO BIDS FOR | Arthur Hale News Show 
, Operations Vs, Claim Of INDIE STATION OKAY; In Revamp on Mutual Shoestring Budget for NY. Bureau 


d N C Hollywood, Dec. 30. Arthur Hale, gabbe: ‘cing a three- 4 . 
Snafue ews overage Hollywood hucksters have added a/| times-a-week, 15-minute, 7:30 p.m. ots to opes or ecent in 
indictment of Springfield, Mass,|new gimmick to broadcasting. Ap-|news show for Richfeld over Mu-| Teg 
' , | pl S , Ils changin is 
local stations for snafued news cov- | been made to the FCC by a com-| show, Be oe managing p nara Fmd Albany, Dec. 30. | only $35,000, and most of this goes 
erage during current three-months | bination of local personalities that | days a week, but adding 31 stations | te = aeng Nee oy ooo bop sararses, SneeD par aeerees Se 
strike of the town’s dailies, is re-{is unique in the trade and certain | to his coverage. bes te age sane | ae an : yaad base at all what they might be. He- 
tted by execs of WSPR and | to cause some raised eyebrows here Change, going into effect tonight | P 7 —— ne state t att ie New | berer gets only $6,500 a year (plus a 
bu ; lista: seeeil ible lif okayed. Request to the FCC comes | (Tuesday) puts Hale virtually ae | ork h tate Radio Bureau may get aj 14 © cost-of-living bonus), and he 
wMAS. Answers a li sws | from the innocently-named Beverly | the Mutual news staff. Until now wider wasee “fom me mate for thejhas a staff of five, including three 
that both stations lacked radio aww Hills Broadcasting Co., representing | he has worked outside the Mi al next Ascal year, giving it an oppor- | writers. 
“know-how,” they counter. with : ‘ / "9 i vemeiage dk ae . ewe SES seule | tunity to function as it should. eas 
rendering a completely For a while, the bureau, after it| Bureau, its felt, should have a 
was set up more than a year ago, got Staff of about 18 people and a total 
a skeptical reception, especially from a" of about $440,000 for a year. 
operators of stations in New York| While it’s not expected that the Leg- 
City and in the other larger cities islature will spring for quite that 

















as its three major stockholders, A |news room using Associated Pres 
Lester Kelley, of the Kelley Kar | material exclusively 

| Co.; Howard Tullis, of the Tullis Co., With the same sponsor bankrolling 
an advertising agency, and Harold|him, he will be on only Tuesdays 
Anderson, partner in the toney Bev- | and Thursdays. But through the use 


claims of 


| 
Se > 'Y > > ceryvi »? x | 
adequate emergency news s¢ rvicing 


job. 
Robert Donahue, station manager 


for WMAS, Springfield's CBS outlet, erly Hills hotel. \of the news bureau’s facilities he| ~! ge ie maximum program. it ie honed that 

says. “We are not operating oul } Kelley: outfit is or t} taurn’ will pick ip remotes from any ‘spot SrOuEe She Sere Most felt a was th ' wet . be om ; oe . 7 

news service to suit the striking re- | = trie R -_ = own 3 ual te wake’ aks l 7 pe intended to be some kind of a spear- we? von! ere may up the bureaus 

ters, nor any other group. On the | heaviest air ume spenders rhe whe ita er ae Phot re. hot OF | head for ballyhooing Gov. Thomas E. | >udset it least $200,000 for the 

% m ca of years of experience we're | Tullis Co. handles a sizeable chunk | *?**?€SUN& news is happening Dewey’s political aspirations next fiscal year, to give it a chance 
perl the best job we can of putting ~ ae paged wow scattered among oS a ee | Since last April, however, when to do its stuff 

on the air anything we think will be | the local indies. “me hostelry, too, WOKO GETS EXTENSION Miler Heberer forme! prof of radio} Heberer’s bureau sends out spot 

of interest or value to any sizeable | 18 oA 1p ggpoeee The triumvirate | Albany. Dee. 36. |and speech at Kansas State College, | announcements packets messages on 

portion of our audience. As we see it, shoulc ye successful for obvious WOKO. which was to go off the was appointed director of the bureau, | safety, health, etc., for state depart- 


2 cia , ; , } reasons, Pea ‘ } icis ‘ > 
that is our obligations and some air Feb. 1 in accordance with a Us. | ™UC? of that skepticism has been 


; . i | . 
people—in fact, a lot of people, £0 | Opposing them, however, is es-|Supreme Court decision of Dec. 9 dissolved. Feeling now seems to be 
so far as to say we're doing an ex- | tablished indie, KWKW, which seeks 


ments, and pians some transcriptions. 
| These are all placed on stations on a 
|upholding an FCC edict to deny a|@ most universal among ops of the|cuffo basis. A plan is under way 


cellent job.” |} the same channel, 830. Now operat- | license renewal because of concealed 69 stations in the state that there is also to siphon to the radio stations 

Howard S. Keefe, promotion man- ing on 1430, the latter seeks a switch |ownership evidence, has been grant- |@ real place for the bureau. Trouble | around the state some of the state’s 
ager for ABC's outlet, WSPR, and a power change from 1,000 to|ed another temporary extension- wie it now is that it operates on a/| folding money. The State Publicity 
charges that a total misconception 5,000 watts Believed to have ap- | until Mar. 1. loesir ing Bureau currently spends money for 
exists concerning the function of plied previously, KWKW may up- FCC notice of extension was is- | $6,500 for Chief advertising resorts, etc., in magazines 
radio during the newspaper strike. | Set what promises to be a happy |sued “pending action of the mandate For the fiscal year ending March | and newspapers, but none of this 
Radio, he says, is making no attempt picture for some. ‘of the Supreme Court.” 31, 1947, the bureau has a budget of! coin goes to radio 











to supersede the dailies, and only —— 
has the avowed intention of pro- |} 
viding emergency service in giving 
widest possible dissemination of es- 
sential news. 








Keefe adds: “For many a long 
day there has existed on the part of 
newspapers in general an utter lack 
of cordial regard for radio. That 
feeling has not been reciprocated, 
because it has been the conviction <«f 
radio broadcasting that it is in 
wise predestined to replace the 
newspaper. It cannot, in our judge- 
ment; nor shall it ever. This local 
emergency seems to have presented 
to many holding membership in the 
‘Fourth Estate’ what they consider 
an opportunity to say: ‘See! What 
did we tell you?’ There must be 
agreement on the obligation — and 
the extent of it—placed upon radio 
stations in this community by the 
discontinuance of publication of its 
four daily and one Sunday newspa- 
pers; there must be such agreement 
before the evaluation of radio's suc- 
cess in meeting that obligation may 
be rightfully made.” 


‘Aldrich’ Duo to ‘Go Live’ 
For March Dimes Trek 


Jackie Kelk and Ezra Stone, of 
the “Aldrich Family” air show, will 
“go live” when the two stars em- 
bark on a tour of the hospital cir- 
cuit to put on a “Henry and Homer” 
routine for wounded vets. Second 
junket on March of Dimes will fol- 
low. 

Tour tees off Jan, 3-4 in Lyons, 
N. J.; 5-6 in Coatesville, Pa.; 7 in 
Newcastle, Del.; 10-11 in Richmond, 
Va; 12 at Mount Alto Hospital, 
Washington, and 13-14 at Newton 
Baker Hospital, Salisbury, West 

a. 


| OF BETTER SERVICE TO WGN 
Sa ge yt = Regd gg meaty LISTENERS AND ADVERTISERS 


Atlanta, Cleveland, Detroit, Louis- 
ville and Chicago. 

















An aggressive program of expanded radio re- 
Space for Sale 








ception and facilities will be carried out by 

Continued from page 21 | 
Sunday evening tim opens up when WGN in 1947. Our new television station, | 
tym senten to CBS and the 7:30 to : 
Te sadene + peg BE pth Bree WGNA, will be in operation. Our new building 
out solid. Station-time co-ops fill ° ° ° b.8 | 
12:30 to 2:30, and in the afternoon will move towards completion with additional 
there’s only one hour open—15 min- ; ae . 
— of “Ladies Be Seated” and the studio facilities: WGNB will continue to 
eg cages pnd peo ‘ 

S open ° Oo 13U, © = 4 > 4 

9 to 10 and 10:15 to 11. Tuesday furnish FM listeners with top programming. 
nights, 8:15 to 8:30 and 9:30 to 11. 
Wednesday nights, 8:15 to 9:30. We look forward to a year of even greater 





Thursday nights, 8:30 to 11. Friday 
nights, 8 te 8:30. Saturday nights, 8 | 
to 8:30 and 1) to 11. 


Mutual: Sunday afternoon is all 
80ld out. Sunday evening 8:45 to 9 
is for sale. Daytime commercial 


service to the middle west and our advertisers. 


CHICAGO 11 


vacancies include 11 to 11:30 (re- . Ws. 8342 
cently inde aaisauk Gants thee to A Clear Channel Station. ..... ILLINOIS i 

. ( Tuesday: d Thurs- . ° 7 

days); 2:15 to 2:30 in the afternoon: Serving the Middle Wesr ae ce: | ! 

3 to 3:30, 3:30 to 4 and 5 to 5:15. 720 (wa bat 


Open nighttime slots (network time 


. Starts at 8:30) include: Monday, 9:30 On Your Dial (om ees Ly 
to 10; Tuesdays, 8 to 8:30 and 9:30 MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


to 10:15 (latter an immovable sus- 
10: Eastern Sales Office: 
tainer): Gaiaedins. © to Ode ent es ce: 220 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


: Weat Coast Representatives: Keen d Eickelberg 

9:30 to 10:30; Thursdays . iW. i " ngeles 
:30: sdays, 8 to 9 and 235 Montgomery St., San Francisco 4 411 W. Fifth St., Los A 

10 to 10:30; Fridays, 8 to 9 and 9:30 2 , 13 


to 10; Saturdays, 8:30 to 10:30. 
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| —_______——_—-_ (‘ontinued from page 28 —— 
ting KPO from as, far north as; hinting that he was not all there, etc 
Washington state with obvrous ap- Other gus finally got conscience- 
proval of this non-blood and thun- | stricken and told the husband the 
der five times weekly epic in the } truth. Whereupon hubby did away 
tradition of the kid shows which} with his wife. ; 
prospered before the “Tennessee Although familiar stuff, show was 
Jed,” “Tom Mix,” “Supermat and!a socko job commercially Ending 
“Captain Midnight” killer-dillers | was slightly anti-climactic and fell a 
took ove! little short of the pace and tension 
Usit k ned “Cable Cars” through the whole plas Prod C- 
sa \ transport | t y Caplan wa verb, Not a 
rea ail fi ASV Ji Bill . ’ Vas-aue I 
i I with is. ¢ ) ) \liexa i ) ai Lana i 
\ e to good eftec Ea lay r) ¢ , 
i i ) Le ni young iistener Acti u va also on a higt level 
to = irawl on suggested | with Caplan walking off with 
Ss mention the names ol , is tl : 1 Bile Clif 
t} ppet-contrib I i th ire } t 
The formula used by Rol Goodier. Get i Row 
Steinke i almost as old S and ers ) 
t mut it is a welcome relief 1 } i of the produ 
) f the gor goo that is handed | + Laza 
out super-duper spine chill 
Supporting Steinke is Pat Prichard | +4444¢e44O444444O+4OOO64 
who. using a juvenile fals ots simu- ¢ > 
lates the role of Jolly Bill's “niece ‘Follow-up Comment: 
to good effect. She handles the song | + 
end anda the femme chatter. El Sse FSSSSSSEFSSEHS SSS SESH NEF+SHS 
Bowen organist provides compe- 
tent musical support Ted Bert Lahr, Marlene Dietri and 
- — mgs i! Art l hel! Wart, iwotta 
traile ! est WB tft 
POPULAR PLAYHOUSE P é G ere a 
(“Of Unsound Mind”) | n H I 
With Rupert Caplan, Bob Goodier, \ ’ 
Eileen Clifford, Gerald Rowan,/ his own as a guester, ana agall 
tudy Stoeckel rings up the questior lew ho 
Director-preducer: Rupert Caplan | « ume he couldnt click as headmat 
Writer: Harry Junkin |of his ow st ow... Phil Hat 
Music: Alexander Brott } Alice Faye not only g¢ tir be ter 
306 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. | with their ow! Fitch half yur, bu 
Sustaining | almost makes the trade forget why 
CBS Trans-Canada was NB( nervous about thei 
A “Gaslight” in reverse describes Hooper’ Wi chell getting me 
this opus to the letter. Harry Junkin | low But mellow or not, in print or 
took the familiar I’m-going-to-drive- | 0m the air, his stuff S punt hier than 
you-nuts theme used so successfully | &Ver. Must be the Florida climate 
for sock b.o. effect in the fticke1 
“Gaslight” and turned out an ex- 
pertly written, flesh-creeping piece FORT INDUSTRY SELLS 
of work. Tension was held through- 
out for a eompact and gripping 30- WHIZ IN LANESVILLE 
min. show. 
What Junkin did here was to take z " 
a wife whose husband, a wounded | P Toledo, Dec vl 
vet, had just been released from a Fort Industry Co., Toledo, has sold 
mental hospital, and make her the | WHIZ, Zanesville, to three Zanesvilie 
villain of the piece. She’d been play-|men, subject to FCC approval. The 
ing around with some other guy/buyers are Orville B: Littick, presi- 
while her mate was at war, and de-|qdent of the Zanesville Publishing 
cided to get him out of the way by jic¢ 


Co., which publishes 
and the Signal: 


the Times- 


pointing out relapses in his memory, hie brother 
> 


Recordet 




















| Clay Littick, secretary-treasurer and 
| business manager of the firm, and 
Ernest B. Graham, Zanesville at- 
torney 

Littick said the station would be 
operated independently of the pub 
; lishing concern. Application has 
been made for approval of the trans- 


Jan. 1 


| fer 





‘Whistler’ Vice ‘Finegan’ 
| istier Vice Finegan 
| “The Whistler,” mystery drama 
| that got its air audition on CBS dur- 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST > |} ing last summer's hiatus, has been 
ata” 7 in mresktnn” peqee- by Household Finance Co. 
as replacement for “That’s Finegan, 
| Thursday’ s, 10:30-11 p.m. 
Substitute goes in on CBS, except 


Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 















































| 
@ THE VOICES OF MARLIN BLADES @ |in the Pacific area, March 20. On 
JINGLES ' | the Coast, “Finegan” stays on for 
> another sponsor, Signal Oil Co. 
vey > | 
«x that don’t zi) 
° : il 
eo ) 
a JANG LE o | MARKLE’S PLANS INDEF. 
- 5 Fletcher Markle passed through 
ws RADIO'S MOST COMPLETE A | New York enroute to Toronto for 
i holidays, sans mustache and not rec- 
2 EFFECTIVE JINGLE SERVICE m | ognized by some of his acquaintances 
“! YOUR Jingle Sung - or - ¥ I| at CBS where he directed a couple 
i Written, Packaged, Produced: < | of Workshops earlier in 1946. He's 
< o || been with Orson Welles in Cali- 
"LANNY & GINGER’ GREY {c ]) fornia and Mexico. 
545-5th AVE., W. ¥. ©. - AT. 9-4021 |* Future plans indef but director- 
© ADAM HATS, E1C., ETC. e writer does not plan to stay in Can- 











ada where he made his rep. 





























‘Say! Speaking of Champions! They ought to name 
one of these games the Wheaties Bowl!”’ 


owes 


10 ABC SUSTAINERS’ 
‘SHUFFLE ALONG’ TIME 


Ten ABC shows, nearly all sus- 
tainers. are being “moved around in 


y — ! 
the next two weeks in a New Year's 


shuffle edict by veepee Adrian Sam- 
ich. in charge of programming. 
Paul Whiteman Show, which 
had the 8 p.m., Sunday time, 
to the 8:30-9 slot, Wednesdays, for a 
of weeks, then will settle 
into the 9-9:30 Wednes- 
Jan. 29 Sunday 
swit 
Authol to 
into 
30, an 
day at 8 


has 
goes 


couple 
time, 
Other 
hed are 
Thursday at 9 
“Stump 
“Willie 
30 


down 
day alter 

yeing “Stump 
' 30: 
‘lock place, 
Sunday at Piper,” 


to Wedne 


hout he 
O'Neill: going 
time, and Maupin’ 
into the 10 o'clock slot 
Fat Man” vacates the Mon- 
lav night at 8:30 time for “New 
\dvent Sherlock Holmes,” 
hich from Saturday 
into the 8- 
“So You 
also to 
vacating its 
And “Court 
rom Fri- 


an 
9-30 Rex 
orchestra 


ine 


of 
moves over 
‘ht. “Fat Man” 
8:30 time Fridays 
Lead a Band” 
ight, at 9:30 


iv i snot time 


ires 


L£0CS 
p.m 
Want to 
Vionday ! 
rhursd 

: = 

vi Aart 


Sunday at 6 


POeCS 


at 8 to 





Adman Ups 


Continued from 
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The 
have 


took fact that so- 
not ¢c 
ship 


auaience 


over. 


met ome Up 


ith any showman 
enough to wrest 
nmercial programs, seem: 
the proof necessary. 


powerful 
interest 
to 
officer of the 
writes Jack 
did 


that not one 
Tobacco Co. 
‘ram. Not 
McGee and Molly 
batch of wax to 
improbable that 
has written so 
usable gag fol 


It’s true 
American 
Bent y's prog 

Fibber 

hile waiting for a 
boil. It is highly 
Lord 
much 
Hope. 

Producers Don't Write 


But 
written 
The 


Leverhulme 
as one 
‘Em 
how many plays have 
by Charles B. Dilling 
Theatre Guild? How 
tion pictures have the Warner Bros. 
or Louis B. Mayer ever sweated out 
over a hot typewriter? They're 
producers, angels, as it were, to the 
creative artists of the theatre 


ham or 
many mo- 


pictures. That's the role advertisers 
play in radio. | 

How wisely they select the pro- | 
ductions they'll finance and how 


wisely they cast them is the measure 
of their showmanship. And 
measure is again measured by the 
wisdom with which they choose the 
men to create and/or carry on their 
successes. Give radio back to the 
showmen? What showmen? 
ones who didn’t have enough show- 
manship to realize what they 
when they had it? 


to be born with a stage-brace in 
your mouth to be a showman. It’s 
|}a quality inherent in many men of 
|; many callings. A doctor can be a 
playwright. A sailor can be an 


author. A couple of real estate op- 
erators can produce Broadway hits. 


She anship is merely the ability 
to be successful in show business. 
If radio is showbusiness, it is cer- 
tainly successful showbusiness, or 
how is so much money being made 
in it? On this basis the men who 


make it successful are showmen and 
these men are, for the most part, 
either advertising men or men .se- 
lected and deputized by advertising 
men to act for them, just as all cre- 


ative people are selected and depu- | 


tized to work for the capital behind 
any chow. 
Sometimes writers and producers 


create independently and sell their 
creation 


to an advertiser. Other 
/ advertisers prefer to employ skilled 
writers and producers to create | 
specially for them. Whichever way 
it works, it’s working. Just as it's 
always worked in the theatre and 


In pictures. And if there’s anything 
wrong 
setup it’s in direct proportion to 
wrong in every other pro- 
fessional, artistic and business setup. 
None is perfect. 

If advertisers sometimes butt into 
the jobs of the writers and direc- 
tors, so, too, does the money 
Broadway and in Hollywood dictate 
to the creative echelon. But adver- 
tising men are attacked for doing 
what bankers and other angels do. 
Actually the only real difference is 
that radio, with the deference it 
to its elders and the self- 
consciousness of youth, defends it- 
self from attack by apologizing. It's 
time radio stopped apologizing and 
started blowing as hard as most big 


what's 


| successes blow. 


Johnson | 


Bob | 


been | 


and | 


——e 
ther, 

this | 
| Elmer 
| there a personality covering foreign 


The | 


had | to build a peace-world frame of ref- 
You don't have | 


with radio under the present | 


on | 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Among the four network flagships in New York, WOR (Mutual) is the 
only one that leads the city’s principal indies ia the number of commer 
The NBC, ABC and CBS key stations in the city are ali 
behind four of the town’s independent local outlets, 

These are among a mass of figures, embracing a 600-page report with 
18.000 entries, made up for the New York market by Radio Reports, Ine, 
This monitoring outfit clocked and counted the commercials On nine N. Y, 
for 


cials aired. » ia 
that respect, 


stations a week, Dec. 4-10, logging every commercial by type, length, 
who delivered it, at what time, including every airer from 7 a.m. to 11 
p.m., during the period. 

Warning that the log shows, primarily “the commercial traffic on the 
stations and, to some extent, the nature of that traffic,” but not the dollar. 
volume of the commercial business on the tations, RR does indicate the 
competitive picture of payola plugs in the market. It proves the conten- 
tion of the flags! ips that they don't crowd so many commercials into t eir 
schedul since some of them take no spot business at all with the possible 
exception of time signal 

In the order of the number of commercials, the log lists the nine k iding 
stations as follows: WOR, WHN, WNEW, WMCA, WINS, WNBC, W4JZ, 
WCBS, and WQXR 

An antenna that glistens isn't necessarily a gold mine and the peculiar 
public feeling that millions are to be made in radio station operation can 
be vividly disproved, as witness one example in the west. In a town not 
too distantly north and east of Hollywood there's an indie station that has 
n its yeal of existence dropped $40,000 for its owners A tee ile that never 
eally rated it ) outlet, it is one of the many getting the first or an 

tatior thank to the blind eagerness of veterar and ot! 

rg f the FCC Without thought to result o long as ap- 
» ints qu fy under the regulations, the FCC is ladeling out station it 
ana lerated pace Green newcomers to the business and, in some cases, 
those with a foot in—and no business brains, i.e., announcers, engineers 
et al, are stepping in Foregoing is a prime example of an engineer gone 
owner-mahage! vith serious regrets, and who would now just as eagerly 
sell, 

Capitol Records and Transcriptions is attempting to build good will for 
its products by supplying cuffo live shows to newcomer radio stations in 
the west. The plattery sends shows comprised of its talent roster and 
production staff to preeming stations for live inaugural programs. In 
return, it's presumed that Cap gets an edge purchases of disks and 
library service. Those stations already benefiting are KLOK, San Jose, 
and KIST, Santa Barbara; KOAT, Albuquerqe, and KTRC, Santa Fe. The 
latter is now being lined up, with Cap paying the freight. 

Sig Schy is pressing the Al Jolson albums at $48.96 each—he has over 100 
orders to date—at World Broadcasting, as an independent proposition, 
away from Barry Gray Latter didn't want WOR to get complicated 
(Decca was threatening suit, etc.) so turned everything over to Schy. The 

| Jolson album is the result of an interview he did ad lib with the disk 
jockey some months ago. 

A service which is to specialize in public and private financing for the 
radio industry has been set up by Stark & Co., Inc., of New York. Outfit 
will also handle negotiations for sale and purchase of radio properties. 
Howard E. Stark, formerly with Lehman Bros., is prexy of the firm; 


Stan- 
ley Rubin is veepee; Sonia Bram is secretary. 











Pioneer Spirit 


Continued from page 25 











tion into many of those shows. Fur- 
there is a continuity there. 
People listen to Gabriel Heatter or 
Davis because the personali- 
ties had been built up. Where 


DO YOU 
NEED MONEY? 
HM-M-M? 


is 
news now? 


Crystal Set Thinking 
“Radio has not taken the trouble 


erence for its 
| During the war, 
came on with 


foreign pick-ups. 
when Ed Murrow 
This Is London. . .’ 


people knew, saw, felt, sometimes 
smelled and tasted London. Now a 
guy comes on and says ‘This Is Ber- Baltimore, Maryland— 


lin,’ but it isn’t Berlin—it’s a guy 
reading something from some place, 


Ralph Powers, who wakes 
and that place could be New York or 


Hollywood just as credibly. The | up Maryland 6 days a 
novelty of listening to a man just _ a . “1 . 
because he is in Berlin or Rio de week, asked fot contribu 
Janeiro, instead of New York o1 


tions toward an airplane 
fund during the war. The 


Washington, has long since worn off. 
There were times when picking up 


Cincinnati on a crystal set was also 





exciting. But both those excitements | river of money that 

belong to a dead era. Only, in the | poured in bought nota tail 

case of foreign coverage, radio’s im- | 5 

agination went dead with the era | assembly— -not a motor— 
“Foreign news can pay off, in pub- | , ' 

|lic service, and in sponsorship, if | but two Martin Bombers! 

any one in radio tried to build it, | 

|make it interesting, give it life and | 4 1 - — 

showmanship. The Hoopecratings For WFBR is a living, 


might take six months or so in reach- 
ing respectability. But Fred Allen | 
didn’t land among the Top 15 over- | 
night, either. The difference is that | 
in most types of service radio cares | 
about improvements. In the case of | 


breathing radio station not 
just a spot on a dial. 
WFBR offers all the gla- 


foreign news, radio has convenient- | mor of Radio City ” 
ly folded up and died. But the blame| smaller replica “ studio 
is not the listener's; it’s the broad-| ” ; ; 

casting industry's.” audiences — product dis- 


plays—all the plusses that 


Wylie Play to Dowling 


Max Wrylie’s play on India which 
was under option for some time with 
the Theatre Guild has now passed 


smart advertisers want 
and buy. It pays to adver- 


tise Radio Station 


on 


into hands of Eddie Dowling for ; 
prospective Broadway production. WFBR. Ask the Blair man 
Wylie, radio program supervisor : y alti 

ylie, uper vi ower alti- 
employed at Young & Rubicam and or write WFBR, B 
brother of novelist Philip Wylie, more. 


takes a strong anti-imperialist slant 
in his play, it’s said. 

Wylie is just out of hospital after 
emergency op. 
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MGM Records to Roll in Jan; 20th-Fox 
To Buy Jack Robbins’ 26%, in Pub Cos. 


Shortly after the new year Metro * 
expects to have its decks cleared in 
two directions. MGM Records will 
pressing in January, utilizing 





Harriman, Aquarium Op, 


start “8 Buys Mardi Gras, N.Y. Site 
; Zenith radio stores as mercnan- 
the Zeni' ; E 3en Harriman, operato. t} 
dis ng outlets and the long nego- > l “ le | alol Ol Lné 
ising . = , . A sta j 
jjating deal for 20th Century-Fox 1quarium Restaurant, New Yo 
auins 7 ” one has bought the buildi housing th 
to take over Jack Robbins’ 20% | D@sS BORN 1€ DUlIdINg Ne Ing ie 
) ak = \ 1} . C y xD is to ID 
interest 1n the Big Three (Robbins Mardi Gra ana expect to occupy 
F sf nd Miller Music Corps.) | the site in early February Talent 
eist a , ; . “tgs. cae . we ww ¢ safe h . 
will be consummatea., Robbins’ slice policy and name for a cafe he ex- 
= ' iY ‘ 
ad ! > « t me 7 th rai "© 
{ the three firms was purchased by pects to open on the Mardi Gra: 
0 a ite hasn't been selected yet. Harri- 
Metro six months aZzo : : : 
Metro will sell to 20th-Fox the; man also Owns the Metropole, near- 
Robbins interest for the same $675,- , DY Yrestaural which uses oid-time 
. ae 4 , 7 cir tal 4 
000 gross amount for which it bought | Song and music talent 


Idea is to make a 
20th-Fox’s more active 
publishing 


out Robbins 
profit from 
participation in the 


Harry Finklestein, Mardi Gras” op, 
has been notified to move 
early in January. 


his opera- 


ad- | tion: 


junct — 20th has about 11 more! Meanwhile, reports have been cur- 
years to go under a 20-year contract rent that the Aquarium had been 
with Robbins- Feist-Miller, it’s bee sold to a cafeteria firm. Harriman 
an open secret that it couldn't con- | emphatically denies it saying that 
trol iis songsmiths Mack Gordon the name band showcase will con- 
segued to Bregman-Vocco-Conn, for | tinue. Gene Krupa and Louis Prima 
instance When an Ira Gershwin | have contracts to open there to fol 
does a score (such as the upcoming | jow the current Lionel Hampton. 
“Miss Pilgrim”) that means he pub- 

lishes it through his own Max Dre 

is connections. AIG P ff 

: Even Metro couldn’t keep Harry Cosmo In ayo 

Warren happy and had to set up a 

a idiary pilot for that song- | (Plus $16,000 Owed) 
smith, after buying off E. H. (Buddy) 

Morris’ hold on Warren for around | To Mcintyre Orch 


$50,000. 
Joe Moskowitz and Bill Michel for 
290th-Fox, and Lep Friedman and 


Though the Cosmopolitan Records 
label has, during the past month or 
Charlie Moskowitz for Loew-Metro | S0, been doing some sharp weaving 
are consummating the details where- | and bobbing to avoid knockout 
by both film companies become part- | Punches by creditors, never having 


nered in the music publishing firms | reached the point of prestige in the 
more actively. recording field promised for it when 

However. they will not be linked | first set up, the firm has paid some 
in MGM Records which outfit is| interesting monies to at least one 


under Moskowitz-Friedman’s general of the bands it records. 


executive supervision, with Marvin! Hal McIntyre, since he entered 
Schenck, Frank Walker, Henry My- ,into a Cosmo deal guaranteeing him 
erson and Jesse Kaye (Holly wood) | $50,000 a year against royalties, ! 


handling the talent. Latter 
Lauritz Melchior, Kate Smith. Jimmy 
Dorsey and eventually is expected | 
to bring in many Metro film person- | 


includes | w 
a flat per-date deal substituted, 
collected approximately $41,500 
cash in 11 months and is currently 


hich subsequently was broken and | 
has | 
in | 





Producer-Composer 


Arthur Sch 


presents 
“The Dreyfus Case” 


(an intimate closeup of the one 
and only Mox Dreyfus) 


wartz 








* * * 


an editorial feature 
of the 
41st Anniversary Number 
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Out Next Week 


After 35 Years 
Berlin's Top Song 
Is “White Xmas’ :: 


By ABEL GREEN 
The saga of a single popular song, 
| which today looms as perhaps the 
| world’s most valuable single copy- 
|right, revolves around Irving Ber- 
lin’s “White Christmas.” In more 
than a third-of-a-century as a song- 

Berlin finds that this song, 











smith 
written as part of a Paramount pic- 
ture score (“Holiday Inn”) some five 


years ago, is not only his all-time 
| bestseller, but, if he elected—or if 
lany other music publisher had no 


other song in his catalog—it could 
make him a pretty good living indef. 


“White Christmas” has hold 2,300,000 | 


copies of sheet music to date: 
000 records, 
alone sold 2,000,000, and, 
to Decca prexy Jack Kapp, will hii 
another half-million this year, and 
thus looms as the type of ballad 
(Continued on pa Be 33) 


Hilton Quits As 


alities of the calibre of Judy Gar- | owed another $16,000 by the firm. As 
land, Jose Iturbi, Gene Kelly, et al.,/a result, McIntyre has drawn more 
when contractual commitments pe r-|money from Cosmo in cash, plus | 
mit |what he’s owed (for which he’s 

\placed a claim with the American 


Federation of Musicians), than the 


* e 
S S d te majority of bandleaders tied to ma- 
epla yi Ica jor firms have been able to earn 
during the past year. The sum he 


has collected 
people familiar with Cosmo’s career 
Los Angeles, Dec. 30 
Syndicate headed by Eddie ; 


since last Jan. 1, and it may even 
be increased in the event the firm 
'catches up to its royalty statements | 
and McIntyre is found to have more | 
“Rochester” Anderson is evincing 
interest in buying Avodon ballroom Total he has received so far, how- 
and turning spot into a straight- ever, puts him among the better- 
policy Negro nitery. It is under-| paid recording artists with the ex- 


coming on the basis of sales. 





stood that Joe Louis will be invited | ception of the very best names on 
into picture to share with Anderson | major labels. 

front billing. Three nights last week | Cosmo. incidentally, recorded 
Anderson prowled the ballroom, siz- | again recently, doing an album of 
ing up operations and talking with | “Cluny, the Clown” with an orches- 


Jack Rogers, owner. 

Reportedly, Rogers wants $400,000 | 
for his investment in site, “shich | 
bowed last May and has had rather | 


| tra of approximately 40 men. Date 


$6,000. 


seems unbelievable to | 


cost somewhere between $5,000 and | 


| Musicraft Prez 


| 


Peter “Hilton, president of Mu- 
sicraft Records, resigned that post 
llast week and expects to go back 
‘into the advertising business. He 


| was with the Maxon agency before 


‘moving into the Musicraft picture | 
about a year ago. His duties will be 
‘taken over, for the present, by 
Irving M. Felt, president of Mu- 
|sicraft Recording Corp. 

There have been 
| ports during the past few weeks | 
‘over changes in personnel at Mu- 
sicraft. These followed the ntry 
of the Atlas Corp. into the company’s 
| financial picture. Atlas handed .Mu- 
| Sicraft the first installment on a coin 
| deal several weeks ago and en 
said to amount to about $400,000, 
|due in mid-January. 


6,000,- | 
of which Bing Crosby ' 


. ” iday) 
according | da; 


consistent re- | 


| municipal audi 


Road, In-Town Salary Differences 
Create Payoff Problem for Maestros 
In Formula to Cut Operating Costs 





Minn. AFM Local Refuses 
Debate With Newspaper 
Minne Dec. 30 
After hitting back at the Sunday 
letter 


could not ve iaentined 


apolls, 


ibune for running a over a 
name which 
r directory, which criticised 
the musicians’ union here for its de- 
mands for musicians at the 
Murk 
news- 


columns 


standby 
torlum, 
union president, 
| paper's 


George 
declined the 
invitation to use its 


| to explain the union’s position pub- 
| licly. 
Letter, published in the paper's 


forum column, 
to justify its 
e xplanat ion 


challenged the union 
Murk’s only 
that 
rati- 


y-Operatea, that its decisions are 
; 
t 


demands. 
to the 


ians’ 


Tribune wa 


" 


“the music inion is demo 
mace Dy a majority 
does not disc 
in the 
| floor.’ 


vote and tnat 1 
uss questions or policies 


newspapers, but on the union 


Charlie Ross Shifts 
To Rep., World In 


Expansion Move 


Charlie’ Ross, 


formerly general 
professional manager of Barton 
Music, shifted to Republic and 
|World Music firms yesterday (Mon- 


the move inaugurating plans 


to expand both companies 


Barton at least partially because he | 


wound up in the middle of the 
'months-old_ situation between Ben 
Barton and Hank Sanicola on one 
side and Frank Sinatra on the 
other 


| 
| 


| shares 


‘have a chance. 


Sinatra, owner of 
Barton stock along 
holdings by the other 
figured on getting 


two-thirds of 
with similar 
two, originally 
out of the 


and Sanicola. 
portion of his 
Sinatra, 


Ross was to get a 
returned holdings. 
however, is keeping his 

even though he’s no longer 

actively connected with the firm, 


and since neither Barton nor Sani- 
‘cola could give Ross a portion of 
their pieces without becoming 


minorority stockholders, Ross didn’t 
He therefore cut 
out. 


Coincidental with Ross’ move to 
Republic and World, Allan Ross, his 
brother, moved from T. B. Harms to 
be with him. Sherman Brande also 
left Barton with him to join Frank 
Abramson and Jack Schiffman, who 
have been with World and republic 
for some time. A Chicago office and 
‘representative are being added, and 
a Coast branch will be opened. 











rugged going since. Rogers holds 
14-year lease on property and pays 
approximately $600 weekly rental. 
He spent approximately $285,000 re- 
decorating the spot. 

When current Count Basie band | 
opened at Avodon three weeks ago, | 
management lowered color bar and 
commenced admitting Negro cus- | 
tomers along with white. Biz blos- 
sOmed and during recent weeks site | 
has been only ballroom hercabouts 
doing well. 


Cap Records Nabs 
Over 10 Million To 
Double 45 Period 


Capitol Records, 





now looked upon 
as the fourth major record manu- 
facturer, along with RCA-Victor, 
Columbia and Decca, turned up an 


earnings statement here last week 
Which justifies the labelling. For 
the 10 months ended Oct. 31 last 
Capitol just about doubled its 1945 
billings for the similar period, rak- 
mg in $10,331,195 as compared to the 
$6.391.685 gross of the éntire 12 


months of last year 

Out of this, the company realized 
a net income of $736,263 after pre- 
ferred dividends, taxes, etc., to pay 
$1.60 per share on the 430,000 shares 
of common outstanding. 

What caused the sales and subse- 


quent earnings jump was Capitol’s 
buyout last year of the Scranton 
Record Manufacturing Co. setup 





This gave the company a sizeable 


OF 


ARIETY 


JANUARY 8 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


Alst Anniversary Number 


+ Various 


Ross left | 


firm 
and selling his piece back to Barton | 


4 | “Mallard” 














jump in production. ———— 


and 
with the prob- 


top 


their managers, 


name 
faced 


maestros 


lem of reducing operating costs to 
coincide with reduced b.o. takes. are 
cudgeling their bral endeavoring 
to work out trick methods of pay- 
nent to musicians. It’s all caused by 
fact that, no matter how they 
look at the problem of getting costs 
iOown ta more reasonadie evel: a 
musician working in town and one 
working the road are two different 
personalities, and the twain just 
won't meet at certain pay levels. 
With rooms on the road that went 
at one time for $1.50 a night now 
calling for $3 and up, meals just 


about 
and 


doubled in 
other 

expensive, a 
mighty 


price, and laundry 
necessities difficult and 
road salary that looked 
attractive prewar won't keep 
musicians in smokes these days. As 
result, maestros are having a diffi- 
ult time making in-tow and out- 
of-town with the 
sums they want to pay on an average 
a period 
One leader i: 


salaries coincide 
ovel 
trying to develop an 
idea whereby his men will get so 
much over scale for one job, the 
overage applying to another on 
| which he won't be able to afford a 
high price. This figuring, however, 
is constantly being interrupted by 
varying AFM scales and the risk of 
paying below the minimum, to 
which a higher salary somewhere 
else might apply to strike an ave- 
rage. This formula, the leader feels, 
leaves him open to union retaliation 
if any of his men become disgruntled 
for one reason or another. He’s still 
; burning the candle trying to figure 
it out. 


Air Line Hypo 
By Lombardos 


Long Island Airways, new local] 
line operating out of New York, 
which was inaugurated last summer 
{by Guy and Carmen Lombardo in 
conjunction with music publisher 
Lester Santly, will be considerably 
enlarged next season when it re- 
sumes schedules. Service has al- 
ready been granted a charter to 
operate planes on regular runs be- 
tween N. Y. and Albany, following 
the Hudson river, and expects to 
secure added grants to operate on 
schedule up into New England's 
summer resorts. 

After running all summer be- 
tween N. Y. and Long Island shore 
and fishing points, with a terminus 
at Montauk Point, the line ceased 
operation for the summer, and the 
planes it used transferred to Florida. 
Lombardo completed a deal with 
Pan-American for the use of larger 
type ships and transferred 
four smaller “Widgeon” types to 
charter work between Miami and 
Bimini, fishing center off the Florida 
/coast. All will be returned north 
| next spring to resume along with a 
| batch of new planes which will be 
delivered to the line by then. 








Thayer Quits MCA, 
| Lombard in Vamp 





From Wm. Morris 


Two major booking agency ex- 
ecutives quit their posts last week, 
immediately starting rumors that 
j;they were dissatisfied with bonus 
| checks, etc. First was Lyle Thayer, 
co-head with Eames Bishop of the 
band department of Music Corp. of 
'America’s Hollywood office. Other 
is Pat Lombard, head of William 
Morris agency’s band division in 
Chicago. 

Thayer, with MCA 12 years, inter- 
rupted by two and a half years with 
| Kay Kyser, during which time. how- 


ever. he was on MCA’s payroll, re- 
'signed the day before Xmas, ef- 
fective immediately. His move was 


inot connected with bonus money: it 
was simply a general dissatisfaction, 
jalthough the split was amicable. His 
future is at the moment indefinite. 

Lombard’s resignation also had 
jnothing to do with bonuses since 
,Morris agency Xmas checks haven't 


yet been distributed. His move is 
\effective tomorrow (Wednesday). 
|His future is also indef. 
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In a week as unenterprising as 
this, the release of an album of fine 


new show tunes is likely to be a 
greater satisfaction than it might 
be in more prolific times. RCA- 


Victor's set of songs from “‘Finian’s 


Rainbow.” however, needs no such 
backhanded compliment. It would 
sound good any week. Fact that 
“Finian’s Rainbow” has yet to open 
in New York makes this album a 
rather special undertaking. Record 


ly make it a 


has established 


companies usual point 


to wait until a show 


itself on Broadway before investing 
in its music. Victor, therefore, has 
shown unprecedented faith. If the 


music is any indication of the show's 


all-round merit, however, we don't 
think Victor has a worry in the 
world. “Finian's Rainbow” has a 


distinguished score 
With admirable backing from Russ 





Case and his band, Audrey Marsh 
Best Bets 
Dance—“There’s No Holding 


Me” (Freddy Martin), 
Hillbilly—*Cool Water” (Sons 
of the Pioneers). 
Ballad—‘That's the Beginning 
of the End” (Cass Daley), 
“When I'm Not Near the Girl I 
Love” (Jimmy Blair), “Old Devil 


Moon” (Jimmy Carroll), “Look 
to the Rainbow” (Audrey 
Marsh), “Bless You” (The Ink 
Spots). 

Hot—“At Sundown” (Tommy 


Dorsey). 








sings “How Are Things in Glocca 
Morra?;” the Deep’ River’ Boys 
“Necessity:” Jimmy Blair “When I'm 


Not Near the Girl I Love;” Carroll 
and the Guild Choristers “That 
Great Come and Get It Day;” Miss 


Marsh and the Choristers “Look to 
the Rainbow;”’ Miss Marsh, Carroll, 
and the Choristers “If This Isn't 
Love;” Miss Marsh and Blair “Some- | 
thing Sort of Grandish;” and Carroll 
“Old Devil Moon.” Of these eight | 
Burton Lane-Yip Harburg numbers, | 
at least three—*When I'm Not Near | 
the Girl I Love,” “Look to the Rain- | 
bow,” and “Old Devil Moon” sound | 
like Hit Parade stuff. Diskbox oper- | 
ators would be wise to stock up on} 
them. It goes without saying that 
this is an album for both jocks and 
home consumers. It is a collection 
of better-than-average songs ac- 
corded  better-than-average  treat- 
ment. This set should do handsomely. 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 


| Avenue,” 





That Victor is going all out for 
“Finian’s Rainbow” is further proved 
by Charlie Spivak’s latest release, 


| 








very well in Wur- 
patronized by the 
kids. “To Me” should appeal to 
swoonaties. T. D. tans will want 
“Sundown” for their collections 
This, as we've already has 
been a week for and 
difficult to work up 
the 
leases however, a 
items which sound as if theyll pas 
The Sons of 
mbling Tumble- 
Water” (Decca) 
proficient hillbilly 
for the cactus 
Martin’s “Save Me 
a Dream” and “There’s No Holding 
Me” (Victor), both will assail you 
from the nickelodeons 
an extract f the musical 


should do 
litzer locations 


ance, 


said, 
dreary disks 
extremely; 
much 


it’s 
over most of re- 


few 


steam 
There are, 
their freight. One ls 
the Pioneers Ti 
“Cool 
highly 
cinches 
Freddy 


veeds” and 
Both are 
iobs al d 


corners 


from “Park 
is the face we personally 


prefer, but there is reason to 


pect that its reverse will do the 
business. Both are extremely dance- 
able. Clyde Rogers is the vocalist 
In eacn instance 


It seems likely that Tony Martin's 


Mercury of “Years and Years Ago” 


and “Sonata” will provide him with 
another jukeroo to follow his 
“Rumors Are “lying.” Martin has a 


when he 


like 


puts it 
these, 


2 
voice ana 


p ash 


boudoir 


items 


to work on 


the nickels pour in. 

Other hits of the week’s releases 
are The Ink Spots’ “Bless You” and 
“Address Unknown” (Decca) and 
Hoagy Carmichael’s “Talking Is a 
Woman” (Decca). The Spots’ “Bless 
Me” is one of their customary work- 


outs and, as such, is guaranteed a 
play by both the pancake 
turners and the jukoperators. Car- 
michael, who would seem to be one 
of the hottest things in the music 
business at the moment, does nicely 
with the novelty “Talking.” It’s in 
his idiom. Backing is his own “Old 
Buttermilk Sky.” Inasmuch as we 
have unkind memories of “Canyon 


+3. ] 
sizable 














Program Two 
“Dodging a Divorcee’’—Regi- 
nald Forsythe (Columbia). 


“Song of India” — Tommy 
Dorsey (Victor). 

“Sugarbush” and “The Cape- 
town Girls’ — Josef Marais 
(Decca), 

“Am I Blue?” — Muggsy 


Spanier (Disc). 

“T'll Close My Eyes”—Mildred 
Bailey (Majestic). 

“Don’t Be That Way’—Benny 
Goodman (Victor). 

“The Sheik” — Red Nichols 
(Brunswick). 








which couples “If This Isn't Love” | Passage,” in which it was featured, 
with “Old Devil Moon.” Former is | We cannot be objective about “But- 
chirped by The Stardreamers, the | termilk Sky,” but we must admit 
latter by an unidentified gal. She | that there are those who seem to 


is really bad, by the way, and Victor 
is being very merciful in not nam- 
ing ker. The Stardreamers are much 








Suggested Programs 
“Are All My Favorite Bands 
Playing or Am I Dreaming?” 


(Victor). Bud Freeman is the 
unidentified vocalist in this 
Satiric classic. 

“Davenport Blues” — Adrian 


Rollini (Decca). 

“I Can't Miss That Ball Game” 
—Frank Luther (Decca). 

“The Man I Love’—Mary Lou 
Williams (Disc). 

“When I’m Not Near the Girl 
I Love"—Jimmy Blair (Victor). 

“Divorce Me C. O. D.”—Marle 
Travers (Capitol). 

“What Is This Thing Called 
Love?” — Tommy Dorsey (Vic- 
tor). 








more competent, but still nothing to 
write home about. All in all, this 
isn’t much of a record. 


| like it. 
If you are curious about hearing 


on records, you might look 
“New Fifty-Second Street Jazz” 
(Victor). It is really incredible. 
Emphasis is on a thing known vari- 
ously as re-bop or be-bop. For fur- 
ther details, see the inside-the-cover 
explanation offered by the kid who 
presumably supervised the record- 
ings. Being nothing if not a busi- 
nessman, he also managed to include 
a composition of his own in the al- 
bum. Chief exponent 
would seem to be a trumpet player 
named Dizzy Gillespie—Who turns 
out to be a real virtuoso wasting 
his time and talent on something 
|pretty silly. The album has one 
| Virtue, however. It is Pete Brown's 
, work on alto saxophone. 


GOODMAN RE-SIGNS 


into 











Record contract expired recently, 


Cass Daley is out on Decca this | was re-signed by that company last 
week with “That's the Beginning of | 
the End” and “Mama’s Gone Good- | 


bye.” As things turn out, she is 


week, Goodman elected to remain 
with Columbia after long talks with 


(for us anyway) a far more exciting rival disk manufacturers. M-G-M, in 
vocalist than she is a wag. For one particular, was hot after the clar- 


thing, 
singers — over-sentimentalize, and, ! 
for another, she has a clear strong | 


she doesn’t—like most girl! 


| inetist, offering a deal said to have 
been far beyond his Columbia terms. | 


voice which she employs with a! And he’s one of Columbia's highest 
minimum of tricks. We like these paid artists. 


faces and commend them to jukes, ; 
jocks, and home buyers. 

Two extracts from “The Fabulous | 
Dorseys’'—Walter 


Goodman, currently on the Coast, 


| from where he originates his Lucky 


Strike commercial with Victor 


Donaldson's age-| Borge, will cut his first sides this 


less “At Sundown” and “To Me”| week under the new agreement. 
make up Tommy Dorsey’s newest Columbia is also issuing an album 
Victor, “Sundown,” a fine perform- of some of his past hits. 


“Holding,” 


SUS- | 


some of the worst music ever put | 


of be-bop | 


WITH COL. RECORDS 


Benny Goodman, whose Columbia | 


| John G. Paine 
(General Manager of 
ASCAP ) 


stresses 
“The Significance of 
| Music in International 
Relations”’ 


* * * 


an editorial feature in the 
41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
Out Next Week 











Totem Pole’s Low 


Prices ($1.50 Couple) 
A Factor in Big Biz 


Boston, Dec. 30. 
Totem Pole Ballroom, near here, 
has been doing a healthy business all 
through the fall while all 
other dance spots locally have been 
as far off their feed as the rest of the 


and winte1! 


country, Roy Gill, Totem Pole opera- 
tor, ascribes the condition to only 
one thing—“low prices.” He _ has 


scaled his house at $1.50 per couple, 
plus tax, for Wednesday night, Fri- 
day and Saturday, the only days he’s 
open during the winter, and doesn’t 
vary the tap. 

This means, points out Gill, that 
patrons heading for his spot 
that an entire evening at the Totem 
can't cost them more than 
mately $3 a couple, including re- 
freshments. He doesn’t dispense beer 
or liquor, only soft drinks and ice 
cream, etc. 
most of the time which supply 
straight dance music only. Occasion- 
ally, a name is bright in, but when 
this happens prices almost 
remain the same. 

Gill feels that the same thing will 
occur with other dance spots which 
use name bands exclusively once the 


latter’s price quotations are whipped | hair thrush, does well vocally. Male 
| into line, allowing promoters to post | member, Bobby Beers, is strong on 


| more acceptable admission taps. 


JAMES’ EASTERN TRIP 
_ STILL UP IN THE AIR 
| 


Whether Harry James’ orchestra 
will be able to come east in Febru- 
ary, as planned, is now uncertain. 
Musie Corp. of America, which has 
been endeavoring to get the leader to 
forsake California during the win- 
ter for the first time in several years, 
has had no definite answer one way 
or the other, the possibility of a new 
picture chore at 20th-Fox during that 
month being responsible for the de- 
lay. 

If James does come east, MCA is 
trying to get him to do theatre work, 
a line of effort he has not gone into 
in several years. Location work is 
| also planned. 


Cardinal Tag Dispute 
Looms Between Waxers 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Joe MacCaughtry, prez of the 
Cardinal Co., radio program pack- 
agers and transcription recorders, 
has protested use of the label nanie 
“Cardinal” by new _  pop-plattery 
headed by Harry Bank. Although 
MacCaughtry’s firm does not market 
disks for pop consumption, claim 
is that name is copyrighted and has 
been registered in 11 states and that 
company someday may invade the 
record biz and in that event would 
use tag. 

First beef to Bank has been via 
mail, but MacCaughtry states he is 
going to N. Y. on Jan. 11, at which 
time he will see Bank, if latter has 
not switched label by that time. 
Bank announced formation of his 
new firm earlier this month and al- 
ready has prepped two sides by 
| Charlie Barnet and inked Martha 
| Raye for an album. 














salons 
| 

| 

Xmas Bonuses Okay 
| siderably in recent months, 
| dropped the income of the various 
| booking agencies far below the norm 


|to executives anc 
in most instances maintained last 
year’s pace. Probable reason is the 
| lifting of excess profits taxes, which 
allowed more cream 
billings were down overall. 

Among music publishers, the same 





have been slow for a much longer 
period. 


always | 


of the past few years. Xmas bonuses | 
other employees | 





Band Reviews 


GEORGE TOWNE ORCH (1!) 
With Mary Anne Wayne, Howard 
Reese, Russel Drew 
Edison Hotel, N. Y. 
Probably the only lawyer fronting 
a band in these parts, George Towne 
presents a clean cut crew for terpers 
who like it smooth and soft. After 
a summer stay at the Pelham Heath 











Inn, band is at the Green Room until 
after the first of the year. 


Towne uses his 4 brass, 4 reed and 
| 


13 rhythm in exactly the style called 


| 


| 


| 


} 





know | 


approxi- | 





And he uses local bands | 


} 


| 
| 





| 


| 


| 





While business has been off con- 
which | 
| Christmas Song (Burke-VH) ...........0.. 


| 


even though | 


condition held. And sales of music | Sonata (Oxford) 





for by his surroundings. Not for 
hipsters or the Broadway crowd, 
band plays it straight and sweet, 


sticking to pops and standards. With- 
out much in the way of originality, 
band has the usual muted brass rid- | 
ing a light reed melody, keeping the | 
floor crowded but not disturbing | 
ringside conversation. 


Maestro fronts well, taking an oc- | 
casional chorus with chirver Mary | 
Ann Reese. Gal makes efficient use 
of a small voice. Out of the sax sec- 
tion, Howard Reese is adequate, but | 
grooming for male vocalist is being | 
given Russell Drew. Latter is good- | 
looking youngster who needs only | 
the poise that comes with experi- 
ence to become one of the better 
workmen around Tomm. 


LAWRENCE WELK ORCH. (14) 
With Joan Mowery and Bobby Beers 
Trianon Ballroom, Chi. 

While most bands have been cut- 
ting sidemen in the last few months 
Lawrence Welk has added two vio- 
lins, which add punch to Welk’s 
style. Band was or. the light side, 
but with 14 men now sounds fuller. 
Orchestra now has three violins and | 
a bass, two trombones, two rumpets, 
three saxes and three rhythm. 

Maestro still takes a hand occa- 
sionally with the squeeze box, but 
tends more to fronting than before. 
Once labeled the “Polka King,” he 
has swung a bit to the left and will 
do no hop-skin numbers unless re- 
quested. Also stays away from slow 


ballads and torches while leaning 
heavily on the waltz book. Scores 
numbers so that dance melodies 


have lots of lift. U 
to carry melody 


muted trumpet 
with violins in 


front, not as background. 
Vocalists are Joan Mowery and | 
Bobby Beers. Miss Mowery, raven | 


production numbers, etc. 


Western tunes done in Dixie land 
style comprise a good part of Welk’s 
library, Bob “Tex’’ Comer doing 
most of them, too. Most of the men 
in the orch double on vocals with 
emphasis on novelty and comedy 
songs. This is Welk’s 17th return 
to this ballroom. Band is set for 
four-month run, 








Mel Tormee has been signed for | 
the Copacabana, N. Y., starting in | 
April. He’s a songwriter as well as 
a singer. | 


7 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Old Lamplighter (7) (Shapiro-B). 


2. Ole Buttermilk (12) (Burke-VH).. 


3. For Sentimental Reasons (6) 
4. Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah (4) 


5. Gal In Calico (3) (Remick) 





| ments 


(Leeds)... 


(Santly-Joy).. 


os090cees + Das CNT. 20000: 


~~ 


Lecuona Cuban Boys 


Lose 356 Library In 
Fire at N. Y. Resort 


Lecuona Cuban Boys orchestra 
playing the Concord hotel, near 
Ellenville, N. Y., were hit hard the 
morning after Xmas by a fire that 
destroyed the resort's Casino. Band 
lost all instruments and library 
the blaze, the latter the 
proportions of a major catastrophe 
since they had no copies of the parts 
stashed away against such an 0 
curence 

Band, which had opened at 
hotel only three days before. 
tinued to play out its contract, how. 
ever, with instruments secured from 
neighboring towns by the Concord’s 
owner. They performed 
from memory. 
assessed at $35,000 

Nost bandleaders 
teci themselves 
braries by 


in 
assuming 


the 
Cone 


arrange- 
Library was 


nowadays 
against loss of. li- 
having the individual 
pieces photographed on film, which 
makes up onto a small spool. When 
the any 


pro- 


oceasion arises, almost 


photography shop can project the 
entire score or missing parts and 
duplicate it quickly. This practice 
is almost general among top maes- 
tros since so many in recent years 
were hit the same way as the 
Lecuona outfit. 


ELMAN’S NEW ORCH IN 
DEBUT AT LOUISVILLE 


Ziggy Elman’'s new orchestra will 
debut Jan. 10 at Club Madrid, Louis- 
ville, on a two-week run. Thereafter 
it heads out for three weeks of one- 
nighters. At the moment, there are 
no plans to bring it into a metro- 


| politan N. Y. spot. 


Band 
N. Y. for 


been in 
past few 


has 
the 


rehearsal in 
weeks. 


Dorsey Bros. to Disk Film 
‘Concerto’ for RCA 


Tommy and Jimmy will 
be coupled on one recording for the 
first time since they split as co- 
bandleaders 10 years ago. RCA« 
Victor, which records T.D., is plane 
ning to market a 12-inch Red Seal 
release of their “Concerto For Trome 
bone and Sax,” written for and in- 
cluded in the “Fabulous Dorseys” 
film they made last summer and 
which will be released in February, 

Piece, penned by Leo Schukin, 
runs eight minutes and will cover 
both faces of a 12-inch platter. It 
was recorded with a 50-piece or- 
chestra, solos- by both brothers. 


Dorsey 


sd 


Sammy Kaye......... Victor 

**ee** ) Kay Kyser.,.....-Columbia 
Kay Kyser........Columbia 

iain Connee Boswell.......Decca 
{Flla Fitzgerald........Decca 

' ) Charlie Spivak....... Victor 
{Sammy Kaye......oe- . Victor 
‘) Johnny Mercer......Capitol 


{Tex Bené@ke.......... Victor 
...Decca 


6. Rumors Are Flying (14) (Oxford)...... 2 Frankie Carle.....Columbia 


7. Whole World Singing Song (4) (Robbins) ) Les Srown..... 
8. Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (1) (Hudson)..... 
9. Things Did Last Summer (9) (Morris). 


10. Passe (2) (Feist) eeeeeeeeeeeeerane 


{ Andrews Sisters... ...Decca 
...Columbia 
| Jack Smith......... .Capitol 

Hoagy Carmichael... .Decca 
{ Vaughn Monroe... ... Victor 
* ) Frank Sinatra. ....Columbia 
{Tex Beneke.......-- . Victor 
) Margaret Whiting... .Capitol 


Coming Up 


Sooner or Later (Santly-Joy) .........s.- 


Just Squeeze Me (Robbins) 
Se MU s Setedecedéuaecéect 


Winter Wonderland (BVC)...... 
On the Boardwalk (BVC) ... 
Best Man (Vanguard) cccccoccccccece 


Oh, But I Do (Remick)......... 


[f I'm Lucky (BVC) ee ee 


This Is Always (BVC) 


You Keep Coming Back (Berlin).......... 


Miserlou (Colonia!) 


*@eeee-ee-ve 


Sammy Kaye..... . Victor 
§ Paul Weston........ Capitol 


eee 


Teeeeeeereeeeees 9 Dick Jurgens. .....Columbia 
.eeceeee Margaret Whiting. ...Capitol 


{ Perry Como........ .. Victor 

‘ { Andrews-Lombardo ..Decca 
{ Dick Haymes........ Decca 
***s** ) Starlighters .......Mercury 
{ King Cole Trio......Capitol 

* } Les Brown........ Columbia 
§ Dinah Shore...... .Columbia 
‘*'*** ) Margaret Whiting .. .Capitol 
{ King Cole Trio... _.Capitol 
) Les Brown........Columbia 
Perry Como.......... Victor 

Jimmy Dorsey.......-Decca 
Harry James .,...Columbia 

***** ) Dick Haymes .......-Decca 
{ Bing Crosby..........Decca 

Jo Stafford........- Capitol 

Jan August........ _Diamond 


{Perry Como.......... Victor 


*“* @@6 


“**°*** 7 Carmen Cavallaro. ....Decca 
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ee 








On The 


Upbeat — 








aa 
Manie Sacks to Florida. David 

New York : ' (Sonny) Werblin to Florida, Eli; 

Sleet storms over N. Y. during Oberstein to Coast, along with Joe 


week playing havoc with su- 
spots; Frank D&iley, for 
forced to sand Route 23 
in each direction from his 
one night last 
patron 


past 
purban 
example. 
for a mile 
Meadowbrook, 
to pre vent 


Ww eek 
accidents 





Jimmie Lunceford orchestra signed 
0 General Artists last week 
General exodus of record, agency 
execs from New York after Xmas; 
TOP HITS OF YESTERDAY 
an ctinaniaaeeminilll 
GREAT POPULAR 


STANDARDS TODAY 





For new artist copies and 
arrangements, write or phone 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Manager, 
Stondard Exploitation Dept., 


, The Big 3, 1819 Broadway, 


S 


New York 19, Crete 6-2939 











Always Sung — All Ways Popular 
MILLS PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 


WHEN YOUR OLD 
WEDDING RING WAS 
NEW 


. 
SIDEWALKS OF CUBA 
e 


STARS FELL ON 
ALABAMA 


MILLS MUSIC, 


1619 Broodway 


INC. 
New York 19 





Glaser -McFarland Twins band 
back in circulation temporarily: 
their Northport, L. I., spot closes to- 


night (Wed.) for winter Irene 
Carroll renewed as singer at Iceland 
Restaurant Jack ( ‘arroll forme! 
Les Brow: inger now soloing o1 
National d vorked with Bre 
on Columbia platter session last 
week ‘Illinois Jacquet hive 
piece combo racked up $3,300 gross 
Xmas night at Mercantile Hi: 
r lelphi Cie € l ¢ ( 
hye now } note x 

ned to Si Re ds 

Hollywood 

Skip Nelson quit as vocalist with 
Vido Musso orchestra Jimmy 
Mundy now doing Count Basie ar- 
rangements for records. Crew waxes 
first under ne pact with RCA-Victo1 
this week with Eli Obersteir on 
fro N Y i¢ tne r ( 1h) 
Butterfield { re r 
over Oo) Dougla 
heads back te N Y Thurs (2 
Dick Kerr crew starts eight-week 
stint at Commercial hotel Elko 
Nev. tomorrow (1) Sam Lutz, per- 
sonal manager for Lawrence Welk 
and other combos, to San Francisco 
on prowl for bookings Joe Glaset 
in from east Harold Stern inked 
tor fortnight at Last Frontier hotel 


Alle 
platters by 


Las Vegas, starting Jan. 31 
Schrader band inked for 


Black & White Tirst disking ses- 
sion, Jan. 7 Jack Teagarden off 
the pallet after three-week pneu- 
monia siege and again in front of 
sextet at Suzy Q _ nitery... Desi 
Arnaz Latuners set for Aragon 
ballroom, Jan 17-18-19... Alfredo 


Garmon's 
Charlie 


combo intermishing for 
Spivak, at Palladium 


Louis Jordan set for vaude week at 
Lincoln, Los Angeles Negro house, 
Jan. 7. Then combo is carded for 
Billy Berg's Hollywood nitery for 
eight stanzas at $3,500 per, starting 
Jan. 15 
Pittsburgh 
Tommy Carlyn band has had its 


option picked up at Bill Green's 
through month of January. He'll be 
followed by Baron Elliott Jim- 
my Spitalny orch opens Mondzy (6) 


at Vogue Terrace, repiacing Freddy 


Shaffer and his Victory Sweethearts 
a Ralph Grove trio, with Dave 
Gifford and Joe Ohlmer, into new 


{lounge of Cafe Concord for an in- 
indefinite run 
harpist on KDKA, is playing inter- 
|mission music at Jackie Heller's 
Carousel Herb Conrad is new 


Oakland . Tony Pastor band | 
booked for a one-nighter at Syria 
Mosque Jan. 22 Art Farrer, 
bandleader, in from Coast to spend 
'the holidays with family. 








Musikers Crack Down 


Los Angeles, Dec. 30. 
Musicians’ Local 47 again last 
| week reminded all members that | 


they must not submit to slices being | 
cut out of wages for Community 
| Chest or any other charity. 

This year, following numerous 
kicks, Local 47's board of directors | 
| ruled musikers can donate privately | 
and individually, but cannot per- 
mit place of employment to make 
a deduction out of salary. Union 
asked members to report any in- 





stances of pressure being applied. 























a 





Happy New Year 


- 
PEM 


hae 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Ale) cia. +) 4 eae te 
New York 22 


245 Fifth Ave 





PL. 5-5572 


Marian Berger, | 


organist at Snaveley’s Seahorse Bar, | 


On Charity Pay Hoists 
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British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 20) 
Five Minutes More...... Morris 
We'll Never Grow Old.Strauss-M. 
Bless You... hs Noel Gay 
You Hurt One You Love.B. Wood 


Someday You'll Want Me..Dash 
Pretending .B. Wood 





Too Many Irons in Fire..Connelly 
To Each His Own.., Victoria 


It's All Over Now Connelly 
Let It Be Soon F. D. & H. | 
All Through the Day Chappell | 
The Green Coc] Cinephoniec 
Second 10 

Old Lamy te! Shapiro-B 
Anvtime at ot Macmelodies 
rill Ther Chappell 

Be Lost Without Y Stirling 

I Is A } B. Wor 

\ r e N oe ine 


M f Moor Lawrence Wright 
Somewhere in the Night N-W 
My Heart Isn't In It 
Goodnight Darling 


REICHHOLD RETURNING 


Leeds 
Macmelodies 





S his owt Disking 
| be only part of a 


I that alread) necludes his 


talent 


J 
overall 


own 
tring of nightclubs agency 
At present Reichhold is concerned 
with plans to launch a nitery atop 
the Detroit Music Hall, which 
the Detroit Symphony 

under his wing: to 
the spark that c: to go into 
Cosmo. Outfit also will broadcast on 
the American Broadcasting Co. Sun- 
days, 8-9 p.m. 


| ‘White Xmas’ 


—tt_»=”, Continued from page 31 


Latter group 
record it 
iused him 























which is 
steady 


good for a 
annual sale. 


Considering that the life of this 
copyright has 50 vears yet to go, and 
in its five years has already earned 
more than what is the yield from 
the lifetime of any other smash song, 
this pop assumes extraordinary eco- 
nomic proportions. The 250G figure 
is not out of line 
are computed roughly to date. 

Firstly, 
8c per copy, which means that the 
more than 2,000,000 copies alone have 
earned him a _ songwriter’s 
revenue of over $160,000. 
publisher thereof, with a minimum 
of exploitation expense, since the 
| song’s values are now accumulative 
land seasonally given impetus, it fig- 
ures an easy 10c net revenue per 
|copy. Multiply that by 2,300,000, and 
| that's over $200,000 there alone. 
| Figuring the average disk royalty of 
1'4c for the 6,000,000 platters, that’s 
| another $90,000. 


Most important, of course, is the 
ivalue of the song's synchronization 
rights. Berlin has certain sync priv- 
ileges therein. Considering that one 
of his oldie ballads, “Always,” earned 
| $51,000 in some 18 months from non- 
|exclusive synchronization usages in 
i three pictures, that gives an idea of 
ithe importance and value of a sea- 
'sonal situation song, of the calibre 
of “White Christmas.” 

The saga of “Always” is unique in 

itself. Firstly, it’s virtually the real- 
| life love song of Ellin and Irving 
| Berlin. 

As a matter of fact, the copyright 
is owned by Mrs. Berlin—a gift from 
her husband. When Sam Goldwyn 
wanted the usage of “Always” in 
“Pride of the Yankees” several years 
ago, 
| love song of Lou Gehrig and his wife, 
ithe syne fee was $15,000. Universal 


set- | 


houses | 


Was | 


250,000-300,000 


when its earnings | 


Berlin as a songsmith gets | 


royalty | 
As the} 





because it was also the real-life | 


| paid $18,000 for its use in a Deanna | 


| Durbin picture, “Christmas Holiday” 
and the 
his “Blithe Spirit” 


another $18,500 for its use. All this 


Noel Coward filmization of | 
(British) fetched | 


took place within a period of one and | 


one-half years. hence the 51G yield 
from that one ballad. 

Incidentally, “Always” crowds 
‘Alexander's Ragtime Band” for No. 
'2 honors with Berlin, although the 
| former 
since “Alexander,” in 1911 
the era of 10c (Woolworth chainstore) 
music, aS against today’s 35c-40c 
sheets. “God Bless America” (which 
copyright Berlin doesn’t own; he 
ceded it to the Boy and Girl Scouts 
lof America Foundation) 
2.000.000 sheets and has earned the 
phenomenal sum of $140,000 for the 
Foundation. Runners-up in 


iana bestsellers are “Blue Skies,” “Aj 
Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody.” “Re- 
member,” “How Deep Is the Ocean” 


and “All Alone.” 


Berlin- | 


was a bigger money grosser, | 
was in| 


also sold} 


| ¢ 


| 
| 


| 


Th 


| which might have been anticipated | 
| by music publishers in getting put 


then 


10 RECORD BUSINESS | minor manufacturers, at 


Expected Wrangling by Pubs on New 


Disk Pacts Fails to Materialize 


ere has been none of the trouble! during the past year, wherein disk- 
|'ers have reissued recordings of re- 
vived songs while the rovalty fee 
paid publishers remained at the same 


into general use new disk licensing | Jeye] as when the original license 
contracts. These agreements are de- | was issued. Since most label prices 
signed to cover separately any indi-!| have been increased lately. this was 
vidual disk released t ord manu-/ considered by publishers as 
| facturers, and the royalty terms they} One tune revived this vear. for ex- 
| call for can never be applied to the ample, was put back on the arket 
same disk, if in the future it may be! ynde: license calling for a roy: 
| reissued. or applied to other diskings | of 1¢ per side, issued when the p: 
of the same song cul lisk pany w ne d 
Put alf ex ne there € " tl | ¢ 
ig! pe sx e nes i ( ) ed for | ret | ‘ 
the licensing plan \ en it was f t' is what the new contracts are de- 
broached through Harry Fox, pub-: signed to stop 
lisher agent and trustee in mechani- wa 
cal and synchronization rights, but : 
none has developed. Ne¢ Domino Music Corp. chartered to 
were put into use a fortnight ago.' conduet a music publishing business 
and there has been no objection to! jin New York, with a capital stock of 


terms from any of the vajue. Directors 


Ruth and Harry 


200 shares, no par 


Emil Coleman 


have been manv cases, even Coleman 








y 


BMI ; Pin 


Hit Tunes for January 


(On Records) 


ANOTHER NIGHT LIKE THIS 


Dick Heymes—Dec. 23731 * Desi Arne:— Vic. 20-2052 * Hel Berwin— Cap. 36 
Herb Kern-Lieyd Slcop—Tempe 984 * Hel Winters-Jese  srend— Apolie 1634 
Den Alfrede—Pan-Amer 076 * Cleude Thernhill—Cel, * 


BEST MAN, THE -~~ 


les Brown—Co! 37086 * King Cole Trio—Cap 304 * Rome Vincont—Bec 23749 
Sunny Skyler—Mercury 5004 


COFFEE SONG, THE 


Lewis Prime —Maj. 7191 * King Sisters—Vic. 20-1943 * Frank Sinetre—Col 37089 
Andrews Sisters—iiee 23740 * Derethy Cleive—Enterprise 227 


EVRYBODY LOVES MY BABY, 


MY BABY ‘€--<) 


Tou Bemoke— Vic. 20-1914 + Pind Pipars—Cop 279 * Three Sume—Mej 7168 


Gene Krupe—Cel 37678 


(I LOVE YOU) 


FOR SENTIMENTAL REASONS ~~ 


Eddy Hewerd—Mej. 1071 + Cherlie Spivek—Vic 20-1961 © 
Dineh Shere—Col. 37188 + King Cele Trie—Ceop. 304° Art ey need 
Fran Werren—Coame 514 * Brown Dots--Maner 1041 * Ship Strehi—Emeratd 106 


HOLD ME, HOLD ME, HOLD ME . 


Vevgh= Penes | 20.2015 + - a ‘seas « bins a 10022 
Orrin Techer—Musicreht 1 


| GUESS PLL GET THE PAPERS 


AND GO HOME = (Compbett rong) 
Milla Brethers—Dec 23638 * Hel Derwin--Cap 268 * Les Srown—Col. 37046 
Herbie Melde—Vic. 20-1962 * Mel Metntyre—Coeme S07 * Ray Herbech—feur Star 1132 
Shep Fields—Vegue 764 * Tommy Ryen—Femeus 7604 


PLL NEVER LOVE AGAIN 1-2... 


Dinh Shere - Xevier Cuget—Co! 37090 + Andy Bussell—Cop. 20835 + Desi Arnas—Vic 28-2028 
Tite Gvizer—Merevry 3006 


IT’S ALL OVER NOW ~ 


Pegey teo—Cop. 292 * Charlie Spiveh—Vie. 20-1981 * Russ Mergen—Bee. 10922 
Three Sune—Maj. 7205 * Orrin Tucher—Musicraft 15091 * Vere Massey—Biamend 2039 
Frankie Corle—Cel 37146 * Connie Maines—Mereery 3034 * Harry Cool—Sig.* 
Artie Weyne—Bel-Tene*® * Here Kern—Tempe* * Meleen—feent 8007 
Bepemy Palmer—Arvid 7030 


MANAGUA, NICARAGUA 


Freddy Mertin — wily: Ft Guy lemberde—Dec, 23782 * Key Kyser—Col 37214 
Men Gerdes Ine—Senere 3632 


MI VIDA ~-. 


Dick Heymes—Dec 2373! * Desi Arner—Vie 20-2052 * Jock Meleon—Ceat 6083 
Here Kern-ileyd Sleep—Tempe 984 * Pat Fridey—tnterprine 243 
Den Alfredo —Pen-Ame 676 


RICKETY RICKSHAW MAN, THE ~ 


ISN'T THIS BETTER THAN 


f WALKIN’ IN THE RAIN 


Rey Antheny—Senere 3037 * Buddy Clark—Ceol* 


WHAT MORE CAN | ASK FOR? 


Guy lemberde—Deece 723782 « Jock Meleon—Coest 6063 


*Seen te be releoted 
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Breaks All Records in Musical History! 
#1 SONG IN ENGLAND FOR 


24 STRAIGHT WEEKS... 





. 


A SURE SMASH HERE! 























® EDDIE HOWARD .- Majestic 


@ THE INK SPOTS .-- Decca 
= Victor 


DES .-- 
ps ® BETTY RHO 
RECOR © DICK JUBGENS -- Columbia 























"SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO., Inc, Music Publishers © 1270 6th Ave., New York Gily 
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a FOR BEING AN ANGEL - 
ee: By Eddie Lane and Don Baker 


@ PHIL BRITO .--- Musicraft 

@ CLARK DENNIS .-- Capitol 

@ HARRY COOL - - Signature es , 
@ GRIFF WILLIAMS - - Sonora | 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 32 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cover- 


age Index Surrey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. Pub- 
lished by the Office of Research, Ine 
Survey Week of December 26, 1946 

A Gal In Calico “Time, Place, Girl” “tee eee Remick 
A Garden In the Rain Ramee Melrose 
All Around t he Christmas Tree.. Stuart 
Among My Souvenirs reece ..T.B. Harms 
and So To Bed ae eah iia 
D YT; ¢ Blue Skies’ Be 
( Burl H 
| ove vr it! *De ? ' 

| k  . nental R ‘ ; 
1 ‘ ( e Papers and Go H r p 
1 } W ! 7 e We , 
“l) Be ( p 
: VA Ve ) hile 
It's 41] Over Now BMI 
Let It Snow Vie ‘ 
Oh. But 1 Do Time, Place, Girl Witmark 
Old Lamp-Lightet ; Shapiro-B 
Ole Buttermilk Sky- ‘Canyon Passage Burke-VH 
Parade of the Wooden Soldiers E. |] Miarks 
Rickety Rickshaw Man. . So 
Rumors Are Flying ici 
Septem be Song ( a 
‘ a é Q ] é So! of So lov 
| N ¢ ) a oumme! 
" R a Song ol é 
What M I Ask For 
White tm: 
Winter Wondertana 5 ees : BV( 
Whole World Is Singing My Song a Robbins 
You Keep Coming Back Like a Song ‘Blue Skies” Berlin 
Zip-a-De . Do-Dah “Song of Sout! Sant loy 

Follo gq songs are those that aid not have eno performatice credits 
on the week to be included in the top group They mostly are tunes 
rising in popularity 

\ versary Song “EO PCRONINE 6640806000800 =e lood 
Anybody s Love Song 6eeee : ° eee 
Coffee Sons ‘“opacabana Rev ue \ t 
Gotta Get Me Somebody To Love Due I 
Guilt in’ er eT ‘ 
Hold Me. Hold Me ......-cees: Stevens 
if You Were the Only tl tual 
I'll Close My Eyes oeses \i ice 
Life Ca Be Beautiful. ....<.: it se 
Managua Nicaragua ....ceress Encore 
Sonata ‘ rere TT Te Oxford 
South America, Take It Aw ay i“Call Me Mister Witmark 
There Is No Breeze .......cceceee Robbins 
This Tin e eereesee : Dorsey B: os 
Too Many Times «cecceec fete aie Advanced 
Twilight Song eidéedeces Mutual 
Years and Years Ago. se Bo e 
You Are Everything to Me. .....cccccccc ce cercecsvccess Paramount 


¢ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 





Top Tunes fer Your Books | LOCAL 47 KEEPS UP 
An All-Time Favorite WORKING DEMANDS. 


wood. Dec. 30 
| Though taking cognizance ol fact 


biz has gone blowzy ol late most 


niteries and kindred aiter-sunaown 
spot Los Al el¢ Local 47, ol AFM, 
has decided that as a general policy 





union will deny all petitions to re- 
s employed 


duce number of musiket 


Local. avell aware that fewer than 
Mu a 4500 of its 13.000-odd members regu- 
Sic > -s larly are employed, wants to keep 


+ 
; maximum Jamming as ong aS pos- 


JIMMY McHUGH 


Shapire-Bernstein 


| sible 





More than a dozen of the bigger 
ncaa eas spots hereabouts headed by Earl 
Carroll's and Florentine Gardens, 


























Meneses Ce Foe et ee ee ce 
musicians, but local flathy refused 

5 Pasadena Junior Chamber of Com- 

Let S Put Our merce just lost a week-long pitch to 
induce union to lower seale for Rose 


Bow! parade. C. of C. was told that 
prescribed as minimum were four 
bands of 30 men each, at current 
scale of $25 per for casual date; cost, 
| $3,400. Parade promoters made plea 
that they had only $2,600 allocated, 
which was amount paid last year 
when old scale of $20 per man was 
in force. However, union resolutely 
stuck to guns and over 
Tournament of Roses’ execs agreed 
| to get up the extra funds. 


Dreams Together 


For January Release 


Victor: CHARLIE SPIVAK 
Columbia: ELLIOTT LAWRENCE 


— with more te follow — 


wumZFoH ACOUOUZP-iun 





— 


PAULL-PIONEER | 




















(Goodbye, Sweetheart, Goodbye) 


By DICK McINTIRE and RONALD A. BALL 














Inc. 
1619 Broadway, New York 19 
Tommy Valando, Gen. Prof. Mar. 


SANTLY-JOY, 





‘SALABERT, SACEM EXEC, @::° ssoi"™"*°* 


| Franee as soon 





10 Best Sheet Sellers 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





(Week Ending Dec. 28) 
Old Lamplighter Shapiro-B Covers = Total 
. . ———,  S _—_ .< r ‘3 ‘ ‘ 7 
Ole Buttermilk Sky..Burke-VH | Bana Motet Funes Week Gobate 
Sentimental Reasons Duchess (| Emil Coleman* Waldorf (400: $2) ee are 2.575 33.225 
World Singing Song Robbins Guy Lombardo Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) 8 2.650 23.650 
Gal in Calico Remick Chuck Foster.....New Yorker +400: $1-$1.50) 0 41.925 1.925 
For You For Me Chappell Jimmy Dorsey... Pennsylvania (500: $1-$1.50) 8 +875 875 
Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dat Santly-Joy Ray McKinley Commodore (400: $1-$1.50) I 1.158 1.800 
Rumors Are Flying Oxford Johnny Pineapple Lexington (300: $1-$1.50) 8 900 7.758 
Sooner Or Late Santlv-Jov - " 
G That I Ma Berlin * Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf 
Second 10 3 days 
Chicago 
i Glen Gray I the Ro é 950: $1.50-$2.560 n Gri rs 
B ( ; Leek D é yi} t 200 7 < < snouid be 
( ‘ Stephen Kilse, Mi é Re : ewate Beach hotel} 7 Ot $2-$2.5 
A Holiday \ O€ ! c€ t + (i 
" Clyde MeCoy ‘Be « 550: $3-$3.54 ( e 
joseph Sudy (W: Ro B ck he 465; $1.50-$2 
ffee Song Valiant F: aeees ie hn ees 2 00 tlh aatatiias 

Griff Williams «Ff pire Roo Palmer He é 650: $3-$3 50 mu New 
Thursda\ >¢ Dore Shay sellou Fi three 


KILLED IN PL ANE CRASH 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900: $1-$1.50) Surged back stronglv. grab- 
¢ { U¢ J ¢ rn 3 300 tabs after pre Yule i] 
T A 
e Twa ' Russ Morgan ‘Biltmore; 900: $1-$1.50 Roared right back, b 
440 ere 


Pre Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


\ rPrer VI ' r ( ¢ 
Hq ( Fx nhicage 
l e Spa , tuss Carlyle (Blackhawk Re { $2-$2.50 min.). Carlyle fine 
my — : ; + 400 
‘ o he; att ; Gay Claridge (Chez Pares boU 23-33.90 in.? Final week of Sophie 
While Salabert was v.v. of SACEM Fucker, Willie Shore 30bI Breen great 5.800. Tony Martin. Ja or 
| ' Se ‘ehind:, Dancers and Pearl Bailey debut Jan. 3 
, hi ae wee in ef Dick Jurgens (Aragon Ballroom: $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Boffe 19.000 
' iicuiek Sadeentivens Waaiek. Buddy Shaw (‘Latin Quarter: 700: $3.50 n. second show) Slightly 
pps .oM . Societies at Wash- | Detter at 3,500 
) te Lawrenee Welk ‘Trianon: $0.30-$1.15 a . Ninth week swe 17.000 
r ‘ i€ € 
CO) DacCK 6 the U he e he (Los A " jeles) 
- " ee ~ eon Count Basie (Avodon, B. Los Angeles. 3d wk). Still building. As all 
inv ash time ago. th; € ‘ other spots staggered last weck, new record set here with 16.000 customers. 
led Mme Si vert ‘ hac Ray Herbeck (Meadowbrook. B. Culve City, lst wk) Opened Thurs. 
come hove wit har two o during | ‘26) to scant attention. after Video Musso crew had brutal going two pre- 
* Contaderetion conclave vas | Vious days. Week didn't top 4.500. poo 
awaiting hin She will return to Will Osberne (Trianon B. South Gate. 4th wk). Over three-day weekend 


as possible operation plus Spade. Cooley on Xmas (25) one-niter: 


dim 2,100. 


Salabert was one of the most in- Charlie Spivak (Palladium, B. Hollyweod, Ist wk). Opened rathe1 
ential nusic sublishers e Strongly Thurs. (26): plus two days of Tommy Tucker earlier. around 
2 
business, abroad and in the U. §S 13,000 
He was in the process of completir x . a ater ae eS ee ee ee 
a deal whereby J. Albert & Sons. } . ’ 
frre =. Ostfeld Ill in H’ wood “Merc urv Cut Adds 
Australian musi ould | , a rcury Cuts, Adds 
eprecent his catalog ’ ‘ p Ho ly oor Dec. 30 
i | an T A beles he as te ave Jack Ostfeld general : nage of Chicags, De ot 
: | ‘ . ~ . ] + ‘ | 
et Salabert’s { r N. Y } Stevens Music Co., is restil " Records — — 
ng for Albert fortably, but incommu opped two orchestras and signed 
the Those ! \ ent 
hotel here after suffering severe rhose out were ? 
McHUGH BACK TO LONDON aa ee: ( nd Buddy Rich and new one 
eart attack over weekend ; ; 
Jimmy McHugh. J left over the ; s Caesar Petrillo and 28-piece sym- 
weekend for the London head- Last mid-week Ostfeld came here phonic group. 
quarters of MCA j from N. Y. for opening of Charlie Caesar Petrillo, music director of 
McHugh, chief of the agency's } Spivak at Palladium Thurs (26). radic station WBBM, here, and 
British Operations, was here .over | with whom he planned series of con- brother of James C., AFM hea . 


weekend, | 


the holidays for sessions with home- 
office chiefs 


ferences. Spivak is financially in- wil] record an album of semi-classi- 
terested in Stevens firm. cal tunes. 
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Two Smash Hits in COLUMBIA Pictures 


The Sensational Song from ‘THE JOLSON STORY” 


ANNIVERSARY SOR 


By AL JOLSON and SAUL CHAPLIN. 


x * *® 


From Humphrey Bogart's Terrific ‘DEAD RECKONING” 


EITHER IT’S LOVE 


US) et 


By ALLAN ROBERTS and DORIS FISHER 


* * * 


BOTH SONGS RECORDED BY- ALL COMPANIES 


m & 


MOOD MUSIC COMPANY, Inc. —. 


DICK VOLTTER, Pres 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO., 


1270 Sixth Avenue, New York 20, N. Y. 


INC. — Selling. Agehts 
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1 ib N Y W il Have 156 Talent en ras Night Club Reviews 
. ry. 
anzli ar, « e9 Julian l Abeles 
7 : ‘ ° Sun: ‘ir second show. can sit back 
“ ; | Earl Carroll's, Wwood _ 9 at sang nak ha a ee nd 
P | f min ea ee Hollywood, Dec, 2%, | show in town with the ed tio: “it 
, : “Karl ‘arroll’s Vanities,” with! ° Patek ee aes SER i 
u gel It witc 0 a eC ace See WO @ Neen Gee Berut Wallace. Billy Rayes, Bobby | the. biz of eg pl hag 
ery ‘ f : ° ‘ , a . aC ny - 
: Ti > Morris, Jean Richey, Costello Twins, 7 ag eee le an dica- 
—— —————— | eee . - hl » | : 
T Zanzibar N Yy which is ¢— Blac stone Ral wen Jimmy Nolan, Rickey Jordan. The é 
3 i ut ‘arroilie e Zarry, Maniry | For in Harvey Stone, they've 
ae ‘tay poliey about ' . ; e . : Carrolliers, Dave F ! ! i ; ; ICV VE ot 
; eg ~ 4 Rican: $15.000 | SO-Camp Show Troupe Hills Strand Orch, Line (40); Mies Sap a young comic, new to these part: 
’ 0 shell out aroung ; oe id directed by Carroll; Music by | who’ rates with the Ritz | the 
‘ ; e . , - * * * anda ca CCLEC y ‘ 1 < 1 vils rothers, 
veekly , SRVCTIAIEEOHS. Off on 6-Month Sw Ing Harry Revel, lyrics by Carroll; dance | Joe E. Lewis, Jan Murray and the 
cha ) Spo » far has bot mie Hollywood, Dec. 30 an editorial feature ensembles by Edu Gale; costumes | other toppers who played the art 
Cr ese Ja Vi y i oO C o ‘ k’ and scene by Jea le Seyet e; boite in the vast The tz an 
> D \ > ’ in next weeks cl $3.30 thout, $1.65 moving laughmaker earned elf 
. ) ‘ . i oe a spontaneou receptor ! 
( nt Gi ea t]s¢ Anniversary Number ' pe ; 
: I is be nine yea e mal but that matched any reaction eve 
> ry ) -DIeCE ‘ P ' 
> ‘ S Atia i Ala i mea Carroll gazec i the ealre est I rarnered by an act in thi a) 
\ N has ( i < Gro ‘ c Mia i i Ca of rant bearin his name id exclaimed P 
canny , , Coming on in the next to ¢ 
' 4 ree we wa G rT) WU ‘ St i it’) nake 1 good race ont i . ; . \ 
. , ’ \ t ' R VARIETY He Ne ve n < ong spot aite) France Fave ha é 
. s } ll! them poundit for more 1e il- 
. ) } e \ . 8) < ty i é ii t ‘ 
~~ pate ction: tenn ton ; an mmeamnminmemes nute tte Billed as America We ae —_e a * os . yock — 
x dale ea in wn +} sai . Greatest Revue, tl ew ue Of ths Irs Ines ? ce BDO mean e 
- at about $1,000. With n : Waring Heads NAPA The Var tie doesn't fall far short | special material he utilizes had him 
aud) production, entertamment - * Fred Waring was elected presi- | of that distinction, That it's the best | looking and or ra the fresh. 
Seasbisinbocine sete S | P S F | dent he nal Ass { Pe $1.65 buy extant admits of no quar-| est comedian to hit Mus comedy- 
: . a ICI uppets el or ee ae —o a eos 1 . i te | re That it’s a full evening in the | jaded town In yea: All of it was 
I ri — ° forming Artists to succeed the Jat eatre with victuals a! potable purveyed with an easy unstrained 
~ ’ i ‘ Ne \ ( 0&J Carnival Show Jimn \ Walker, at a recent meeting ene the bode also readily admitted delivery that got every vig le out 
) a AY one { i . New York Edcadie Duchin was >There cs se some hesitanc, how of the jammed roon Oper Wit " 
ind ame New tag Salici puppet due im this cou amed secretary and Bing Crosby. aunt <n the nit of anmn niet lites Ivric on his dicker for the job ' 
) ec t v¢ put 4 tre Ital Ve ee! signea tor ee Board nbel are Duke hat t s edition i thre best of iB | ownel Murray Weinge! thes 
bd \ : ; N Y “3 eu Ellington \ e Kostalenet and ‘ | { It \ ‘ ) lo ith a 30 minute sesh of tail- 
, Act \ OE \ { 1. Speise ‘ of q tv ce Pinky ore¢ tuff that keep Ui 
| t t : , om Bobby Vion com it teady trean Opt 
ile thie equ 
() tor na ied lite ia plece Vil i 
Lol a the them Encore 
oy ( c ‘ ; . = . aa ] me Q ertorming a Prog ( Ise e ¢ avavanza (Continued on page 38) 
( ) »\ e Ol DO pe pla Ol ‘ ) of » ‘ lu ' he Ca oll tt tion an 
, . e fer Carnis ( es Ja tor a eK 10 that n ' ) le lamo 7 
i ret l Ov val . , . rot There ae 
th ito | ’s 306 From Niter : pe , 
( tod we. ‘ P ” S { rom y r \ vt ( " orescence | 
uN I 4 t l © c \) I Lit t fla ‘ ( i | ai tix 
to chide B ' F ( . i J y d for a striking display. For oth 
or oste 0, r., un ectat ar effect he has smoked in- 
Ina ‘ 
Bu Vbbott ina Lo Costello CCMSE 0 ‘from the flo rau t 
E Id t cafe tt nee hitting the ngle eet from the reof an For All 8 h ¢ Wicetetont 
. . . t cate a ! ye rey * ‘ ovel , ds of or ranches o eatricais 
Mayfair, Boston, oO ing { it Fla ( Ly Veta VIare “mat” a ‘ 
AND rd ; Moca. ale LS, CA at ts ee cs Sap tutertanment cons T BUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
vac . . ’ "9 niall . ( ( el wed Will CCOna 
Hub's top niteric s set to close in- | centages for a 13-day stand, the | eyypp; rat greed nd music Nos. 1 thru 20 @ $1.00 each 
definitely Jan. 6. Spot, whic cu take to go to the Lou Costello, Jr.) Only tric ict is the skatir and (Nos. 21 thru 25 Ready Soon) 
tomarilv use name talent, and is. Foundation Ch i the fune in eveli ot Jean Richev. a talented "BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
operated by Mickey Redstone, has emory of Costello's infant son who de “ 2 et re <. Bervl Wal 3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
bee a business sl p for several | , ed two veal azo of infantile pa- ~ . F Py ? nieces of yw fey , mn , $50.00 for 3 Vols. 
"p icia | Redstone’s othe yperatiol lysis A & C previously played | °F" pi wit ' 
atricia is by far the best . nie otherwise cavorts with OF PARODIES 
the Latin Quarter, will « tinue theatre dates to aid the fund ingenuishevigol Bill Raves nak- BOOK : 
dressed dancer we've seen Talent contracts for the Mayfai! f | —e Fons) Smal ing sree ut of this stand and 10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
: Date was booked by Paul Small}! a career out of t and and 7 
this season." re beit hifted by Dick H nry ol Who some years ago booked them | Preves at able raconteu enterpre- HOW TO MASTER 
he Willia Morris agency, cafe ‘ : ; nhine » | Mel nimic and jueglei Jimmy MONIES" 
into thei first nitery date after a : ; THE CERE 
t f ther t ‘ Nolan an tickeyv Jordat ! > the 
GEORGES BOURKS, Herald. dept o otner spots continual round of burley houses N ul nd Rickey r a ai ( le | (tue ta Gh bh Btacee) 
vocal icceptably, the Costello Twit 
“Their Balleoomology is out Comedy duo were being sought for a] are fast and supple in their twist $3.00 Per Copy 
7 ate a he Roxy theatre. N y. na ti Da -. Bu Ss min oy , : nierial! If en 
eloz-Yolanda Tour date at the ) ve Barry Ne COM en any om 
of the top drawer 2. 9 they Re 1 Yo! | . bp their $20,000 weekly, but deal fell through | solid albeit ot new to these parts route, alse send permanent address 
V iO al o1anda W1 ope Lneli : ’ ‘ . , . 
ee . last weel }and ( vocal ‘roups indie the PAULA SMITH 
brought down the house... season concert tour Portlat Gg. asl vali . 1 it ' of Hat Re , } ‘ 1 
| Ines ) arry reve and Oll 
. Ore next Monday (6), having ij adequately Manny Strand in the 200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
Sars “TeEhy booked 953 appearances. Supporting - | pit is another Carroll “career man.” 
HELD OVER 9TH WEEK | the cancers in “Dansation of 1947." Emmett Kelly Shines | having been around practically since |= 
will be Elizabeth Talbot-Martin, he openi: His music is produc- 
Jerry Shelton, Robert Garretson and | N L d ¢ tionally adept and briskly tempoed &. , 
= abbr egg gg tego n New London Circus) tir tie once of tne pases compen’ Sing 
aia 8 ‘ si ; . oe } ‘ Carroll's iy problem is comed and % Wie 
EMBASSY CLUB Amelia Gilmore London, Dec. 21. je ny th Aes 5 esi Ae She ee \ _— (\ ‘a Pitre 
Attraction will again be under the The Bertram Mills Olympia Cir- | ,-oved he'll have clear ceiline a. i] \ | Hil” 
NEW YORK - ; ee ; Ps. oe 7s Cosmet} 1 ¢ Cl Nave ciear saliing unt! : tty 
management of George M. Gatts. cus, carried on by his sons, Cyril | vear’s end unless the current niterv > 
Thanks te “ eee ieee aan | and Bernard, opened for first time | cx presh becomes acutely er tical c/: 
Bit MILLER BILL PICKS AIDS RUNYON FUND } since 19388 on Dec. 20, and will stay Helm. 
, . al seven weeks. Show has usual | — ‘ 
atk @ w_wrinn — he | about seven weeks, 
Jack Silverman, operatol of the | contingent of trained elephants, | Five Oo 
Old Roumanian, N. Y., is hoiding a 5 al ve OClock. Miami 


(2) proceeds 
Damon Run- 


special night, Thursday 
of which will go to the 





' 
research. 


LEONARD GREEN AGENCY, re | Eleanor Powtll, film dancer, has 
PL. 9-7470| been set tor the Tewn Casino, Buf- 


| falo, starting Feb. 2, for two wecks 


























Mr. Eddie Davis 


For having honored us by designating Sunday, 
Dec. 22nd as the 


LUCILLE and EDDIE ROBERTS 


Pre-Xmas Celebrity Party Nite 


At Your World-Famous - 


LEON & EDDIE'S 


You are indeed a grand host and we want you to know 


33 West 52nd 
New York 


that our friends all had a wonderful time. 


Gratefully, 


The Roberts 


P.S.: Thank you too—Miss Dorothy Gulman 


Harry Green also thanks you 








yon Memorial Fund. Cover and mini- | 


mum charges have been taken off 
for that night. 
Fund will be used to aid cancer; 


lions, horses and dogs. but 
outstanding, 
on import. of acts. 

Charles Rivels trio, with Rivels 
still imitating Charlie Chaplin which 
he been doing for many years, 
is still a novelty with the newer 
generation, Outstanding novelty is 
act provided by Les Idalys Which 


nothing 


has 


comprises cycling upside dow: 
80ft. midair, 

| For first time, the numerou 
| clowns have an American among 
them. Emmett Helly, a hobo, from 
Kansas City, ho provides plenty 
laughs. Circus, which holds 6,000. 
is sold out for first four weeks, both 
afternoon and night show and 
should play to capacity for rest of 


scason. 


Saranac Lake 


| 

| By Happy Benway 

Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 30. 
Mose LaFountain, owner of Durg- 

ans nitery, played Santa Claus to 











| the kiddies of the colony on Christ- 


jmas day. He invited all to special | 
pentertainment, dinner and_= gifted 
| them on the way out. 

Kay (RKO) Laus. who graduated 
|from here, now employed 


at St 
|} Anthony hospital, Warwick, N. Y. 
Bernard [lion (Earl Hart). who 
checked out of the Rogers. continu- 
}ing the cure in downtown colony. 
Garry (IATSE) Vandermast. after 
a month of observation, has been 
upped tor meals ang pix privileges, 
While Frank (RKO) Sheedel given 


same privileges 


Among the downtown show [folks 
who holidayed in the Big Town are 


| Benny Ressler, Pauline Russell, 
| Helen O'Reilly and Marty Fisher. 
Lew Pettit. former WNBZ an-| 


nouncer, now the manager of Adiron- 
dack Room of the Fawn Club, Lake 
Placid. 


| Memories of the grand Yuletide 
| banquet given the gang at the 
Will Rogers will linger for a long 
time. The chef and his staff de- 


serve heaps ol thanks for the spread. | 


Santa Claus (Sam Schulman) gifted 
each patient with a present. 
(Write to those who are ill.) 


due to restriction placed | 
| 


Miami Beach. Dec. 26 
Diosa Costello, Mare Ballero. Pupi 


HELENE and HOWARD 














|\Campo and Orch, Howard. Me- | Samnenp umes — 
'Creery Orch: $2.50 min HELD OVER 2ND WEEK 
| , GOLDEN GATE THEATRE 
Continuing their intime show San Francisco 
policy the smartly decored Five Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 
O'Clock club has a string lure for 
the heavy rumba trade here, in the —— ——-——— 
current setup 
Combo of Diosa Costello and Pupi 
Campo makes for a zingy session START THE NEW YEAR 
of Afro-Cuban antics with the ring- 
iacrs finding themselve involved W FF! 
In an uninhibited round of derriers ITH A BO “ 
tossMe with the duo 
Mare Ballero tees off thin with JUST GUT! Send only one dollar 
some neatly devised impreshes. done for PUNCH LINES containing ove: 
In facile manner. Tops stint with 200 ORIGINAL, SUREFIRE gags 


his Polish drunk 
Steve Evans 
La Costello 


takeoff, crediting 
with the origination. 
makes for a 


written by a top radio gagman. 


Perfect for comics, gagmen, colum- 
welcome 











: . ' 

| relief from the average Latin hip- nists (attention _— agents!) 

| swing-singer, That dynamic per- 

—" and zesty purveving of the LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
south of the border chants gets -0774 
| them all the way. Husband Pupi 276 W. 43rd St. one bina 

| Campo does song-dance spot on New York City 

| his own for good returns. then the 

palr join for some rumbanties that ———_—— 
sets ‘the payees palm-whacky. All 





adds up to a breezv 40 minutes with | 
the ringsiders wanting more. 
Campo’s unit brings the Latin- 
minded on the floor in heavy num- 
bers. Howard McCreery’s band does 
okay for the other terpers. Lary. 


ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


NOW COMMERCIAL HOTEL 
ELKO, NEVADA 

Henry Busse & Orchestra 
Dire.s WM. MORKIS 


t With 
Copacabana. Miami 

Miami Beach, Dec. 27. 
. Harvey Stone, Frances Faye, Paul | gaeee 
| Sudell & Dogs, Paul Haakon. Marvis 
| Mims, Ralph Young, Blentones (4). COMEDY MATERIAL 
Line (7), Dave Tyler Orch (10), Noro 











Morales Orch (10), Henrietta Cam- FOR SALE 

| > . . ; -_° . : . 
}eron, production staged by Benny Three clever, special material comedy 
| Davis, choreography by June Taylor songs for comedian—never used—for 
fees , ; : ‘ ’ " ‘ i st. 
jorgial music and lyrics by Davis: sale at fraction of original co 


min. $3-$5 


Write Box 775, Variety 


* : 154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. % 




















The Copacabana ops. with this. Se 
urry, Byrd » Le Roy 
“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
ON TOUR ; 
Direction MATEY KOSEN . CLUB-DATES HARKY GREEN 








2. 
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Unit Producers See Greater Demand 
For Packages as Bandshows Fade 


Unit producers anticipate a return , 


of houses big enough to support ex- 
of the package type entertainment | pensive shows 


ss 


guring the coming year, Feeling Several shows have had to make 
that bandshows have outplayed jumps from southern territories to 
themselves an id there aren't sufficient | come into New York and New Eng- 
top personalities to supply all vaud- lland, while “Vanities” has been | 
ers it shows may be the answer, | forced to play a cafe in the absence 
Cy f only two ne layouts have! of consecutive aude time Latter 
peen formed, Paul Small has pack-| unit, which is operated by Bobby 
o Showtim and Jerry Rosen| Verno andicapped by the faét 
; formed a “Stars and Gripes” | that Carro ¢ to have the 
init th Smith & Dale, Olsen & @unit play niteries Its date at the 
lov. Ziggy Lane, ana Moke & Doke 400 club. St. Lo s plaved ovel 
‘ \ e road are Ear] Ca Carr S ] tests 4 de; f, the 
all's Vanities’ and Harry Hov I Q ( o be 
ae Sti : Garte , cancelled 
‘ } vever. vaude bookers and house I'he prod ‘ howevey are 
operators are generally unwilling to | c¢ ting o e fact t the book- 
inke ( neces on the package shows | e1 | be forced to turn to iits 
nas T as yveneral selling price} espe ly nee there are Oo new 
around $8,500 ana overages band of interest. and necessity to 
Protagonists of the unit idea feel | m: ta bivy shows in many houses 
that bookers will eventually be} They antic ite the wm show up- 
forced to se more of this lype show eal ( nN € tself evident when 
( the cc ng €al paucity of new bands f ther de- 
l ( eantime nits now on the | crease db. 
; : Oo ratively tough 
( e oO e oO} najyo. . 
( é OKE ( ke to the mits in T t Sh W S it 
? wav. They re iught between 00 S or Ins ul 
j ) tv to get consecutive bookings T R be A 
n any given area and insufficiency 0 estrain ° C. Spot 








To: HECHT & BASS 


150 W. 49th Street 
New York City 


Thanks, KEN HECHT 
and SID BASS, for the 


terrific comedy medley} 
which you created for 
me...and which is get- 
ting me loads of laughs 
at Loew's State, New 


York. 
chuny Morgan 


WANTED! 
Floor Shows, Variety 
Acts and Bands! 


Break your jump here, no act too 
large, best spot in Arkansas, we 
have lorge seating capacity, will 
book 1-2-3 weeks, write, wire or 
phone, TED COPE, manager. 


CLUB PLANTATION 
Westwood 168 Little Rock, Ark. 




















| 




















STEVE EVANS 


Yering 








jand 


j name 


lrestaurant 





| 


i Slaughter 
| bing death of Lester Velez, 
lold U. S. 


| last 
i volved in a fight with Velez, and the 


| 
| 


Infringing on Name 


Wood Shor an injunction 
Roland to 
place 

maintained 


after 


uff granted 
ordered 
of 
Roland 


change the 
his 
he the 
nickname 
Shores 
ihe seashore 
W ood uff's 


named 
his wife 
“Toots.” and added because 
it was located 


Chancellor 


‘ 
«il 


20-page 


opinion said, in part: “Tourists visit- 
ing Our eastern seaboard and look 
jing for a good restaurant and good 
ifood in Atlantic City today probably 
will be in New York a day or two 
hence, pursuing the same purpose 
“The fame and good reputation of 
the complainant and his restaurant 


has extended to and beyond Atlantic 


City.’ 


Acorn Draws 10-Yr. Term 


| 


den, N. J., Dec. 30. 

The name and fame of Toots 
Shor’s restaurant in Ne York be- 
long olely to Bernard Shor. ac- 
cording to a ruling made here last 
week by Vice Chancellor Albert S 
Woodruf 
| The court held that hen Bert | 
Roland named his eating establish- 
ment in Atlantic City Toots Shores 
Cafe the “attempt to deceive the} 
public S obvious Chancellor 


Hazel Scott Breach Case 
‘Set for Trial in N.Y. Jan. 10 | 


Breach of contract suit by Ben- 
jamin F, Kutcher, Trenton, N. J., 
concert promoter, against Hazel 
| Scott has been set for Jan. 10 in the 
IN, Y. supreme court. Miss Scott is 
being sued for $25,000 damages by 
Kutcher because of failure to fill a 
concert date at the Memorial audi- 
torium, Trenton, Dec. 3, 1945. Miss 
Scott claims she w inable to ap- 
pear because of birth of 
her child. 





as 


impending 


Prep Icers For 
South America 


Ice skating shows are beginning to 


. ; 
assume international proportions. 
> ‘ ; , ; 4 4 ; 
Popularity of this type eniertain- 
nent as been established in the 


United States with the bi touring 


cHiowS as é as the hotel ; ad itery 
cers This pe OW ais pegin-= | 

g to catch on in other countries. | 

England has a blades display at 
Stoll’s theatre. Show has been play- | 
ng tO Capacity kOuses ana hNousé 
nanagement is already at work on 
anotnel edition William Morris 
agency has been signing skaters for 
the new layout which will preem 
sometime next year, 

Interest in blades displays has 
also been evidenced in South 
America Argentine and Brazilian 
impresarios have been querying ma- 
jor talent offices about the export of 


| frozen entertainment. Jules Stein, 
chairman of the Music Corp. of 
America board, after his recent 
South American trip, reported that 
ice-shows would clean up in those 


| countries 


The displays could be put 
outdoor games in the 
for heavy gates. 


in 
politan 


on metro- 


areas 


JACK HARRIS STILL IN 


BAD WITH BRIT. TOOTERS 


London. Dec. 20 
Jack Harris, now at the Bagatelle, | 
Paris, where he has bolstered up | 
trade, is here to arrange for his 
reinstatement. as an English resi- | 
{dent and look into his former peo 


In Mont’l Stabbing Match: 


Montreal, 

William “Bill” Acorn, 
was sentenced to 10 vears in prison 
last week on a charge of man- 
which aros from the stab- 
23-year- 


Dec. 30. 


comedian, 


boxer, 
Acorn was playing at the Samovar 
September when he became in- 


stabbing resulted. 


Judge Wilfred Lazure, of Court of 
Kine’s Bench, who sentenced Acorn 
said in passing sentence that “When | 
a jury reduces a verdict from mur- 
ider to manslaughter, as in your case, 
the sentence is usually life in prison. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| But 
of killing 


ri 
9 
sentence. 


I fee] 


that 
him. 


you had no intention 
so | an: reducing 


Murder charge was made after the 
boxer’s death at a rooming house 
run by Carol Grauer, manager of 
lthe Samovar. Acorn allegedly tried 
to commit suicide with the same 
knife that caused Velez’s death. 

Par Starlet’s P.A.s 

Olga San Juan. Paramount starlet, 

has been signed for a personal ap- 


pearance at the Paramount theatre, 


HAPPY TIMES. & JOLLY MOMENTS }\N. Y.. starting Jan. 15. 
«  _ MELD OVER | Miss San Juan will be on the bill 
OLDEN ATE. SAN FRANCISCY J! with Mills Bros. Elliot Lawrence 
DIR.: MATTY ROSEN — om 
—ae orch, and Tim Herbert, Jr 





to Sunday dance policy with local 
vands, the remainder of the week 
being given over to catering to or- 
ganizational parties, ete. 

| Simon LaFarge. who bought the 
Terrace equipment, etc. fre the 
Rosenhaus brothers, owners of the 
building. is installing the Jack 
Arnold Press orchestra, a loca) out- 








—— 








MAXINE 
SULLIVAN 


VILLAGE VANGUARD 


NEW YORK 


NOW 


(indefinitely) 








| pany’s—(Embassy Orchestras, Ltd.) 
—activities. 
Immediately on his arrival here, 


agitation was launched against him 


Florida Niteries Yearn for Seasonal 


Spenders to Take ‘Em Out of Red 





Union Clears Songstress 
_ Of Ankling Nitery Date 


a ngstress as 
L ¢ € oa ft ime Ci G a of 
Variety A cs las eek « charges 
brougl by B Peters¢ of Ce 

sonadatec Radi A Sts al she 
ankled an engageme e had sei ft 

€ e 4 ales N. ¥ e 

He; ig developed that Miss Boyai 
Had eve signes ontract to play 
whe spot | hat her agent. Jack 
liller, had okayed cate without con- 
sulting he} 

AGVA ruled there had been no 
breach on the singer's part e#nce 
there had bee ri ontract. 

Ji S A 


On Hub Nitery Date 


+ 


Indications that Florida bistro ops 


| are apprehensive of the forthcom ing 


season is seen in the withdrawal of 
shows from the Jewel Box, Miami 
Beach, which will eperate as an 
eatery. 


Despite the fact that the he t 


of the seasc s s ¢ eeks 
ff ik c le! are Ss 
prune Dudagets, tee k i. al 
liami Beach revenue ‘ p- 
proach last vears f es 
The norveis are ( ¢ 
Oo e¢ Pprovadly He ¢ € < 
<€ e of anv protracte ‘ pel] 
the nortn. é ai ge cra i « 
ess of the crowds to e oO 
As a esult, Miami and Mian 
Beach niteries have gotten meagre 
crowds, Pattern of the current sea- 
}s0n, So far, have peen heavy vy open- 
Ing Night crowds, and light patron- 
age thereafter, The Latin ager 
Copacabana, Beachcomber and other 
Spots have been operating } the 
ed, so far. but bonifaces are oping 
that a post-Ne Years e of 
« ‘ { ] | ci¢ t t 
pread of trade 
na a 


When AGVA Intervenes | 


a } ly ‘ Ss \ " Comedia 
patched up differences with manage- 
ment of the Bradford Roof, Boston, 
opening a three-week date there 
Jan. 9 Amicable adjustment was | 
brought about through intervention 
of American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists, who advised the comic he had a 
moral, if not contractual obligation 


the date. 
Controversy stem 


to piay 


med back to an Op- 


tion Boston nitery had held for serv- 
ices of Savo at time he was hos- 
pitalized for amputation of leg. Savo 
figured that such inability to play 
date at that time abrogated cortract. | 
Nitery management on other hand 
cla:med differently, stating it had 
been given to understand he would 
play date later upon recovery. 
Savo, on the other hand, has been 
getting better coin since Hub pact 


was made and figured he was not 
obligated to take the lesser deal. It’s 
inderstood nitery made some adjust- 
ment on that too, but salary figures 
are not revéaied 


Como’s $7,500 Date 
At N. Y. Paramount 


Perry Como is aiming to do thea- 
tre work this summer for the first 
time since start of his rise into the 


| top brackets. Singer has been set for 





by several musicians who made rep- | the Paramount theatre, N. Y., Maier 
resentation to the Ministry of} ing June 11. At the moment, it's the 
Labour that he be refused permit only booking for him. Others will 
to work here. | follow. 
This despite fact no application Como is drawing $7,500 weekly, a 
has been made by Harris or anyone | PFC voluntarily set by the Para- 
nected with him for a working mount. Latter had an option. on’ the | 
rit. | singer from his last date there years | 
ee ;ago, calling for a salary of $4,000! 
| the first week and $3,750 and $3,500 | 
Fri thes Pp li FL | | for successive weeks. Date follows | 
rl. un. 0 Icy 0 oca {his final broadeast for Chesterfield, | 


Bands for New’k Terrace 


Terrace Room, Newark. which was 
turned into a ballroom last fall when 
top bands were not available to the 
previous cafe-style of operation, 
further pulls in its horns next month. 
From a full-week ballroom policy 
using medium-priced name combos, 
the Terrace will move into a Friday- 


fit, for weekend work starting in| 


mid-January and will trv to hold 


tnat iine 


J Dorsey’ : B way Cycle 


June 6. 

Negotiations ave proceeding for a 
run at the Oriental] theatre. 
to follow the Paramount. 


Chicago, 
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Showbiz! 
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0 ne ri } sp © ne he 
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ve Re ( ie Capit ere he 
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Night Club Reviews 


(epacabana, Miami | 


(Continued from page 36) 


his Army routine for a begoff finis! 

Earning as sock a recepiion as 
Stone, Frances Faye, always a draw 
in these parts, had them all the way 


with her pianoing and singing. Has 
some new material which is_ top- 
drawer stuff, and her voice was 
neve rette Was On tol sx num 
Le 4 ( co a nave Laver | 
a 
ta > ana a . 1d to 
5] ! nis a ’ A 
th ‘ é ( 
e lex itt garner hin 0 
J i 
Produc é Be y Da i 
| t t t WU ) Ba 
Haa Date t 
Marvis Mims, the slim miss with the 
spin-taps dene in the better ver 
Ralp Young the swoon-singe 
who tumproves with each appeal 
ance: the Blentones to lend harmony 
color to the background songs and 
that nifty June Taylor line and 
\oreographly. The artfully staged 
group numbers still seem fresh and 
sparkling 
Dave Tyler rates a bow for hb 
show tting. He and his unit are 
me > the bette! SNOW panas in 
) St : accompanist 00 
heightened the comic's stint wit $ 
piano Dacking Noro Morales ana 
his rt ymaddicts add to the drav 
power of the lineup with the hip- 
swingers jamming the floor for his 
Afro-Cuban rhythms. In the lounge. 
Henrietta Cameron keeps them 


some neatly devised and 
oplaved organ = arrange- 
Lary. 


happy witl 
skillfully 
ments 


Chateau, N. ¥. 
Lillian Roth, Herman Chittiso: 
Trio. Bret Merrison, Patricia Mil- 
burn, Wry Guys (3), Chico; $3.50 
Wwe 


Eastside’s latest contribution to the 
late-hour entertainment circuit, 
opened Sunday (27) in time for the 
lush New Year’s eve trade and has 
a chance of staying around after the 
holidays. Spot has been an eatery 
and cocktail lounge of long-standing 
(Chateau Moderne), and embarked 
on its cafe career with the addition 
of talent and a refurbishing job. 

Room is small with a capaciiy of 
less than 100 and is cheerfully dec- 
orated in a pastel shaded modern 
motif. Although the spot’s size isn’t 
conducive to large entertainment 
budgets, the $3.50 minimum on bev- 
erages alone could conceivably make 


up sufficient revenue to atone for its 
small size 

Top items on this bill are Lillian 
Roth (New Acts) who’s coming back 
to entertainment circles after a hia- 


tus of several years, and the Herman 
Chittison trio, 
mental groups around. 


The Chittison ae long a mainstays 
at the Blue Angel, know how to 


cater to spots devoid of dance floors. 
They aim for and achieve a hieh de- 
gree of melody that make listeners 
oul of sinpers. 

Other item of interest on the 
is Bret Morrison (New Acts) who 
devends on radio shows for his in- 
come, and is now starting to @xpand 
into niteries, 

Patricia Milburn and the Wry 
Guys (both New Acts) complete the 
bill with the singularly named Chico 
making with the piano lulls. 


1 
SHOW 


Jose. 
El Mereceo. Mont! 
Montreal, Dec. 27 
The Buccaneers (b). 
Line (6), Al Grant 


midi, 


Joey Bishop, 
Rosiia & Dino, 
Orch (11): $1.50 


With the kind of entertainment 
being seen currently at this spot, it’s 
no ider that nus.g. biz usually ap- 
parent at this time of the year secms 
to be missing. True, the ropes aren't 
up, but there are fewer tablecloths 
showing than in previous years 

Joey Bishop, back in a return en- 
gavement, tops the layout. It’s ob- 
vious that he’s a vastly improved 
comic since last here, though he did 
register big even then. His timing 
and delivery are smoother, and he 
doesn’t waste time over a gag that 
flat: a point too many cemics 
His maicrial consistine of bits 
and quips rather than anything set, 
has also perked up 
though he does dig back once in a 
while when things slow up. Held 
them all the way and eff to plenty 
applause. 

Vocaliz ny ot 


Wol 


OES 
~ 


HISs 


the Buceancers 
makes for nice balance of the parley, 
the sextet doing a bangup job in 
rangements of tunes from 
current musicals “Oklahoma!” 
medley is clicko teeotfer. with 
mixture from “Annie Get Your Gun” 
also voing over big. Appearance of 
six men on the small floor in this 
intimate boite is attention-getter and 
the slick harmonizing, range of 
voices and smart selling garner 
heity mitts. Alse heard are various 
noevelty errangements (Alexander 
Raetime Band”) and the inescapable 
“White Christmas.” 
Ballroomologists 


- . 
SOCKO ai 


Rosita & Dino 


are clicko in the opening spot fea- | 


lift | 
Short stature 
unusual but 


turing plenty of tricks in the 
and spin departments. 
oi the male partner ifs 


one of the top instru- | 


considerably , 


stint gets good results. Duo come 
back later to bring the payees on 
the floor for a samba lesson. Gim- 
mick gets boffo response. 


fair op night caught, 


Thursday (5). | 


Remains to be seen however, 
whether a shift from name combos, | 
which prevailed at thtse spot for 
some 10 years, to low- budgeted 
comedy will click the cash registers 
here when patronage is still diving 


everywhere. 








———————— 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JANUARY 1 








Namerals tm connection with bills below indicate opening day of show. 
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iggy Apne 1 7 a “ os ' : ; | Letters lo parenthesis indicate ciceult. (1) indepenicat;: (L) Leew- 
the showcutting iz okay ara, | N Ww A ts | (P) Paramount; (KR) RRO; (W) Warner ° 
7 . | , 
Rio Cabana. ’ hai | NEV YORK CIPY Bob Evans 400 Ciub baat 
Chicago, Dec. 27. ae _—- Capitol (Ly) (two le Tex Beneke Cr Ste chara 
r . DP itesamants Pah th ek j 
Jerry Lest Terry Lawlor, Berry | Fromm: Dorsey Ore ar ‘KT FORD a wich Village ina | 1. "pearl ta 
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Bros 29) Nancy Doran, Dow Brad a a re & ta ‘ ‘ ' m Ore  } Frankie Hyers : t ag 
ield. Cee Davidson Oren (8): $3.90 ongs Musie Hall cl) i : . — jt havex On« | la ubae tlew 
15 Mins hcl Ml Oris Ned Harvey Ore Grbetdy 'm 
? Chateau, N. Y. Sets Auaen a 31 Havann-studrid Glecia kt 
: a Pig “ Paco Ke, (Ce ‘ 
lo nite! ew t the notiday I \ ho ’ t i Has t : r , r al Gloria Lebrat r { \ ; ice 8B 
ase s Jerry Lester's so per ence i isical co iv and r : am, shee Margaret ihela ft Notes 
here it a lue tuff witt ( is re 1 comebactl Hramount a 8s . I . 4 Rico Parmen So ) Versailles 
, hold t} AoOo! {< 4 i i! vea ol eth } ' . . is MEAMI | Carlo = ee Lob ( , con — 
‘ ( 1 r for & . o ol . ") 3 ri o Ore jk 
we ho and having to beg off | 4 e ate ‘ bas ga tar (m a6 Keimont Maza 1 i'w ee 
; f Ha y Richmal! " e ha ] he, ong Ma , t | — c ¢< Dean Villuge Ware 
n which he hobbles to the center ot . vill in the intervening years moan : a : . ik iu ' ( ‘and , 
. : ? x \ > } % . in are 
he floor with some crack about the / She has a robust and punchy tianno les «31 tainger tla ron Alicia \\atiace 
bit being from one of Richman’s ; deliver) kno her wav around ' yo NEWARK | Kddie Stor sis Hert Sic 
& ; “ qT) ne « ihe ‘ > 
latest pictures, which+he made mm, am audience and tt feneral adds up Ntate. (i) 2 ‘3 ne Rr re Hotel Commodore yee Lane 
1910. takes about 15 minutes getting to worthy cafe fodder Show Tine 47 | 2 Mawaeds Johnny Long Ore "| hey Venn 
A . ‘ ee. ei 
started During this time vou a With the materia! she has on tap Strand «(W) 2 Artie Hote! Dixte vite 
g , : eS 1 De sesior ' eid a 
‘verything from a t ikeoft on Du- “ hich includes am ed) ey of SONS pe pe - Sew he prORD “he — = a Max rs _ 
rante to some “talented” juggling, she’s identifies With, some special BRO SN tionvaltes tue flow Seiler is senephine f° ® 
; voolu a v 
all making for real yocks. material numbers and excellent ar- wy tndaes (1) 3 nad murray Pp & Ray Pet "eta 
— 2 1 ° ane J rt < 13 e . , ere re 
The Berry brothers two colored ngements of some pops, she's like- | fen Netson Doris : S oll — Don Five 
bovs ! tails and top hats, come vy to more lan get Dy vVaude the Minti ‘ ni& Perron | Marion Spe! an Eddie Gibb 
throi th some nifty soft shoe She comes bv her strong stage in- Wal 1 rATERSON ‘June Arild Wiwel 
tri Stl ’ ‘ . . “%, és by ‘> . I } Moajyestix (t) 2-3 | tsissell @ , Bob Lee 
} ! then a routine fast hoof stinct naturally She's been on the 5 ta & Alle Kies i Poth Gi ile Fiid 
ni yw hetty oplause boards for a long time tlarting out ; ( ' ! Bob Turt 7 an Ainsiie 
Red haired. white gowned, Terry as part of a moppet rn from which | ;, ss | Rotel Pennsylvania | bran 
. \ ’ «*) 1 » > ’ tri e Nor 
Lawlor is no show stopper but doe she graduated to a single and sub- | ( . | i i ns ”"Setel Pen Ore \ wih N . 
Zain attention for her personality sequently to usicals and film En-|* RR are 6-8 I.& kK & bent D' Rix re te 
ce al - . - _ H ‘ - 2 : : 
vocalizing Tees off with “Coffee tire turn shows a great deal of 1 mii an 31 Sie W ° |} Chas Reader Cre Zanzi 
Song,” then “Josephine” and “Pretty know-how which her hiatus of sev- Chan i) & DP Felines | Hote! Tinzra Thelma Carpenter 
Kitts 3lue Eves” fol nice eturns ral vears hasn't Bs as eae” J : iit & ] Steve } . Hildegarde Bunn Rriggs 
t 4 > I ’ r l s F Ci asnt dimmed Jose Sinvie «Sikes : mm he hla a aap Ilal Kanner Ore Kihel Waters 
Line ‘seems to have added some | Diana Craik | PHILADELGHIA | Monte Cn Hot Shots 
sparkle to their usual good terp | The dilenns } , Carmen (1) =-4 G ee Rossevelt MA tig 
work. resulting im a nifty Latin num- BRET MORRISON ni ot tiMOoOKE | oo Sie A HBadds su) Fae ye te A Ore nad s neon Ore 
J : 7 . rences t'rban } P ee ee NM juett 
ber, which turns into fast samba , 5°ngs face a fens oy - Criss Cros Enoch Light Ore Sy Olive: ‘ . 
with appearance of ballerina Nancy , 10 Mins. | lack Leonard J done te fay ul Waldorf-Astoria Zimmerman’s 
Doran, who contribs a neat samba Chateau, N. Y. — “> 24 | ' PB, gs Ri 5 Saevtnn & lang (lg oh ta 
routine. Don Bradfield’s baritoning Bret Morrison, who's “The Shad- ! 4 Pounelly & Bob | The Kemmys John Molinari Zsiga Wels 
of production numbers also rates a’ ow” on the air show, seems to be oe Heme vat Set inka ‘Mare tee te ~ 1 
or! Sine i d ‘ 
nod : quite a versatile citizen. His income |= —_ " TT — =e | Rananas Ore Helen v a rel ' 
Cee — orch — on show- from radio work precludes necessity | ' Al Morgan Men Orlova 
backing and customer dansapation of taking on night wor ‘ , 
: z # on u rk to augment 
Loop. it, but its probably the fact that he THE 3 RAYS CHICAGO 
aaa wants a wider variety of experience | ) t 
. . 5 ev) - Slackhawhk Uoobuige i "c 
Glass Hat. N. ¥. that impels his cafe work wow of Russ Carlyle Ore Stephen Kis) = 
(HOTEL BELMONT-PLAZA) He's displaying a cultivated bati- TOWN CASINO, BUFFALO Woo Woo s Reasnt ion: 
4D MO! sAZ: ’ , *e Weo Sie rset leone 
Bob Russell, Blair & Dean. Frak- tone in his nitery preem—one that FOR © WEEKS “Chen a abe ~ ; 
son. Eddie Stone's Orch: $2.50 mini- | D&S Necessary smoothness and pro- Per, Met.: BILLY CREEDON Tony Martin Song Stylists 
nes | jection. But for intime cafe chores. EDDIE SMITH AGENEY | Pearl Bailes Lauine Glee 
he must yet acquire a warmness to 1501 Brondwas, New Verk | — el ' a. a a 
. d tw iis eaian +) t 
: ; get him completely across As he Gay Claridge i] 
a = ; 7 ! ‘ SS. ‘ ’ dge Ore otel Sherman 
This is a etter bill than most now works, he’s a newooner’s con- | ——=——————————  “dorables (12) Glen Gray Ore 
for the Glass Hat, and the budget | ception of what an east-side emcee | Lucio Garcia Ore — oe 
obviously is higher. too. It’s unfor- | should be rike a ¢ oe ies Charlee Senin one PROVIDENCE Colosimo's Phil Gordon 
unate. t P ‘ ‘ agent — , atl ea. ‘ » Felines ete’p i'm (8) 21-1 | Ryan Bros College | Models 
agg Rie yuo ye and — Warmth won't hurt his cause any. a-8 Gonzales Due The Gascas Hoirl Stevens 
> ‘ ie “ . ‘ “en > ‘ - to is . Ng? , ('lyde ’ 
ransient trade that frequent: He makes an extremely good ap- |, gg _ | Saen Fields jE tla Jule Pa'cho om Bigg be 
this spot can't hold its liquor suf- range in %4 r oe OW I's | ioneys Murcay | Keith Models Ieemnin ive 
| ficiently well te anereek ; | pearance in tails. and if he sticks | (twe te filly | Doris Bave Marie Sha iittie Denner 
th y we o appreciate property at this type assignment he should BOSTON | Ballentines Sel FKeola Ore Weasle I s\een 
such capable performers as Bob {| do well Jose Keithe (R) 2 | Honey bros Coepecabana Boulevar-Deare 
Russell, Blair and Dean, plus Frak- A , een Sy eee Spating = Baris Frank Pas iatia Quarter 
son the magician. At the show ay bil He | SAN: FRANCISCO eo aa pete pe “gr? st ming 
: : ; } Sy 41) b tT . >. » > matin orvethe 
caught it was particularly brutal VICTORIA SCHOOLS | Teornern Irix | fiolden Gate (R) 2 coon ti _ = Ge) e Ba P 
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= ; ep “ > ‘lene & Tloward Well . ee aul Car 
go on at all. > Mins CAMDEN Hie ng Sh mae a Ee “¢ 
’ re os 35 S. ’ , | — imn t “}] sinc n 
Russell remains an ingratiating | State, N. Y. ety ae ey j Me ecans 9 “Palmer gy 
‘ : R aris 
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| : : as been around |, ans Court Sq (1) 381 } : ¥ i \ 
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» reyver . vars < = * 7 ks @1 ald > , “An sOlly 6Oils 
me nt. howe ver, he could brace his , soloist on concert tours and has re- | in Wonk ‘Troupe a aa ‘as ns Gay woods Blackburn (2) 
material. But his looks, baritone | cently completed a role in the late | CHICAGO fire ilies Lenore Abbott Deneesa C18) 
Voice, manner and casualness still | legiter, “Gypsy Lady.” Consequently | , cane (Py) S| oige & Paige cst Olsen “i Rie Cabanon 
ake a y ‘ Par “2 4 . etit < > ) ero ¢ vonne ries ” 
make him a good bet for a Broad- | she shows a polished act. Miss pee bis ge s | ~ptant gl & Rogers Eddie iene A iia ie 
nea sins “mn : : . oS ae tog iia | mn re . : te delice 
2 ical. Schools opens with a coloratura aria | "at Mecad | WASHINGTON Hote! Blackstone Lawlor 
Blair and ] can recently closed at from “Romeo and Juliet” to reveal | Whaling & Yvette | Capitol (fh) 2 Hartmans Don Bradtetd 
La Martinique. just across town.) an essentially rich voice with a| La r Stare (Cla re & Hudson Ramos Oreh rie Lovelies (16) 
and, as alwavs. still sock over thei ae . . / yeh 1 a CINCIN TATE | Shave Sherman Hotel Congress Cee Davidson ‘re 
ere eae sty le ; < over their great deal of technical finish. She's | Alber Ph a j War Bar \ Harding & Moss Vine Gardens 
“~ Tou stun. A bet gyi S magico Is able to take the tricky runs with- | AJvine, Rev Ore Jotun Oe > a Herth ‘Trio Jessie Rosella 
ong since standard, always a puz- | out losing voc: : aul Regan | WOONSOCKET Margie Fields i) Meaghe 
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zler and palm-\ winner. Kahu caught. she did ow At show | jane — | New Park (1) 8 | Kiki Ochart Ors Yamara & Thomas 
' caug sh id two numbers, clos- | Walls |} Hroml’ys & Bar'ewt _ Hotel Continental Jil Fontaine 
; ing with Jerome Kern's “You Are | r Vor Wise s .. | ey ix are . : = Bach's (re Franciseo 
. >” mince (KH) *riteliane & wore Marianne Wewlcte Ine Kish Ore 
Kelly” ss Stable. XN. WY. | ohh All find favor with the pew- | BE Howard Ore (twe te fy Sheldon Rood Mel Cole Ore 
Roy Sedley, Hal Hixon, Fatso oP "ti “eee : — sei) neemennennees mot 
Marco, Marsha Kent, Hilda Wilde,| y,0. Wie appearance department, MARRIAG 
Allegra. Mary Osborne Trio, Bill — Schools stacks up extremely C Bill ES 
Donahue Orch (3): $2.50 minimum. he ne has looks and is “—-- abaret Ss Linda Stirling to Sloan Nibley, 
vy gowned. ose Holly w , , 
se. ood, Dec. 20. Bride is a 
In a harkback to the haleyon day igs screen actress; groom a screen 
a he . ays serere: «9 ji : 
of Jack White's old Club 18, boniface WRY GUYS (3) SEW FORE Gt oe - 
George Lynch has switched from a Comedy Aquarium iceland Charlotte Jablons to Leonard 
jive policy to zany entertainment 10 Mins. Lionel Itlampion O lice Revue Sitomer, New York. Dec. 24. Bride 
ith - = iol ; | Chate N Hine Ange P Whieman Ir Ori: J ina . 
with Roy Sedley carrying the pitch | ae. N. x. John iuckmaster Kelty’ ' is secretary to Earl Wilson, N. Y. 
to a more adult trade than the! The Wry Guys are allempting | Alys Robi Rer 8 4 gaa Post saloon editor: groom is in the 
younger element. which formerly | Something different in the male trio | \ic""'s — | atso Marco William Morris A nae Sanit i 
frequented this 52nd street bistro.  tYPe of humor, but unfortunately sinart ‘ous | Perret tes Vanners D % — — lean a 
Minimum has been upped and it's PT selection of material spoil any | Klis farkin 8 | Hat Hixon ean Cornell to Tom Means, 
. ° ~ ‘ eer . ) + . 
the house's fond belief that the new chances ol showing ott to advantage j Gok seek ag 4 | a Cannes Kensington, Mad., Dec » > i Groom is 
type of patron will tend to linger | preem at the Chateau. The boys | (mowatewa} te ima WOL-Cowles promotion director in 
longer than the vouthful set which | 2ttempt literate takeoffs on various | fimmie Meozers tr — = oo Washington. 
used to duck in and out, depending ty pe of act: and radio commercials tree Re ed Machito Orc — Ann McCormick to Jackie Coogan, 
on the size of their allowance. along with special material SONgS, |‘ . iam: ee i Pur: Campo Ore Los Angeles, Dec, 26. Bride is an 
Elimination of the bandstand in but their humor is the type that Cafe Society \ , Martinique =| actress: groom is the former kid 
favor of a miniature stase for black- reads well but lacks punch when (Uptewn) ntl Wontee Al ao. : ; 
outs in the rear of dance floor gives enacted vocally, Diance Remuardt | dane dale he oe 
spot a bit more room. Mainspring They make a nice appearance and l meserta ‘toe Hive Siuart Ore |. Peggy Gordon to Dick McCormick, 
of show, Sediey ts aided aad shetted have 20od vocal equipment. but ‘ack | i. dain fad ty tn Quarter | Los Angeles, Dec. 24. Bride is a 
bv Hal Hixon and Fatso Marco. all the experience aud anaSe rial a oe) oes aie | George vienna a 
of whom keep up @ running com- cafe and vaude circuit Jose. — cucciens “ii paenee | Burt Lancaster to Norma Andere 
n entary of ad libbing and customer - uiilten Bertie | Severtt a Piraut son, Yuma. Dec. 28. Groom is film 
vaiting which latter ; ake ¢ ‘ “liv Are hick Giadke i actor: i ; is 
; m hicl ; latter all take eood PATRICIA MILBURN wale Ardelty I Haulres tk actol : bride is former USO enter- 
naturedly. Despite his corny mate- Sones Viarion Colby War | tainer 
rial—using such gems as “ * eeige Ven Yost Singere “pray , - , , 
vour brother” "No ~~ I Bones 10 Mins. Miriam Gwinn |. — a Fiddles Patricia Quinn to Forrest Stand- 
living!” variety ‘ betiev'e haaier ef Chateau, N. 4. Re Bangs Pan ™ | Rurke al ley, Dallas, Dec. 24. Both are mem- 
: . ‘ . . \ ‘ alricig bur mis ‘ j sOOr Ke ables . . ~ , 
broad, clean and iftoffensive and -. alrigia Milburn, with additional | trayces Chun oe ae bers of the Dallas Symohony 
$ . “WwW ‘rience , . > . - OF «4 Wi ppercd ; ‘ ‘fF ‘ eArcia . 
easily makes for a diverting hou ite m ‘for ‘etiene ag v ” wartay {ai x ling [sherry Britton | Orchestra. 
aye , : a aye ‘ ntimeries Oice needs |7 5 me {Art Waner Ore 
Also contributing to the hilarities additional polishing before she’l! get | ose | ¢ urbello Ore | Morte Carte | 
are Marsha Keut a cute bl = he eff i Capacavana ag | 
+ HB. . cu onde | the effects she’s striving for, but in | Sid Cees « Gasvarre © 
chirper, who warbles “It's a Great delivery and appearance she stacks | Rene au! | aiaere Mr. i 7 
Day tor the Irish.” and bruret Hilda up well te oeey 7 on x ee — 4 cea a 
Wilde, whose shapely chassis is set Miss Milburn has a nice ballad cine a chil } nities | New York, Dec. 26. Mother is formes 
7 SS « < sMiew ¢ fetal es ° 
off to good advantage by a form- | style, but needs sharpening in the | it® Suare: * eecae pee Joy Balaban, daughter of A. J. 
ae = gown. She fetchingly rhythm department Jose | Mic nel Derse Ore a ne ' ;fand Mrs.) Balaban, general mat- 
chants. “Love , Sweepi . Se rank Marti Ore vs | anes Pe » ’ 
Country” and “South Arm len Webs ee ae Joo | ‘Porte 0 ho ee ee eer ie a 
, Se 2 America Take ° ’ . Si | Joe La Porte Ore Mr. ar Ss ry ‘atsburg 
It Away.” Allegra, another femme Dixon 5, N. Le Expanding Herman, Hyde eee twin 3¢ 2 sei —" ry 
betes ts . . i rner Twin talph teint ' SOs, ’ ° , 
—— though a hefty one, con- Dixon's steak house, N. Y., which | a ll ba | Mar i Ore Father r kt na ae ? 
“ibs shrill “Cosi Cosa.” : eer ar 7 sone nude ome” Os c é -r is Known on radio as Henrys 
tribs’ a shrill “Cosi Cosa. started as the Club 18, is dividing its | Jacke Cleason Rogers Cerner | Morgan , abil 
: Mary Osborne Trio. comprising layort into two parts, with separate | ital Han hen Rlema ies Mr. d Wel 
asl afl . ; i , . « | a nie " ar “eS acl: ‘Htinel, 
bass, electric suitar and piano, is a entertainment in each room. Dar- | Tables bray + jiiay Vlades Arse oars. Jack see 
so-so group whose chief value lies in) ganella trio h: be je F 2. |Renald & Itudy Fron Baise daughter, Pittsburgh, Dee. 1 
Miss Osborne's voice and string Bin on en set for the! jack dat) ee. ee oe Father's with RKO exchange 
strumming. Sam Donahue’s three- front part of the house, while the | NeWe Siv«le Gre ert eee Pitt 
> Joe Mooney quartet will conti fa Sore | fl bib vay a , 
piece combe supplies okay dansapa- ¥ quartet will continue in KI Chico Chu Chu Martin » Mr. and Mrs. Hal Klein. son, Cul- 
ez 
tion. Though coal blackout badly the main room. Powia tiv 1 'aqellc ricia | y *54 “» ' 
affected the strect last week biz oan New operation starts Jan 3 Migs) ¢ Albaicin fal ih Vani racy ia ver City, Dec. 25. ai:'e@r le a@saiste 
’ vi s : - Chelo Villareal Actus Mavei Gre | @Qt director at 20th-Fox, 
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’ 
Capitol, N. Y. 
Tommy Dorsey Orch (37) with 
Stuart Foster, Charlie Shaver; Jack 
Carter, Virginia Austin; “The Secret 
Heart” (M-G), reviewed in VARIETY 
Dec. 4, “46. 


Tommy Dorsey's oversize band 
eurr nt at the Capitol is playing it’s 
Jast theatre date for the present. 
With the present downward trend 
jn theatrical economics, few vauders 
will be playing bands of that size. 
The stage-filline Dorsey crew which 
includes 20 femme-string section of a 


p, cellos, violas and fiddles, plus 
an orthodox male crew of 17, is one 
of the last of the super-sized bands 


4n added fillip is the addition of 


Walter Gross for solo spot in “Rhap- 
sody in Blue Uncut version of the 
piece is generally too long to sus- 
tain interest in vauders However, 
the terrific arrangement and Gross’ 


brilliant ivorying make it entirely 
palatable to the pewholders 

TD has already disbanded his reg- 
ular crew, and current crop of mii- 
sickers represents a prize detachment 


from Local 802. It may not be his 
magnum opus musically, but stage- 
wise it’s as potent a collection as 
he’s ever gathered. Trumpet soloist 
Ch rlie Shaver, who at one time 
did the arrangements for John Kirby 
contributes some lush horn embroid 
ery along with Dorsey's smooth trom- 
boning. Their hot pieces get a tre 
mendous rise from the crowd as do 


the subdued pieces. Although the} 
femmes are decorative, there’s not | 
much that they coniribute outside of 
some counter-pointing and a few 
spots on their own. Altogether Dor- 
sey puts on a bandshow that’s on a 
level with anything he’s done in local | 


vauders and there’s no complaint 
from either boxoffice or entertain- 
ment viewpoint. Stuart Foster, in the | 


| Draper, 
|Up and Dream” (RKO). 


incidentally, is slightly topheavy in 
two departments, terp and comedy. 
Gals have entertaining routine but 
their terpability fails to live up. 

No bill here would be complete 
without a blackout, and Spider 
Bruce obliges nicely. 


Band comes bork with “’Tain't 
What You Do, It’s the Way That 
You Do It” and then has Nick 


Brooks doing “The Things We Did 


Last Summer.” Brooks has high- 
pitched tenor not unlike a certain 
spot of Ink. Salesmanship lacking, 
and returns are only fair. 

Tip, Tap and Toe, a sock dance 
act, are spotted next to closing. 
These boys have plenty of terp sell 
ing ability and work well together 
in spite of the fact that their in- 
dividual styles are extremely dif- 
ferent. While one does a novelty 
slide dance, another toetaps for top 


returns, and the last goes through 


a Straight clickeroo terp siep rou- 
tine. Aud loves it 

Lunceford brings out a quartet 
from the reed and brass sections to 
do “Sit Back and Relax” and “Mar- 
zie.” There’s a nice balance between 
comedy and rhythm’ here, wi'h 
Brooks showin« better than he did 
solo. 

Windup on the bill are Lewis 
and White, with fine comedy chat- 
ter, dance, and noveity layout. Act 


starts with a plant in an upper box 


and some chatter that’s corny, but 
they put it over. Down on the stage 
one of the boys does a fair dance 
bit while the other shows some new 
tw s ic baton twirling Socko 
closer. Tomm. 


RKO. Boston 


Boston, Dec. 28 
“Earl Carroll Vanities,” with Mer- 
cer Bros., Joyce & Jinuny Vey, Joe 
Mole, Coley Worth, Vernon. & 


Ben Yost’s Vikings; “Wake 


Strand, N. Y. 
Vaughn Monroe Orch (23) with | 
|Betty Norton, Moon Maids (5), 


| Since 


Routine stuff of a familiar nature 


male solo spot, does “Beguine” and | lool 
“Old Man River” to hit hearty mitts. | but nicely produced, nice looking 
TI f th how ie Sect gals, and okay standard specialties. 
_the rest 0 Vj ac Ss ae at 1 7ack | Pleases the holiday customers looking 
elias Tineinis S s 4 : 
erg and a a ti vr / pve | for cheesecake, and should build to | 
Jarly measures up to standard. ar- |a good New Year’s Eve biz. what 


ter, who isn't new to Stem stage! 
shows, hasn't lost his exuberance be- 
tween Broadway appearances. He's 
the type comedian that breaks up the 
musicians as well as the audiences 
and never does the same show twice 
in a row. His zany impressions, | 
choice line of small talk and throw- 
away gags get Maximum response. 
Virginia Austin’s puppet act is on 


the cute side, sometimes Overly so 
She endows the clown doll with a | 
fetching personality and skillful | 


manipulation, but talk is too sugary 
for adult consumption. Nonetheless 
she provides the novelty note on the 
program for a good take. Jose. 


—— — 


Adams, Newark 
Newark, Dec. 26. 
Paul Small’s “Show Time of 1947,” 
with Slate Bros., Fay Carroll, Betty 
Jane Smith; Ladd Lyon, Lucienne & | 
Ashour, Dorothy Byton Girls (12): 
Fabulous Suzanne (Rep.). 











A fast, flashy extravaganza sets ‘up 

a furidbus 65 minutes for the holiday 
session. Paul Small, agent and entre- 
preneur, has.shot the works in his 
new package. The pace is rapid and 
the individual acts are smartiy rou- | 
tine Plenty of cute costumes for 
the girlie line as well as brightly 
painted backdrops, some of them in 
luminous paint, make this something 
of an eye feast. 
_In spirit, the revue is 
like clean burlesque. The slapstick 
«nd sketches are none too pointed 
and a good deal of the patier is tired 
stuff. 

Liveliest of the performers—and 
onstage most—are the Slate Brothers. 
three lively lads equipped to sing. 
dance, tM stories, do acrobatics and | 
sling pies at each other. They're 
funny. So is Ladd Lyon, equilibrist, 
Who has a fine time ribbing the cus- 
tomers. 

Fay Carroll, slim looker’ with 
strong pipes, leads a couple of sharp 
Production numbers, best being “The 
Coffee Song.” Lucienne and Ashour 


something 


call a few new turns on standard 
apaehe routine and lead into a vai 
adasio involving the Slates and a 
cummy dressed like Lucienne for a | 
wild finale. 
Betty Jane Smith is festured | 
Cancer and trips about with a slack 
sort of tempo. It’s a good show 
Bran. 


Apollo, N. ¥. 


Jimmie Luneeford Orch 7+: with 
Nick Brooks. Smith Sisters (3), 
Mason & Vigal, Lewis & White: Tip, 
“p & Toe; “House of Horrors «U). 





Harlem's top house has come up 
with a neat holiday package. With | 
entertainmen: values on a nazar with 


marquee lure, there were plenty 
Standees at session caught, 

" ; : 
_The Jimmie Lunceford aggrega- 
tion shows enough drive to satisfy 


the tastes of a hep audience, but 
enough finesse and discipline to keep 
from being unpleasant. They open 
With a socko-rocko medley after 
Lunceford ex lains what he’s try- 
NZ to do musically, showing a light 


melodic patter behind heavy 
rhythm and brats chords. 
Three Smith Sisters follow with 


€ run-of-the-mine dance act. Bill, 


| manner and 


with a midnight show, though there 
wasn t much trade around = on 
opener, It was building fast by 
second show, however. 

Production numbers include a 
couple of extra good South Ameri- 
can ditties, “Babalu” and “Sloppy 
Joe's.” Both have suitably exotic 
ideas and offer 
undercut costumes, 
tine is there but 
effect. Another number brings the 
gais out on bikes to do fairly tricky 


Frank Fonéaine, Ziggy Talent. John- 
ny Mack, “The Time, The Place and 
The Girl” (WB), reviewed in VARIETY 
Dec. 11, °46. 

This guy Vaughn Monroe, whose 
voice has had more brickbats tossed 
at it than most current pop singers, 
puts on Guite a stage show. 


As a matter of fact, his current 
exhibition at this heuse should be 
seen by a good many of his con- 
temporaries and if they drew some 
ideas trom it perhaps there would 
be less beefing from theatre bookers 
about the entertainment value of 
name orchestras at the prices they 

k. And that the process is not re- 
stricted to a band of the type Mon- 
roe leads is easily proved by Lionel 
Hampto) whose outfit can curl 
vour hair at 300 paces, vet is one of 
the crack stage groups in the busi- 
ness. with choral bits, etc. 


Monroe does his job with only one 
accompanying act, the remainder 
stemming from the band or people 
he carries with it—for example, 
Frank Fontaine. And there isn’t a 
slow spot in the entire hour, includ- 
ing the getaway numbers 
Most bands, because somebody at 
the top of the heap started it, have 
been partial to a fast, tm way 
nuinber to launch a OW 
That's been w Mon- 

ntroducing his 
right into two 
with the Modoén 
Lazy Day” and 
“Things We Did Last Summer.” 
both were good RCA record 
hits. most bandleaders wouldn't 
think of inserting them anywhere 
but in a prominent midway spot. 
For Monroe, they get his show off at 
a fast pace, which never slackens., 
only musical 


Ow; 
stages} 
rong {01 yeals 
brief item 
then pops 
numbers 


roe does a 
people, 
recoraead 


Maids—“It’s My 


Too, there is 
flagwave) 
an arrangement of 
Toys” near the close. That would be 
inconceivable to most maestros ac- 
customed to doing things one way, 
minus any of the imagination a guy 
able to earn $10,000 a week might be 
expected to have—or buy. Most of 
the remaining numbers are accom- 
panied by five strings, muted brass, 


one 


“March of the 


saxes, plus a dejinite rhythmic un- 
dertone. Monroe's eight brass, five 
| sax, four rhythm, and strings, in- 


stunts, with Joe Mole highlighting it | 


with tricks on bikes and unicycles, 
some of them gagged up and all ot 
them plenty skillful. 

Supporting acts, mostly dancing, 
are fine, with Mercer brothers in 
two spots getting staunch kudos for 


their comedy hoofing. Vernon and 
Draper, in comedy adagio, likewise 
well-liked. and Joyce and Jimmy 


Vey ditto in fast taperoos and xylo- 
phone specialty. These dancing acts, 


| in fect, rank at the top, any one of 


them being ordinarily sufficient to 
‘arry the hoofery dept. 

Coley Worth wows as usual in a 
couple of patter slots, one of them 


| grouping. 


; ou* 


with hiS standard breakaway fiddle, | 


and Ben Yost’s Vikings, male chorus, 


lel i archi t s-hhowder | 
click in the marching and chc at drum 


| passe 


All in all very okay 
but solid pattern. 
Elie. 


song division. 
in the standard 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 26. 
Burl Ives, Larry Storch, Lorraine 
Roonan & Pat McCaffrie, Bob Whal- 


ling & Yvette, Lou Breese Orch ener 


“Blue Skies” (Par.). 


Midwest opening of Irving Ber- 
lin's “Blue Skies” is the main draw 
here with stage bill getting a fast 
run through between pictures. Bill 


seens a bit skimpy, but all the acts 
do a good job with the time allottea 
them. 

Headliner is Burl Ives, folk ballad 
singer. He sets the holiday mood 
with his rendition of a hobo’s dream, 
“Big Rock Candy Mountain,” ‘“‘Fog- 
ey, Fogyy Dew,” and “Blue Tail 
Fly... Has the old cracker barrel 
; plays his guitar and 
as if he just walked into a 
country store and was jest settin’ a 


sings 


bit before going on. 

Bobby Whaling and Yvette open 
with comie antics on a breakdown 
| bicycle and get the gasps from the 


| crowd with Whaling doing the finale 


on a 10-foot unicycle. oe 
Larry Storch leads off his impres- 
sions with Cary Grant and then runs 


the gamut of George Sanders. 
Humphrey Bogart, Peter Lorre. and 
Frank Morgan. Young _ satirist 


builds up his skits with fresh mate- 
rial and good physical characteristics 


| of his subjects. 

Lorraine Rognan and her new 
partner, Pat McCaffrie. do their 
zany ballroom and _ hoke_ fooling 


around. Miss Rognan has a flexible 
body which lands in most every 
part of the siage. Gal, who is really 
a fine dancer, commits mayhem on 
her straight man to bring robust 
laughs. McCaffrie does creditable 
solo on the cornet while part- 
nel switches to hei ballroom 
costume to waltz to the “Blue 
Danube.” Duo do a very good job 


| of straight dancing for two minutes 


and then the bodies fiy—male mem- 
ber ending in the orch pit. Have to 
bee off. 


' ; | cidentaliy, forms a better band than ! 
the gals in suitable | 
Usual vocal rou- | 
with no particular | 


any he has ever had. 

Leader's vocals, of course, are the 
peg on which the whole thing hangs. 
He doesn’t do too many alone, con- 
fining himself to “Somewhere In the 


Night” and “September Song” and 
working with the Moon Maids, an 
attractive looking quintet who do a 
nice job, on others. Also in the 
vocal division is Betty Norton and 
Zigey Talent, latter from the sax 


Miss Norton tees off with 
a special arrangement titled, “With- 
a Man.” It’s a cute piece, por- 
tions of which seem to lack taste, 
and it doesn't seem to fit her too 
well, Nevertheless, the audience 
goes for it heavily: ditto for her 
succeeding “Ole 
Talent pops in late with, “Josephine 
Don't Lean On Bell” and a bit 
titled “Vitamins.” He's also a solid 
click. 
In one slot, 
solos, 
in band 
by some leaders. 
brought to the 


Monroe takes a poke 
which are by now 
shows, but still used 

His drummer is 
mike with all his 
equipment. He starts knocking 
himself out until other musicians 
take his equipment away from him, 
piece by piece, and put it back in its 


proper piace. Finally, the guy is 
bereft of even his drum sticks and 
with the crack. “I ain't going to 
guit now.” he starts into a dance 


It's a comical, satirical touch. 

Frank Fontaine, a non-playing 
member of the band, is a happy ad- 
dition nevertheless. Guy's a clever 
mimic. He's on quite a while with 
vocal apings of the usual top stars 
then does an impression of a boiled 
peasant who came up a sweepstakes 
winner. He's great. 

All in all. this show is one of the 
best by a name band in a Broadway 
house in reeent months. Monroe 
deserves a lot of credit for applying 
himself toward staging something 
different. More maestros should do 
likewise Wood. 


7” A. 
Dec. 27. 
Stooges, Sheila 
Stapletons (2), Emil 


Million Dollar, 
Los Angeles, 


Gant, 3 
The 


Ce cil 
Rovers, 


and Evelun; Al Lyons’ Million Dol- | 
Lady” | 


lar orch (9): 


(Mono? 


“Missing 


Mighty smooth working vaude 
bill is playing the house for Christ- 
nas Week. Variety turns add up to 
aughs, songs and thrills. Headliners 
the Three Stooges (Shemp and 
Howard, and Larry Fine). For 
comedy trio, gags are sur- 
prisingly clean and they work hard 
to sell their fun. At show caught, 
trio apparently was as knocked out 
by material as the audience, indulg- 
ing in a weiid dramatic bit 
light opera rendition of a tune titled 
“I Have Girl Named Nellie,” plus 
other skits. It's a knock-about, broad 
turn that is clicking at this film- 
vaude house 

In different vein is the socko piano 
work of Cecil Gant. He opens with 
a boog:e number then vocals special 
lyrics to “In a Little Spanish Town” 


are 
Moe 


P int 
a iOW 


used all the way through, | 


Buttermilk Sky.” | 


and a | 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


|}and “Mr. Ghost.” Encores are an- 


other boogie bit and solid keyboard 
workout on “Solitude. Sheila Rogers 
is singing coinedienne who pleases 
| with vocal impersonations. Best are 


| her takeoffs on Joan Davis and 
stylized imitation of “Lauren Be- 
cool” that baits wolf calls from the 
audience. Gal does that on form 
alone, makin’ eyeful stage appear- 
ance 


The Stapletons, dance team, have 
the holiday spirit and grace their 
turn with neat routines out of the 
ordinary for tervp worn. Show opener 
is acrobatic act of Emil and Evelyn. 
They are slick balancers and teeter- 
board 
and 

Al Lyon’s pit bai.d gets pros 
under way with Christmas tunes 
played while Yule card 
is illuminated age Brog 


artists, i 1»xaking difficult 


lifts seem simple 


catcnes 
ram 


giant-sized 


on st 


De Cc 26. 


CDerbemunt zed. 
Chicago, 
Kathryn 
ton, Gene 
(3). Bob 
(M-G). 


John- 
Fontaines 


Show-Off’ 


Johiinie 
The 
wTMe 


Grayson, 
Sheldon. 
Hopkins; 


show, 


Holiday plus Red Ske:ton 
in “The Show-Off” on screen, makes 
for a 


solid two weeks of heavy 


money. Bill aas double action pull 
with Kathryn Grayson and het 
hubby-to-be, Johnnie Johnston 
grabbing the famlly trade ana 
youngsters in the house. Rest of the 
bill is also pleasing. 

Ray Lang moves his orch from 
the pit to gala holiday hedecked 
stage to open the show with the 
lead tune of “A Pretty Girl,” bring- 


ing on the Fontaines, two men and 
gal who do fancy handstand bits in- 
terspersed with Lallroom routines. 
Fem, a looker, does the understand- 
ing in most numbers. 

Rubber faced Bob Hopkins does 
a series of rapid fire impreshes be- 
side handling m.c. chore. Doesn't use 


| the same old material that most of 
them do, and inter ;eaves one with 
| the other, which gives them more 


|} than just a bit status. Really socks 


them with his imitates of theatre 

laughers and then encores with a 
drunk laugh to “Holiday For 
| Strings,” which set house chuck- 
| ling. 


| Hopkins brings on Johnnie John- 


ston who selis his basitoning with 
ease, Blond crooner sets a fast 
pace with “Route 66” and then 
brings out the screams with “The 
Things We Vid Last Summer.” 
Rounds out act with a Jerome Kern 
medley of the lesser sung numbers 
like “Yesterday,” “Dearly Beloved,” 
“Fine Romance,” and “Al! the 
Things You Are.” Does a boffo job 
on encore, “Old Man River.” 


Gene Sheldon, his guitar and vi- 
brato knees, has the kids giggling | 


all through the act. Harry Langdon 


type panto piece on “thank you” 
which gets yocks from the older 
people in the aud and even from 


| the kiddies that don’t remember the 
pace favecd pantomimist. 


| Miss Grayson, songstress from 
| the films, has plenty class. Does 
neat job on “Sempre Libra,” 


“Jealousy” and “All of a Sudden My 
| Heart Sings.” Johnston returns for 
i duo with her on “Down By The 
| Sea,” and “I Hear Music” to solid 
applause. House sold out for first 
show with the ropes up. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Dec:.2g. 


Pansy the Horse (3), Pitchmen (3), 
Justin Lawrie Choir, Sam Jack 
Kaufman House Orch; “Show-Off- 
(M-G). 

Capitol’s bill is nicely tailored to 
fit town’s taste and holiday mood. 
| Accent is on comedy, with Christmas 
| theme confined to special choral-orch 
number and to house organist Milt 
Slosser’s community sing. 

Though top billing is given to 
Christmas act. standouts in show are 
The Pitchmen, trio of zany musicians. 
Pivot of act is comedian, who han- 
dies gags, does variety of instrument 


imitations with mouth organ, and 
clowns with assortment of trick in- 
struments. Pianist sticks to  ac- 


companiment and third guy fills in as 
straight man. Troupe’s “Flight of the 


Bumble Bee” and imitations of name 
band leaders are side-splitting and 
get big returns. 

Murphy Sisters, songsters, go ove) 
|} neatly. Offerings are: standard, but 
gals are animated, work hard, and 
have a pleasant way with a song 
Are out of their element with such 
<emi-classics as “Summertime.” but 
click in “South America. Take It 
Away” and a novelty ditty with 
character bits for each chantoosey. 


A solid hit. 
Pansy the Horse, with an eye-fill- 


ing babe as “trainer,” is still good 
\for laughs. Everybody knows what 
to expect, but effect is riotous, and 


i 


gets plenty mitting. 

Gloria Gilbert, terp curtain raiser. 
has a routine which 
variations of a fast toe twirl. Gal is 
a human top, and fills spot nicely. 

The religious note is struck in the 
lavish Christmas spectacle, which is 
the standard Yule carol 
| effectively staged behind scrim cur- 
tain, and complete even to angels in 
the boxes. Lowe. 


| have a 


amounts to)| 


number, | 


State, N. Y. 

Johnny Morgan, Yvette, Boy Foy, 
Peggy Taylor Trio, Mack Triplets, 
The Chocolateers (3), Louis Basil's 
House Orch; “Undercurrent” (M-G). 


Holiday spirit permeates current 
stanza at Loew’s State via Louis 
Basil and pitcrew spotied in an at- 
.ractive setting on stage for medley 
of nostalgic tunes topped by Basil 
and two of the sidemen hammering 


out “Beer Barrel Polka” on _ sus- 
pended whiskey bottles. Novelty 
sets things nicely for the slick lay- 
out of acts that follow There's 
plenty diversity in the latter, all 
tandards who've been around and 
ach winning merited response from 
the outfronters 

Peggy Taylor Trio paces show in 
lively tempo with nifty adagio con- 
rib, with male partners tossing Miss 
Tavlor around for a lic posturing 
thé sets well Mack Triplets, 
femme songsters, follo and score 
1 their close harmony stanza with 
“Coffee Song” and “Her Bathing 
Suit Never Got Wet” getting the 
best returns. 4 

30y Foy has them in the palm of 
hand throughout his juggling feats 
cone on regulation and king-sized 
unicycles. Lad juggles balls, hoops 
and other objeets while balancing 
self on the one-wheelers with sur- 


prising dexterity to win a loud send- 
off. 


Johnny Morgan, youthful radio 
omic, clicks in the comet slot with 
nis jibes al radio commei als, 
parody on housing hortage and 
ribbing of the hoss opera formula 
which sets him solid with the 
payees. Some of his stuff could 


stand punching up for bette: 
but mest of it is commercial. 

Yvette, song stylist, gets over neat- 
ly in her song stanza. Coming on 
to a nice reception she holds them 
throughout. Teeing off with a nov- 
elty number she follows with “I 
Know It’s You I Love” for change of 
pace and then whams over “Doin’ 
What Comes Natur’ily” for plenty 
npalm-whacking. They bring her 
back for “I'll Be Yours,” sung in 
French and English, for additional 
salvos. 

The Chocolateers, male trio of 
sepia dancers, also register high on 
the decibels with their expert hoof- 
ing, interlarded with zany antics and 
practically knocking themselves out 
to please. A solid act for any bill. 

Basil and crew provide the usual 
good backgrounding for ihe acts. 

Edba. 


results, 


Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, Dec. 27. 


Roscoe Ates with Nona Carver, 
Jackie Jay, Howard & Wanda Bell, 
Corina Pena, Tower Orch (9) with 


Jack Parks and Kenny Field; “Stars 
Over Texas” (PRC) and “A Scandal 
in Paris” (UA). 

Talent lineup is a notable improve- 
ment over past couple of weeks. 
There's a neat tie-in in the personal 
appearance of Roscoe Ates along 
with film, “Stars Over Texas,” in 
which he has comic role. Stuttering 
comic holds up his end of the vaude 
bill okay, and all around it’s a bet- 
ter week. 


Musical sendoff for show is the 
“Coffee Song” by Jack Parks and 
band with Kenny Field on vocal. 


Jackie Jay steps out of his standard 
wacky character to hold forth as 


m.c. and brings on Howard and 
|Wanda Bell in the deuce spot. 
| Couple’s routine of adagio acro- 


| batics. teeterboard spins and balane- 
| ing are nifty and has the audience 


. ° j it 1 > - ay. 
Gloria Gilbert, Murphy Sisters (3), | with them all the wa: 


Jay does his own round of tricks 


following. Varies his turn’ with 
musie from pocketful of flute-like 
toys, imitation of Donald Duck, and 


a clarinet windup, all on the eccen- 
tric comedy side. 


Ates is on in the closing spot 
beginning with a. stuttering mo- 


nology. and giving way to Nona 
Carver's vocal of “Sympathy.” Two 
round of comic dialog, but 


pace lags somewhat on this. Ates 
closes with some tomfoolery § on 
musical instruments borrowed from 
the band and gagged throughout. 
Quin 
Divinpia. Wim 
.Miami, Dec. 26. 
Gracie Barrie, Lou Saxon, Mon- 


tana Kid & Campbell Sisters. Fiske 


& Tranima, Wilfred Mae Trio, Les 
Rhode House Orch: “Never Say 
Goodbye” (WB). 


Blend of sophisticated, slapstick 
and corn in this weeks layout adds 
up to a biz drawing holiday show 


Gracie Barrie sockocs with her 
smooth song stint The trim little 
sivlist garners solid returns with 
“Doin? What Comes = Natur'ly,” 
among others.’ Begved off. 


Lou Saxun emcees in top manner 
and in his own spot purveys some 
fresh gags and stories that click. 
Stuff is delivered in confident, easy 
manner for healthy reception. 

On the novelty side, fhe Wilfred 
Mae trio offer up a hoop turn that 
gets laughs and gasps in equal pro- 
| portion. Fiske and Trama. with an 
act remindful of Barto and Mann, 
| gather a good portion of giggles. 
Undiluted corn right from the 
range marks the stint of the Montana 
Kid and the Campbell! sisters. It's 
all there, the drawling delivery, the 
| Suitar strumming end for a tenper 
'a black mare with a hooffull of 
i tricks. Lavy. 
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stage and screen in “Marius” and on 
the screen in “Cesar.” Pagnol was 


“Murder” is about as elaborate a 
musical job as postwar Vienna has 


her fiance and his mother both very 
(Continued on page 44) 


dio, and possibly reappear on the | now 
i Stage, in the spring. 


| 


called Leley 


Square,” 


“The Lady of 





° : 
+ * 
Plays Abroad SI “— git 
t Pacific 1860 lvery reluctant to permit the stage . Louis J. Singer is reported to have been coupled with J. J. Leventhal : 
London. D ”) | production with a substitute — for Arthur Hopkins in their abortive proposal to supply $50,000 additional coin needed before 
sO * ec. 2 3 pan | . : 

Prince Littler vr dnhieak oe aap den Raimu. This has been settled by cast- | “Beggar's Holiday” could open at the Broadway, N. Y., last week. Their 
fouanee in acts by Noel Coward. D ng Henri Vilbert as Cesar. He has} writes plan was claimed to be anything but altruistic, with the result that the 
hy i otaocae” “ae Wekeee” eee oe re same stature and — as — /musical’s presenters, Perry Watkins and John R. Shepperd, Jr. turned 

: + < * . al ves an exemplary pertorm- e : é ae , ‘ ears . . is {le 

Lane, dandon, D 104 7 s nal . I I About Revivals down the loan because of the attendant conditions demanded. Understood 
ow oP tec oo ‘Byivin ¢ The play has evervthing that that Leventhal and Singer wanted their coin back out of the first m ey 
Mis. 8 M ‘ makes for success. It is well pro- in mext week's earned by “Holiday,” a 25% and 12% % of the profits. In addition. it jc 
IX St \t ' ced. beautifully acted by a very alleged that Singer sought a mortgage on Sheppard's home in Westche te) 
Trud \\ Mpa cust and provides = soine 4] st fnniversary Kdition but later withdrew that demand. Sheppard raised the needed cash at the 
M ( Kio i ‘ply MeV » scenes and alse plenty last minute, it being loaned to him by a wealthy physician 

‘ } ’ fun ] ‘ rd - °° one 5 as . 

+ i a ad ( 1 ypical ot or Holiday, which opened Thursday (26), got mixed notices bit irew 
- - ! 7 \ > il ~ . ; . 

i MeGra =i hy a ’ Fy a irtual capacity on Saturday (28) night It represents an investment rf 

truth for = - » than $300.000 

4 Y i " tell hi li YT VARIE Y nore than $500,006 
=f , " ) " Q | Marius whi 
al . . St 1 vl ; 

; . ? Frye as the ym of Rain Will Morrissey relates an incident during a recent visit to Dallas whe 
a ; n Marseill n off to he called on a prospective backer for “Texas,” a local musical dus ean 
: : ' er , - $$$ scaniatremementiial Latter was reading a Billy Rose “Pitching Horseshoes” article reprinted 
Sir 4 ‘ ‘ i h O ‘ Like Marius, the lo . in VARIETY and said: “Well vou picked a fine dav Thi : t - ~ 
te a , G . . . ittem! ted It prove the stage here : Pe ‘ an 4 7 t } . < é us Vari States that 

ve vhich takes place some not ready vet for anvthing re- anybody who puts $250,000 into a musical show should get his head ex- 

Reopening of the Drury Lane) 290 years late opens when Panisse, quiring as much mechanical and di- amined The actor-impresario was unabashed. He replied that “Texay” 
theatre and vroduction of a new » ship chandler who ha married | rectoria!l skill. Despite long rehearsal didn't need that much coin 
sho by Noel Coward is a double!Q Dema ind adopted the boy time and postponed preem, stage New show is slated to play auditoriums. Morrissey, too, has plans for 
event of the first magnitude he ( riot who is really Marius’ son mechanics were bad opening night. a musical to be produced in Mexico City 
and brings London back to its old about to The boy, who has To the American eve it was all too “Texas” is being done by Morrissey and Percy Oakes, an agent. Claim 

. _ ] — rT _ Peri . 1 fa } : Pr) . r * _-. ‘ ° > € 
th atrica form Old Drury has been | by brought up in Paris and ae bad, even for Vienna , is that around $100,000 of Dallas backing his been pledged, and another 

< Ol lore than seve rs h c a Nisst Ss Stolz, wh ant c g in S ef , gee : 

dark to =e . ina seven ye i 1M: it Pam son i tola Stolz. who can't do — g this $50,000 to complete the budget is in sight Principals are being chosen in 
while the secret operations of ENSA_ py his ther, at her dead husdand's, part of the world. probably can sal- New York. with the ensemble recruited Dall: 
were in progress » his fath really is and vage a couple of hits from his score ; : ee : uated in alas. 

Eve now the exterior still ha horrified. especially since he be-) The rest may well ve stlencc isfa ; 
the abb ook of a longe-neglected y hin rhe a adv. characte1 | Claim for a week and a half salary by the colored cast of “Lysistrat 7 
mansion. And inside the cream at He to Toulon as a garage a recent fast Broadway flop, is slated to be settled by arbitration. The 

, ‘ . a “gage >= ge 7 , d . « re 
gold and rich red plush has not bet own and inwittingly the cause Between Ourselves : claim is on technical grounds, based on Equity’s standard contracts. which 
touched by a single daub of new of bringing his mother and his real London. Dec. 11 a. stipulate that there must be two weeks played or paid for from the date 
paint father together again eee et ee —e ag dn f opening. Show was over-rehe: ‘d, players receiv 

a “a ‘ . > scenes Sk etehe ane . iS “ ‘ enearsed, players receiving ay ne 
Coward's new show is) mainty The play is of strictly film cut.) ,, "a ee i , ; " ‘ tannes week. It opened and closed the last half of the foll Peaquath + eva 

i s ‘ sedi i i \o » ‘ne se > las . , re teal: : . 
notable for the introductisn of Mary) which exolains the 10 scenes, SOME] tiackrorih. Featur G Kensor rv! lobe 4 Mane : , 1¢ ToHowing week, full pay 

Martin as siai She held her audi- evoted to light comedy and others sor, Zoe Gail, Retiv A 1» « Pam- | @PP ying, oo. anagement contends that because the cast received two 
ence from the moment of her first) deeply emotional. The blend is of the , "a i ee ‘ +4 il her oe weeks’ salary it complied with the minimum requirement Amount in- 

Cect i < ek “> ‘ere 1 ' eat , jc 2 ri “ | 

entrance, and sailed through with) pect Paenol. It is different from the Py + Pile: Paul H $ volved is approximately $7,000 
flying colors Story is set on the) Robert Blum stage adaptation pro-| 4 ; na ttils Aller > it 
island of Samolo in the Pacitic The juced in Germany in 1936 y ntae At the Plash Landon Dorothy Kirsten stepped into the part of Cho Cho San in the Met's 
menage tye _ the oe = Orane Demazis, who on stage - a “Madame Butterfly” Saturday (22) night when Licia Albanese became in- 
an odd prelude to a boy-meet-gir e 1as always impersonated the ; ; , . - c fe Wea, a ‘. . * 
story wives decor, music and spec- cae of, yf on till does it in| Claude Soman’s new vevue from disposed. It was Miss Kirsten’s first time in that assignment at the Met. 
3 ' ‘ : . wee cnaracte ( i > >) — , > , » ‘ . aatie a 4 “J 
tacle. in the grand Old Drury man-!;,0 piav. She gives a magnificent | the frisky pen of Eric Maschwitz got Evidently needing moral support she asked Hiza Koyke, Japanese prima 
ner. abolish the facts and grip with apr irmance. Vibert. in the part} @ flying siart from the headlines | donna, to be with her during the performance. Miss Koyke, who has done 
make-believe which would have been Raimu’s, | * hen the Lord Chamberlain banned “Butterfly,” is with Fortune Gallo’s San Carlo Opera Co., as was Miss 

Miss Martin is a_searlet lady cjows considerable versatility in| 4 political song, then let it go with a Kirsten. Miss Kirsten, former stenographer, is a protege of Grace Moore. 
whose love affairs and reputation as) ovitching without effort from com- | 'e’ corrections But — sieian —_ She made her operatic debut with the Gallo troupe during an engagement 
a professional singer scandalize the edy to deeply moving drama. Ray- | Honorables.” mildly debunking cab- a1 the Center, N. Y., several seasons ago. 
starchy old family whose birthday) j 6nd Pellegrin acouits himself well | net ge is — great shakes 
celebrations she interrupts An ull- is the 90-year-old bov Alibert. as anyway, anc it is left to a Tew new — . 
happy affair with the son of the Ma, oo the bov’s father. has a com-| faces_and to Zoe Gail and Betty Opening night mishaps continue to plague producers on Broadway this 
house forces her to leave him and paratively minor part. and is best | Ann Davies, from the last Maschwitz season, There were two at last Wednesday's preem of “Wonderful Jour- 

yal i ! : past, «€ ae f — . nie y , . . 
return to her singing. Result is known for his appearances in Southe | revue, to put punch into the show. ney’ at the Coronet, N. Y. In the second-act radio broadcast of the fight. 
that her choice between love or a ern revues. Balance of cast is strong | As it happens, it is not too punchy. amplification went bad, so that broadcast wasn’t heard. marring a big 
career proves the key to the whole Maxi. but it is a friendly and ntenane show | scene in the play. A piece of wire holding a piano lid for an important 
story. es aa a les oe a a a oe “ghost” moment broke before the scene, to spoil that. 

But Coward is far too skillful to a and then, and its g00d to 100K at. Mishaps follow closely on the two. at rece » “Chr . 
be baffled by so old a dramatic Schicksal Shit Musik Red-headed Zoe Gail has one of Blak oe ; ; , cent preem of “Christopher 
Agee es, P lle ( +h ecetiggnn : hs lher best numbers in “From Plaid to ake” at Music Box, when a piece of scenery fell, and another accident 
cliche and handles it with easy re- (“Fate With Music”) b> wll : f happened backstage 
source and charm. He fills the stage . Worse,” reproving the jazzing-up oO = 
with exauisite groups of dancers Vicuila, Dec © Scottish ballads, in the first half, and : 
singers and dramatic vignettes, he .. oo bg — oot «Sane Ahi een AL. | there is a merciless skit on the Brit- As part of a routine check the U. S. Department of Immigration has 
dashes in with a cheeky littie tune ed Jerg Attila Hortiger, Beryl Roberts ish habit ol holiday camps which | started an investigation to see wi:ethet producer George White is legally 
strewn with the olA naughtiness, he | Ka Farkas, 3S arg erat. ——o could be a rib-buster with less repe-'| jn the U.S. “Ye’s currently serving a one-year term at a California road 
. al ‘ ¢ si 1 a“uat wr ’ ; ’ 7 : 
cises on a melody that somebody can | Wiesenthal tate Farkas: music by Rob- aon i half ' ich | ©2mMp on a hit-and-run auto charge 
al : we . r > ne eS aS sharp . SECC : ips up to much iach nd ‘ ; , ; 
sing and gives superb opportuni-| oo. x vith nposer condacting: die tah tage > es ed “T a. Theatrical reference books list White's birthplace as Toronto, Canada 
ties to beth Miss Martin and Sylvia | paccea by Farkas: sets, Alfred Kunz: chore- | Snappler entertainment and n the A representative of the I al , Peete rigac sy ik 
Cecil. the scarlet ladv’s duenna. And | ography. Grete Wiesenthal, At Apollo the- | Lake District.” guying the ballet and | ~ . pret ive of the Immigration Department said although he probably 

4 . . < < J) a. 4 . A = . : . . _ ¢ . " 
to his new leading man, Graham) #re. Yienna | making geese of the swans, is up-| '§ 19 the U. S. legally, such investigations are routine procedure Whenever 
Payn, he gives abundant scope in repre: roariously witty. It is by Alan Mel-; any individual runs into the toils of the law. 
ayt, & : ° 3 i : , P ‘ s . - : : ; ; s 
songs, dancing, and acting Original title of this was “Murder  yille, top revue writer in town, whose wanteakare 

’ ad al : - ~” - whe > : e | “Cu nastac est” revue . NY — — . ve ; . 

Among the many numbers, “This with Music. 5 oe gor ed Reser and Lowest a at the | Norman Krasna’s new comedy being readied by Rodgers and Hammer- 
Is a Changing World” and “Pretty , Premiere it Ww oak ae ie 00 fresh | G oe ‘Be aaah, pa a the senior stein, in association with Joshua Logan, is now called “John Loves Mary.” 

oan : es iT > $ ‘ssel s 5 2S ‘orge *‘nson, one e se . . shearcale ac "Willi ” "thi 

Little Bridesmaids” are undoubtedly , '© the eo Sapien But the piece Pins ye! gg egg: «ol Bens Bps gy It started rehearsals as “William Loves Mary,” but out of deference to 
hit tunes. The score is rich in tune- Rg pp en He showing little or nO happiest material particularly an Cornelia Otis Skinner, whose radio program is similarly named. the play 
fulness. » ’ oer . . a was ‘ily called “Jac J 9 a ftnn ike skin 4 " 

What the show seems to lack is | Promise beyond some pleasant Stolz | Old Boy’s speech at school, and Betty oo. ieee ae called “Jack Be Nimble, after a comic strip character. 
the musical ‘strength of a comedy. tune: for a promised Broadway pro- | Ann Davies continues an established , F Ss Skinner is currently starred in the revival of “Lady Windermere’s 
But Cowara has called it a romance. duction. Vienna was stirred up more | artistry in wild burlesque and gen- an. Reported she has a picture for the radio show. 
and it is musical and romantic. In by the return of Robert Stolz and uine pathos. nee 
his emphasis on these elements, he Karl Farkas after long = noe by Bn ob ames Ho of me ee le gifts , Tailor shop on the campus of Notre Dame at South Bend, Ind., was con- 
has shown a shrewd sense of what Whatever their opus mig - one ain. | plished fac es. s ows " ~~ 1" _e Ws ducted by one Toplitzky, accounting for the title of the musical, “Toplitzky 

e ° " a] . . pa . To a< - 7 “t~ « = ar y " * » , » 

the public wants. There is a dread- The composer, nearest thing Oo a asa rev ue star anc it's vard to kno of Notre Dame,” which opened at the Century N. Y.. last Thursday (26) 

ful shortage of both at the moment Johann Strauss the century has pro- what this show would do without | In the show, however. the fellow y; , Be fast sday (26). 

: : * ' apn oe but | It lacks the dazzle of Be: ‘ ’ ever, the fellow runs a tavern in New York, supposed 
on the London stage. When he adds duced, has delivered pleasant u um. aCKS C azz ota a to be patronized by the F sht : Iris : . - 
spectacle to this, he judges equally undistinguished tunes. His pit work Lillie or a Leslie Henson, but its ot nena ” Meg : e Fighting Irish when in the big town. There is, 
well of the resources of Drury Lane. also is strong. But Farkas, who is pace, charm and general bonhomie se, Mo such place. — 

An immense cast performs ad- all over the place as director, au- have the flash : vag erga” Pg bad- Moss Hart, who will “rest on his laurels for several months” following 

‘ Pt » . 22 P . . « 4 » T » > tj e ray a 
mirably. some fine chorus voices and thor and leading comic, has no more ly hana in poythew aa 1 i Di the production of his latest, “Chi istopher Blake,” will next write a play for 

. . P| ay _— o 7 aloic ao > ] s on » - - af . . . ore id . 

Gladys Calthrop’s decor are high than a few moments of nostalgia to tightening as Bri “ds ber fr his wife, Kitty Carlisle. The playwright revealed this during an inter- 

points in the general artistry. Also recall his old davs as one end of Pirin of vey te Eber | View which Jinx Falkenburg held with him and Miss Carlisle on “Hi Jinx” 

Mantovani’s orchestra deserves men- Grunbaum and Farkas of. pre-Nazi the Navy, is first rate. Ebet. over WNBC (26), ee ee etc 

tion. Europe or justify a labored and ~— —— 

It is a general criticism that | over-weighted evening. Romeo Et Jeannetie Cast of “Christopher Blake” (Music Box. N. Y.) is j 
Coward has given nothing new to Even considering the appalling Paris, Dec. 10 from the direct t} end ox, N. Y.) is in receipt of letter 

: . 5 e e ! “S > . “2s , - . ~ ° ° 

the theatre except a Pacific Island paucity of bright, young people om = anare Rarsacq production of drama. it Fund's 65 a rhe of the Actors Fund, saying that for the first time in the 
and an entrancing star, but actually the European stage, the casting job four acis by Jean Arnouilh Direction and | $ So-year history, a cast had subscribed 100% to the kitty, Not only 
he has composed a brilliant picture on “Murder” is beyond comprehen- sets Andre Rarsica, Starting ath thks cast and backstage crews, but show's office force. company manager and Z 
in the high romantic manner. { sion. Leading woman Hertha Mayer, ~ sielied, ; ; Mari disienids p.a.s, chipped in with their $2 for a $204 total 

» - P , « Po. " 7 ; z a iza < - 

looks as though Old Drury has feund European Joan Crawford, has little guia... imams tat 6 Ul --- nes a a 
the show it wants for these erratic bui exoricis. a .o Guise. Aluced verper, | Fredes Pichen uhiphsvcay pe or eae ene E te : , 
times. et. a State Sora singer s nas fo Laaeien Canvensivetseches Michel Bonauet Th _ 

aieias aaa peo hwo ne tos ooh 4 Pou The Father. ...0..scscees Robert Vatther 4xtensive Tour For Logan [liness Forces 
D4 BINS imme, is ds al L Jae The Postman...... aul Laurent . . : 
Cesar as Farkas himself. Attilla Horbiger, remit Jim Elliott Prod. ‘Rainbow’ to Use Sub 
j I" 21) . e ie re ’ . . ~ Seek . ? ne ‘ . 
Baris ‘Bec. 15. until ret ently verboten for enthu This looks very inauspicious, de- “lans for “Accidentally Yours.” | Philadel phi 30) 

Max Maures production of play ia two | Siastic pro-Nazi film work under spite Arnouilh’s reputation (he comedy by Pauline Williams which. Nadelphia, Dec. 30. 
acts (10 scenes) by Marcel Pagnol. stars Goebbels, seems incongruous in the penned “Antigone”) and Maria Ca- producer James Elliott will Ella Logan, featured in “Finian’s 
Henri \ aml Grane Demazis Direvcied male lead. He struggles hopelessly zares’ arty following. Pl: suffers : S RAMOtE WHI preem | p.; * aay 
bs Christian Gerare Seis by Deshays and with an qverwrithen part Siesy oan ahaa r hg ee pain ; ay ae ble in Sacramento March 14 with Billie Rainbow, Lee Sabinson musical try- 
Cierdan At Theatre des Varieties. Paris ee , or . — Seve. 5 Hot too credible ‘ ain ing out at rl; ar . ‘ 
Cess Henri Vilher: in a Paris . otel starts with a writer, and slow tempo made _ worse by Burke and Grant Mitchell starred, Sein a Png Erlanger fot the “ 
Policeman Bonfils pe Dp -Blavette depressed by marital reverses and wrong direction. This may explain C4! for extensive touring before Snail eeKs, was hospitalized by 
Aa t Claudine. ..+++. -...Mil ~erb literary failure, wanting to kill him- why Jean Clevrier. who accepted Teaching New York. Show will play aryngitis On Friday (27) after hav- 
Secartefigue ....secee ° upu in sails — : . 7 ‘ a er ‘ 
Honoerins ; Mareuerite Chabert S@lf. Farkas appears as a comedy the male lead of Frederic, quit on Coast two months, and Chicago for he | had grave difficulties with her 

. , ‘ “Ols w j 4+< -@ : ry t a av sing o aCe r . pe § ree - 11e : » > 

a Br ed sereuen i vers Cadet burglar who is talked out of robbery he second day, being replaced by the summer. before hitting Broad- ‘°'* all week. Counie Baxter, mem- 
Tee Prieds icolas Ama » but refuses to shoot the unhappy Jean Vilar after the theatre had = way next fail. Lee Shubert, who ha ber of the singing ensemble, took 

rie eceeeces Trrere arm . he » P ° _— e > been ‘ Fa 7 , Ia ec Title 7 a o. ° - © ° ‘ as - ; 

Th Stoke aes Mau, S¢ribe. Then a mysterious. magnate een dark four days Title comes , piece of the show, has offered El- °Y®! with only one full rehearsal 
Maine Panisse......... Arins Makes a suicide pact under which [rom the double suicide ending, liott a Chi |} F ‘ “and little preparation -Friday night 

. 1 > c ° 

2 Eee per ee Orane Demazis ; the scribe must confess the murder Similar to Romeo and Juliet. ee eee saanad - 7 
eee een Raymond Pellesrin of “Bobby Lynn” in return for $10,- | _ First act, the best. shows Suzanne | Herbert J. Freezer, textile manu- Role is difficult one, calling for 
Se seine epinies ere Ardie 000 to settle his obligations. “Lynn” Flon bringing her fiance, a respect- facturer who has backed Elliott's plenty of acting as well as seven or 
Sremsn mt ..... ftene Gi turns out to be the beautiful femme 4>ble lawyer's clerk Jean Vilar, and productions, is associated in this one jeight song numbers. Miss Baxter 
A fasserby... , Pienol he has just fallen for in a bar. Lasi ‘iS mother, Odette Talazac, to the | 4] H. Rosen will be business man- | ade only one major slip, and got .a 

—_—-— ct deals rather frantically with a S¢aside home of her very Bohemian ager and also have a pi ‘aA big audience reception 

For producer Max Maurey, not yet badly botched “dream -ballet” in {@mily. Latter consists of Robert a re ae ee ee M:z ' : 
sufficientiy recovered from illness to, which the writer is tortured by the Vattier, her father, who takes life %"°- we anagement announced Saturday 
attend the opening, this is money in thought of being tricked into help- 45 4 joke; her brother, Michel Bou- menses —-—— j afternoon that Miss Logan would re- 
the bank. The play was written long ing knock off the woman he loves, @U¢t-. who has a grudge against the /sume role for show's fourth and final 
ago. and has been already brought to It devélops into one of those low ng because his wife deserted Helen Menken Surgery | week at the Erlanger. 
the pe by 8m io panels comaty bedroom-drunk scenes with | on gy Re nv B _— ne to Helen Menken, dramatic actress a ay ecorame an eoes 
as producer-director, le «6smash the whole cast popping in an mares, temperamental youngster aoe 

i and out . : : operated on for ; : , 
screen version acting as excellent of doors and closets. and the leading of loose morals. Cazares gal is the . a a hg dl : by soy condition | PITT PLAYHOUSE PREEM 
advance publicity for the play woman stripping to her underwear current mistress of a squire whose . Is slate or further sur- | Pittsburgh, Dec. 30 
. . = ° : > . s " . ery ‘lear ‘ oT ¢ . e ' . ’ . 
Pagnol had given Maurey and Ali- Kaufman and Hart ean sometimes gifts practically permit her to sup- | 8€TY to clear up a painful aftermath. Pittsburgh Playhouse will try out 
» ati 3 > " " — . ore . . “a - 
bert a stage production contract be- make something of such 8 feutine, | 2° her careless father and brother, | The secondary operation will not be a new play next month for the first 
' - < — : m os " . . 2 . ) 
en Re eager of — omg = pop- But it’s far beyond Farkas. Happy When Miss Flon, who apparently S¢™ ous. time in several years 
ularize 1e character o esar on ing i Sewers y , S ; - familv i . i Stam se . oa . : F 
‘ a ending is unbelievable. seldom sees her family, brings in| Star is expected to resume on ra-; Script is by Dana Jonathan and is ' 
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Scenic Designers, Stagehands Due 


For Jurisdictional Showdown «i's, caret ns 





Scenic designers on = + 
er recent order o e stage- |] ¢« 
rae union barring them from the I Remember Bobby”’ 
stage, and a showdown over juris- by 

dictional rights is soon due. De- 
signers say they cannot complete 
their assignments properly when re- 
stricted to the other side of the 
footlights. Arguments between de- 
signers and deckhands have cropped 
up at trvouts, and in one recent In- 


Howard Lindsay 


* * ” 


a curious sidelight on the parade 
of boys in “Life With Fothe:" 


~*~ * * 

stance rehearsals were subjected to 

interference an editorial feature | 
Designers contend that the stance of the 


of the tagehands is arbitrary ™ 


forbidding anyone but those in the 41st Anniversary Number 


crew in 
fect, lights or props. They say the 
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Out Next Week 


pan is an expressior of unnecessary | 
zeal by the stagehands but the lat- 
ter claim that designers or assistants 
in attempting to aid the crew by 
handling any of the preduction com- 
mit a violation of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees rules. Designers usually at- 











Wing’s Victory Players 
To Continue on Under 


tend to the lighting of new shows 


and contend it is not logical for N ( ° L h 
them to call out instructions from ew ommunity Ade 
the front of the house, nor are they The American Theatre Wing's 


able to obtain efficient results Re- 
cently a leading designer refused 
to leave the stage, so rehearsals 
stopped until he walked off, crew 
refusing to operate the scenery 

Designers are unionized, so it’s a 
jurisdictional crap. 


CROUSE & CO. PLUGGING “<astince ot sor came av 
PRO CHILDREN’S SCHOOL at cle Wn adeete ee 


; | This time however, actors and 
Russe] Crouse, “Life With Father writers on the project are being 
co-author, is currently heading up a 
strong show biz campaign for refur- 
bishing and overhauling of the Pro- 
fessional Children's School in New 
York. Playwright wrote a_ story 
for the N. Y. Times in connection 
with the PCS campaign and, with 
Howard Lindsay, Oscar Serlin and 
Mrs. Clarence Day. donated an en- 
tire classroom to the school. Room 
will be called “Life With Father 
Room” because, of 87 children who 
have played in the show, over its 
seven-year run, 70 have been pupils : ; 
of PCS. agency involved. It’s also making 
Idea for package donations to the | arrangements to give such agencies 
school, such as an entire room, is | Tights to the sketch for a year, in 


Victory Players—groups of Equity 
actors who put on sketches gratis 
during wartime to aid bond drives, 
Red Cross campaigns, etc.—are con 
tinuing as the Community Players, 
headed by Eugenie Chapel. Latter 
was one of the Victory actresses 


Continuance of work came about 


involved also paying transportation 
and other expenses. Wing is bearing 
the administration costs. Wing is 
having sketches prepared on subjects 
pertaining to health, social and 
mental hygiene, tolerance, etc. for 


clubs and institutions. 

Wing 1s asking minimum booking 
of 25 to 50 dates for its various Com- 
munity Players troupes, depending 


being promoted, with plenty of show- | C@8¢ the agency wants to distribute | 


folk responding. There are a total| it to amateur groups, in church or 
of 12 classrooms, and the cost of fur- | Club or community theatres outside 
nishing each, complete with teacher | the Wing's radius. First agencies to 
for 20 students, is $989. Other rooms | US¢€ the new Wing service are the 
alrealy donated are “Alexander! National Conference of Christians 
Woollcott Room,” by Ruth Gordon! and Jews, NYU-Bellevue Medical 
and Garson Kanin: “Antoinette Perry Center and N. Y. Tuberculosis & 
Room,” by Brock Pemberton and | Health Assn. 

Mrs. Perry's two daughters: and 
rooms by Irvinz Berlin, Richard 





Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, ‘MICE’ REVIVED 
Katharine Cornell and Guthrie Los Angeles, Dec. 30. 
McClintic. and Howard Cullman. 


Contributors get a bronze plaque in| Mice and Men,” for six days, Jan 
their respective rooms. 10-15, inclusive. 
Goal for the campaign is $200,000, 


equipped physics laboratory and li- | Demos. 
brary. There will also be a Jean 


} 
from touching any scenic ef- of | 
| 
| 


| Boyer, 
; assure a profit. 


jthat $25,000 more was turned into} 


| could hardly be compared to Broad- 


paid a nominal fee, with agencies | 


presentation before proper groups, | 


on type of sketch prepared and | 


Troupers’ Club will revive “Of | completely unaware of why the local ‘suggestion that Eddie Dowling staged 


; Yopping the cast will be Robert | ©f sentimental and family reasons, | 
to include a gymnasium and a well-| Coogan, Clarence Muse and Nick , ‘© devote time and money to doing | Woods, was held under $5,000 for | cical opens. 


- “Into Black Ix time Beggar's Holiday, ‘Toplitzky’ Get 
Spotty Notices But Big Business 


The Henry W. Kiel municipal au- 
+ Two new musicals arrived on 


Broadway last week, and three are 
trying out, a brace of the latter being 
definitely booked on Broadway, but 
the third may expire before coming 
Those Newcomer to 


Neither musical on ljast week's lop- 


year next April ia the black for the 
first time in its history. Barry B. 
manager, announced that 
bookings for the next four months| 








Brock Pemberton 


During the current year Boyer said | who used to be a newspeperman 
himself wonders from where 
the city’s general revenue fund than | 
during any similar period. The| 
building cost $6,000,000, 


town, according to observers. 


Producers 


sided premiere card got better than 
divided opinion but both drew excel- 


lent business on Saturday (28). It’s 


oy ee coe possible that one, or both,..may pos- 


Cincy Just Cool . —. 
To Legit Shows. nei othe ae Hat a 


VARIETY 
posed shows being “Beggar’s Holi- 


41st Anniversary Number day” and “Toplitzky of Notre Dame.” 
’ 7 Former proved the best at the box- 
Out Next Week | office, with takings of $25,500 in half 
a week. Its take of $8.500 on Satur- 
| day was heartening to the manage- 
| ment. which had been beset with 
sy ) | troubles. “Toplitzky” got consider- 
Train S Mr. Tutt Into ably less in its first four times but 
the Saturday takings amounted to 
A Play for Max Gordon +75 

That there plenty of patronage 
for click musicals was clearly proven 
during Christmas week “Okla- 
homa!.” which had dropped under 
$20,600 for the first time since open- 
ing nearly four years ago, bounced 
back towards capacity, with the gross 
approximating $28,500. The better- 
ment for “Carousel” was even higher 
in point of gross, that tune show go- 
ing up $13,000 for a count approach- 
ing $36,000. It’s pointed towards the 

two-year mark. 


| (legit, that is) wili come in future 


Spectacle of two high-cost musicals 
opening on the same night was un- 





By JOHN WILDBERG 
Cleveland used to be a good show | 
town, they tell me, but that was a 
long time ago. In recent years it | 











way as far as interest in the theatre. Kurnitz to Dramatize 


by the local inhabitants was con- | 
cerned. But the situation began to | 
mprove three or four seasons ago 
when young Milton Krantz took over 
the management of the Hanna. He 
has built up a subscription list that Harry Kurnitz, scenarist and play- 
guarantees any show an advance of wright, on leave from Universal- 
$7,000 before the ticket sale opens International, will dramatize _ the 
officially, and this subscription list is “Mr. Tutt” stories by the late Arthur 
growing all the time. By working Train. -Kurnitz, east for that express 
hard, booking the best shows he pos- purpose, closed with agent Harold 
sibly can, and most important, by | Ober, representing Train’s estate, for 
having a real interest in the theatre a play version of the veteran Sat- 
as such, Krantz has in my opinion evepost series. Although his deal 
made Cleveland into a topnotch the- embraces some 200 short stories, 
atrical town once more. Kurnitz’s idea is to utilize the char- 
The Cleveland Playhouse is an ,acter only, and fictionalize the rest. 
interesting place. This nationally Max Gordon will produce and, 
known theatre has a physical plant | Martin Gabel direct. Walter Huston, 
that might well be the envy of any} who has long expressed interest in 
Broadway showman, and artistically |the character, may create him on the 
it does as well as Broadway and oc-|stage. Jerry Wald, Warner Bros. New musicals due in are “Finian’s 
casionally better. Saw the opening | producer, for a long time flirted Rainbow.” “Street Scene” and “In 
of “A Sound of Hunting” and liked | with the film rights, but nothing; G,, New Orleans.” Long-staying 
the production better than the one, materialized. Kurnitz has the pix “Read Mill” which jumped nner to 
| seen in New York; Frederick McCon- | rights also. He returns to Holly-' around $32,000 will move to the 
nell and his partners and staff have | wood Jan. 4. Shubert next Monday (6) replacing 
wisely perceived that a town of “Park Avenue” a big time disap- 


Cleveland’s size with only one legiti- |pointment, 
Balk Auto Theft |} There are no other musicals in 


mate theatre makes no sense. and | 
their version of recent Broadway : : i ? 
successes (also caught “The Late Car belonging to Steve Alexander, sight this side of spring. Brokers 
George Apley”) are packing the two | assistant stage manager of Eugene |. Saturday's rash of business 
| aaadienetaaen nightly a a — g a for the latest musicals by saying that 
: Suvays O'Neill's “The Iceman Cometh” at the holiday crowds demanded tune 
From Cleveland to Cincinnati— | the Beck theatre, N. Y., was thefted shows and passed up the straight 
hold everything! As far as your re-| of Christmas gifts and a brief case shows. 
porter goes, Cincinnati can revert to jast week near the theatre's stage 
| the Indians. To make matters worse, | entrance. Script of O'Neill's “The 
I was brought up in Cincinnati. You| Moon of the Misbegotien,” which nICE WHIPPING ‘SCENE’ 
can’t blame the town’s decay on Ed} Alexander was taking home for} i . 
Radcliffe or Groverman Blake, two, persual, was in the brief case. Youth- INTO SHAP 
conscientious fact finders who seem ful thief was caught. “Moon” is the E IN PHILLY 
to be worried as I am about the state | second drama by O'Neill to be pre- Elmer Rice is currently occupied 
of the theatre in Cincinnati. The play- | sented this season by the Theatre | ;, whipping the musical version of 
goers just don’t seem to care—maybe Guild, and is due in rehearsal in his “Street Scene” into shape oieams 
they're all music-minded, for you , about two weeks, James Dunn being | ¢;, ng out in Philadelphia prior to 
can’t say that Cincinnati hasn't any slated for the lead, others including its Broadway opening dated for the 
culture of a sort. Mayor Jim Stew- | James M. Kerrigan, Earl Larrimore Adelphi Jan. 9. Last season his 
‘art is crazy about the theatre and is | and Mary Welch. It was at O'Neill's Glick. “Dream Street.” on seune- 
what hampered by the illness of his 


| wife, Betty Field, starred in the 
| play, and the couple are expected 
Thief, who gave his name as James | to go away for a rest after the mu- 
Rice recently warned 
medicos to take it easy. 


January is due to get five musicals, 
including a return six-week date of 
“Bloomer Girl” at the City Center 
and the revival of “Sweethearts.” 








| citizens don’t do their share. Went his “Iceman,” but no director has 
. ‘ ” 
so far as honestly proposing, because been announced for “Moon. 


(Continued on page 44) grand jury action. [1 





LETTS 








| “Seene” is being produced by 











Greer Robinson Room, named after 
one of the school’s founders and | 
president of the board for 24 years. 


British Ballet Mystery 
Seen Unlikely for N.Y. | 


. Likelihood of New York seeing 
Bullet in the Ballet,” musical based 
on a murder mystery, is now con- | 
sidered slim with failure of the show 
in the British provinces. Show had 
been mentioned for Broadway. with 
Vera Zorina and Anton Dolin in , 
the leads, 
Dance background whodunit, au- 
thored by Caryl Brahms and S. J. | 
Simon, opened in Edinburgh Oct. 1 
with Irina Baronova and Leonide 
Massine in the leads. Show played 
Manchester, Blackpool and else- 
where, closing in Liverpool Dec. 14. | 
Show was intended next for Lon- 
don, but poor reception in tryout | 
Prevented its getting a London house. | 
Hence the fold. Miss Baronova, 
Ballet Russe vallerina last seen on | 
Broadway in “Follow The Girls,” | 
returned to the U. S. last week (23). 
Massine, who originally went to | 
Europe with the idea of building 
an international ‘ballet company 
headquartered in London, is staying | 
Over to stage three new ballets for | 
Sadlers Wells Ballet at Covent 
Garden and to dance with the group. 
Report is that the Sadlers group 
was concerned about rivalry from 
& new dance organization and of- 
fered Massine the spot, hoping he'd 
Change his mind on his own ballet 
Company plans, 








i — 





Alst Anniversary Number 


Dwight Deere Wiman in association 
vith the Playwrights Co., of which 
' Rice is a member. 

Authors League council, inciden- 
‘tally, will probably name Rice’s 
, successor as president this week. 
| Illness and pressure of other busi- 
ness forced his resignation as its 
'prexy recently. 











Berlin Trying to Cast 
Music Box Show on Coast 


Irving Berlin leaves for the Coast 
Jan. 5 for two or three wks as 


house-guest with Joe Schen: If he 
RIETY , Stays longer, Mrs. Berlin and the 
family may come west for a fortnight 

or so in Palm Springs 
Prime purpose of Berlin's trip is to 
try and set a cast for his Music Box 
| theatre, with an eye to a 47 “Music 
Box Revue” which has been on the 


agenda for the last two or three 
years. 


Kober-Basso’s New Play 


OF 


—_—_-—— 











OUT NEXT WEEK _Kober-Basso's New Play 


/ over, Arthur Kober is in New York 

polishing the play he and Hamil- 
,ton Basso have been working on. 
| It’s titled “Friends and Fellow Citi- 
' zens,” a dramatic-comedy. 

Basso, who does book reviews for 
The New Yorker, among. other 
things, is taking time out for a 
New Orleans hegira on behalf of a 
Holiday mag piece. 


JANUARY 8 
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Plays on Broadway 


Beggar's Holiday 


Per Watkins and John RK, Sheppard, J 
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i rie tt I 
6 t 
] Li} 
Hol t al to i 
thar i i;wderate run at best na { 
likely to get back ifs produ 
co 
“Ho ay tor itrequent \ eco 
submet i amid a welter of narra- 
tive that helps dissipate the warn 


welcome one is likely to give io the 


Duke Ellington music and the Joh 
LaTouche lyrics. The Ellington n 
is unusual and sprightly: thers é 


at least two numbers that hou 
than ordinary intere 
while practically all the othe 
mand attention. One major fault 1 
that, outside of Alfred Drake, there's 
hardly a voice capable of carrying 
the tune 

Verv little is recognizable trom 
original in the LaTouche book trar 
tion to its present-day gangster s 
ting. “Holiday” abounds with char- 
acters of seamy quality, and not the 
least of these is Drake, as the gat 
leader with a penchant to handle 
a song, a dame or a haul with an 
equal abatidon. 

Holiday” does one thing for which 
it is to be commended; it has fatled 
to “stereotype” its colored characters 
It is laudable that a police chief, fo 
instance, is a Negro; a Negro girl 
loves a white man with all the dig- 
nity of a white woman. And else- 
where the colored players sift 
through the performance with a ca 
ualness that strongly emphasize 
that here is a show in which tio so- 
cial distinction exists between black 


catch more 


tha 


and white. That this situation doesn't | 
always come off i the playing is no | 


fault of the performers; it’s just a 
question of the libretto failing to 
hold up. 

Ellington has written two partic- 
ularly fine tunes in “Wrong Side of 
the Railroad Tracks” and “Tooth and 
Claw,” and LaTouche’s lyrics are in- 
variably intelligent. However, “Lul- 
laby for Junior,” sung by Bernice 
Parks, as madam of a brothel. is 
much more dirty and obvious than 
clever. 

With Drake there is 
to share top honors, though the 
book and specialties dont permit 
him enough of a chance. Once or 
twice it appears as if he is about to 
spring into the casual style of song 
and dance that distinguished him as 
Sportin’ Life in “Porgy and Bess.” 
but he’s invariably cut short fast. 
Miss Parks, from the niteries, re- 
placed Libby Holman in the part a 
week before the show opened on 
Broadway, and she's certainly a 
looker who is not the popular ver- 
sion of what one pays for in these 
inflated times. 

“Holiday” almost becomes bur- 
lesque in its wide distortions of the 
original Gay opera, and it’s here that 
Zero Mostel, the show’s principal 
comedian, achieves a_ considerable 
measure of laughs. Mostei, as Ham- 
ilton Peacham, the crooked political 
boss, is affecting many of the man- 
nerisms that distinguish his night- 
club routines, but some of this is 
much too broad and assumes a low- 
comedy stature. Jet MacDonald 
plays the inge-.1e, a blonde looker 
who wears her costumes beautifully 


Avon Long 


out lacks the voice. Others who 
acquit themselves well in lesser 
roles are Mildred Smith, Rollin 


Smith and 1 arie Bryant. 

Oliver Smith has designed some 
of the most exquisite settings of the 
season, his backdrops being partic- 
ularly notable, and the Walter Flo- 
reli costumes, plus the dance-stagins 
by Valerie Bettis, are 
the top drawer. 

“Holiday” costs in the neighbor- 
hood of $300,000, and it’s a pity that 
too little of that cost is reflected 
in the overall production. Kahn. 


Wildberg Hits the Road 


The John Wildbergs hit for Okla- 
homa City with “Anna Lucasta,” and 
stay with it until the show opens in 
San Francisco Jan, 21 and in Los 
Angeles Feb. 17. 
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Burlesque 
Jean Dalrymple production of comedy ' 
“ (four enes) by George Mua 
\ ir Hopkins Stars BR 
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t wv the latter type of burle 
» OVer-stepped limit 
pping, that brought about the ¢ 
( Kast 
Burlesque” isn’t that type « shov 
yu i pi about riev actors wh 
‘ troupers, touring a fa 
.al 1 1ty seaso I se ) 
One cene i T 1 , { 
01 f Skid. first 
his particula troupe, and littl 
Bonny, his redhead wife, show's in 
enue lr} ev've been wed for me 
irs, and although Skid likes h 
quor m e than she doe Bonn 
ts about her mat 1 funst 
; pants, red schnoz and long fla 
hoes 
Her only real worry about the 
comic is his propensity to take pratt 
falls to get laughs. Bonny is ambi 
about her Skid, and when at 
iffer comes for a new Shubert 1 
11 on Broadway, she fixes it so he 
12 Join pronto. Bonny sticks wit! 
troupe but later, upon hearing 
that Skid is carrying on with a di: 


fired from,their show, she flirts wit! 
i western ranche 

That takes the play into the sec- 
nnd act, with Bonny visiting New 
York. When Skid comes to visit he 
he is stinko, buj' that’s the spot when 


Lahr goes into his stride. One of 


The Original—1927 
Arthur Hopkins production of 
(ieorge Manketr Watters and Hopki 
ved by Iiopkins:; settings, Cleon Thi 
lances by Mary lenning ong 
Albert Von Tilzer Peter de Rose. Jo 
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his pals plays piano while Skid sing 
snatches of pop songs, of which there 
are a dozen used during the latter 
part of the performance. Among the 
numbers, publishers of which are 
duly credited it the program. is 
“Peggy O'Neal.” used by Skid and 
| Bonny for a bit of song and dance 
When Skid offs to Buffalo when the 
western party comes to visit. he’s 
high but brokenhearted. That's an 
efiective curtain. 

Third act is much the topper. It’s 
there that a burlesque show is sim- 
ulated, with a small orchestra enter- 
ing the pit for that part of the per- 
formance. A chorus comes on, too. 
going through a number in lackadai- 
sical manner, then a tenor gives 
“Sheik of Araby,” leading to a modi- 
fied strip (she’s billed as an “ecdysi- 
sist”). Lahr as a-sloppy cop argue 
with her, and it's there that some 
»f the business he used in burlesque 
is inserted. Comic was with Blutch 
Copper’s Columbia Wheel show be- 
fore he entered vaude, from which 
he stepped into musical comedy, and, 
of course, Hollywood subsequently 
Burlesque as depicted here was not 
in the original presentation, 

Also, when “Burlesque” goes bur- 


lesque, there’s a song and bit with 
nightclubber Jerri Blanchard, who 
looks positively Amazonian, with 
Bobby Barry, doing second comic 


Finale has Lahr and Miss Parker in 
a song and dance with patter, which 
is to the effect that Skid and Bonny 
are to team forever after. Anvone 
who ever saw burlesque should be 
amused by the show, and that goes 
for a generation unfamiliar with that 
type of entertainment. 

If “Burlesque” gets over it will be 
because of Lahr. He dominates it 


,.| Raymond Sovey. 


ural to his formative years in show 
business. Kay Buckley, as the sou- 
bret; Ross Hertz, as the company 
manager; Miss Parker and Miss Blan- 
|} chard are valuable in support. 

There are some show business 
laughs. One comes when Skid is 
warned that he might get gated for 
drinking too much during his sup- 


‘| posed appearance in a Winter Gar- 
“Oh, | 


fen musical, the response being 

Lee Shubert likes me: when I saw 

him yesterday he almost smiled.” 
lbee., 
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“Wonderful J ! — fT. 
t worst of a ( yatior 
es indigeno to fantaste it 
loesn't quite come off. Nevertheles 
generously enough lardes vitl 
ths—with more than to commu 
il Loeb than author Harry Sega 
to place it in that purgatory 01 
, 
plays which achieve ited runs b 
nevel return their greenbacked 


spangles to the angels 

Play has had a pretty “wonderfu 
ourney” of i Ov 
idapted into a highiy successful pi 
ture by Columbia some five years be 
fore it hit the Broadway 
week, Film was “Here Comes M1 
Jordan,” which was screenplayed by 


Nnavins e 


t 


boards last 


Sidney Buchman and Seton Milter 
om Segall’s playscript, originally 
tled “Heaven Can Wait.” Mear 


time, 20th-Fox made a film labeled 
“Heaven Can Wait” in 1943—which 


has nothing to do with this case ex- 


cept to explain the switch to the cur- | 


rent title. 

Because of the film, the play was 
never done on Broadway, although 

was staged in stock in Pasadena 
and Indianapolis. And last summer, 
Pamberger presented it at his Buck 
County (Pa.) Playhouse with pretty 
much the same cast now being seen 
in New York. Jed Harris bought the 
play outright for $12,500, after hold- 
ing the original option on it, and 
reaps such royalties as there are 
There are naturally no screen rights 
involved without manifold compli- 
cations. 
| Story lines of the play and picture 
are closely parallel. It’s the tale of 
ihe pug snatched from earth before 
his time by an_— overly-zealous 
heavenly messenger. To right the 
error, a célestial officer lets the 
fighter choose in whose earthly body 
he'd like his soul to dwell, Choice 
lies among a number of people about 


to be killed, and the pug first takes | 
_| that of a malevolent playboy-tycoon, | 


then another prizefighter. 

Difficulty is that Segall is never 
able to get the audience across the 
footlights and into the fantasy. Re- 
sult is a detachment that makes the 
whole deal hard to swallow and 
makes one wonder how the pug’s 
friends can be such dopes as not to 
recognize him in his new body de- 


spite the fact he acts and talks ex- | 


actly as he did when he was Joe 


Pendleton. Perhaps the fact that the | 


films mechanically can handle the 
medium of fantasy so much better 


and have done so in so many pictures | 


‘starting with “Jordan” )—mitigates 
against this from the. start and 
causes it to ‘lack freShness and 
sparkle, 

Frank Brown's direction is 
help, being paced unevenly and fail- 


ing to get over the long, initial ex-! 


ository. material quickly enough 
| Sidney Blackmer brings to the part 
of the heavenly officer the quiet 
dignity and. slightly-confused om- 
niscience that is required. Donald 


Murphy as the pug, however, works | 


just a bit too hard, while Wallace 
Acton as the over-eager messenger is 
pleasantly funny. Frances Waller, as 
the gal who loves Joe’s soul through 
two different carcasses, makes an al- 
nost meaninglessly-written part even 
more so. She is entirely unbe- 
hevable, 

On the other hand, for whateve 
measure of success the play achieves 
Bamberger and Segall 
both low and often to Loeb. Comic 
here adds just another exclamatio! 
point to his well-established repu- 
tation. He brings to the show the 
second-act laughs and punch which 
provide it with a considerable meas- 
ure of entertainment. As the fight- 
ers Manager, not so completely con- 
fused by the bodily transformations 


as to miss taking financial advantage | 


of it, he gets yaks from a twist of the 
hand or the muttering of the most 
mundane phrase. 

Rest of the cast are mere 
inners of the excellent settings by 


Herb. 


little | 


should bow | 


filler- | 


William Cahn production of musical com- 


ejy in two acts (tive ecenes), 


IWwrics by George Marion, Jro: music, Sammy 
beaut rddittonal linlog tna 
Rarcnet Features J 


Betty 


lyrics, 
idward tromberx, 
Jane Watson and Gus Van; staged 
by Jose Ruben; dances by Robert Sidney; 
settings, Mdward Gilbert: costumes, Kenn 
that Opened at Century, N. Y Dex 2b 
th Sino ft a 


Aris BMBGl. cc ieaeu as Phillis -Lvnne 
| Reco ling Angel Cundace Montgomery 
' . 

i nel eee » Harry Fleer 
| Ar ’ eccee o* Warde Donovan 
; M Strutt + ee Do Patston 
;R . ss Maat n Colby 
; . ° ve kistelle Sloan 
\ ih Gu \ in| 
{ | " Long 
il ! bed ard sot ) , 

\ It | \\V 
\ Rob baa y 

' ‘ \1 
L.. 
Toplitzky of Notre Dame ; an 
int rid > title, but as a musical 

eC“ il ) nit ZO Tl ere are p 

) © whict 407 Wide y topped 

vith the result that the performance 

ldly humorou here 
we not enough real laughs opening 

I I 

book trouble is the bane of “Top 
litzky 1 spades. The score is fairly 
ood rut ~=onot exceptional The 
tipoll that a couple of hooiers cop 
top apnpnla e honors 


Story has a football 
hatter about the 


background; 


Notre Dame 


i Army teams is interminable, It 

x» Okay for pigskin bugs for a 

even too much fo 

marticularly now that the sea 

Vel The tinale has a Ramble) 

mack kick a field goal from his ow: 
i zone, a mere matter of 105 yai 

t rebvy permitting Notre Dame to 

ise out Army The fellow is sup 
posed to have come from Heavel 

the feat intended to send the 

tome out laughing Instead 


hey’ ve been mousetrapped fo1 $9.60 
Opening scene is heaven, with 
angel; plus some 

iwed attractive dames deciding to 
end one A there to 


some ithletic 


Angelo to earth, 
n the Notre Dame eleven and 
ensure victory of the South 
Benders over the West Pointers. He 
turns up in the tavern of Notre Dame 
booster Toplitzky, in the shadow of 
St. Peter's Cathedral, and it’s no 
trick for him to make the Irish team 
How he doe it isn’t explained, 
hough—maybe an angel on a scholar- 
hip requires no explanation, Top 
litzky although hot for Notre Dame 
never saw the team in action. 
The dialectic saloon owner is reat 


‘ 
1 ( 


Book and 


Juck 


working in atmosphere that is nat-| Toplitzky of Notre Dame. is so vital to everyone, 
! 
| 
| 


ts 
and becaus 
the theatre is so eminently ripe ee 
for such discussion. But the authors 
here have tried to cover too much 
ground, bringing in every Possible 


factor, making for a diffuse talky 
play. The play has too many set 
speeches and too much that js iz 
te 

relevant and confusing, 
The action takes place in q small 


manufacturing town in 
Whose chief support is the Bencken 
dort? plant. Opportunist 


Bavaria, 


Hugo 





Benckendorft wants to get his plant 


running at full capacity to rehabili- 
tate himself and family. A; Ameri- 
can business man wants it vit be. 
cal ‘of its value to hj nt tic i} 
cartel combine An American 
colorel, investigatir , the plant for 
j the Allied Mili ary Lrover;: ment 
aoesn t like the fact that tt blant 
an hell-bent for the Na ae 
facturin ar pa ) ‘ Ky 
porta that it t t } 

' kK pot 7 

I Monel el il rk the 
plant resumption under those cir. 
cumstances though the owne Dres- 
sures him because the colone! was 
once in love with Benckendorft's 


ind Was a close lrignd to 


Benckendorft’s son, who was hanged 
by the Nazis for democratic belief 


aau shite 


precipitates a riot, the arrest of the 
owner, the ousting of the Ayr erican 
irk mat trom tow: ind the 
Pestion that the colonel himself 

! I et | marchin it 
W he il Lhit I t We { - 
1 \ I if l mio l 
‘ elodra ‘ io l wad 
tuations are often stock instead of 


play’s best act is the first. 


the busine voing sadly to pot in the 
econd, and not coming back too 

ick tt third 

Che rl mixed, Thomas Beck 
\ effective a the idealistic cok el, 
ind Blanche Yurka imposing as 
he Prussian-minded Outspoken 
Benckendorft matrot Herbert Berg. 


hof projects a Czech captain 
tively 


SCUSI|< 
Re i} ld SNehiuinzel yf 
CCINNOod AchHhunzel s pertorm.- 


‘ 


ace as the German manufacturer is 
a little stilted, and Walter Greaza’s 
}part as the American businessman 
rather superficial Tonio Selwart 
arries some conviction as a Nazi 
ealot, and Vilma Kurer wit ympa- 


endortY living room, are 


ing one Bobby, a girl whom he be- | 


lieved was a boy and fon 
tball-playing angel falls. So An- 
velo is adopted by Toplitzky. Fresh 
from Ireland comes McCormack 
vho has a nephew named Leary, a 
strong lad working on a Jersey farm 
He is taken from the plough for 
Notre Dame, too. But Leary wants 
to go to the City College of New 
York, which cues into the show's 
comic ditty, “I Want 
College.” When 


Angelo 


whom the | 


to Go to City || 
falls for | 


| Bobby, and the boss angels make him | 


| mortal, it’s n g. for Notre Dame. But 
ja couple of characters with 
reappear when the Ramblers are be- 
hind 6 to 7, and the final whistle 
}about due. They suggest the kick. 
|}so the celestial boot cops for coach 
| Frank Leahy’s boys the is mentioned; 
'so is Blanchard of West Point). 
| J. Edward Bromberg, in his first 
musical appearance, is Toplitzky. 
| Gus Van (Van and Schenck, one time 
click vaude duo) is 
These vets do most of the talking, 
and they certainty do plenty of it. 
They reprise one of the better num- 
bers, “Let Us Gather at the Goal 
| Line,” and Van has a solo, “McIner- 
ney’s Farm,” but he has plenty more 
| effective ditt?*s in his own routine. 
| Warde Donovan is Angelo and does 
| well with “Love Is a Random Thing,” 
|same number which scores for Betty 
|} Jane Watson, who is the attractive 
Bobby. Duo also does well enough 
with “You Are My Downfall.” -“A 
| Slight Case of Ecstasy” has Walter 
|Long and Estelle Sloan together. 
They are the dancers and score in 
specialties. Most of the ensemble 
stepping is of the tap variety. Cos- 
tumes are not outstanding because 
| of rather drab coloring. 

It all seems like a plot against both 
Notre Dame and Army. Ibee. 


| Temper the Wind 


|} Barnard Straus & Roland Haa 
if lrama in 





production 
three acts (five scenes) by 


Mdward Mabley and Leonard Mins. Staged 

} to Reginald Denham settings Ravmond 
Sovey costumes Anna Hill Johnstone 
1 Opened at Piavhouse, N Yy Dex <i 45 

1 $4.80 top 

t \ Gutzkow cae Blanche Yurka 

Proud : + Charlotte London 

} 1 nh Jaeger ‘ Vilma Kurer 

I » Benckendortf Reinhold Scehunzel 

| > e Bruce Walter Greaza 

Tom PHutchinsen George Mathews 

I Tey reer Tenio ¢& iwart 

Lt. Col Richard Woodruff Thomas Beck 
Heinrich Lindau Martin Brandt 

apt hy el Pulive P Herbert Rerghof 

Set. Kdlward Green Paul Trippy 

Lt. James Hares Albert Patterson 
Lt. Frank Danie Michael Six 


“Temper the Wind” has an all-im- 
portant, contemporary theme that 
unfortunately isn’t matched by its 
presentation, The subject matter 
the problem of regenerating Ger- 
many without building it into a nos- 
sible future menace again—is sin- 
cerely set forth in a way to command 
respect. But neither in writing nor 
j acting is the problem made really 
| dramatic. Its Broadway chances are 
doubtful, 
| It is a pity that the play disap- 
‘points, because the question involved 


Wings | 


t as the 

daughtet 
Reginald Denham’s 

satisfactory and 


maladjusted Benckendorft 


direction is 
Raymond Sovey’s 


| sets, especially the one of the Benck- 


effective 


Bron. 
Lovely Me 

DD I ’ bane moot i hree 
' " ' ) Tacgd ton 
’ ( ; ' i | aM na 

M \ \i ard M ! ind Reye 
1 } S ! ! I Lane 

1) | ’ ‘ i ‘4 

! ‘ heise \ ’ x \ Siewel 
nd tt } ey i) iat Adelp NY 

I> 4. S420 top 

rving Arthu Siegel 
Auntie Barbara Buleakoy 
Peg Sinitt be hes a lune Dayton 
LL ee fovea Allan 
Sonny eccoeccese Paul Martin 
Natasha Smith cn ‘5 Luba Matina 
Mi Forrest Houston Richards 
Thomas van Stokes : .. Revnolda Evang 
Stanislaus Stanistavsk Mischa Auer 
| Mike Shane Millard Mitchell 
Vinton Freedley toured “The 


McCormack. | 





Temporary Mrs. Smith” on the road 
for about six weeks, closed it twice 
for repairs, then gave it up to David 
Lowe. As “Lovely Me” the Jac- 
queline Susann-Beatrice Cole piece 
finally came to Broadway Christmas 
night But all the doctoring has 
done little for the patient; it’s any- 
thing but a welcome Yule gift. 


This comedy focuses upon the 
career of a much-married ex-film 
dame who is a_ would-be nitery 


chanteuse but, meanwhile, has dif- 
ficulties keeping her swank _ hotel 
apartment overlooking Central Park. 
Into her living room (done in posh 
but none-too-imaginative style by 
Donald Oenslager) are crowded a 
composer eternally working at an 
unfinished symphony, an aunt who 
has no business at all except to 
be supported by the mater familias, 
a precocious “Junior Miss” type of 
daughter (ingratiatingly played by 
June Dayton), the latter's girlfriend, 
a couple of ex-husbands, a husband- 
to-be, and the effervescent Luba 


Malina. All this might have added 
up to either sophisticated Noel 
Coward or hilarious “You Cant 


Take It With You.” Instead. it be- 
comes a cross between slapstick and 
Juvenile ambition to act grown up 
through the use of language that no 
longer shocks even grandma 

Miss Malina storms, rages, cavorts, 
and acts cute and coy. alternately 
through the four scenes, during 
which she must cop another hus- 
band, this time with money enough 
to keep her from being evicted and 
help send her daughter to coilese. 
To liven the proceedings, she sings 
a couple of numbers, “Life Can Be 
Beautiful” in the first act and 
“Lovely Me” in the third, Musically, 
neither song is worth the trouble 
The lyrics would tickle the listeners 
in a sophisticated. nightclub But in 
the play’s context, they were mean- 
ingless; the second one particularly 
obstructing rather than helping the 
development of what little plot there 
was. 

Miss Malina, 
best she can 
Millard Mitchell 


does the 
Aue! ind 


directed in 


however, 
Mischa 


were 

sheer Mack Sennett manner. Rey- 
nolds Evans milks his part And 
the whole thing is rather a ims 


take, Cars. 
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Chi Bounces Back After Christmas: 
‘Norway 406, ‘Apple’ 156, ‘Harvey’ 206 


Chicago, Dec. 30. 
Despite s. me of the biz swinging 


a _— 

! 
‘ey to two new ones here last week, L A RAIN DAMPENS B 0 , 
oy came in for lush gains. e + VU.; 


all shows 








*“My Favorite Story” 


Variety's annual symposium of the 
year's best laughs 
as recounted by 


Franklin P. Adams 


Bway BO. Surprise Upsurge Last Wk.; 
‘Holiday’ 2545, 4; ‘Burlesque’ 1324, Ist 
5; New Entrants in Doubt; ‘Park’ Off 








. 

eek started off pretty bad and TINION’ 112 Libby Holman 
ticket sellers wor’ ha — N 1144 ON RETURN , Advent of Christmas was acceom- , and a week's quoted gross ap- 

nas night, when the climb began. | = . 1 V} ° P panied by an upsurge of patronage proached $25,000 
aries "Se Born” arrived att the | ; Los Angeles, Dec 30 aul W lteman oO Broad vay for some of the favor ; “Toplitzky of Notre Dame,” Cen- 
Studebaker last Thursday (26) and Combination of rain and holiday ti ites which had‘ sagged. but ‘not alli tury (lst veek) (M-1.712: $4.80). 
received the green light from crix sper-ding drop-off nicked boxoffices of ther Betterment over the pre Drew econd tringers, AY g Op- 
Erlange! opened with “Apple of His | here during past week, although ad- 9 holiday week was amazing in se posed “Beggar’s Holiday” everal 
Eye” last Monday (23) and took un- vances looked likely for the first VARIETY Ss eral instances Grosses should be | favorable notices but rating not defi- 
til end of the week to show any frame of 1947. Biltmore opened last sturdy during the present (New | nite around $15,500 ! first four 
profit 5 Phursday with a return of “State of 41st Anniversary Number Year's week, but managers look for time big Saturday 

“Song of Norway at Shube rt, the nion’ but was held to $11,500. | } " more steady patronage tarting the “The Fatal Weakness,” Royale 
tops anvtning 11 town i, cl , ae Ei Patio was pretty poor vith 32 - | second week of the new yea! (6t wee k (CD-1,025 $4 30). One 
present appearances looks as 1 none 1/400 for the four stanzas of “Mac Attendance to the six new shows | Of the list’s name dra lippea 
it will be with us for the summer. beth . ¢ bunches last | t0 $15.900 last week 

Ken Murray's “Blackouts of 1946- “The Iceman Cometh,” Beck (12th 


Estimates for Last Week 47” 
“apple of His Eye,” Erlanger 
(1,334; $3.60) Opened Monday (23) 
for $15,000 after pre-Xmas dip 
“4 Flag Is’ Born,” Studebaker 


(it’s currently in a changeover 
state) did smash holiday trafficking 
with $17,400 due to extra matinees 


boards, “She Dood It in Dixie at 


week) (D-1,213: $0.40) Holiday 
night was off and takings on week 
approximated $22,000; drama is on 
six performance weekly basis 


3 that arrived mostly in las 
week is hardly conclusive because 
. the premieres didnt start until 


Wednesday (25) and the grosses in- 


cluded the generally strong first 
Three new production Came to the nights Critical opinion was divided §°* , are a ee 
th r eas In in every instance, but three out of ‘The Voice of the Turtle,” Mo- 
: 9 the rosco (143d week) (C-939: $3.60). 


(1.246: $4.20). Open¢ d Phursday the Belasco: “Shared Wife.” at the six shows were covered bv sec- 
(26) and brought in pretty g00d | Musart, and “Hamlet” at the Phil- ond stringers ‘Out of the sextette Picked up after dropping consid- 
$9,500 for four performances. harmonic Auditorium Former | ¢Jye 5 “Beggar’s Holiday” (musical) and) erably and_= gross approximated 
“Harvey,” Harris (2lst wk) ( 000; shows were rapped by the press “Bur lesque” (re oe ‘appear ig $ 0,000 
$4.20) Lan, Enerevemens over last! put have that burley-type following ) wo ; ll best but a clearer indicatior of al! “Temper the Wind,’ Playhouse 
week with $20,000. ' that turns out well “Hamlet” has was not forthe ee } ; ae (Ist weeky (D-865: $4.80). Ope 1 
“Pygmalion,” Selwyn (4th wk ) one week at aii pe negent 1¢ gap Me encbagnt tameng: a 4 Fy dav (27 ) with bs a ( etinetis 
(1.000: $4.20). Closed for two days, | : = aie Boston, Dec. 30 io wil ; xn a er eee ‘aging dighted: cleeser indication mas tn 
then did $16,500 for six perform- Three openers here last week, two of Ps eo ag agli vals. a) ow | had this week 
: | of them not faring well at all at the) pS? , Phd 4 cae, ORL edi “wy, : * 9 : 
ances Current Road Shows — 9th", at all at the | Boat and “Playboy ‘of the Western | "Yeats Ago,” Mansfield (ath 
. y -w aw '? ~ hh >} P > hoa ‘ . al an a} Oy oO LNE estern . ’ : 
“Song of Norway,” Shubert (4th | hands of the crix, the other getting World.” close this week. Unexpected | Week) (C-1,001; $4.80). One of the 


wk) (2,100; $4.80). This one way up | WW) It 
to $40.000 | «“@ Flag Is Born”- 

“State of the Union,” Blackstone | Chi, (30-4) 
(34th wk) (1,358; $4.20). Coming in “A Young Man's Fancy”—Copley, 
for its share of biz with good $16,000. | Bost. (6-11). 


‘Anna’ 14G, Phila., | 3:°°: 
‘Rainbow 25, 


“Anna Lucasta” 
‘ ’ | 
“Blackouts of 1946°—El] Capitan, 
oomer | Hollywood (30-11). 


Blackstone Shubert - Lafayette, | 


(Period Covering Dec. 30-Jan 


Philly 


Music Hall, K. C 


| Hall, Joplin (7); Cons, Hall, Tulsa 
(8-9); Arcadia, Wichita (10-11) 
“Apple of His Eye’—Erlanger, 
Chi. (30-11). 
“Best of Spirits’—Aud., Hartford | 
| eB Plymouth, Bost. (6-11). | 





“Big Two”’—Plymouth, Bost. (30- 
) 


Studebaker, | Clark. ‘ 
Big Two, 


Orleans,” off for 
Colonial. 
harder 
here in years and hard to see how | 
| (30-4); Aud., Okla. City (6); Mem. | it'll 
fort. 
House as of 


well-liked. 


of estimated 


Current week final. 


9y on personal appeal of Bobby 
Two lukewarmers were “The 
off to a two-frame session — ' 
it the Plymouth, and “In Gay New Estimates for Last Week 

the same at the Keys: C (Comedy), D ‘Drama), 
Latter was plastered CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
than any show to bow in! M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(33d week) (M-1,427; $6.60). No mu- 
little too hokey for com- sical opposition to last season's 
“Sweethearts,” at the Opera smash has yet appeared; this one | 
Christmas eve, was will probably. sell out until sum- 

mer; $45,500. 


“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- 


plays that started cut with flock of 
theatre parties; excellent business 
so far; rated over $22.000 
“Wonderful Journey,” Coronet (1st 
week) (C-1,095; $4.20). Three plays 
opened Christmas night and this 
one attracted first stringers; couple 
of good notices but the others nega- 
tive: around $6,000 in first five times. 
REVIVALS 
“Burlesque,” Belasco (lst week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Another new attrac- 
tion that bowed in Christmas eve- 


closing this week will be “Park Ave- 


nwie 


survive the road. “Big Two” 


igured a 


Estimates for Last Week 


; : : : ning: second stringers fi ‘able; 
“Born Yesterday,” Wilbur (1,200: ton (6th week) (D-968: $4.80). Ex- austed $13 600 in ar ‘ Petts eee 
$3.60). Thirteenth week at okay level cept for first two nights last week promising a 


$12,000, remarkable 
both for season and length of run. 


business was virtual capacity and 
the sturdy gross was around $21,000 
“Beggar’s Holiday,” Broadway (\st 


“Henry VIII,” “What Every Wom- 
an Knows,” “John Gabriel Bork- 
man,” and “Androcles and the Lion,” 


, “Call Me Mister,” Shubert (1,590; week) (M-1,900; $4.80). Opened iternation: ek 79+ 

aie ; all ledo (5-8): |. , ! ; “1,900; International (8th week) (1,172: 

Philadelphia, Dec. 30. Piney so Ri teartge hig — | $4.80). Remained sock on fourth Christmas night: some favorable no- $420), Latter play and “Henry” 

Business, on the whole, was dis- | “Bioomer. Girl”—Forrest. Philly |}week with capacity $35,500 esti- tices by first stringers but generally | played last week when only seven 

appointing in Philly’s Jegit: houses | (30-4) + ssi “ |mated. May remain through Janu- divided opinion; got strong $25.500 in | pe rformances were given: around 

last week with week's poy halt | “Blossom Time’—Cass. Det. (30- | @'Y. first four times $17,000 quoted. 

offsetting weekend gains. “Bloomer 4): Opera House, Bost. (6-11). “In Gay New Orleans,” Colonial “Born Yesterday,” Lyceum 48°41 “Playboy of the Western World,” 

Girl” was the main exception. Re- | “Born Yesterday”’—Wilbur, Bost. | (1,500; $4.20). This one opened} week) (C-993; $4.80). Remains at Booth (CD-712; $4.80). Final and 

turn engagement of this musical | (99141). Christmas night and got socked, but | capacity; a few top shelf tickets un- 11th week; will not tour; “The Big 
ces SS ey nee mt “Call Me Mister”—Shubert, Bost.; ard, down the line. Didn’t open’ sold previous week but the gross | Two” follows next week ; 

— of three weeks at the For- | (30-11) to too big a house as Christmas night | was close to ‘21.000 again “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Cort 

res ae Tn? ric t.|is traditionally bad here, and will “Go : ” WN. , any}, | (1ith week) (C-1,064: $4.20). Picked 
i ‘d Come On tl American, St. |) , ss Call Me Mister,” National (37th a 

Also on the right side of the Louis (30-5): Peo Des Moines (7); | be lucky-to get an estimated $10,000) ..o;) Rl 104: $6) " mend the up as expected and with takings 

ledger was Finian’s Rainbow, Omaha, Omaha (8); Music Hall, K. C. | 0" five performances—peanuts for a : “a around $21,000 should play _ into 


which turned in a solid $25,000 last 


: ‘ (9-11). 

week—it’s third at the Erlanger. “nn ' *__Play} se. Wil. | 

This musical tryout has gained a Julia Playhouse, | 

steadily since its opening and al- z i ” oe se. | 
; “De: end” — Lyric, Bridge- 

though overquoted last week, will} ot ak taaes House Pode = 

achieve a soundly profitable four (6-11) , , 

weeks run here. Sickness of Ella “Dear Ruth’—Erie. Schenectady | 


Logan which hospitalized star, ! ,. : Drak il | 
gi : star. | (30-1); Aud., Roch, (2-4); Drake, Oil | 
oe caused management a panic | City (6): Shea's, Bradford (7); Vir- | 
ut didn't hurt biz. ; ginia, Wheeling (8); Aud., Charles- | 
Anna Lucasta” started lightly at ton (10); Aud., Danville (11). 


Cc + : Sone , i 
es aa tite |g Se Ma 
ge ives, Helis ene ering | Cl matasew’ — Erlanee, 
Same goes for those of “Dream Girl’| phitiy 04) 
ay ot te Wale. Eimer Beslan Co ~ Cent Frisco 


“Hamlet”—Curran, Frisco (6-11). 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (30-11). 

“In Gay New Griesas"—Colonial, | 
Bost. (30-11). 

“Little A”—Opera House, Newark 
(30-4): Ford's, Balto. (6-11). 


lay, however, only managed to get 
$3500 on the week which was a 
under expectations, 
pick up this week. 
Most disastrous biz, however, was | 
a turned in by musical “Street | 
cene’ in second of three sessions “L Ss "Curran, Frisco (30- 
at the Shubert. Stymied by tepid | 4): Biltmore L. A (6-11). 
notices and not given much favor- “Magnificent Yankee” — Hanna, 
able word-of-mouth. this one got | Cleve. (30-4); Cass, Det. (6-11). 
around $5,000 again. “Oklahoma!”—Nixon, Pitt. (30-11). 
No openings this week. with two “Pygmalion”—Selwyn, Chi. (30- 
set for next Monday—"Eagle Has | 11). 
Two Heads” at the Forrest for two “Rope”—Town Hall, Toledo (30- 
weeks and “Sweethearts” revival at i 4): Shubert-Lafayette, Det. (6-11). 
the Shubert for similar period. | “Sign of the Archer’—Shubert, N 
be A "Shubert, Chi. | 
‘Okl ” ‘ (30-11). ee 
ahoma! Does $35,000 “Springtime for Henry”—English, 


In Return Visit to Pitt. Inapls. (30-4); American, St. Louis 
Pittsbur Jec. 30. bag tate” " -e 

Pea gOlanoma couldnt wreak |, AM sy Maat Block 
here, and less than Sl a Geese on es att _ 
wader-copecty ie ae = be " “State of the Union”—Blackstone, | 


turning musical the house record for Chi. (30-11). 





Also figured to 





5Ca ] “Ss y , Suratt’—Geary, 
$35 000 i week. Show did around Seinen ten 4) Mary Suratt cary 
9.000, which is still terrific at $4.20 fone a —* ’ hilly 
Uncluding tax) top, and better than maar Scene”—Shubert, Philly 


Opening stanza first time around two 
years ago. 

It'll do «much better, however. this 
htt Ae the next, since house is 

act é 5 ‘ a1! 
ey — seid out for all remain- | “The Glass Menagerie”—Lyceum 
£ performances except. the New! pls, (30-2); Aud.. St. Paul (3-4): 
| whe matinee. “Born Ye sterday” Temple, Savinaw (6): Palace. Flint 
v tg the musical Jan. 13 for two | (7) Michigan Ann Arbor (8); Michi- 
weeks, and Tallulah Bankhead’s an. Jackson (9): Keith’s. Gr. Rapids 
Eagle Rampant” has been scheduled 10-11). : potent hrer) Sarge 

| 


for J: 27 
! Jan. nad “The Glass Menagerie” Virginia, 
Se Wheeling (5): Hippodrome, Marietta 
‘ ; (6): Weller. Zanesville (7): Victory. 
YANKEE 206. BALTO | Dayton (8): Aud.. Lexington (9) 
” Baltimore. Dec. 30. | Aud., Louisville (10-11). 
The Magnificent Yankee.” second “Up in Central Park” — 
of five plays promised under Guild- | Wash. (30-11). 
American Theatre Society subsecrip-| “Voice of the Turtle”—Aud., Mont 
tlon, reached out for a glossy $20.000 | gomery (6): Temple, Birmingham 
at Ford's here last week, making up | (7-8); Aud., Nashville (10); Coliseum 
a big way on weekend what it | Evansville (11). 
st in pre-holiday slowup earlier.| “Voice of the Turtle’—His Majes- 
Gitouse is currently dark. “Dream , ty’s. Mont'l. 130-4); Reyal Alex.. To- 
tl” set to follow next week. ronto (6-11), 


“Student Prince”—Cox, Cincy (30- 
4): Hanna, Cleve. ‘6-11) 
| “Sweethearts’—Opera House, Bost 
| (30-4); Shubert. Philly (6-11). 


Nat] 


,; show reputed to cost $300,000. 


| estimated $16,000 on 


_mated $14,000, and it should pick up the fall 


musicals virtually not affected and 
last week’s takings close to $33,000 
“Carousel,” Majestic (89th week) 
(M-1,667; $6). Bounced away up 
after several -eeks of skidding and 
| the gross was rated around $38,000. “Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (M-1,628: 
ances all right, but should jump cur-|! “Christopher Blake,” Music Box $6). Final and 52d week: accom- 
rent week. (4th week) (D-979; $4.80). With par- plished year’s run but production 
“The Big Two,” Plymouth (1,200; ; ties petering out, staying chances cost not recaptured; no new attrac- 
$3.60). Film star name draw failed | should be indicated soon; bit under tion booked in. 
to keep this in the running after it | $23,000. “The Red Mill,” 46th Street (6l1st 
got hit by most of the critics. Seven! «jJappy Birthday,” Broadhurst week) (M-1,319; $4.80). Came back 
performances, however, got an esti- | (9th week) «CD-1,160; $4.80). One of in big way ind takings went to 
standouts that went back nearly $32,000: extra matinee 
capacity after only slight dip; helped. 


| $30,500. —. 
“Harvey,” 48th St. (113th week) 
‘Carmen’ Grosses 336 In 
K.C. Despite Picketing 


(C-920; $4.20). Played an extra mati- 
nee and sold out clean from Wednes- 
day on; in nine times approximately 
Kansas City, Dec. 30. 
“Carmen Jones” road company, 
playing a five-day stand here open- 


spring. 

“Cyrano de Bergerac,’ Barrymore 
(12th week) (CD-1,096; $4.80). Until 
pre-holiday dip this revival very 
profitable; jumped to over $22,500. 


“Sweethearts,” Opera House (2,900; 
$4.20). Bobby Clark popular here 
and Herbert melodies brought them 
in despite poor week. Resulting 
six perform- 


a little on second and final week now | to 
current. 


‘Central Park’ Green 30G 
In First of 3 D.C. Weeks 


Washington, Dec. 30. 


“Up in Central Park” racked up 
a nice $30,000 last week for the first 








$20,000. | 

“Icetime,’ Center (28th week) (R- | 
2,994; $2.40). Played two perform- | 
ances somt days last week; in 11 per- | 


semester of its three-week Stay at, formances takings were quoted | ing Christmas Day. ran into con- 
the National theatre. Business Was | around $54,000 troversy over seating of colored 
off the first couple of nights but| «joan of Lorraine,” Alvin (6th patrons in the Music Hall. Show 
picked up, strongly hypoed by press week) (D-1,331: $4.80). With the was picketed daily. Negro news- 


reviews. “Park” is sold out for New 
Year’s Eve at a $6 top, highest the 
National has over charged. 


limit of standees this smash draw 
was quoted getting $32,700; not an 
empty seat since opening. 


paper, The Call, in front page stories 
,asked its readers to boycott the 
show 


13 for'a one-week stand ina double “Life With Father,” Bijou (369th |_| Picketing made no dent in the 

bill, Strinaoerg’s “Countess Juliet”, W2ek) ‘(C-613; $3.60). Picked up show's gross, “ie 2 oe ‘. “0 + 

and Chekhov's “The Proposal.” somewhat as expected last week, €ver rung up here in a hve-day 
: a when the run leader coasted to ‘tend, it being $33,000. 





around $8,500. 

“Love Goes to Press,” Biltmore 
(C-920; $4.20). Presented by Warren 
P. Munsell and Herman Bernstein: 
written by Martha Gellhorn and | 


> : ~ 7 Detroit, Dec. 30. 
Virginia Cowles; only debut of oe <a oes 
week: opens Wednesday (1). The operetta Blossom Time” 
‘ moved into the Cass to share in the 


‘Blossom’ 33G, Detroit; 
Blackstone $15,000 


‘Lute’ 11G in 4, Frisco 


San Francisco, Dec. 30. 
“Lute Song,” closed for past week, 
reopened Christmas day, and 
chalked up a four-day gross of a 
fair $11,000. “Story of Mary Sur- 


s : “Lov Me,” i (lst week) ; ; ‘ 
ratt’ starring Dorothy Gish, opened Poy an) — os aan or Nneliday boom when it drew an esti- 
at the Curran tonight (Mon.). third ‘string reviewers: among the mated $33,000 for nine performances 


“Topical Revue” concluded _its 
second week at the 1,550-seat Geary | ~ 
with a sad $5,500 Gel 


at a $3 top. 

At the Shubert-Lafeyeite. Black- 
stone and his magic show did fair 
business with a $15.000 for nine per- 
formances at a $2.40 ton 


comers in the uncertain class: un- 
$4,000 in first four times 
“Made in Heaven,” Miller (10th 
week) (C-940; $4.20). Should im- 
prove from now on; strong on lower 
floor since opening: somewhat up: 
approximately $10,000 

“OQ Mistress Mine,” Empire 





‘Little A’ 4G in 4, N. H. 


New Have Dec. 30 


Ralph T. Kettering 


Chi showman and boulevordier (40th 


- wo (CD-1.08% ‘ )) ‘laime to . hes . . 
reprises aft ~ . “~- rag Bigot Ps poor ig Be Preem of “Little A” at Shubert 
lave co é ac apa : Pe . rene | last weekend (26-28) drew enthu- 

Jas Ab me . week's takings were around $24,000. ' 

Things I Like to “Oklahoma!” St. James  (20ist | Siastic press and word-of-mouth but 
R 99 veek) (M-1,509; $4.80). Run musical | Couldn't battle the holiday period 
emember hich has slipped came back, and Slump. At $3 (tax incl.) top A 
— takings were estimated having bet- P'OxXimate gross of $4,000 was lignt 
tered $28.500 Current week is a full stanza of 


an editorial feature 
of the 


‘Park Avenue,” Shubert (C-1,382: 
$6) Final and 9th week: around 
£22,506: not enough for this musical; 


‘Eazle Rampant” (30-4) 


‘Prince’ 12G in 5, Indpls 


41st Anniversary »-Number Phe - 1 Mill” moves here from | Indianapolis. Dec. 30 
. a Laughter,” 1y mouth | “St ident Prince .” opening Christ- 
of : 7 — eee mas night after a week's layoff in 
(‘9th week) (C-1,063; $4 ae Little town. grossed a fine $12,000 in five 
Tf > es improvement but very good gross. performances at the English at a 

ARIETY better than $19,500 $3 top, through Dec. 28 

Out Next Week “State ef the Union,” Hudson (59th Advance is heavy for Edward 
week) (CD-1,0°7: $4.80). Longrun, Everett Horton in “Springtime for 








click had been but slightly affected |’ Henry” starting tonight 30). 
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| 
| 
| Plays Abroad 
| 
| —— (Continued from page 40 & 
y i a torture linded. and 
> “tte is jailed, tortured, b 

Romeo Kt a annet ‘eat | about to die. His friends avenge 
respectable. no one 1s there to mee tl him by shooting Desailly and the 
them. First to arrive is the father : 


and brother whose casual ways Jar 
with the visitors. It is worse still 
when her yourger sister arrives and 
tells them off in an attempt to drive 
aways Despite Vilar’s love 

1} bi 


fer his flancee, ne falls at iil € signt 


i acne 
tnen 


for the younger sister. Second act 
the evening of the same day, IS a 
long love seance between them He 
decides to run away with the young 
sists and does so after notifying 
his fiancee. who takes it hard. Next 
at ate}! ! the night shows Vilat 
and the Cazares girl stopping at a 
deserted bungalow in the wooas on 
their way to the station where they 


in th morning. 
brother, he 
All three re- 

postman tel 


LELis 
fiancee 


are to catch a train 
Joined there by the 
ridicules their affair. 
turn home when the 
them that the jilted 
tempted suicide 

Vilar makes up with 
she apparently having 
infatuation for her sister. 


at- 


his fiancee, 
forgiven his 
Latter is 


getting married to her squire. She 
come mn and revives Vilar’s inter- 
est. Miss Ca wares instead of return- 
ing to her own wedding party goes 
to t beach while the engagea 


the station. Payoff 
father and brother describe 
they see from the window. 
younger daughter is making 
for the sea, and will be overtaken 
by the tide. Vilar is seen getting 
out of the car, leaving his fiancee | 
and joining the wild girl in a double 
suicide. 


couple 
is “ hen 
what 
The 


foes to 


At no time is Vilar given a chance | 
to play a he-man’s role, and he can't 
be blamed. Maria Cazares, the 
temperamental girl, is just fair. 
Michel Bouquet, as the brother, 
overacts at times. Suzanne Flon is 


as 


weak and Odette Talazac, as her 
future mother-in-law, has a minor 
part. Best :cting is done by Robert 


Vattier, the Bohemian father, who 
brings plenty of comedy relief to 
the first act. | 

A thorough rewriting is needed if | 
a screen adaptation is made.Waxi 


Les Nuits de lia Colere 


(The Nights of Anger) 
Paris, Dec. 18. 


two \ mad ! J 

Lo } ind 1 le? y R ud — 

by La At Thea M g I } 
Pi , Mit Renaud 
Lao TT Lee Ter. ee Marie-tHeler Da 
ROOTTAIG « 60006000 beseees ees Jean Desailly | 
Ri ree ess sceeseseeees B champ j 
EP IGRMCON . ocecceccebeesees Gabriel Cattand | 
Ll) a ee ee eoeee tenet Dy Renoir 
SS ee eee ee . Regis Outin | 
Je Jean-Lou Barrault | 


This very fine production of 
Salacrou’s play by Leon Volterra, 
ab'y aided by his wife Simone Vol- | 
terra, who manages the Marigny 
while he devotes most of his activity 
to his Theatre ce Paris, approaches 
the theme of the underground dur- 
ing German occupation from a new 
angle. Like many current plays, 
it revives on the stage characters 


militiaman, 
in doing so. 
Barrault 


getting killed themsel\ es | 


does the 
realistic was Desailly 
good impression of the man who is 
torn between his desire to help his 
end but keep himself and hi 


patriot in aj 
gives a very | 


f 
famiils uut of trouble Madelein 
Renaud as the egoistic woman who 
ires for nothing but the protection | 
of her home brands the bourgeoisie 
with a characterization that is a 
iss indictment Cattand ’ the 
hady militiaman, plays | part it 
1 suitablv greasy manne} Marie 
Helene Daste has only a minor part 


Balance of cast, as the underground, ! 
are all good, including Pierre Renotr | 
who though used to starring parts 
plays what is practically a bit 

' No credit is given tor direction, 
which is the cooperative work of 
Simone Volterra, Jean-Louis Bar- | 
rault and playwright Salacrou. De- 


Drake’s Drum 


tional. The second act, which takes 
place at the Spanish court, is more 
lively and shows Don Juan's ability 
to ensnare all women. The real 
sock is in the third act, in Isabelle’: 
bedroom, when the two women in 
the case forget their mutual hatred 
after a fierce word battle, to try and 





a picture of what will happen to our 


4 , 
i tonsils and our doctors when the Na- 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ee 


Plays Out of Town 


in Gay New Orleans 
Boston, Dec. 25. 


Forbes Randolph production of operetta in 


save their common love from his|two acts. Book, lyrics and direction by 
fate | Randolph; music, Car! Frederickson; dances, 
‘ : : Felicia Serel settings, Watson Barratt; 
Both Escande and Mary Morgan, | costumes. Mary Grant. Opened at Colonial, 
las Don Juan and his middle-aged | Heston, Dec. 2, "46; $4.20 top. Me 
¢ , a . | Pepp , ..Pat Meaney 
Victres vo aod » ~ , TY) < 
mistress, give an excellent perform | su al : Sb ea: Bis area 4 
ance Jacqueline Brasseur, WhO] giage Door Fohnnis Glenn Martin, Keny 
does the teen-aged seduced Ana] MeCord, Bernard Sloane, Al Stewart 
D'Uloa, shows considerable pronnise | ‘satho Ler ha Powell 
. . " , | Luci a Bonne , ..Monica Corveo 
as the infuriated woman whose love] (oo 4 may pose ds cata, Chere 
irvives frustration, earmarking her ] annette ~ Jeanne Grant 
for a real caree! Denise Cardi, who | Qu ; tk O' Rear 
ae . , he re , le 
lalso falls for Don Juan, is a looker. | ? lt _— Ru bh ‘s! : 
| , . " ‘ 1 ‘ { Shoat 
| Youthful Jacqueline Brasseur who] , Bishan! Oneto 
coes the eight-year-old ister of] tre Marek Windheim 
Isabelle, has a second-act scene with © Duct H ’ waymene 
Don Juan in which she displays the : to ar aseaeos 
poise of a veteran actress. Balance Richard VW 
of cast gives excellent support. Spar . ford Jacksor 
> ’ nm } Kenny MeCord 
Besides the costumes, Raymond] onary mauvelt....... sienn Seartin 
Faure designed equally tasteful sets. | Georrp. oo... 0 cee eee eee Charles Colman 
After two acts of costume display, | M« . Louvinia White 
it become 1 triangle | Micheli ---danie Janvier 
the play becomes a whate- rang Julie Le b Penny Carroll 
tragedy in a situation which, even eas 
if not used for a complete adapta- | 
tion, can provide fine stage or screen | It's hard to figure out which is the 


tire play. Studded with stellar act 
ing, drama should meet with better 
than moderate success on both stage 
and screen. = 
Launching itself in the 
less familiar vein of the h: 
spouse who eventually switches from 
a milquetoast to a superman by de- 
claring himself just prior to the final 
curtain, “Little A” gets away from 
che stereotyped with a punch climax 
; that carries considerable we eht ‘ 
Story is laid in a small California 
} town where Aaron Storm is head of 
the community's principal industry: 


more or 
‘npecked 





la post he has inherited from his late 
i fathe He's a_ spineless character. 
| primarily because of his ipbringing 

to whom the cogne Nn Little A" 

has been applied i: mtrast to his 

force.ul, aggressive pere, “Bis A” 
|The younger A has beer luped into 
la marriage with a household servant 
| with whom his father had been wn. 
| duly familia Unaware that the 
}resultant offspring is not his owr 
| but fradually suspecting this situa- 
j tion as the boy grows older, the 
| 


couple's 19th anniversary brings con. 


more remarkable aspect of this stu-| firmation of Little A’s Suspicions 
|pendous Christmas turkey, the fact] Balance of play is devoted to his re. 
that it was possible to und up| actions to this knowledge, and a final 
the reputed 300,000 leaves of cab- | CUrtain brings on a surprise shoot 
bage necessary to put it on or the| Otto Kruger’s picture of the jelly- 
fact it was possible to round up such fish character ts devel yped to a high 
a herde of undistinguished perform- | polish. In movement, voice and 
ers. Either aspect is sufficient to] facial expression he gives a sincere 
dismay the theatre-wisest, but the]! portrayal of the role. It’s an ard 
addest thing of all is the contem-j| ous chore which he carries through 
plation—during the proceedings of|in standout fashion. Jessie Royce 
the awful fate of those 300,000 beau-} Landis doe ceedingly well by the 
tifuk hunks of cabbage {part of Lucinda, his whip-cracking 


}; expen 


spite the undue length of some of} material in a modernized ——— 
the dialog, the unusual approach its |} Maxi. 

likely to get the play a fair run.| . 

All the more because it is not to] The Gleam 

ye Tul Straignt, Dut will still ox - 

] ] 1? yee 
casionally give way to several per- | Lona Dec. 17. 
formances of “Hamlet’ and “‘Fausses HeseM 1 "4 ney 
Confidences,” used as rep by the n thi : "4 Wa MI Che oe 

] + . st ‘ ’ i i] #1 j 
| Renaud-Barrault company Latte pitt = vi =. 
is creating considerable interest IN] \;.4 }ruih Ca: oe — es 
the Marigny as strong opposition to/s Cartwrigh Wendham Goldie 
the Comedie Francaise. 7 1 Ca gt ‘Honor 1 ickman 
’ ; 4 1 i . *eeeeerteeee ' es 
The fact that underground themes}, "7 Je debe pene ES ag at 
have been used freely since the Wal | fred Holt... .cccecccces Senne Sines | 
and now appear dated makes doubt- | Dora Holt. ....¢.seceeeeee Kudrey Teesdale 
: ; 7 Tit . ‘ , } Pal ells 
ful a screen adaptation of the other- = : — ant eeeeeee a Se 
be t Vilwecceceteeoes } sol mf 
wise likely screen material. The] Guiry wenn oT: oe eee 
vivid stage portrayal of the way | Mrs, Logan.........0.+.0- Pecevy Fame 
patriots have been betrayed by ee 
‘ao , , . m a4 } . . 
friends who didn’t want to be In-] : : . 
volved in their activities is still] Warren Chetham Strode, whose 
| ( ‘ l ~ ! ot - 
fresh enough in the minds of Euro-| “Guinea Pig” is one of the big hits 
peans to make the play likely for! a+ the Criterion theatre, takes an- 
ad ‘ountries which have ; , 
ook anpaeiadl ts i v vein’ lother crack at our changing social 
yeen occ e 1e rwermans ; ; : 
Max | conditions. His first dealt with Eng- 
™ . land’s public schools. Now he paints 


couragement 


Show has no quality worthy of en 
Save its costumes, sce- 
nery a lesser degree, its mu- 
ic. First is work of Mary Grant and 
is handsome, fanciful and obviously 
ive. Second is work of Wat- 
Barratt and is all of the above- 
mentioned, and exceedingly ingeni- 


ana, in 


son 


}ous to boot. Third is work of Carl 
| Frederickson, and while sentimental, 
j reminiscent and overly lush, is dis- 
i} tinctly melodious though seldom if 
lever catchy enough to hit. The rest 


London, Dec. 19 | tional Health Bill is in full operation. | 

I yy Producti f.td., presentat sont It is a grim prospect, with the | 
gens he ™ ts ss sane Oe H . Mar- | MOst intimate details of tne patient’s | 

_ D ted by R \ \t Em-]| inside and private life exposed to 

I ion, D 18, ‘4 ithe gaze of giggling typists with card 

Sir R Warrington yonn Cs | indexes and bottles of medic 

i ib rh Hu ju | 

ee i Oscar} But Strode, who takes the matter 

Q ! BE ADELE. cooes Ma 1: Z " W ; , | ser iously, sees a greater doctor's di- | 
ee ee res Hector Ross | lemma than Bernard Shaw's. His Dr. | 
D MONROE 0430 8i006006034 Philip Lea | Boyd loses interest in his customers: 
Nora Grogan. .ecees ‘ Shelagh Cay they are merely ciphers in a national | 
NAt SPALKeS.+cesessee Cha “ “> dont |code. When an urgent operation has | 
Dick a sean ple ge Fhomas Gallagh to be performed by a London spe- | 
cece cialist the local council, represeried 
Colorful Elizabethan drama rem-| by the tough left-winger, Fred Holt, | 


iniscent of the old Lyceum days that 
calls for its expanse of stage or that 
of old Drury. Confined within a 


| small space, it doesn’t attempt over- 


much of spectacle but deals with the 
exploits of Sir Francis Drake wad his 
fellow Sea Hawks and the Spanish 
plans to thwart them and overrun 
England. 

Marjorie Hawtrey makes a stately 





cfirer they have died their natural 
daeach. 

The two act cut is purely arbi- 
trary, and the various scenes are all 
in flashback, taking place on one set 
that permits suitable alterations in 
full view of the audience. The story 
differs from the usual approach be- 
cause instead of showing only one 
side of the case when during occu- 
pation a patriot was betrayed by an 
old friend, it evidences how many 
people, who meant only to avoid 
the difficulties of the moment and 
did not want to take sides openly 
because they were terrorized, ended 
by becoming traitors. 

Story shows Jean-Louis Barrault 
and his wife Marie-Helene Daste 
visiting happily with Barrault's life- 
long friend Jean Desailly, a Chartres 
businessman, whose wife is Made- 
leine Renaud. Later on, about the 
time of the Normandy landing. Bar- 


rault, who is a member of the 
Underground, arranges with some 


friends to blow up a German train 
and is wounded in the attack. 

His pals escape but the Germans 
are on his track and he seeks shelter 
in the house of Desailly who thinks 
Barrault has had a motor accident. 
He feels very much worried when 
he hears through a militiaman that 
there is danger in sheltering the 
man. Egged on by his wife, who 
is terrorized, they want to get rid 
of Barrault, and end by arranging 
to have him arrested without, they 
hope, causing his denth. Barrault 














THEATRICAL FABRICS 


for COSTUMES 
DRAPERIES 
STAGE CURTAINS 


“The House of Service’ 





Maharam supplies every Fabric need 
for leading Broodway productions 
and Hollywood studios. 


CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
6 E. Lake St. 1113 So. L. A. St. 





and impressive Queen Bess who is 
constantly fished out of her bed while 
avisiting in the country to be warned 


lof the threat of the Spanish Ar- 
|}mada and hear complaints against 


her sailors triumphantly pillaging 
Spain’s ships and ports. Counter- 
plots, of fifth column genre, provide 
main theme, culminating in an at- 
tempt on the Queen’s life and some 
gentlemanly swordplay. 

Henry Oscar handles the traitor’s 
role with his usual smooth villainy, 
and Irene Worth is easy to look at 
as the half-Spanish maid of honor 
torn between two loyalties. Hector 
Ross makes a manly lover, and Rob- 
bert Atkins’ production is wholly 
commendable. 

Good seasonal fare which should 
do well for its limited run. 

Clem. 





Le Burlador 
(The Deceiver) 
Paris, Dec. 18. 


Mary Morgan and Mrs. R. Belin produc- 
tion of three-act play by Suzanne Lilar. 
Directed by Iguis Ducreus. Stars Mary 
Morgan and Maurice Escande. Sets and 
costumes by Raymond Faure. Music by 
Jacques Ibert. At Theatre Saint Georges 
Paris 
Duchess Isabelle..,...... Mary Morgan 
Don Juan Tenorio.........Maurice Escande 
Spanish Ambassador......... Georges Raoul 
King of Naples...... ~.-»Marcel Montet 
Duke Octavio..... el ecocccsces Roger Rudel 
Dona Jacinta eccess--+.--. Jeanne Perez 
Rosalin@.....cesecceees-Francette Vernillat 
Dona Mariana........ See6 ..Denise Cardi 
DORR. FYARCOGCR . 0060s ccccesed Jeanne Provost 
Donn Mercedes. .csisccccccces Michele Calvi 
Ana D'Uloa..... : Jacqueline Brasseur 
Captain of the Guard.......... Jean Lorrain 
OT ESS Steere = ee+.--Robert Durran 


iardenet .Pierre Regy 
Playwright Suzanne Liiar, who is 
the wife of the Belgian Minister for 
Justice, is already known here as 
having written an article in the mag 
“Le Nef" attacking Jean Paul 
Sartre’s existentialist school of 
philosophy. This is her stage ini- 
tialler and attracted considerable 
attention. A fair run is anticipated, 
partly due to the beautiful produc- 
tion of this Don Juan story in cos- 
tumes of the Elizabethan period. 
The play starts slowly. showing 
Isabelle leaving her palace bedroom 
with Don Juan on a patio balcony 
dimly lit by candlelight, and the 
first act dialog is rather conven- 





forbids it. 
fore he will break the rules and let 
down Socialism. 

This is the central situation in a 
talky play which tries to be impartial 
but in fact is an indictment of the 
Health scheme. It delivers many 
well-timed cracks at all restrictions 
on personal liberty, has many witty 
lines and is conspicuously well acted 
with Elspeth March as a worried 
mother and pronounced individualist, 
John Robinson as a nationalized doc- 
tor, Hugh Kelly as his medico son, 
and Wyndham Goldie as a bewildered 
factory owner. There is a good por- 
trait of a visiting farmer from Kenya 
(Tom Macaulay) who represents the 
decent life for a free Englishman 
from the centre of the battle, and 
thinks old England is definitely going 
to the dogs. 


Play had a warm reception though 
it was considerably mauled by the 
critics. But outside the West End 
there is no doubting the keenest pos- 
sible interest in Strode’s theme, for 
it involves not merely the aches and 
pains of common humanity, but the 
question of freedom. It is to the 
credit of the author that he has taken 
a human story and produced an in- 
telligent discussion of high political 


interest. If the play overcomes the 
present pre-Christmas slump, its 
prospects should be good. Ebet. 





Moss Harts Robbed 


New York duplex apartment of 
Moss Hart and his bride, Kitty Car- 
lisle, was ransacked last week while 
they were at their country home in 
Bucks County, Pa. Amount of loot, 
estimated around 425,000, included 
two of Miss Carlisle’s fur coats, all 
of his suits and prized silver articles. 

It’s the second time the play- 
wright’s New York apartment has 
been thefted. Loss was partly cov- 
ered by insurance. 





Shutter Hot Springs House 
Hot Springs, Ark., Dec. 30. 

Resulting from a recent inspection 
of the Auditorium theatre by civic 
authorities, the city council has 
passed a resolution ordering the 
house to shutter permanently as un- 
safe for public use. 

Theatre in the past, had housed 
many legit roadshows. More recently 
it had become an-arena for boxing 
and wrestling.. Second and _ third 
balconies previously had been con- 
demned, 





> atie . j he- | - 
The patient can die he | frustrating the plans. Just why. how- 


{ sf 


iould be 


Story, containing maddest assort- 
ment of dramatic cliches ever as- 
sembled outside the Coxsaxie, Miss.., 
high school strawberry festival play, 
appears to have to do with a singer, 
one Lucinda Bonnet, who wants to 
sing in the New Orleans Opera Co 
cirea 1829, 


In view of the facet 


silence 


she can’t even 


sing a naive operetta tune, she has 
difficulty convincing the audience 
she ought to get the chance aside 
from the fact that a prodigious 
duchess, who sweeps on and off at 
regular intervals emitting coarse 
laughter, is more or less intent on 


ever, is a secret that will undoubt- 
edly be buried with the book very 
shortly, although ¢t has something to 
do with the duchess’ infatuation with 
a musical maestro who has a regret- 
table penchant for twitting the 
would-be opera singer on the brisket. 

Meantime, the singer marries a fine ! 
old southern gentleman whose stage | 
deportment creates the illusion he 
gets about on a pogo stick. After a 
duel between the southern gentle- 
man and the maestro, which, for all 
the skill of the duellers, might just 
as well be fought by holding the 
rapiers wrong-side-to, the opera 
singer departs for Vienna in a huff. 
Unfortunately the huff is not big 
enough to keep her in Vienna for 
good, as she returns to achieve a sen- 
sation irom the quite large company 
on stage at the time. 

Into this there is somehow in- 
volved a series of episodes of Negro 
slaves—the only episodes with any 
merit at all, incidentally—but when 
the slaves retire from the stage they 
merely bow to the whites and vice 
versa. There is otherwise no con- 
nection between the two groups. In 
addition there are riumberless bal- 
lets, all dull and all divorced from 
the main action, if such there is. 

Featured are Maria Gambarelli, 
Marek Windheim, Gilbert Russell, 
Monica Coryeo and Helen Raymond, 
but none of tti@se performers ap- 


pears capable of overcoming the 
hazards presented by Forbes Ran- 
dolph’s book and lyrics. Elie. 








Little A 
New Haven, Dec. 26. 


Sam Nasser production of drama in three 
acts by Hugh White. Features Otto Kruger. 


Jessie Royce Landis, Wallis Clark Staged 
by Melville Burke; setting, Watson Bar- 
ratt 


Opened at Shubert, New Haven. Dec. 
26, °46; 85 top. 

MOTOR DUG, .ccvcsiecccvcceecs dito Kruger 
Lucinda Storm,, Jessie Royce Landis 
Mary Howerd.. . Ottilie Kruger 
Phoebe Painter, 


eeeccccccces Frances Bavier 
Clyde Painter......... +++. Harry Mehaffey 
Dr. Duncan Brown........... Wallis Clark 
co errr Robert Willey 





This product of last summer's 
strawhat circuit still has a bit of 
hayseed under its collar, but this 
should be satisfactorily removed in 
the pre-Broadway threshing process. 
An acid interpretation of marital un- 
happiness has dripped from author 
Hugh White’s typewriter in the case 
of “Little A.” It's a script that's 
punctuated with frustration, bitter- 
ness and hatred, but despite these 
negative elements, story is absorbing 
and maintains an almost constant 











flow of tenseness throughout the en- 





i wife, who has achieved-her girlhood 
| ambition “to live in the big house on 
ithe hill.’ Kruger and Miss Landis 
|make a fine team in the leads 

| Supporting cast is 
chosen. Wallis Clark is effective as 
}a me lico-crony, his work adding 
considerably to the overall quality of 
Harry Mehaffey and 


equally well 


ithe production. 


i 

| Frances Bavier make an authentic 
|pair of family friends, former as 
Little A’s business manager and 


ilatter as longtime companion of 
Lucinda. Ottilie Kruger, daughter of 
| Otto, plays a youthful orphan who 
lhas been taken into the household, 
It is through her that Little A at- 
tempts to express a stifled love of 


music by sending her to a conserva- 
tory for training. She gives a sensi- 
tive performance, her sce with 


tender expositions. 
plays the illegitimate 
out a good 


Kruger being 
Robert Willey 
|son capably and round 
; cast. 

Writing is an intelligent 
bution to current 
library Dialog oscillates 
venom and tenderness, also scoring 
well via in-between emotions. Story 
unfolds interestingly and logically. 
Good script has been given first-rate 
staging, at a pace that maintains a 
high level. Timing, a vital issue in 
several instances, is given expert 
treatment. Single setting of a living 
room is in good taste. Bone. 


| 


contri- 
script 
between 


season's 











Cincy Cool 


Continued from page 41 





just couldn't raise any enthusiasm in 
that quarter. Even Saturday night 
was bad! Have a few private .opin- 
ions about how to make Cincinnati 
a considerably better theatre town, 
but unless the people realize that 
producers are going to start giving 
them the go-by until support comes 
a little easier, why bother with the 
town. Am not just moaning and 
groaning for my play; on good au- 
thority I have it that no other pro- 
ducer has fared any too well there 
recently, 

The English Theatre in Indianap- 
olis really looked as though it had 
been brought over piece by piece 
from the Bard's country. Ably pre- 
sided over by Vincent Burke, & 
canny Hoosier who has studied his 
audiences and can tell you almost to 
a split penny what you'll do on the 
week, he is the kind of house man- 
ager who fills you with confidence 
in the engagement because of his 


careful study and analysi of the 
local situation. 
Tried an experiment wih “Lu- 


casta” and played Indianapolis for & 
week, instead of the usual half week, 
and found the going exceptionally 
good. Took about two days to really 
get going, but went clean from there 
on in. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Washington Square”—Oscar Ser- 
lin. ° 

“It Takes Two”—George Abbott 
and Richard Aldrich. 

“John Loves Mary”—(‘“William and 
Mary,” “Jack Be Nimble”’—Rodgers 
and Hammerstein, 2d, 





Elia Kazan, Walter Fried. 


“Dear Ruth” (road)—Hyman and 
Hart, 





a season of stock in Cincinnati, but 


“All My Sons’—Harold Clurman, 
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in recent months, is significant in 
e e the fact that this may be the start on 
Z. f f e r a f | | the part of indie ops to branch out 

| into the publishing field, where there 
isu’t the danger of being continuously 


eiiieadin aie ad | Subject to government control as in 
Authors League Reports Out merly “Biff” Beifel’s “1523” nitery, | the case of their radio stations. 


A severe jolt to the chances of the | less than two years ago. When the; Magazine was bought by Cooke 
American Authors Authority plan | club marked its 50th anniversary in| and Thomson from U. S. Liberty. 
being adopted as the organizational | December, 1942, congratulatory mes- | Cooke will be prexy and publisher 











peliceman for protecting writer's | gee were received from all parts | and Thomsqn board chairman. 
copyrights was delivered last week of og Bane eg including telegrams . Announcement said that, starting 
in the interim report of the Authors arom — in D. Roosevelt and Gen. | with Jan. 4 issue, mag will be en- 
League of America’s committee set MacArthur, tirely Canadian-owned and operated | 
up to investigate the control of li- cae by arrangement with Liberty U.S.A. 
censing and secondary rights. Com- Pitt Ad Rates Upped Canadian version will have access to 
mittee’s report, although commend- Pittsb irgh newspape! advertising any or all material in the eistwhile 
ing James M. Cain for reviving in- rates for pix, legit, niteries and! parent mag. 

terest in improving the economic musical eve nts will be up between It was stated that articles by “lead- 
status of authors, attacked his AAA v7 ome lo"« with start of new yea ng Canadian men of letters will be 
plan for its compulsory membership [wo e\ ening sheets, the Press and | supplemented by the best American 
feature: ssignment of copyright Sun-Telegraph, raised theirs a month | material. This union will make Lib- 
and other provisions of doubtful le- ago but morning Post-Gazette’s in- erty of Canada a truly Canadian 
gality crease goes into effect Jan. 1 magazine with an international out- 


Local dailies have one classifica- 
; me and another ths a 
that of the minimum basic agree- | tion for films and another that lump 
cane of the Dramatists Guild. the together leyit theatres, cafes and 
en r 4 mnverte © re =. filme 
report declared that the objections Concerts, et Press rate for filmers 


the AAA plan could be overcome went from $7 to > 70 Dec. 1 and 
to —" for all others from $8 to $8.40. Sun- 


LOOK 

Coo..e heads station CREY in To- 
ronto and was also some time ayo 
connected with CJAD in Montrea 
Thomson operates stations in Tim- 


Advocating a svstem Similar to 


| eee ae ee nie 
SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 3 


By Frank Scully POOH H HOHE VEOOS, 


Remember, Me.. Dec. 30. 
If there’s one thing on which we are al! agreed it’s that 1947 promises 
to be better than 1946, since it couldn't possibly be worse. To my publie, 
| scattered all over the world, and thus likely to confound A-bombers, I 
| feel quite sure that our best wishes for a happy New Year will not go hay- 
wire. 
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i} The only one not likely to be taken in bv this display of conviviality is 
Lynne Wiley of Sioux City 

“As a present for 1947 she writes, “can you do something about tiny 
copy of VARIETY? It invariably arrives with the right hand corner of Page 
1 torn off and, by an odd coincidence, the left hand corner of Page 2 is torn 
off too. Each week I look forward to being let in on a stickful of inside 
stuff that has worked out to Page 1, only to have the darn thing torn out 
as too much for my excited eve: Can you give me the ide of whv In 


kept on the outside 
Inside of ‘Inside Stuff’ 
This is done on purpose. There's a blue-gag gremlin on the paper and 
we can't find out who he is. In fact, like the underground movement in 
Europe, the paper suspects the gagster changes from week to week. Abel 


changes the copy readers, but it does no good, because even editors have 


to go out to a nitery to get a cup of cawfee and when VarIETys come back, 


. ; ; ure rough » hhus of inwn co lat har nao 9 
only b finding a solution of the li- Tel 1 ¢ on $6.70 - mins, Kirkland Lake, Peterboroug] sure enough the blue gag is there do in the left hand corner of Page 2. 
. . 7 ele umpeda rom ft ( SO. : anc nY ’ > J he 7 1 rne ) >. | tray al , » | : ¢ ren 
censing and subsidiary rights prob 7 4 i - M< Post-G Pn 7 anc North Bay and Kingston. and daily Not in the right hand corner of Page strangely, but the left hand corne 

Ms , $7 to $7.70 ost-Gazette is getting ; ; " f Pave 9 bn ol} sae Yan - , roceec P the low } 
lem within the League itself f $7 er 7H * ste «, newspapers in Galt. Kirkland, Sat of Page 2. So all of us loyal muggs proceed to tear off the lower left hand 
‘ f ry ) fa filme ‘ y ‘ ‘ . } +} ht 
nk thas wal “a ter of wath of UU 1.40 Tor umers and $8 nia. Welland. Timmins anc W ood corner of Page 2, and being bunglers by nature we louse uj he right 
Report Btey see En ns Lge eae to $8.40 « othe ‘assifications tock On} hand corner of Page 1 too 
the League pern ts the esial n Sundav rates o1 Pre and Sun- ras 1 . y 
4 . at ; . ¢ ; 7 re Olls 1 GOT é ( Ve r | \ WoL a 
ment with! ‘ own tructure ¢ = Tele (Post-G ette only publishes six 
wh ‘ ’ he : : te ie Pe | of ric y I . | tic ( Le of whi ( t 
licensing system wi ich among other) qayc) went p, too—$7 to $7.70 and N. Y¥. H-T Ups Price . % : S. 
, - le the possi- ae Unde yressure if balloning news- eciean comedy Rabelais would never approve of us Why ve coulcnt 
virtues would prectude the | ; $7.70 and $8 to $9.10 in Press ™ ae - ’ Sie — : t H c tv C t ) t 3 } | 
. . : . . , ‘ ’ ‘ 4 int , . ‘ate » 1} ( Ih « y > ey art oa ’ 
bility of any editorial control of ; print and labor costs, the N. Y oH Blt INO Wie siecate VOU Y VCOURtry Ci . We may be vulgar but 
: . + ys * ¢ er a t\ 
ters’ work. or dictatorship by it . ; ; : s Herald Tribune upped its price for 
writers V ; ‘Scabs’ Issue Raised in Philly , : Ww eastut se , that ctafl to] 
dividuals, confining it elf exclusive Ch | } al . | the daily edition to 5c, and for the We Only wisn we could ci at staff saboteur and tell him so. Per- 
‘ — ; larges and denials lat “scabs . ’ : ec ‘ . ‘ ‘hate } ¢ | ) ‘ 
lv to clearly specified business li: : er yrs ; Sunday edition to 15c, effective Mon- | haps the way to do this would be to print this on Page 2. 
; : were beins iseaq in the news room 7 2 ' 4 
” . , yy) \ : . +} N y . oe 
‘ s.”’ Proposed system, now 1! day (30) Other ] morning ‘ver Tr 9 
tation: ror of the Philadelphia Record high- Ever Try It on a Yacht? 


only rough ketch form, “would 
state specifically the terms and con- 
ditions under which rights are ac- 
quireable. tlme limitations under 
which rights revert to authors, et 

and be utterly free of susceptibility 
to political and eco omic pressures " 


lighted last week's development in 
the American Newspaper Guild 
strike against the Record and Cam- sticking at Se 
den Courier-Post newspapers 
Guild officials charged Record 
management had imported out-of- 
town newspaper workers to help get 
Simultaneously with release of the out the paver. The Record manage- 
committee’s interim report, the Au- ment 


, paper field was preceded by a gen 
to 5c during the war years. 


vigorously denied this charge, 


CHATTER 


newspapers are planning to main- 
tain the status quo, with the Times 
remaining at 3c and the tabloids 


Herald Trib’s move in the morning 


Running into much larger numbers are those who claim that once they 
open their copy of Variety they are lost men and women. In fact there's 
an old story relating to the recently departed Bill Fields which covers 
this point nicely. 


. Some producers were asking each other whether Bill could play Hamlet. 


eral increase of all afternoon papers “Yes.” said one, “if you let him juggle a copy of Variety.” 


Indeed, there's a well-founded legend in legit that Fields moved up from 
the lower order of vaude to the Ziegfeld Follies simply because he ceuld 


show Ziegfeld how to put a Variety back together after once having read 
thors League announced the resigna claiming that only the executives the grosses of the week 
tion of Elmer Rice as prexy because who are not members of the Guild King Features syndicating Damon Ziegfeld was so grateful he said, “Mr. D::kenfield, you may call me 
of poor health. In his farewell pave been getting out the paper Runvon’'s pieces Zieggy.” ; 
statement, Rice attacked the growth | cince the strike began November 7. March issue of This Month to Bill replied he would gladly do this provided Zieggy dumped that Duk- 
of factionalism within the League Tending to substantiate the man- C@"ry article on Variety by Jules enfield stuff and called him Bill. Thus arose the billing on W. C. Fields 
which, he said, weakened the or- agement denial were comments by Archer ee ; and it’s a known fact that whenever the pair got into a stage of calling 
ganization in its objective to im- visitors to the newsroom to the ef- Irving Davis (N. Y.) ad agency | each other names and sending insulting telegrams, Fields would win his 


issuing calendar for the vear 2003 
which will be same as 1947's 


prove the condition of writers. feet that only executives and man- 
Meanwhile, a meeting of the presf- | ayement officials were observed at 
dents of the Screen Writers. Radio | york in the 1 ws room. Guildsmen 
Writers, Dramatists and Authors | maintained that the names of 
Guilds, four constituent bodies of | out-of-town “scabs” were known to 
the Authors Lexgue, was scheduled | the Guild. Meanwhile, negotiations 


of “The Happiest Man I Know.” 


Everybody's Digest launching a A < 
the mew series of articles under heading 


Bob Casey, vet author and war 


point by holding out to Wednesday when the helpless Zieggy would give in 
and beg Fields to put his copy of Variety back together again. 

it was something all the king’s horses couldn't do for Humpty 
Dumpty, you may be sure that Ziegfeld’s gratitude held them together till 
death did them part. Indeed, in Hollywood, Bill Fields held picture pro- 
ducers in his spell by the way he could Take a loused-up copy of VARIETY 


to take place within a few weeks between Guild and management re- correspondent, married _to Hazel and flip it back into perfect order, always telling them the hand was 

for further study of the plan pro mained at a standstill. MacDonald on staff of Chi. Times. quicker than the eye. 

pesed by the Authors League com- —_ John Wilstach sold novelette on He was even known to ad lib while reading a copy of Variety. He 

mittee Deglin, Wood Combine fidage ~ show days, . ircus Firate, would straighten out its English in a way that amazed even those who had 
The American Writers Assn. Ted Destin, press rep for the to Ziff Davis for Mammoth Adven- | written it. 


j - . rary , ture. 
which was formed as a temporary | Madison Square Garden before en- | 


body to fight the alleged totalitarian tering the service, together with 
features of the AAA plan, is now in Henry F. Wood, former exec editor 
process of organizing into a perma- § fgr Fox Feature Syndicate, have 
nent setup. According to Edna formed an advertising and pub- 
Lonigan, new exec secretary for ‘licity agency to be known as Deglin- 
the AWA, replacing Suzanne LaFol- | Wood. Inc. Deglin while in the 
lette, the threat represented to the 
freedom of authors by the ideas and 
forces behind the AAA _ proposal 
must be combated on a permanent 


Hall p.a., now editor and film critic 


Times. 


Army attained the rank of colonel, ton Basso. A. J. Liebling, E. B 
while Wood served as a major. White and others. 


Meanwhile, the Committee for Ac- 


Hazel Flynn, onetime N. Y. Music 
of San Fernando Valley (Cal.) 


Edmund Wilson isn't bowing out} 
completely from New Yorker book 
reviews, splitting them with Hamil- 


rs ‘| Tunesmith Kay Swift working on 
basis Boston Post's Price Hike 'a novel about postwar parapalegics ° 
2 Boston Post, the recalcitrant Hub! (permanently paralyzed soldiers), in 
daily that has refused for years to go which she’s interested herself at the 


The fact that these tricks cost him $200,000 in liquor bills and forced 
him, in his latter years, to consume two quarts of hard stuff a day in order 
to keen up his skill is proof of how tar a man will go to held on to a 
talent which is unique. 


Paper-Opener Upstairs 

With Bill gone, joining in the last year alone such distinguished com- 
pany as Jimmy Walker, Damon Runyon. Miles Mander, Mae Busch, Raimu, 
Trem Carr, Frank Vincent, Vincent Youmans, Jerome Kern, Channing 
Pollock and Laurette Taylor, those left behind will simply have to struggle 
as best they can getting their jacks back in their boxes. 

After all, we've had the benefit of his genius for many years and there 
, must be many on the stairway to heaven which need it more. I fee] quite 
certain that even Sime will be grateful to have a helping hand. 


; ° : | - We suri > Se: . 
tion. rank and file group within the | along with other Hub sheets and lift|Birmingham General hospital, Los For us, the living, remember this: When you break that band and Varirtry 


Authors Guild pressing for adoption price to three cents, succumbs as of | Angeles. 

of the plan. has scheduled a meet- | Jan. 1 and hikes it. In a special} George Sessions Perry's piece 01 
ing for early January to discuss {front-page editorial, the paper said | “Backstage in (Fred) Allen’s Alley’ 
further steps in their campaign. Ma- | that it was “proud to earn the honor-! in the Jan. 4 Satevepost and Dar 
jor Immediate objective of the Com- able distinction of being the last (to; Parker's piece on Nick Kenny 
mittee for Action, according to its | raise its price to 3c).” According to! “Corn Doctor’—in the same-datec 
spokesmen, is to promote a wide, the Post, it is—until Jan. 1—the only | Collier's are show biz items 


springs out in adj] directions, it isn't given te us of the lower order to re- 

assemble what God hath put asunder. Only an angel second class could 
‘do that, and Bill Fields, in the field of magic, was strictly first class. He 
can hardly lose more than one rating for leaning so heavily on double 
Martinis when asked to do one of his old tricks. 

I find too that they have moved over in radio from Bob Hope, Red 
Skelton, Cisco Kid, Lone Ranger and such standard brands to Henry 


) 


1 


: : , : , ; ' Morgan. What this does to the bedtime hour on the west Coast is terrible. 
democratic discuss arious akin tae shou sa ' . ‘ineric ting te .|4 : a 
elds on i rrry in oly arious big daily (375.000 cire.) now selling Arnold C ingrich ; py . bs po Morgan is not piped into Los Angeles till 9:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and 9 
pm proposal. for two cents. a that he gree rage ry i ? —— eietenk: ic the cortew teu in thet teen. 
wae Evidently explaining its lack of ,after a long tour tha 00 im As the parents seem to enjoy the program as much as the children, it's 
Philly’s Pen & Pencil Burns war news coverage ‘(it had no war! through the Balkans. Rumored that 


The historic Pen and Pencil Club. correspondents and always put war’! he's writing a book on his impres- 
oldest newspapermen’s organization News inside if there was a local fire sions of postwar conditions in Eu- 
in the nation and during its 54-year- or murder), the editorial said “Al- | rope. Nothing in letters about trip 
old history the scene of visits by the though cold logic of self-interest, and|to this country, and avoidance of 


great of the world of the theatre. insatiable public demand for depend-| any comment on Esquire. 
and art, was wrecked Christmas| able war news might have argued Dictionary of U. S. slang by 
Morning in a spectacular two-alarm Otherwise, the Post once more chose | Variety's Copenhagen mugg, 


going to be pretty difficult to split up this combination. Writers of ma- 
terial for rival programs point out that much of what Morgan does is 1930 
radio, but it never occurs to them that if this is true, maybe that’s where 
radio took a wrong turn, for, obviously, people like’ Morgan and as he 
said last week, “Kids got rights just like people.” When he asked the kids 
in Washington if they were lost and they answered “No, we came to 
Washington to get something done,” what’s wrong with the cop’s reply 
“You're lost”? 


blaze. to serve through to the end of the) Victor Skaarup. in collaboration | Isn't it possible that back there in 1930 radio took the wrong road and 

Flames which roared through the | W#? before readjusting to business as) with Kris Winther and which has | has been lost ever since, and Morgan is the pied piper leading them back? 
former mansion at 1523 Locust st... US’@!- ; sold in several editions in Denmark | when as editor recently in one of his programs Morgan planned an attack 
in the heart of the downtown the. Since the death of publisher Rich-| and other Norse countries, is the | 6, pack markets, but found that put him up against brotherly love and 


airical district, destroyed irreplace- , 

able paintings ‘and autogra hed or has been masterminded by an attor- week. A Jap dictionary of U 
« se € c 

traits of scores of colebritie a. ney or the widow. Other Hub slang also part of the same story. 

made the club their unofficial head- | PAPets are reported burning because 


ard Grozier some months ago, paper subject of a ‘ime mag piece this 


since he loves his brother and his brother made his money 
market he found that was out. 


Editorial Switch 


in the black 





; , : ‘ > Pos lan't zg o 5c, as they 
quarters in Philadelphia. Clubs in- the Foust woulmns ge 1 : 


terior we ~erke se heing, are rumored planning to do in near ‘66 . , 
Sitio ue aekaae ae POee SOS | caiure They've burned for years Books Are Sold in 


_ _.. | because Post wouldn't go to 3c. But ¥ 39 
ae wees days of the old Keith's the paper's been a strange outfit, re- Bookstores 
‘cuit until as recently as last No- | gycin 1, ‘ F . 
- : sing until a month or so ago to cut 
vember, when Mae West appeared observes 


P its white paper margins, thus saving 
as guest of honor at a party in 


7 thousands «f tons of paper as well as . * 
ert fo Federal Judge Harry | thousands of dollars yearly. They fig- Benne it Ce rf 
alodner, former reporter on the 


Philly R ured it wouldn't be nice. in a hep appraisal of extraneous 
Mily ecord, . - icectaagin <a 

Visited bv rs ; ae club had been exploitation methods 

\ ed by leading men and women Can. Liberty to Radio Ops 

Meany fields Among the auto- Official announcement Thursday oe 


graphed portraits destroyed by the (26) that Jack K. Cooke and Roy H 
flames were those of Victor Herbert. Thomson. Canadian indie radio top- f 
Pre sident Taft, Will Rogers, Irvin S pers, had formed a partnership “for | of the forthcoming 

en George M. Cohan, Heywood the purpose of acquiring publica- | 41st Anniversary Number 
— Ed Wynn. William Jennings tions’ and had bought out the Lib- of 

Tyan. Thurston the Magician and) erty Mavazine of Canada for $400.- 

“oz7ens of others { , 


OUD. cause a stir in Canadian pub VARIETY 
The club was founded in 1892 and lishing circles, ARIETY 


. 
Moved to its present location, for- Move, rumers of which were heard 


on editorial feature 








So he decided to thump for “Down with high prices.” But when he 

looked at the 40 pages of display advertising he changed the editorial to 
“Down With Russia.” 

I don't think there's anything particularly second rate in this, any more 
than I do in his burlesque of an average daytime seria] about an average 
American burglar and his temily. The burglar returns home to find his 

| wife exhausted from tne Christmas shopiifting rush. They have two boys, 
Jimmy and Billy, and are giving Jimmy a bilky, and Billy a jimmy. and 
for a bedtime story the burglar tells them about Santa Claus, “the greatest 
| housebreaker in history who always beats the rap.” 

Well, Morgan too, seems to be still beating the rap. He says if his 
mother doesn't like the program he doesn’t give her tickets to the broad- 
cast. He doesn't give.them to her anvway. because she lives in Hollywood 
and he works out of New York, but he gives people a lot of fun even if his 
gags are contrary to the teachings of Westbrook Pegler. He can certainly 

do nice parodies, though in going from Walter Winchell to Harry Truman 


you can hardly call that a gamut 
As for the few who belong in the category of “You can't please any of 
the people any of the time.” there’s no hope for them in or out of radio. 


gut for the millions to whom Crossley, Hooper and the sponsors listen, 


one of Morgan's morais applies: “You cant get too mych of a pood thing” 
But there’s nothing like trying. 
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Mose than 50 years ago she wrote 


ager and former newspaperman, 
died in New York last week frem a 
heart ailment. Before branching into 
concert management he had been | 
advertising manager of the Cincin- | 


} 

ne 

Mark Byron, Jr., 65, concert man- | 
| 

| 


such hits as “I Love You Truly” 
and “Just A-Wearyin’ for You.” 
Turned down by song publishers. at 
first, Mrs. Bond arranged a series 
of concerts, playing her own com- | 


nati Post and also had been in the | 
positions on the piano. In 1910. she real estate dept. of the N. Y. Times. | 
achieved fame with the penning of| As concert manager, he had ar-| 
“The End of a Perfect Day,” one | ranged tours for the late John Mc- | 
of America’s all-time hits which sold Cormack, Boris Romanoff and ‘| 
more than 5,000,000 copies, with the others. 
sales still continuing. Surviving are his widow and two 
Survived by two granddaughters sons. 
and a half-brother. | aehieninnls 
ae } GEORGE F. CORNEBY 
BRIAN HOOKER George F. Corneby, manager of 
Brian Hooker, 66, playwright. au-|the Times theatre in Manila and 
thor and composer, died in New Universal Pictures’ Philippines rep, 
London, Conn., Dec. 28. Hooker was died receiitly in Manila after a lin- 
responsible for the most popular gering illness. 


British version of Edmond Rostand’s 
“Cyrano de Bergerac,” played many | 
times by Walter Hampden and cur- 
rently revived by Jose Ferrer. 


Formerly manager of the Lyric 
theatre, Corneby was also one-time | 
head of the RKO film exchange. A 


| British subject, he had resided in | 

Hooker left the teaching profes- | the Philippines for about 15 years. | 
sion in 1909 to turn novelist and | ae te 

mystery story w riter. Later. he CHAMBLISS H. COLLIER | 

collaborated with the late Dr. Hora- | Chambliss Hayden Collier, 41, 


tio Parker on a $10,000 prize Win- 


ro - owner of the Globe theatre, Drew, | 
ning opera, “Mona,” which was pro- 


Miss., died Dec, 27 in Memphis from | 


— by the Metropolitan Opera | injuries sustained in plane crash, | 
0. ; : Collier was piloting the plane) 
Survived by widow and three | when it became aaled tad evened | 

daughters. | up as he was preparing to land at | 

a ithe Drew Airport. 
JOHN COLTON | Survived by widow, mother, and 
John Colton, 60, playwright who! two children. 

had authored many Broadway hits, os 

died in Gainsville, Texas, Dec. 26. CARRIE LOWE 

He had gone there from N. Y. a! Carrie Lowe, 82, former actress, 

month ago to recuperate from a long | died in New York. Dec. 27. } 

illness. | For many years she appeared in| 

Among his best remembered plays | stock companies, and later appeared | 
were “Rain,” “Shanghai Gesture” | on Broadway in “The Land of | 
and “The Widow and the Virgin.” | Promise,” “Three of Us” and with 

He had been working on another |the late William Hodge in “Old 

play, “Foreign Fancy Woman,” at | Rascal.” Her last stage appearance 

time of death. was some years ago in “Farewell 


e To Arms.” 
MARIAN GILLESPIE ° | 


Marian Gillespie, 57, composer and 
radio director, died in New York, | 
Dec. 27. 

Miss Gillespie was the composer 
of “When You Look in the Heart 
of a Rose,” which was popular in 
the early 1920s and had been an 


WILLIAM J. CLARK 
William J. Clark, 54, 20th-Fox 
shorts and Movietone News sales 
manager, died in Lutheran Memo- | 
rial hospital, Newark, N. J., Dec. ai, | 
after a brief illness. A brother of 
the late John Clark, former sales 





|in a place that hurt the scene. 


t 
burgh. 


Wife of Fred Hart, with Republic 
Pictures in Pittsburgh, died last 
week in that city following an oper- 
ation. 

George Clarke, 60, vet British 
vaude comic, died Dec. 21 in London, 
after operation. 











| Cantor Recalls 


if these stocks are so good, what do 
the presidents of these companies 
want me in on it? They don’t know 
me, they don’t give a damn about 
me, what the hell do they want me 
for a partner?” Try and explain 
that away. 
Easy to Work With, But 

In one of the early “Follies” he 

did his well known pool table scene. 








Continued from 





page 2 


Another big comic sat under the 
| table and shared some of the laughs 
with Fields. However, one night 
when Fields was about to do a 


routine with the pool balls he heard 


a tremendous laugh and couldn't 
understand what was happening. 
Looking under the table he soon 


found out. The comic was mugging 
Bill 
warned the funny man and promised 
that if he did it again he'd let him 
have it with the thick end of the 
pool cue. Sure enough the next per- | 
formance the guy did, and Fields! 
did, and the comic who was catching 
flies got a lump on his head way out | 
to here. In the dressing room fol- 
lowing the scene, the fly-catching | 
comic yelled, “yet killed me! You 
killed me!” Fields said. “Let's keep 
it in. My banging you on the head 
is as big a laugh as we've got.” 

W. C. Fields was unquestionably | 
one of the greatest pantomimists the 
world has ever known. His laughter, 
his philosophy will be missed. In 
our generation there will never be 
another like him. In the last few 
years he suffered a great deal. I like 
to think that maybe God was a little | 
sad on Christmas Day so He sent | 
for Bill Fields to make Him laugh. 


| “Lost In the Horse Latitudes.” 


“We've got to get rid of that jug- 
gler,” Buck engaged him. Fields had 
come from Australia and exclaimed: 
“Can you imagine me coming 12,000 
miles to get fired out of a show.” 

He was in a sanitarium at Pasa- 
dena for about a year before he died. 
When asked why he stayed in the 
place his alibi was that he couldn't 
find an apartment in Hollywood bit 


the fact that he was. hospitalized 
didn’t stop him from drinking almost 
what he pleased. Not long ago a 


former vaudevillian whom he never 
liked visited Fields with the idea of 
making a touch. Asked later whether 


he gave the caller any coin, the 
comic replied: “No I couldn't: I 
changed all my money into cur- 


rency.” 


H. Allen Smith’s Closeup 
H. Allen Smith, in nis nutty tome, 
lists 
Fields as a “tank car.” In the chap- 
ter headed “Notes on a Swan 
Hunter,” he tells of the time the 
Quiz Kids visited the comedian’s 
home. One of the juniors timidly 
asked Fields for a glass of water. 
with the actor replying: “Water? 
Oh, I've heard of the stuff it 
on the property here one night 
ran right off. No, I regret to say I 
cannot gratify your desires 
I could fix you up with a nice scotch 
and _ soda.” Disclaiming that 


fell 


he 


..Now, | 


was a drinking man, Fields said once 


that sometimes he'd wait until 12 
o'clock noon before taking a drink 
” it’s time for lunch. Always 
drink my lunch. Immediately after 
lunch I have a martini Please 
don’t get the idea that I'm cverfond 


of liquor. I only drink the stuff when | 


I have the desire to drink it. No- 
body has ever seen me stagger. After 
all, IT have my cane.” Smith's 
servations are in the clipped style 


| of speech that was Fields’ and rather 


reportorially written. 

One actor put it this way about 
the passing of Fields: “He has left 
for the forever land to join 1a@e-tast 


|of the big show where a-“#o00d 
troupers go, and the billifif.tiow 
reads: : 


‘Playing at the Eternity theatre, 
in the Garden of Paradise’.” == 


we. 
“—-* 


appearances 
| Metro, 


| 


| Robert Montgomery in 
ob- | na 
| Lake”: 


in that Columbia picture. 
appearance in this and Hollywood 
took new stock of her, discovering 
she was both attractive and able. 


Catherine McLeod, who had done 
nothing under contract at Metro, 
was chosen by Frank Borzage for 
his femme. star in “I've Always 


Loved You,” and she pleased him to 
the extent he cast her again in a 
star role, in “Gallant Man.” 
British Belles 
British contingent of new actresses 
is headed by Lilli Palmer, Rex Har- 
rison’s wife, Ann Todd and Phyllis 


Calvert, apart from the Cummins 
lass. Miss Palmer did all right by 
herself with the public opposite 
Gary Cooper in United States Pie- 
tures’ “Cloak and Dagger,” revealing 
interesting probabilities, and het 
popularity has been further aug- 


mented by release in this country of 


several British pictures in which she 


starred, F 
Miss Todd, whom American audi- 
ences recall as star of British-made 


oi ae a" 
“The Seventh Veil,” was brought 
over from England by Selznick to 


star opposite Gregory Peck in “The 
Paradine Case.” Miss Calvert also 
was imported, by Universal-Interna- 
tional, for star role in “Time Out of 
Mind.” Both are well established In 
England, and after these two plc- 
tures, it is expected they will be 
here, too. 

Another interesting ' 
from foreign shores is Viveca Lina- 
fors, from Sweden, who stars in 
Warners “Night Unto Night,” and 1s 
to get terrific buildup by that studio. 

Others to rise during year just 
past to prominent position in Holly- 
wood include Audrey Totter, wh? 
after scoring in “A Sailor Takes 3 
Wife” drew femme lead opposite 
“Lady in the 
Jane Powell, 16-year-old 
singer who starred in Metro's “Holi- 
day in Mexico”; Richard Hart, 
brought to Hollywood by Metro and 
cast opposite Greer Garson in 
Woman of My Own” when Robert 
Montgomery ankled_ spot; Dorothy 
Patrick, who chalked up trio of stat 
during year, all at 
“Till the Clouds Roll By, 
“Boy's Ranch” and “The Mighty Mc- 
Gurk.” 


newcomer 
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film. 
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folly 


stint In 


sua Garrity, df.. in 


o) benefit for the Actors Fund | 
iestic Jan, 26. 
from Coast 


visit to parents. 


gadoon.” 

was all set to go 
the Riviera this winter but for 
death of his mother-in-law, 
necessitates estate legalistics 
Sablon, sister of Jean, 
ound the end of 
authored the song 
tance, “Chanson 


rermaine 


She 
the French res 
Partisan. 
tex O Ma ley 
} “_ ady 
eturning to 
sets for Alexander 
“Salome.” 
Proser escorting Louis So- 
Wilson and Abel Green, 
ewspapermen-actors§ to 
one-day acting 
‘Copacabana” *Sam Coslow- 


replaced Cecil Bea- 
Windermere’s Fan,” 
England to de- 
Korda’s 


Earl 
three n 
wood for that 


UA) 


Yeai eve 


pi 


4 


lanteuse does her 


own New 
intimates in a 
Plaza after the 
stint for the cash 
downstairs in the Persian 


plans her 
party for 
vate room of the 


Hildegarde 


‘ 


omers 


room, 


st 


Hollvwood 
ti 


D 


Pail 


‘ 


Ai 


as 


Shuberts. He's 


ny 


oongsmith - 


Warlz 


produce) Arthur 
takes his family back to 
Jan. 2, arriving just in 
e to give S. J. Perelman and Ted 
ick, editor of Holiday, a bon 
ge party. 

kx-Col. Marvin Young, formerly in 
Special Services, to the Coast 
western representative for the 
also partnered with 


John Shubert ‘son of J. J.) in a legit 


a 


ag 


nc radio producing firm. 
W. C. Gehring. central sales man- 
ger of 20th Century-Fox, entered 


the Millard Fillimore Hospital, Buf- 


falo. 
that e¢ itv on 


for ulcer treatment, 


business, 


while in 
Expected to | 


remain there for one week. 


house on the Coast 
the eastern story- play 


slay west a couple of weeks. 
ing 


Phil Leeds a click at the Jewel | 
Box 

Feola Galli added to Park Avenue 
Cc hub show. 

Ted Lewis and the missus at the 
Roney Plaza. 

Paddoc k sticking to all-nite dance 
policy sans acts. 

Josephine Delmar renewed for 
Season at Club 22. 

Brook Club will open for short 
Season on Jan. 15. 
sf Guy Palmerton, Shubert stage 

an; l 


The Jake (WB) Wilks 
until April, put 
head will only 
return- 
when Jack 


from Europe. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Selleway 


the end of January, 
Warner returns 


ager, in for a rest 


Earl Wilson and his B W. at the 
ord Tarleton for a short stay 


n Joe Candullo 
Ge orge 
C} 


a 
B: 


Roosevelt 


Ji 


orch may follow 
gfe Paxton at Beachcomber 

nito D'izar, the Gibsons, Tito 
Lucha in new lineup at Club 


an Bart set for 
hote} 


New 


after Mocamba 


Stint 


I 


1D § 


seth into Clover 


room in-=mid- 


Challis goes 
Vagabond 


month. 


S 


fo, 


Da Sin February, 

_ Billy DeWolfe ‘in for a personal 
“ppearance tour and vacash at the 
Lord Tarleton hotel 

, fon & Eddie's Palm Beach 
branch a click with a dine-dance 
ae Ernie Holst band featured. 

a ' Bramson in town to. talk} 
ver Milton Berle situash with Copa 

ae Murray Weinger and Ben | 
Clea?” 


I 


Myron Cohen, dialectopper 


Ou Vogle, mimic. 
om at Black 
Pulley 


into new Rose 
stone hotel with B. 
to follow. 

pacted 
Kitty 


return engagement. at 


‘ash of rival syndicates brought 


Anne Nichols trained for Coast 
Jast Wednesday (25). | 
Helen Hayes to head actors com- 
pitte in the 1947 Mareh of Dimes. 
Bill White, who is wed to Ruth | 
Mo! hospitalized for cardiac ob- 
a¢ ol 
7 ey L. Arnold Weissberger 
( partied lol Cecil Beaton 
a We s latest drama, “Cat 
; Club to be produced by 
n He 
™ ; A erson will stage his fath- 
V: ‘ Fo € for the Veterans 
Me ‘ cike ] ( 
Delmar talking to Martha 
R: ; ; the Coast for a lead in 
“H ; For Girls 

Deke Aviesworth and the Mh in 
Mexico Citv for a week, thence to 
AY yileo 10) vacation 
“ Sonny Werblin MCA head in 
N y New Yea partied the staff 
at home, F) aay (272). 

I Sobol’'s best Xmas present 
Wis in spade both his mother and 
wile, Lee ame out of the hosp 

Joe Willian World-Telegram 
sp ( List hospitalized fo. 

ylood pressure treatment 

Ali Collins, heaa of Curtis Brown 
agency, out ot the hospital last week 
alter an attack of virus pneumonia, 

Sam Berns, former Film Daily 
staffer, town for a visit until 
Jan. 11. Now in import-export biz 
on the Coast 

John Yorke to be general mana- 
ger. John Paul stage manager, and 
Wolfe Kaufman p.a. on Cheryl 


taking aj 


Orleans | 


ban on all possible gambling on the 
Beach, with some sneak bookmaking 
going on. 

Benny Gaines celeb partied Har- 
vey Stone, Frances Faye and Billy 


| DeWolfe Sunday (29th) at his 
Blackamoor Room. 
Hollywood Beich Hotel doubling 


club toppers into swank bar-lounge 


for weekend dates at top dough. 
Bill Kent is booking. 

J. Edgar Hoover in town and a 
regular at Joe’s Stone Crabs, south 


Beach eating spot which attracts the 
toppers in town nightly. 


Spotlight Club, Hallandale, 
preemed this week with show fea- 
turing Peter Higgins and Andy Rice, 
Ji with Michael Selker’s orch 

Beachcomber rackin?’ up heaviest 
grosses in town with Juckie Miles- 
Gypsy Rose Lee combo. Martha 
Raye and Willie Howard ollow 
Jan. 9 

Jackie Miles revealed secre! 
(three montl marriage to Lee 
Dennis. Will spend delayed honey- 
moon here after closing at Beach- 
comber. 

Damon Runyon Memorial fund 


benefit sponsored by Walter 
and Junior Chamber of Commerce 
a turnaway affair with the Lord 
Tarleton grounds the scene. Partici 
pating were Harvey Stone, Jan Mur- 
ray, Jackie Miles. Billy DeWolfe, 


and other top acts around town. 

Newly appointed police chief of 
Miami clamping down on gambling 
though Broward courty is in full 
swing with Colonial Inn ¢with Jane 
Froman ena Borrahn Mine tch 
Harmonica Rascals heading up 
show) Green Acres and_= several 
smaller spots running their chance 
rooms for all comers. 
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saying Fike 
his running 


calls complaining, many 
had become profane in 
verbal attack 
received a flurry of telephone 
plaints and printed = stories 
‘The Press-Scimitar) de- 


com- 


ame, one 
tailing a portion of the Fike chatter 
at the mike thus: 

‘Are You Listening?’ 

“Here I am at the mike with no- 
body to hear me but the engineer 
Crump, are you listening you? 

As for the political gang, oh, weil, | 


I won't go into that. They seem to 
be for just about the same thing 
we're for OK, I'll try to keep it 
clean. Tl stay within the FCC 
If I can save five lives it’s worth it 
You will never hear from me agaw 
I am saying everything I want to 
There are four phones ringing 
ight now. OK, listeners, let’ ee 
who's listening... You're pitching for 
me. eh? You're a veteran? Well, 
this is a guy babbling his heart out. 
God bl you. We're getting away 
with nit Se we will never get 
awav with again. I'm tired of seeing 
the veterans kicked around. I'm Just 
a tiny guy; theyll have a helluva 
time kicking me off at 7...1ll have 
a lot of trouble before this day is 
over. After I get kicked off, will you | 
back me up? I assured myself of 


five jobs before I started this. ..Every 
veteran in this city 1s behind me 

Hey, if you cut me off everybody will 
wonder why...If I get so I can't say 
anvthing but cuss words, OK then.’ 
j McDonald, already ilt 


fired Fike almost immediately after | 
| hearing the reports, then went back | 
(to bed with a rising temperature 
|F ke said, just before leaving town 
to return to Texas, “I wanted to get 
| fired. I was fed up with the way the 
| veterans are being pushed around, | 
|} especially in the matter of housing. 


| I didn’t mean to use any profanity. 
| but I don't regret one word I said.” 

Station officials, including McDon- 
ald, said Fike had always’ been 
known previously as “a quiet, 
scientious annourcer” prior to 


| outburst. He was with KEYS at Cor- 


pus Christi before working in San 
Antonio 

| WHHM was opened early last sum- | 
mer, and is owned by Herbert Herff, 
Memphis automobile man. 











tag in 
radio, though 


of putting the Oldsmobile 


| front of the people via 


| certainly no manufacturer need pus 
his product. Levy didnt even own 
the copyright belongs to Harms, | 
Inc.—but he set up the deal and 


wired a long list of performers, from 
Frank Sinatra on down, 
new cars at regular rates for a plug. 
And the song’s publishers still knew 


nothing about it all Finally, they 
found out, and the song was re- 
stricted. Later, the restriction was 
lifted. probably after Harms execs 
|saw the light—plus a sion of al 
couple new Olds that wouldnt cost 
them a giand ovel 
Now, everybody's on the = band- 
wagon-—or, rather, the Oldsmobile 


melody trail. 


} 
| 


London 


Bobby Barnett to Monte Carlo for | 


three weeks. 

Judy Shirley off to Austria and 
Italy to star i pantomime “Cinder- 
ella” for the troops. 

J. Arthur Rank accepted post of 
prexy of the Music. Arts and Drama 
Section of his Pinewood Studios. 

. At Chelsea Arts Ball, revived New 


Year's Eve at Albert Hall for first 
' time since war, men dressed as 
women to be refused admi ission. 
Sophie Tucker's book. “Some of 
These Days,” will be published in 
London by Hammond, Hammond 
Ltd., early next year. First issue 
will be about 10,009 copies 
nne Francine, now appearing at 
the Monseignéeur club. Pari: lew 
over here specially to audition for 


Winchell | 


| hearing someti i« 


Both newspapers also } 


about | 


with flu,! 


i 
con- } 
this | 


promising | 


' the Herrach 


Jack Hylton. who wants to star her 
in straight play in London 

Arthur Bliss and J. B. Priestley 
have collaborated on a new opera 
Former has done the score to lat- 
ter’s libretto. Derry Sari, Budapest 
cabaret singer, to play lead 

Bandleadei i Roy is suing 
John Mills, owner of Milroy club 
and Les Ambassadeurs, for breach 


of contract. Case expected to get 
in February 

Peter Ustinov of; to Norway 
where one of his plays is to be 


produced at the International Thea- 


tre, Oslo. Will also vi Copen- 
hagen to arrange about staging some 
of his pla there 

Derek Farr and Gly Johns 
Stars in Fortune theatre Fools 
Rush In,” are being replaced by 
Nigel Patrick ‘in first West End 

yearance since discharge from the 
forces) and Brenda Bruce 

Liewellyn <‘«*Lew”) Johns, for 
many years head of vaudeville book- 
ing for Sir Oswald Stoll. having 
visited America several times to 
; hunt for acts, is retiring. Has been 
with the firm since 1904. for several 
years a director of Stoll circuit, 
which he is giving up 


. 
Vienna 

“Octava” lusic Co. has take 
over offices of the Josef Weinberger 
I™usie Publishing Co 

City administration 
palace in 
film house. 

Geraldine Katt. Austrian 
before 1938. signed 
Lowenfilm Co. for 


considering 
the Herren- 
gasse for a 
filmstar 
contract with 
production of a 


| series of films. 


Paramount's “The 
Herbert,” ballyed here as the “Lehar 
of America.” doing SRO biz at the 
Gartenbau Kino. 

Chie Young's 
appearing regularly in a Vienna 
afternoon paper. first time for a 

S. cartoon strip here 


Great Victor 


cartoon 


“Nook” Polka, by American com- 
posers Scharau and Robert H. 
Holmes, played by pianist Heinz 
Sandauer on radio recently 

Official organ of the Book and 
Publishers Assn. complaining about 
leeway granted the three political 
parties that print and sell books 

| without government license 

Mystery what the 60 registered 
Austrian film producing companies 
are doing, with Vienna newspapers 
demanding that the Government 


withdraw all unnecessary licensing. 

Geza von Cziffra Film Co. signed 
Helene Thimig ‘Max Reinhardt’ 
widow) to play leading part in 
“Unsterbliche Antlitz’ ¢‘Immortal 
Face”), story of the painter Feuer- 
bach, 


Pittsburgh | 


Bv Hal Cohen 


Local dance team of Sinclair and 


Alda booked into Terrace Roo 

Herman Beiersdorts have found 
living quarters at the Adolphus ho- 
tel in Dallas 

Booker Eddie Mackins lias been 
elected prexy of the M-G-M Pep 
club tor 1947. 

Mrs. J. H. Lenhart was the local 
winner in “Magnificent Doll” identi- 
fication contest. 

Lou Abrams has changed the 
name of the Villa Madrid to the 
Club Lu Marba. 

Accordionist Beverly Stull has 
gone west for engagements and is 
now in Indio. Calif 

Variety Post of American Legion 


vill install its new comimander, Joe 
Misrach. on Jan. 27. 

Lew Leftons are vacationing in 
Arizona and Rep salesmen may set- 


ile out there permanentl 


Tony Verdi, who managed Mercut 
Music Bar couple of years ago, has 
rejoined spot’s manageria! staff. 

WJAS announcer auditions for 
Newscaster Beckley Smith's stand 
in was won by Murray Minster. 

Evelyn McKelevey, ex-organist at 
Club Belvedere, has checked in at 
Duquesne’s Twin Bars for a run. 

Oscar Maianga, composer-arrang- 
er, came on from N. Y. to spend 
Xmas with Diy wife, Singer Kay 
Vernon 

Nathan Katz, counse] for AMPTO, 
has been reelected president of the 
United Jewish Fund campaign here 


this year. 
Film Row moved practically en 
masse to DuBois. Pa.. for party cele- 


brating A. P. Way's golden ; in 
show biz 

Kay an Ker Rocketle it rie 
Carne e Te ! ( ice ‘ 
oul Europe USO compat 
ol The Pats 

Don Taylor, Metro contract play 
er, had ‘to cut short his holiday va 


“Blondie” 


cation with the family in nearby 
Freeport, Pa., last week at a hurry- 
up call from Coast to report at stu- 


; dio immediately for role in “Song 
of Thin Man,” with William Powell 
and Myrna Loy. It'll be his first 


picture “ange “Winged Victory.” 


Chicago 


Nate Platt back at the Chicago 
after short illness at home. 


Victor Borge adopting two chi! 
| dren from Evanston Cradle 
| LeRoy Dister, of Balaban & Kat? 
seriously hurt in auto accide 
Sidney Franklin, Metro « 


lospitalized here with severe cold 
Barbara Hale and Bill W 
spending Christmas in Rock! [ 
with her family 

After Gertrude Lawrence oses 
here in “Pygmalion” 
Mexico City to open new theatis 
there 

Variety Club 
jat the Aragon 
riety Girl” 
i screen test. 
Lt. Tom 


next sto; 


Ball set for Jan. 20 
Ballroom, with “Va- 
getting free Hollywood 


Bryant, former manage) 
of summer theatre in Marengo. I 
in from Germany on leave to vi 
vife, Barbara Winslow of “Harve 
ast 


rs . 
Manila 
M. Gould n.w U 
eral manager in 
Boulevard theatre a new addit 
to the ranks of the first-run hou: 
William Winter, American radio 


commentator, here on a lecture 


nited A 


Philippines 


spiel. 

Capito) theatre, last of Manila 
pre-war first run houses, reopened 
| after months of reconstructio: 
RKO held special screening of 
| “Notorious” aloft in one of Philip- 
| pine Air Lines’ transport planes, 

KFZM, government-operated sta 
tion. conducting 15-minute tri- 


veeklys* safety 
Talks on Traffic. 
Dr. Gabriel Manalac. chairman of 
the National Council of Education, 
elected chairman of the Philippine 
Board of Review for Motion Pic- 
tures. 


program tageed 














Berle’s 4006 | 
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Zanzibar, N. Y., on a deal similar 
to that given Berle at the Carnival. 
Blair is. similarly educated to 
super-salaries for topliners. Ols¢ 
and Johnson, who follow Berle at 


the Carnival, are slated for $10.000 
on 20-week guarantee 

And so when a nitery can shell 
out $400,000 to a single performei 
|} in a year, many picture players may 
decide they're not above cafe dates 
The Zanzibar is reported to have 
| offered dates along Berle lines to 
Eleanor Powell, Gracie Fields and 
'Mae West. 

The Berle stand has also caused 
bonifaces to be less fearful of show- 
| ing their books. Previously, there 
| were few operators who would open 
| their ledgers to a performer, espe- 
cially when times were good. Now 
they'll take headliners in on what 
amounts to virtually a partnership 
basis 

Berle’s engagement, incidentally 
| recalls one agency’s mistake. A 
| little over a year ago Berle was 
| virtually set to switch from the 
William Morris office to Music Corp 
of America in order to be serviced 
by Marty Goodman, who had just 
one over to MCA from the Morri: 


office. Just one detail remained to 
be ironed out. 


| Berle was in need of some ready 


| cash, as his funds were tied up in 
| annuities. He needed 525,000 to put 
joes er another annuity. He approached 
| MCA for the loan. Toppers there 
' hedged. However, Abe Lastfogel 
the Morris general manager, gave it 
to him without hesitation. Berle 
consequently remained with the 
Morris office. 
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league races dims slightly and then 
swing into the last 27 contests 

Ithough no sponsors have yet 
inked any contracts to bankroll base- 
ball, it's considered likely that Ford 
and Shell Oil will co-sponsor the 
Brooklyn Dodgers’ contests, to be 
| televised by WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.) 
|Ballantine’s, which has already 
signed to co-sponsor with White Ow] 
| radio broadcasts of the Yankee 
games over WINS, N. Y. indie, ha 


evidenced considerable 
tele sports and 
n on the Y 
picked up by WABD 
N. Y.). Giant games, slated for tele 
vising? by WNBT (NBC, N. Y.), 
til] going a-begging but NBC exec: 
are confident a sponsor will 


interest i 
will probably come 
ankee telecasts, to be 


tees off in April. 


(DuMont, , 


; thei 


are 


come 
ough before the season officially 


Hollywood 


Lena Horne in town after a stage 
tour. 


Lucille Ball to Yosemite en yva- 
cation. 

Boris Morros vacationing in Las 
Vegas. 

Dean Stockwell Jaid uD with 
Srippe 

Tay Garnett holidaying in Paso 
Robles 

Jan Kiepura became an American 
Cc ize) 


Wallace Beery to Mexico City on 


< rior! CC} ‘ k ( 
Pete Daile t¢ N« Orie 
( CeCRKR 
el¢ Smith she ¢ adivercead 
Li Sherrell] 
Dalev spending the ‘ ays 
Palm Spring 
De Arnaz and Lue e Bi é 
Yosemite 

Dickie Jones out of the Army to 
resume film chores 

Dale Evans entertaining the old 
iKS from Dallas 

Allen Wilson back at his desk 
after a siege of flu 

Alan Mowbray and Cesar Romero 
to Vlorelia. Mexico 

San Katzman to Palm Spriu gs 10 
ee the old year out 

James R. Grainge om Mexi- 

‘ity for the holidays 
ey Bogat tur " 
for the race to Hon ] 

Cr!i0O Swanson ih W 1} a VI 
Davie for $13.400 back ; oO 

Margaret Wycherls 1 from New 
York to start work at 20th-Fo»x 

Lubin Spel ting the ‘ 7 

avs on his ranch at Victor r 

Andrew Stone lost 10 pounds, due 

food shortages, while in F land 

George Sidney and Lillia. Burns 
celebrated their fifth wedding anni- 
versar’) 

Bill Hebert ,e€turned to work for 
the first time since his aecident on 
ree the 13th. 

illiam Boyd, with a 10-gallon 
bar driving a silver-trimmed town 


and country car. 

Johnny Tringali returned to the 
RKO publicity staff afte: four 
months in Sicily 

Henry Fonda aired to Mexi_o City 
after spending Christmas with his 
family in Hollywood 

Rc. Rogers rides Trigger. and 


Dale 


Tou. 


Evans rides Trigger. Jr.. in the 
nament of Roses 


Fradel Darling won the tep spot 
on Samuel Goldwyn’s float in the 
Pasadena Rose Parade 

Dr. Jose Vicente Trujillo, Minister 
of Foreign Relations for Ecuador, 


incheoned at Warners. 


John Joseph returned to his Uni- 
sal-International desk after two 
veeks in Palm Sorings 
Harold L. Danson. succeeded 
Arnold Stoltz as director of publici- 
y and advertising for PRC 
Joe Depew recuperating from 
burns sustained when he rescued his 
daughter from a Christmas fire. 
Washi 
ashington, D. (. 
By Florenee S. Lowe 
Induction of new officers of local 
Variety Tent skedded for Jan. 6 
Jackie Heller, at Delmonicos, and 
Jerry Wayne, Club Cairo, lead 
nitery bills for holiday week 


Winners of WTOP-CBS “Top Tal- 
ent” show will compete ' Sunday 
nights at Club Cairo fof fling at nite- 
ry dates. 

Screening of “Henry V” for meet- 
ing of Modern Language Assn. group 
of college profs, marks a first in 


higher education, 

Bob Knight, known locally as ma- 

iro of WOL-Mutual’s “Be d the 
Zand” airer, booked into Club 2400 
for unlimited engagement starting 
Jan. 4 

Oscar Doob and Dan Terrell 
from N. Y. for Carter Barron’s an- 
nual Christmas party to Loew's 
D. C. staff and Eastern Division 
manaLrers, 

WQQW, new local station which 
goes on the air Jan. 5, began a 
sneak preview’ week past Sunday 
(29), with short periods advertising 


the station, interspersed with music, 


etc, 
By Les Rees 
Benny Fields into Hotel Radisson 
Flame Room. 
Bill Mussman, Paramount sales- 
in Chicago for a week 


Sammy Walsh held over at Hotel 


Dyckman Robin Hood Roo 
Irving Vlills, 20th-Fox a tant 
district manager, flew to New York 


to spend holidays with childre: 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace 
has Dr. Marcus_and Pierre & Renee 
Charise. 
‘Anna Lueasta’ la f} ere 
three davs before Chri ia re- 


opening in St. Paul. 
al 


Harold Wise, Paramount salesman 

Milwaukee, a visitor at local ex- 

anee W here he formerly was 
DOO?! £2 manager. 


- Y nny Branton and Saul Mali- 
. 20th-Fox salesmen, in Chicago 
Cincinnati, respectively. for 
New Year's celebrations 

Northwest Variety club raising 
fund among own members to dedi- 
cate room to Art Anderson, retiring 
chief barker, in the heart hospita 
which. it will build and equip on the 
University of Minnesota campus. 
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 “ToPs FOR NINE GREAT YEARS... 
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| .» AND STARTING THEIR 
and — 
i eee _ starting production January 27th in 
in their 12th appearance “ROAD TO Ri re 
| ‘PARAMOUNT THEATRE nenin 
. oo New York PE CROSBY - BOB HOPE - DOROTHY LAMOUR 
~ ! 
: 
Personal Management Booked Through 





j LOU LEVY ~ RKO BLOG. - Radio City, New York HARRY A. ROMM ~ 38 East 57th St. > New York 
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